Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
January 2017
New Mission Statement beginnings:

Connect with God— As we live by faith, Are known by love, And cultivate hope.*
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before
our God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

On the Agenda:
While everything on the Annual Meeting agenda Sunday,
January 22nd promises to be fascinating and spellbinding,
one unique item this year will be our conversation on the
proposed updated Mission Statement.
In addition to what is included in the Annual Reports, I
encourage you to re-read the eloquent article in the
December newsletter written by Moderator, Lori Jurek, as
you prepare for this conversation and vote. Her entire
article can be found on our website
http://www.robertsucc.org/).
Here is an excerpt:
“Following a number of additional exercises and discussions,
the updated Mission Statement being proposed by the small
group was presented: [Our mission is to]
connect with God,
as we live by faith,
are known by love,
and cultivate hope.

Save The
Date!!
Annual Meeting
Of

Roberts Congregational
United Church of Christ
ON

Sunday, January 22,
2017
immediately following
worship.
Upon adjournment,

“Closer examination of these words led us to identify several
lead-in lines which could be used in various situations:
We have come to . . .

we’ll move into
Fellowship Hall for
a Potluck Meal.

Join us to . . .
Let’s go forth to . . .
A community where you can . . .
This is where we can . . .

(Continued on Page 2)
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Lori poses the following questions for us to
consider: “. . . Is it an appropriate “funnel” for
each group to work through? Does it “fit” the
vision and goals of RUCC? Try substituting
“My” in place of “Our”: My mission is to
connect with God, as I live by faith, I am known
by love and cultivate hope. How does it feel to
you, personally?
At our Annual Meeting on January 22, 2017,
church members will be asked to vote on the
adoption of this Mission Statement. So spend
time with it; prayerfully consider if it is a Mission
Statement that lines up with your “image” of
what our mission should be.”
As the Body of Christ, each one of us is an
important part of our present and our future as
God’s people in this particular time and place!
Be part of the
conversation!

**The Annual Meeting of
Roberts Congregational UCC
is open to ANYONE, whether
or not you are a member of the
congregation. Those who are not yet
members have voice without vote.
If you would like to become a member,
or find out more about our congregation
and the United Church of Christ, sign up
now for Informational Gathering

I was trying to find the right words
to convey my gratitude for all the
ways you have gifted me not only in
this Christmas season, but in the
past year in ministry together. Your
gifts are thoughtful reminders of
who you are — homemade cookies and candies,
canned goods and wine, hand-crafted towels, cards,
and jewelry. Thank you for hugs, well wishes and
prayers, and to the Women’s Fellowship for the gift
of money. Thank you. Thank you.
As I looked at Christmas carols, scriptures, and
poetry, I was struck again by the words of W.H.
Auden. His Christmas Oratorio is 52 pages long, but
the poignant phrasing of The Time Being captures
both the hope and the challenge of the Word
became flesh and living among us. Here is just a
small portion of his masterpiece, perfect for the
season of Epiphany and the new year.
Well, so that is that. Now we must dismantle the tree,
Putting the decorations back into their cardboard boxes -Some have got broken -- and carrying them up to the attic.
The holly and the mistletoe must be taken down and burnt,
And the children got ready for school. There are enough
Left-overs to do, warmed-up, for the rest of the week -Not that we have much appetite, having drunk such a lot,
Stayed up so late, attempted -- quite unsuccessfully -To love all of our relatives, and in general
Grossly overestimated our powers. Once again
As in previous years we have seen the actual Vision and failed
To do more than entertain it as an agreeable
Possibility, once again we have sent Him away,
Begging though to remain His disobedient servant,
The promising child who cannot keep His word for long.
The Christmas Feast is already a fading memory,
And already the mind begins to be vaguely aware
Of an unpleasant whiff of apprehension at the thought
Of Lent and Good Friday which cannot, after all, now
Be very far off. . . .
God bless you and yours in the days and months
ahead. In Gratitude — Pastor Susan

Wednesday evening, Jan. 11 and/or
following worship on Sunday, Jan. 15.
New members will be received during
worship on January 22.

Page 2

SNOW DAYS!
Just a reminder that if schools are closed in the area
(Roberts, Baldwin-Woodville, etc.) church activities will
most likely be canceled that day/evening. In case of bad
weather, please call the church office before venturing out.

Church Council Meeting Minutes Dec. 1, 2016
PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the
minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety,
they are available in the binder in the church
office.
MEMBERS PRESENT: Lori Jurek (moderator), Carol
Morgen, Dianne Loewel, Duane Loewel, Pastor
Susan Schneider-Adams
Meeting was called to order by Lori Jurek at
7:40 p.m.
REPORTS
Women’s Fellowship – No report
Christian Education. Via e-mail from Mandy.
December 4 Sunday School lesson will be about
the history of the Advent wreath and the
symbolism of it. December 11, they will be
rehearsing the Christmas program and making
ornaments for the Christmas tree. Saturday,
December 17 will be Christmas program rehearsal
from 10 a.m. to 1:00 pm. December 18 is the
Christmas program during the 10:00 worship
service. Next Christian Education meeting is
December 8 at 5:30 p.m.
Trustees (Dianne) - Most of their time has been
spent on the budget, as well as processing
insurance claims.
SHIFT! (Lori) - SHIFT! has started a few new things.
T.H.U.G. Life Ministries (Truly Humble Under God)
is an organization which provides shelter and
support services for homeless teens. SHIFT! has
adopted one of the teens for Christmas, and will
also sponsor a teen for a year, which is a $10/
month commitment.
Prayer Squares are small little squares
(approximately 4-1/2 inches), and can be quilted,
crocheted, or knitted with a cross in the center.
They will be distributed to people on our prayer
list, shut-ins, military service members, OCC
shoeboxes, etc. The congregation is encouraged to
get involved by making these squares.
SHIFT! signed Christmas cards, which Carrie Fisher
distributed to military service members. The next
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meeting is Monday, December 12, and will be a
holiday party at Sonya Jansma’s house. The next
Grace Place dinner is scheduled for December 15.
Deacons (Duane) - Reviewed Stewardship Fair and
discussed different ideas for next year. The
nominating committee is having difficulty filling the
open positions on the boards. Several of our
church leaders will be attending a Webinar on
December 13 put on by the Wisconsin Conference
UCC regarding Governance and Administration.
They hope to come away with ideas to begin
restructuring our church leadership. Mary Fern is
retiring as organist/accompanist at the end of this
year. Deacons will host a recognition for Mary on
January 8 with cake served during the fellowship
time. A reception of new members is being
planned for next month.
Pastoral Search – The committee hasn’t received
any profiles in the last 2 months. Duane will have a
conversation with Rob McDougall about this.
Treasurer – No report
Pastor (Pr. Sue) - Pastor Sue led worship and
preached for 5 Sundays in November, as well as
one service at the American Heritage Care Center.
She had 12 pastoral calls, plus phone calls. The
ABC’s of Faith adult study continues on Wednesday
evenings. Mission statement beginnings - Pastor
Sue encouraged us all to look over our proposed
new mission statement. Read it, think and pray
about it. See if this best expresses our mission as
Roberts UCC.
Plymouth UCC in Eau Claire has a quilting group
that lost all their fabric in the fire. We will collect
100% cotton fabric to donate to them.

(continued on page 4)

Church Council Meeting Minutes (continued)
NEW BUSINESS

OTHER BUSINESS

Leadership Retreat – The hope is that each of the
boards and committees will include the proposed
mission statement topic on their agenda. Everyone
will be asked to vote on it at the annual meeting in
January.
Annual Meeting – The annual meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, January 22, immediately following the
worship service. A potluck dinner will be held
afterwards. All boards and committees are asked
have their reports to Tevy by December 28.

Deacons update ...
At the December meeting of the
Deacons we discussed many things to help us prepare
for the upcoming Christmas season. The hanging of the
greens went well on November 26 and we are looking
forward to the pizza party on December 4 as we finish
decorating the church. As many have heard, we will only
have one service on Christmas Eve at 4:30 pm and then
we will also have services on Christmas Day at our usual
Sunday service time. We hope lots of you will join us at
both services. Christmas Day will be a day of caroling
and learning, and we hope you will all come and enjoy
the time together worshiping the baby who was born in
a manger so that we might be born again into eternal
life. We did learn that Mary Fern will be retiring from
playing organ and piano for us, and we thank her for all
the years of music she has provided for us. It was very
much appreciated and will be greatly missed.

Approval of November meeting minutes – motion to
approve by Dianne, 2nd by Duane.
Closing Devotions – We read the new proposed
mission statement, along with its scripture basis.
Next meeting: January 12 at 6:30 p.m.
Adjournment – Motion by Duane to Adjourn.
Respectfully submitted,
Carol Morgen, Church Clerk

The stewardship faire was a lot of fun, and we hope that
as you learn more of what each board does in our
church, that you will consider joining one of them that
suits your passions. There are a lot of areas we are in
need of people to fill, everything from education for
those with a passion for teaching, to trustees for those
that like numbers, or maybe you like to work behind the
scenes to support the worship times, that would be a
deacon. As our church moves forward in our learning of
technology, we can always use people with a passion for
that area to help us out. We are praying that you will
have the courage to let us know what your passions are
and will heed the calling of the Holy Spirit in your life.
For a more complete update on our meeting you can
check out the complete minutes available in the office.
God Bless you and yours,
Rachel Ackley, Deacons Secretary

Search Committee update ...
We are still praying for our future minister. At this time they have not made themselves known to us so we continue
to search. We ask that you continue to keep all of us on the committee and our church in your prayers and that you
will pray for our future pastor. We praise God because we know that he has a great plan for our church and we just
need to be patient while He works for us in this area.
God Bless,
Rachel Ackley
Search Committee Secretary
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Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers - December 2016
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church
office if anyone is interested in more specifics.
Thank-you to everyone who provided a stewardship commitment for 2017. You can still turn in your cards
at any time! Also, thanks to the many volunteer hours in caring for the community, providing important
ministries, sharing talents in worship, and maintaining the blessing of our beautiful property.
Looking ahead: The Annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 22 followed by potluck.
General Fund Financial Summary as of November 30, 2016
Income/contributions
Fundraising
Income/other/in kind
Total Income
Expenses
Fund Transfers
Net Income

$ 16,748.35
$ 556.00
$
2.68
$ 17,307.03
($13,471.37)
$ (400.00)
$ 3,435.66

YTD

$ 175,559.78
$ 21,234.86
$
100.92
$ 196,895.56
($170,547.63)
$
(400.00)
$ 25,947.93

Account Balances October 31, 2016:
Checking
$ 2,662.26
Savings
$12,560.25
Mortgage Balance

$860,879.79

We encourage you to consider the convenience of electronic giving. It is easy to set up and assures that
your pledged contribution is included every month. That helps the church meet our obligations and keeps
your giving even so you don’t have to make up for missed weeks! See Carrie or Sonya for details or get a
form on the information table in the gathering area near the front doors to the church.

Scrip Report November, 2016:
Checking Account Balance =
Inventory Balance = $ 945.00
Total SCRIP Assets = $2,402.11
November profit = $ 96.14
Year to date profit =
$859.62
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$1,457.11

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEES FOR 2017
Women’s Fellowship meetings are open to all women of the church, and are held at 3:00 p.m., the first Thursday of
the month, with the exception of June, July and October. Community Dinner 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Chairperson of the committee needs to be REIMBURSED for expenses beyond food donated.
Each committee needs to take home everything they bring. Nothing should be left in the refrigerator. If you cannot
serve at your appointed time, please notify your chairperson. If you are not listed and would like to serve, please
contact one of the Executive Committee members.
Serving Dinner from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Plan food for 75 people
February 2, 2017

March 2, 2017

April 6, 2017

May 4, 2017

Lori Nelson**Chair

Meghan Ament**Chair

Patti Robertson*Co-chair

Margaret Cave**Chair

Julie Nelson*Co-chair

Lenore Pechuman* Co-chair

Margi Ricci *Co-chair

Judy Snoeyenbos*Co-chair

Mary Fern

Donna Ray

Mary Thorsen

Jean Foster

Jacque Nelson

Carol Morgen

Audrey Ackley

Nancy Waughtal

Sheryl Budrow

Cheryl Lindquist

Laurie Monteith

Mary Schultz

Dawn Budrow

Sonja Jansma

Carol McKinley

Cheryl Cowles

Roxy Nelson

Carol Lindquist

Sheryl Johnson

Mary Fern

Christy Smith

Brenda Poulin

Joanne Libby

Betty Schultz

June and July 2017

August 3, 2017

September 7, 2017

October 2017

Megan Frye**Chair

Katie Kapaun**Chair

Kathy Johnson*Co-chair

Cindy Schultz*Co-chair

We will not serve a meal in

Jan Kuschel

Connie Gillis

October due to the New

Trudy Hinkel

Dianne Loewel

England Dinner. If you

Elizabeth Croes

Carol Moenke

served in October, please

Renee Gullixson

Laura Logas

check to see where your

Chris Bohl

Wanda Hopkins

name was moved to.

We will not serve a meal in
June or July 2013 due to Good
Neighbor Days and July 4th
celebrations.

Ann Ostendorf
November 2 2017

December 7, 2017

January 4, 2018

February 1, 2018

Brenda Poulin*Co-Chair

Tracy Ronnander**Chair

Nancy Kirouac**Chair

Lori Jurek**Chair

Laurene Ray*Co-Chair

Sharon Johnson*Co-Chair

Judy Snoeyenbos*Co-Chair

Julie Nelson*Co-Chair

Pat Colbeth

Sharon Pizzi

Mary Grupe

Jacque Nelson

Glenda Hansen

Lori Gulich

Carol Dull

Sheryl Budrow

Suzie Lange

Rachel Ackley

Carrie Fisher

Mary Fern

Nancee Hurlburt

Gayle Rickert

Roene Frederick

Roxy Nelson

Mary Jo Ball

Jennah Stoffel

Marilyn Hayes

Dawn Budrow

Shelly (Brandon) Dull

Dixie Roberts

Mandy Clay

Christy Smith

Michelle Hansen
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Christy Risberg

(continued on page 7)

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEES FOR 2017

(continued)

Executive Committee

Funeral Committee

President: Lenore Pechuman 715-749-3836 PENDING

Sharon Johnson 715-749-3306

st

1 Vice President: Sharon Johnson 715-749-3306
nd

Mary Thorsen 715-220-3999

2 Vice President: Carol Dull 715-749-3858

Judy Snoeyenbos 715-425-6730

Rec. Secretary: Judy Snoeyenbos

Dixie Roberts 715-220-7088

715-425-6730

Treasurer: Judy Snoeyenbos 715-425-6730

Set-up and clean up—husbands

COMMUNITY DINNER
Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship
Thursday, January 5, 2017
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Menu:
Meat Loaf & Baked Potatoes
Green Beans & Rolls
Angel Food Cake with Berries
Beverages
Adults: $6.00
Take out is available

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive, Roberts WI 54023
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715-749-3225

Got Inspiration??
Monthly Photo Contest coordinated by
SHIFT!
Upcoming Themes:

January: Wisdom
February: Love
Photos due by the 10th of each month.
Contest rules:
1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net
2. Include what it was about the photo that you found inspiring
3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person
4. SHIFT! reserves the right to add age categories based on participation
5. Contest open to both members and friends of Roberts UCC

SHIFT! Ongoing Ministry Opportunities






Grace Place Collection Drive: Items needed include diapers, wipes, formula, personal care items and
pillows
Prayer Squares: Knit, crochet or quilt these small squares as a tangible reminder of the love and prayers
being sent to the recipient from RUCC
T.H.U.G. Life Ministry: Monthly sponsorship of a homeless teen in our area
Quarterly trips to Feed My Starving Children to pack meals and financially support their program
Bi-Monthly dinners paid for, prepared and served by SHIFT to clients of Grace Place

Anyone wishing to participate in SHIFT activities is welcome to join in as it fits their schedule! Those who
are not able to physically participate but wish to financially support these outreach programs are invited to
make donations to RUCC, attn. SHIFT noting where you’d like your contribution to be used. Questions can
be directed to Lori Jurek at 715-386-3214 or aljurek@baldwin-telecom.net.

PRAYER SQUARES
As you may have heard, the SHIFT group is starting a new ministry project. We are collecting Prayer
Squares that will be given to people who are in need of prayers, encouragement, etc. The squares can be
knitted, crocheted, or quilted, and should be approximately 4 inches square with a cross in the center.
We would like the wider congregation to participate in making these Prayer Squares. Knitting and
crocheting patterns are available at church. If you would like to participate, but don’t have the skills, Carol
Morgen is teaching a basic knitting and crocheting class on Tuesday, January 17, 6:00 p.m. We will meet in
the church conference room. Below is a list of materials you should bring:
FOR KNITTING: Size 7 knitting needles (circular or straight); sport or baby weight yarn in your choice of
color. FOR CROCHETING: Size E crochet hook; sport or baby weight yarn—2 skeins
of first color (can be 1 skein rolled into 2 balls), 1 skein of second color. If anyone
would like to come help teach, or be available for questions, you are more than
welcome to come! If you have questions, contact Carol Morgen at carol@morgen.us
or 715-377-2526.
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NEW YEARS RESOLUTION?
Do you make New Year’s resolutions? This year instead of focusing on yourself (resolutions like weight loss,
more exercise, etc.), why not resolve to do more to help others? An excellent opportunity to begin that
resolution is with our next Feed My Starving Children packing session. It is scheduled for:

Saturday, January 7
9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Eagan location
We will carpool from the church, leaving at 8:00 a.m.
Sign up on the clipboard at church, or contact Carol Morgen at carol@morgen.us or 715-377-2526.
You will leave feeling so good that you had a hand in helping to feed God’s children!

Roberts Food Pantry
Items needed in the food pantry include:
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January SCRIP orders will be placed
on the 15th and 29th.
Starting in February, orders will be
placed on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.



bathroom tissue



paper towels



kleenex
THANK YOU!

Roberts UCC Prayer Chain
Please take time at Noon on Wednesdays to make a special prayer for
our church community.
Thank You for praying for those on our prayer list.

Linda Dulon
Vi Dull
Ken & Marcia Graf Marge Wolske
Jerry Vasfaret
Terry McKinley
Jim Johnson
Jackie Hunter
Rick Fenstermaker Bernie McGaver
Jean Foster
Jerry Johnson
Plymouth Congregational UCC, Eau Claire

Eric Fisher
David Cowles
Dennis Peterson
Karen Loenser
Brian Wille
Keith Johnson

Audrey Ackley
Marge Johnson
Jane Getzie
Charlie Logas
Mike Kamm
Kriese Shaver

Those serving on active military duty and our state & communities in Law Enforcement
Those facing medical tests or procedures.
Our prayers are with the family of Tini Bussmann (grandmother of Christy
Smith), who joined the Saints in Light on December 29th.

Celebrating January Birthdays
10

David Fisher

18

Trevor Nelson

13

Dennis Peterson

21

Macie Segebrecht

14

Jacob Stoffel

23

Tyson Ferrick

24

Margaret Cave

31

David Hansen

16

Lenore Pechuman

17

Marvin Hinkel

Celebrating January
Anniversaries
1

Bill & Margo Schultz

26

John & Nicole Vorwald

Please contact the church office if we have
missed your birthday, anniversary, or have any
corrections to update.
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January 2017
Sun
1

10:00 am
Worship with
Holy
Communion

8

10:00 am
Worship and
Sunday School
Reception for
Mary Fern
& UN-Hanging of
Greens
following worship
15

10:00 am Worship
and
Sunday School

Mon
2

Tue

5

12:00-12:05 pm
All Community
Prayer for RUCC

1:00 pm Quilting Party
3:00 pm Women’s
Fellowship mtg.
5:30 pm Pastor4:30-6:30 pm
Parish Relations
Community Dinner
6:30 pm Bell Choir
6:30 pm ABC’s of Faith 6:30 pm Deacons mtg.
9

11
12:00-12:05 pm
10:00 am Worship
All Community
at
Prayer for RUCC
American Heritage
Center

12

17

19

10

16

18
12:00-12:05 pm
All Community
Prayer for RUCC

6

EPIPHANY

Sat
7
9:00-11:00 am
Feed My
Starving
Children

13

14

20

21

Newsletter
Deadline

6:30 pm Bell Choir
6:30 pm ABC’s of Faith
23

Fri

5:30 pm Christian
Education mtg.
6:30 pm Council mtg.
7:30 pm Trustees
6:30 pm Bell Choir
mtg.
6:30 pm ABC’s of Faith

6:30 pm SHIFT! mtg.
at Carol Morgen’s

10:00 am Worship
w/Reception of
1:00-7:00 pm
New Members and American Red
Sunday School
Cross Blood
ANNUAL MEETING
Drive

24

25

26

27

28

12:00-12:05 pm
All Community
Prayer for RUCC

with
POTLUCK to follow

29

Thu

4

3

SCRIP orders

22

Wed

6:30 pm Bell Choir
6:30 pm ABC’s of Faith
30

31

10:00 am Worship
and
Sunday School
SCRIP orders

Coming up in February:

Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays
Wednesdays

9:00-11:30 am

Feb. 2

Community Dinner

Feb. 14 Lions Club—”Dinner in the Dark” fundraiser

6:30-8:00 pm
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