Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
February 2017
Mission Statement:
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
(Adopted by a vote of 45 to 2 at the Annual Meeting held 1/22/17)
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember
before our God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

NEW MEMBERS
Six new members joined our community of faith on January 22. We welcome
Jo Fenstermaker, Julie Hansen, Sue Wille, Brian Wille, Cecil Brighton, and Jerry
Campbell (not pictured). We are grateful for each one of you, that you have
found your way here, and that you have decided to make a commitment to this
faith community. We hope that as a member of Roberts UCC, you will allow
yourselves to know and to be known, to minister to and to be ministered unto, to
love and to be loved, by this congregation. Welcome!

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | www.robertsucc.org
Pastor: Susan Schneider-Adams - ruccpastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Tevy Murkve - ruccsecretary@gmail.com

When I was growing up, our family had devotions after
evening supper whenever possible. That sounds so
“Norman Rockwell,” doesn’t it? Well, it would be,
anyway, if Rockwell were to include the prolific eyerolling and hrmphhh-ing going on around the table by the
children, especially as we got older and “busier” – and
ever-so-much-more worldly. To be fair, the youngest
(yes, that would be me) was probably the loudest and
most obnoxious in protesting this “complete waste of
time” out of her busy teenage schedule. Because
spending 5-10 minutes reading a pithy little devotional
was really going to cut into the time I would rather be
spending studying or practicing my cello?!? Right.
Over time, of course, the protesting worked. After
school sports and activities, play practice, meetings of
every ilk, all gradually crowded out the time we had to
eat together, much less any “extra” time for
conversation or devotions. Sigh.
I’m sad to say that Matt and I were much less dedicated
and patient about doing family devotions. We were
pretty diligent at taking time for a meal prayer before we
ate when the kids were younger. And we still do take
time for prayer when we’re all home and we’ve cleared
off the table so that we can be there instead of plopping
down in front of the TV. But most of the
time? Nope. I’m not proud of it, but it’s the truth, and I
want to change, so I need to do something about it.
Here’s the thing. I firmly believe it is important for us to
begin our meetings at church with prayer and
Devotions. The word itself says it all: to Whom (or
what?) are we devoted? The first thing we do, before
we start the meeting or the meal or activity, is to remind
ourselves Whose AGENDA needs to be in front of us.
We need to make time for prayer and devotions first, so
that we can be sure that our agenda aligns with God’s
agenda.
Martin Luther, when once asked what his plans, for the
following day were, answered: “Work, work, from early
until late. In fact, I have so much to do that I shall spend the
first three hours in prayer.” (there are even studies to
prove that taking more time for devotions can actually
shorten meeting times because you are more clear of
your purpose!)
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Taking time to pray was a necessity even for Jesus, God
in-the-flesh. “Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got
up and went out to an isolated place to pray. Later Simon
and the others went out to find him. When they found him,
they said, “Everyone is looking for you.” But Jesus
replied, “We must go on to other towns as well, and I will
preach to them, too. That is why I came.’” (Mark 1:35-38)
Taking time for prayer gave Jesus (and gives us) the
energy and the clarity to remember and to live out His
mission: “We must go on to other towns as well, and I will
preach to them, too. That is why I came.’” (Mark 1:38)
At our Annual Meeting, we voted on an updated Mission
Statement for our congregation: Our mission is to
connect with God as we live in faith, are known by
love, and cultivate hope. (It really is short enough so I
could write that from memory!) I’m looking forward to
seeing how these 19 words can be fleshed out in our
ministry over the coming months.
As we crafted this statement, you wanted to be sure that
“connect with God” was the first and most important
step. Connecting first with God enables us to do
everything else in our lives with integrity. Making time
for devotions (at church and at home) forces us to
remember the One to Whom we are devoted. Prayer
helps us remember “why I came.”
In the coming months, let’s help each other recognize
that making – time for prayer and devotions is the first
and most important task of the day. I know I need
help. And maybe closing our eyes will keep us from
rolling them?!?
Lord, help me be devoted only to You.
Your Sister in Christ –

Featured Article: Deacons
Happy new year to all, we had a great last meeting
with lots of information being provided. In a
nutshell, we made sure everything was set for
Mary Fern's retirement party on January 8, gave
feedback on the Christmas Eve service, discussed
the new member’s classes to be held Wednesday,
January 11 at 5:15, and also January 15 after
worship. We will be welcoming new members into
the church on January 22 before the annual
meeting.
Some things to be aware of in the coming months:
Ash Wednesday is March 1. We will be starting our
Lenten services that night with a dinner of
spaghetti, salad and bread at 5:45. To make things
a little different, we will be doing service projects
on all our Wednesday night services starting at
6:30. More information to come on what projects
in the weeks ahead.
As many are aware, Carol Morgen will be moving
sometime in the spring. She is a part of a very
valuable group called the Hospitality Committee.
We will be looking for a few people that enjoy

meeting new people. This committee made up of
Nancy Kirouac and Carol Morgen does a great
service of taking cookies and information about
our church to people that visit us on any given
Sunday. If this sounds like something you would
enjoy, please talk with one of the deacons or even
with Nancy and Carol.
We will also be implementing a new form for
activities and events going on in the church. Our
hope is to streamline things and make finding
information easier for all concerned. In this form
you will need to have all your contact information,
along with any articles that need to be used for
publicity purposes.
On February 12, we will be having a retreat after
church. It is called “love fest.” More information
will be coming out soon.
For a full report, check out the deacons binder in
the office cupboard.

Search Committee update...
To start, I want to say thank you to all for the prayers you are giving us. We have started receiving some
more profiles and have a few that we feel are worth looking into further. We are meeting on the first
Monday of the month along with other times as needed. We have some phone interviews that we are
setting up in the coming weeks. We ask that you continue to pray for those of us on the search
committee, that we have open minds and hearts to hear where God is leading us, to give thanks and
praise to God for whoever our new pastor will be, and to pray for blessings on our new pastor and those
whose profiles we have received in the past that they might find the church God has planned for them.
Grace and Peace,
Rachel Ackley
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Church Council Meeting Minutes Jan. 12, 2017
PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the
minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety, they
are available in the binder in the church office.
MEMBERS PRESENT: Lori Jurek (moderator), Carol
Morgen, Dianne Loewel, Duane Loewel, Pastor Susan
Schneider-Adams
Meeting was called to order by Lori Jurek at 6:30 p.m.
NEW BUSINESS
Annual Meeting – The Annual Meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, January 22. We agreed that the proposed
mission statement would begin with “Our mission is to .
. .” and that has been added.
Website Re-design – Ministry Designs, UCC’s web
partner, is giving away websites to every local church
that needs one. This offer runs from January 1 through
February 15. We decided this would be a great
opportunity for us, and we would only be responsible
for a $35 monthly hosting fee. Dianne will work with
Sonya and/or Carrie to get us signed up. Dustin Smith
has expressed an interest in helping with the website,
so he will be contacted to see if he wants to be
involved.
Church Directory – A few people have expressed an
interest in creating a new pictorial directory. It’s a
great tool for a new pastor to have an updated
directory to help put names with faces. We have the
software to make our own directories. Lori is willing to
take photos again. Dianne will check on the printing
expense. We will aim for the last couple weeks of April
to take the photos.
Governance Conversation – Approximately five people
participated in a conference call/webinar with the
Wisconsin Conference in December on the subject of
church governance. We believe the time is right to
begin the task of shifting into a new style of governance
for our church. Those who participated in the webinar
will set up a time soon for further discussion.
“Connections” featured article schedule – Last year we
set up a schedule for the various boards/committees of
the church to submit a newsletter article to
“Connections” highlighting what they are doing. We
felt this worked well and will plan to continue this year.
A schedule was created for the year.
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2017 meeting date/time for Council – The Council
would like to change their current meeting time. Lori
and Duane will have a conversation about this and
make recommendations to the group.
REPORTS
Due to the meeting already running over an hour, we
decided to forego the Board/Committee reports this
month.
Pastor (Pr. Sue) –
 Silent Messengers mime group is scheduled for
Sunday, April 2. This will also be a communion
Sunday.
 ABC’s of Faith Adult Study – A new 7-week study
Ragamuffin Gospel will be held on Sunday mornings
at 8:30, beginning January 15.
 Pastor Sue will attend interim ministry gathering on
January 18 at the conference office in DeForest.
 Pastor Sue is planning a couple days out of the
office at a retreat center to plan out the Lenten
programming and Lenten worship.
 Lenten programming: Ash Wednesday is March 1.
Lenten Wednesdays – thinking about doing
intergenerational service projects.
NEXT MEETING: Thursday, February 2 at 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Carol Morgen, Church Clerk

Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers January 2017
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church office if
anyone is interested in more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of December 31, 2016
Income/contributions
$ 17,968.38
Fundraising
$ 1,856.21
Interest
$
17.05
In Kind Services
$ 23,000.00
Total Income
$ 42,841.84
Expenses
($38,941.35)
Fund Transfers
$ ( 0.00)
Net Income
$ 3,900.29

YTD
$ 191,019.47
$ 22,660.00
$
63.66
$ 23,163.00
$ 236,906.13
($213,782.19)
$
(0.00)
$ 23,123.94

Account Balances December 31, 2016:
Checking
$ 2,992.99
Savings
$12,061.84
Mortgage Balance

$860,852.25

We encourage you to consider the convenience of electronic giving. It is easy to set up and assures that your pledged
contribution is included every month. That helps the church meet our obligations and keeps your giving even so you
don’t have to make up for missed weeks! See Carrie or Sonya for details or get a form on the information table in the
gathering area near the front doors to the church.
Scrip Report December, 2016:
Checking Account Balance =
$2,333.32
Inventory Balance =
$ 450.00
Total SCRIP Assets =

$2,783.32

December profit =
Rebates =
Year to date profit =

$ 254.71
$ 91.18
$1,205.51
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Come One, Come All
To the 3rd Annual
Corinthians Carnival
at Roberts UCC

March 5, 2017
Lunch 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
(free will donation)

Walking Tacos
Hot Dogs and Chips
Fruit • Cotton Candy • Animal Crackers • Popcorn
Lemonade • Milk • Coffee

Carnival 11:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Tickets: 25¢ each or 5/$1.00

FUN for the entire family!
Games ● Face Painting ● Crazy Carnival Hair● Prizes

Fellowship!

Volunteers are needed for:
Serving Food
Cleanup
Games and Activities
If anyone is interested in helping, please contact a member of the
CE Board: Tracy Ronnander, Ashley Stone, Meghan Ament,
Michelle Hansen, Mandy Clay
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COMMUNITY DINNER
Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship
Thursday, February 2, 2017
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Menu:
Lasagna & French Bread
Lettuce Salad & Relish Tray
Assorted Bars
Beverages
Adults: $6.00
Take out is available

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive, Roberts WI 54023
715-749-3225
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Got Inspiration??
Monthly Photo Contest coordinated by SHIFT!
Congratulations to January —“Wisdom”
winner, Cindy Schultz!
Upcoming Themes:

February: Love

March: Winter Landscapes

Photos due by the 10th of each month.
Contest rules:
1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net
2. Include what it was about the photo that you found inspiring
3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person
4. SHIFT! reserves the right to add age categories based on participation
5. Contest open to both members and friends of Roberts UCC

FAMILY FRESH DONATION!
Thanks to all who have collected and turned in Family Fresh/Econo Foods grocery receipts. We hit our goal of
$150,000 in total receipts, and Carol Morgen and Lori Jurek recently accepted a check in the amount of $1000
from SpartanNash through their Direct Your Dollars fundraising program. Trustees voted to set the money aside
to begin a fund for flooring. We are now starting our third round of collecting receipts. As a reminder, the
collection box is on the table next to the mail cabinet in the gathering area. Let’s see how quickly we can reach
the $150,000 mark this time!

Dear Friends,
It is with much gratitude that I have as I write this. The tribute on
Sunday was overwhelming, and despite my “protests”, much appreciated.
My years in the music program have meant so much to me and
admittedly, I will miss it! But so good to know that we have so many
talented people in our congregation.
God Bless you all, and thank you all so much.
Love,
Mary Fern
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Roberts UCC Prayer Chain
Please take time at Noon on Wednesdays to make a special prayer for
our church community.
Thank You for praying for those on our prayer list.

Linda Dulon
Audrey Ackley
Marge Johnson
Jim Johnson
Mike Hesselink
Helen Stoltz-Wood

Lois Hall
Vi Dull
Ken & Marcia Graf Marge Wolske
Kriese Shaver
Terry McKinley
Jackie Hunter
Karen Loenser
Bernie McGaver
Jean Foster
Plymouth Congregational UCC, Eau Claire

Eric Fisher
Marilyn Hayes
Dennis Peterson
Walt & Donna Lamson
Jane Getzie

Those serving on active military duty and our state & communities in Law Enforcement and those
facing medical tests or procedures.

Our prayers are with the families of
David Cowles & John “Jack” Reynolds Holmes
who joined the Saints in Light in January.

Celebrating February

Celebrating February

Birthdays

Anniversaries

1

Mark Clay

11

Bruce Libby

13

Dave McKenna

15

Delila Johnson

17

Leslie Dull

19

Shelly Dull

21

Carol Dull
Roger Ray

25

Barbara Haas

26

Brian Poulin

27

Ken Fern

28

John Vorwald

3

Carol & Leroy Lindquist

9

Danielle & Justin Johnson

14

Mary & Wes Frederick

Please contact the church office if we have
missed your birthday, anniversary, or have any
corrections to update.

ABC’s (Adult Bible Conversations) of Faith – SUNDAY MORNINGS, 8:30- 9:20 am
We are reading and discussing The Ragamuffin Gospel by Brennan Manning. EVERYONE is welcome –
even if you are not able to make it every week, or you can’t finish the reading -- this is a judgment-free
zone! Join the conversation – make time this year to deepen your faith and grow your relationship with
God and your brothers & sisters in Christ. Contact Pastor Susan or Brett Budrow for more information or
to get a copy of the book.
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February 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1
12:00-12:05 pm
All Community
Prayer for RUCC

6:30 pm Bell Choir

5

8:30 am ABC’s of
Faith (adult study)
10:00 am
Worship with
Holy
Communion
Installation of Officers
12

8:30 am ABC’s of
Faith (adult study)
10:00 am Worship
and
Sunday School

6
3:30-6:30 pm
Girl Scouts mtg.

6:30 pm Bell Choir

13

14

15

16

20

21

22

8:30 am ABC’s of
Faith (adult study)
10:00 am Worship
and
Sunday School
All Church “Love Fest”
SCRIP orders

27

Sat
4
9:00-11:00 am
Financial Peace
University
2:00-5:00 pm
Lindquist’s
celebration

10

11

9:00-11:00 am
Financial Peace
University

17

18

9:00-11:00 am
Financial Peace
University
Pr. Sue vacation — 2/15– 2/21

23

24

25

9:00-11:00 am
Financial Peace
University

12:00-12:05 pm
All Community
Prayer for RUCC

Newsletter
Deadline
26

9

6:30 pm
Deacon’s mtg.

8:30 am ABC’s of
Faith (adult study) 3:30-6:30 pm
10:00 am Worship Girl Scouts mtg.
and
Sunday School

3

3:00 pm Women’s
Fellowship mtg.
4:30-6:30 pm
Community Dinner
7:00 pm Council mtg.

6:30 pm SHIFT! mtg.
at Nancy Kirouac’s

10:00 am Worship 12:00-12:05 pm
at
All Community
American Heritage
Prayer for RUCC
Center
6:00 pm “Dinner
in The Dark”—
Lions Club
6:30 pm Bell Choir

Fri

2

5:30 pm Christian
Education mtg.
7:30 pm
Trustees mtg.

SCRIP orders

19

8
12:00-12:05 pm
All Community
Prayer for RUCC

7

Thu

6:30 pm Bell Choir
28

Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays
Wednesdays

9:00-11:30 am

6:30-8:00 pm

Coming up in March:
March 1
March 2
March 5

Ash Wed. - Dinner & Worship
Community Dinner
Corinthians Carnival
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