Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
April 2017
Mission Statement:

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember
before our God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Holy Week
Don’t skip from Palm Sunday
“Hosannas” to Easter “Alleluias!”
Take time with Jesus at the cross.
Plan to worship during Holy Week invite a friend or neighbor to join you!

Easter Breakfast
Sunday, april 16, 2017
8am- 9:30am

Palm /Passion Sunday, April 9, 10 am ~ Celebrate Jesus'
triumphal entry into Jerusalem with a Palm Processional and
mark the events of Holy Week, during which Jesus ate the
Last Supper with his disciples, was betrayed and crucified.
Our worship will include a dramatic reading of the Passion
Narrative. Children will be excused for Sunday school following our Palm processional.

Maundy Thursday worship, April 13, 6:30 pm - This
meaningful, family-friendly worship will recall the last night of
Jesus’ life, when He shared the Passover meal with his disciples washing their feet in the manner of a servant, instituted
the Lord's Supper, and gave us the commandment to “love
one another as I have loved you.” (John 13:34-35) Don’t miss it!

Easter Sunday, April 16, 7:00 & 10:00 am ~

Menu Includes:
Assorted Egg Bakes
Sausages
Fresh Fruit
Muffins
Beverages

Sponsored by SHIFT!

Celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord with song, prayer,
scripture and Holy Communion. Choir will sing & Bell choir
play at 10 am worship.

Free Will Donations will be
accepted To benefit

8:00—9:30 am — Easter breakfast, hosted by SHIFT!

Feed My starving children

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Pastor: Susan Schneider-Adams - ruccpastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Tevy Murkve - ruccsecretary@gmail.com

There’s a saying, “you can never
step in the same river twice.”
It might be the same place, with
the same GPS location, but the
fact is, the water, the bottom, the
banks, everything is constantly
changing because of its very
nature. And so it is with the church, the body of
Christ. In our baptism, we are drenched in the living
waters that ebb and flow with the movement of the
Holy Spirit. The constant is that we belong to God.
We are hard-wired to value relationships. Our core
belief in the Triune nature of God –Creator, Christ,
Holy Spirit — reminds us that God’s very self is
relational. “God is love” may seem like just a nice
short Bible verse we teach our youngest children,
but it is in fact, the most profound truth in our faith.
God came in Jesus Christ because the only way we
can truly understand the fullness of God’s love for
us is through the unpredictable everydayness of
living. Even Jesus’ life was filled with unexpected
moments and “interruptions” and detours. And at
every turn, we see how God reveals love through
responding and relating to each unique person and
situation. There is no one ‘correct’ way for us to do
things, except to respond in love, as Jesus did.
Why does this matter? Because one of the greatest
temptations we face is trying to keep the status quo.
Don’t rock the boat—keep everything just as it is
and was, and ever more shall be—and then I don’t
really have to pay attention to you or to the way we
live and act together. We start to believe that if we
can figure out the “right way” to do something, we
can just teach that, everyone will get along, and God
will love us more.
Except that life happens. And if there’s anything
that can remind us that God always works through
horrific, unwanted events in our lives, it is the story
of Christ’s death and resurrection. After three years
with Jesus, and the disciples thought they had a
pretty good idea of what was next. They knew he
was about love, but they also knew that he wasn’t
about to let things stay as they were. They knew
Jesus was going to change things, and they were
ready for a revolution.
Watching Him be betrayed, flogged, crucified and
die the humiliating, excruciating death of a criminal
was NOT part of their plan. Now what? Now who
would they follow? Now who would lead the
revolution that was going to change everything?

Page 2

Everything had changed. Nothing was as it had
been, and this motley crew of men and women hid
for their lives as they struggled to figure out what
they were supposed to do next. Their very identity
had been re-shaped and re-formed by the man who
lived and breathed compassion and healing love. If
He was no longer around, what were they supposed
to do?
They were forgetting that they already knew.
Because they had been living and watching,
listening and taking in all that Jesus did and said, it
was now a part of who they were, too.
Over the
next weeks and months, we, too, will be going
through all those feelings of “now what?” As you
prayerfully consider a pastoral candidate on April 29
-30, remember that our faith is and always will be
about relationships. Because we are called to be
Christ’s body, the church was never meant to be a
static institution with one particular group of people
doing the same things in the same way in the same
place. Jesus spent His life warning against!
So, look around you. Pay attention to the living,
breathing, changing face of Christ in every person
you meet. The constant in our lives as Christ’s
Body is Christ, who is alive! Everything else needs
to adjust and change and respond to the Holy Spirit
breath that is our Life. God is always calling up new
leaders and sending us new people with the gifts and
graces we need to do the work of the gospel. But
God is also drawing out the strengths and wisdom
from among us in new ways—so keep your mind &
ears, your heart & eyes open.
You never know when and who God is sending us
to flesh out the Good news of the living Christ! So,
as you continue to explore who you are as the
gathered body of Christ, and who God is calling to
lead you on this next part of your journey together,
may you never forget WHOSE we are. We belong
to Christ, who goes before us, leading the Way.
Who you are as Roberts UCC is not defined by any
one particular person, but by the living Christ, who
calls us to follow and serve as individuals and as the
church.
In the familiar words of Thomas Chisholm:
“. . . Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail
not; as Thou has been, Thou forever wilt be.
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning, new mercies I see;
all I have needed, Thy hand has provided.
Great is Thy faithfulness,
Lord unto me!”

Featured Article: Board of Trustees
We are a hearty group of 6 volunteers.
We meet on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6 p.m.
We create a budget, each year, which must be approved by the congregation at our Annual Meeting.
We approve major expenditures.
We approve facility usage requests.
We make sure the building and its grounds are maintained and insured.
We set the salaries for our employees.
We must approve and sign all contracts.
We will set capital campaigns to achieve the financial and building improvement goals of the congregation.
We are Dianne Loewel, Nancy Kirouac, Eric Fisher, Chris Bohl, Deb Holmes, Cecil Brighton.
We are highly dependent upon our Co-Treasurers, Sonya Jansma and Carrie Fisher. Thank you for volunteering to do
this work for our congregation.
We are thankful for the wonderful volunteers who keep our building clean and make repairs and shovel snow and
keep up the gardens and plow the snow and change the marquee on our front lawn and mow the lawn and clean the
kitchen and wash the windows and………
We welcome all who wish to help maintain our building, or may have ideas on how to beautify or improve our
facility. Any fundraising ideas out there? Please contact any of the Trustees to volunteer your time and talents.
We thank you God, for our RUCC community and the opportunity to serve in your name.
Dianne Loewel

Board of Deacons
As always, we had lots to talk about at our monthly meeting. Easter is on its way, so we are right in the middle of
Lent right now. We are having services every Wednesday and would love to have more people join us to help with
our service projects. The flowers for Easter will be ordered and the sanctuary decorated in April. If this is an area
that you enjoy helping with, please let Megan Frye or Rachel Ackley know. They would love the help. We have found
we are in need of some backup accompanists. If you know of anyone that enjoys playing the piano and could help
out on short notice, please have them contact the office with their name and phone number. The Silent Messengers
will be with us on April 2 to lead worship. Invite your friends to come for the service. These kids do a fantastic job
and give a very impactful message. Coming up in May, we will have a church retreat, so mark your calendars for the
13th and come join us in finding our vision for our church. And keep your eyes and ears open as we may have it off
site, so you will want to know where we are going to be.
For a full report, check out the Deacons’ binder in the office cupboard.
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Church Council Meeting Minutes: March 2
MEMBERS PRESENT: Lori Jurek (Moderator), Mandy
Clay, Marge Wolske, Cheryl Lindquist, Megan Frye,
Nancy Kirouac and Pastor Susan Schneider-Adams.
Meeting was called to order by Lori Jurek at 6:05 p.m.
Devotions/opening prayer - “How I know God is Real”
and “You Are Welcome”
Motion was made by Nancy to approve the minutes
from the February 2, 2017 meeting; 2nd by Marge.
Motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS
Website: Tevy has been instructed to terminate current
website provider. As of March 10th, we will be without
a website Jo Fenstermaker and Lori Jurek are working
hard to get the new site put together. They are excited
about the content it will offer and hope to have it up
and running as soon as possible.
Lent: Megan reported that projects for each Lenten
service are planned. We are still in need of some
supplies. People are asked to check the large bulletin
board to see how they can help. Mealtime will begin at
5:30pm. Service projects will start at 6:15pm. We will
close with a blessing at 7pm. We are still in need of
people to serve a light supper on March 15 and April 5.
Please let the Deacons or Pastor Sue know if you can
help!
Visioning Workshop: Due to low attendance, our
February 29 workshop was cancelled. Now that we have
a Mission Statement we would like the Congregation to
come together to make progress on a Vision Statement.
Council members scheduled the next all-church event,
titled “Whose Who”, for Saturday, May 13 from 9 to
11am. All those serving on boards and committees are
asked to make it a priority to attend.
Reports
Women’s Fellowship (Marge): Central St. Croix News
and New Richmond News charge to put an event in their
paper if money is going to be made from the event.
Planning on taking a flyer to Baldwin Lightstream; they
will put it on their TV station for free. Decided not to do
a salad bar luncheon this year. Will continue to talk
about the event and schedule it for the future. Sharon is
going to update the funeral homes with what meal
options we offer for funerals.
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SHIFT! (Lori): Next meeting is on Monday, March 13th.
Upcoming events: serving lunch at Corinthians Carnival
on March 5th, serving supper March 29th for the Lent
service. SHIFT is also planning on serving Easter Sunday
Breakfast. The next Feed My Starving Children meal
packing date will on be Saturday, April 8th. Carol
Morgan has stepped down as the Feed My Starving
Children coordinator. Jo Fenstermaker has graciously
stepped in to take over as the coordinator.
Christian Ed (Mandy): Next meeting is on Thursday,
March 9th. Getting ready for Corinthians Carnival on
Sunday, March 5th. The schedule and curriculum is set
for the rest of the year. Vacation Bible School dates TBA.
Deacons (Megan): Working on the Lent series and the
service projects. Nancy Kirouac and Carol Dull will be
heading up hospitality committee. Tote bags should be
in anytime now. Will be getting Easter Flower order
forms to hand out. Ordering palms for Palm Sunday.
Pastoral Search (Megan): Still receiving profiles to
consider. The committee has narrowed down the pool
and is getting excited. Please continue to send prayers
for the Search Committee.
Treasurer: Not Available
Trustees (Nancy): Trustees will be meeting on the 2nd
Thursday of each month at 6:00pm. Don Graf is setting
up an appointment with Boldt’s Plumbing and Heating
to come in and get an assessment on some work that
needs to be done. The board has completed Tevy’s
review. Brett Budrow has agreed to shovel, if we get
more snow. The new safe is coming on Monday. Terry
Dull is going to work on cleaning up and repairing doors.
The Fee Schedule for the building use has been set.
Auction TBA. The insurance settlement check for the
break-in has been received.
Pastor’s Report (Pr. Sue): Pastor Sue has submitted her
Letter of Resignation. See Pastor’s report for full report.
Next Meeting. April 6 at 6:00 pm.
Cheryl volunteered to lead the April Devotion
Adjournment. Motion by Nancy.

Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl L. Lindquist, Church Clerk

Treasurer’s Report
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are
in a binder in the church office if anyone is interested in more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of February 28, 2017
Income/contributions
$ 10,965.95
**Fundraising (SCRIP)
($ 814.50)
Interest
$
1.67
In Kind Services
$
Total Income
$ 10,153.12
Expenses
($ 7,061.93)
Net Income
$ 3,091.19

YTD
$ 25,529.25
$ 1,017.22
$
2.73
$
$ 26,549.20
($22,040.57)
$ 4,508.63

Account Balances December 31, 2016:
Checking
$ 1,020.78
Savings
$ 7,461.84
Mortgage Balance

$850,373.38

** NOTE: Scrip deposits are not reflected in the report, please see numbers below:
We encourage you to consider the convenience of electronic giving. It is easy to set up and assures that your pledged
contribution is included every month. That helps the church meet our obligations and keeps your giving even so you
don’t have to make up for missed weeks! See Carrie or Sonya for details or get a form on the information table in the
gathering area near the front doors to the church.
Scrip Report February, 2017:
Checking Account Balance =
Inventory Balance =
Total SCRIP Assets =

$2,133.25
$1,100.00
$3,233.25

SCRIP February profit =
SCRIP Year to date profit =

$ 51.46
$183.68

Search Committee update...

Save The Date!!
Candidating weekend &
Special Congregational
Meeting
Sunday, April 30, 2017
Immediately following worship.

The purpose shall be to vote on the
recommendation of the Search Committee
to call our next settled Pastor and Teacher
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Good news!
The Search Committee is pleased to announce we have scheduled a Candidate’s
Weekend to present our recommendation
for the next settled Pastor and Teacher of
Roberts Congregational United Church of
Christ to each of you.
In the coming days, we will be sending
out a letter of introduction along with details of events planned for April 29 and 30.
Mark your calendars and watch your
mailbox for further information. The candidate will lead worship & preach on Sunday, April 30, after which we will have a
congregational meeting and vote.
Praise God!

COMMUNITY DINNER
Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship
Thursday, April 6, 2017
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Menu:
Shredded Beef
Baked Beans
Salad Bar
Assorted Cakes
Beverages
Adults: $6.00 - Children 5-10 years: $3.00 - Under 5 years: free

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive, Roberts WI 54023
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715-749-3225

Feed My Starving Children
Saturday, April 8
Eagan, MN
9:00 – 11:00 AM
(carpool from church available @ 8:00 AM)
We have ten spots to fill for our next session at Feed My Starving Children. This is a great opportunity to help feed
God’s hungry children around the world and is in keeping with our Church’s “service project” theme for Lent.
There aren’t many service opportunities where adults and children can work side-by-side. However, at FMSC,
children as young as six years old are encouraged and welcomed to participate. This work really touches the hearts
of our young people who have served.
Please sign up on the clipboard at Church or contact Jo Fensterrmaker at
612-437-7890.

Future dates:
Saturday, July 29, 9:00-11:00 AM (meet @ church for carpooling @ 8:00 AM)
Saturday, October 21 - 9:00-11:00 AM (meet @ church for carpooling @ 8:00 AM)

CLOTHESLINE
THANK YOU!
We have received many thank you notes from
those that we purchased gifts for this past
Christmas. I will quote one of the cards
" Thank you for reaching out to someone you
don't know, but helped out with gifts and
hope." I think that says it all. Your gifts were
dearly appreciated.
Sincerely,
Nancy Kirouac

Graduate Recognition - Sunday, May 14
It’s that time of year already! If you know of anyone
who has graduated or received other educational
honors (high school, college, trade school, GED, certification, etc.) since June, 2016, please let the office
know by April 20. We would like to include a brief
statement about any future plans, etc. in the next
newsletter. Please join us for 10 am worship so we
can celebrate your achievements!
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W.W.W.
WHOSE Who are We??
Make plans now to take part in a fun,
interactive morning with your church
family. We’ll explore who we are
and WHOSE we are as we
prepare for the exciting months ahead!
(maybe even a peak at our new church website?!?)

You won’t want to miss this!
Lots more info. to come
When: Saturday, May 13th, 2017
Time: 8:30am to 12pm
Location: To be announced
RSVP by May 1st: Church office
(Child activities available upon request by May 1)

Got Inspiration??
Monthly Photo Contest coordinated by SHIFT!
Upcoming Themes:

April: New Life
May: Home Sweet Home
June: Adventure
Photos due by the 10th of each month.

Contest rules:
1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net
2. Include what it was about the photo that you found inspiring
3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person
4. SHIFT! reserves the right to add age categories based on participation
5. Contest open to both members and friends of Roberts UCC

Congratulations to February —“Love”
winner, Rachel Ackley!

Hug

March winner to be announced...
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Roberts UCC Prayer Chain
Please take time at noon on Wednesdays to make a special prayer for
our church community.
Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.
Mike Hesselink
Marilyn Hayes
Jim Moenke
Jean Foster
Marge Wolske
*
*
*
*

Linda Jourdeans
Terry McKinley
Eric Fisher
Vi Dull
Bernie McGaver

Sheryl Johnson
Dennis Peterson
Marge Johnson
Jane Getzie
Kriese Shaver

Those serving on active Military duty, & serving our state
& communities in Law Enforcement
Those facing medical tests or procedures
At American Heritage Care Center, Hammond:
Mike Hesselink, Walt & Donna Lamson
At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink

Celebrating April
Birthdays
2

Laura Logas

23

Connie Gillis

3

Jerry Vasfaret
Julia Morgen

25

Dick Colbeth

26

8

Roxie Hatch
Dylan Frye

Brett Budrow
Ryan Hansen

27

Ceola Lindquist

9

Sheryl Johnson

29

Nancy Kirouac

13

Rusty Cox

30

Anna Lindquist

21

Tim Myer

Celebrating April
Anniversaries

Missed:
Jo Fenstermaker

March 17

4

Ken & Mary Fern
Earl & Lenore Pechuman

6

Skyler & Hayley Henley

24

Roger & Laurene Ray

29

Don & Rockie Graf
Steve & Roxanne Nelson

Please contact the church office if we have
missed your birthday, anniversary, or have any
corrections to update.
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Lois Hall
Jackie Hunter
Ken Graf
Charlie Logas
Karen Loenser

Doug Logas

Our prayers are with the family of Linda Dulon,
who joined the Saints in Light on March 17.
A Gathering of Family and Friends from 1:00-5:00 p.m.
on Saturday, April 8, 2017 at the O’Connell Family
Funeral Home, 520 S. 11th St., Hudson,
with a brief prayer service at 4:30 p.m.

Roberts Food Pantry
Products always needed in the food shelf:
Toothbrush
Toothpaste
Shampoo
Bar soap
Band-aids
Toilet paper
Kleenex
Paper towels
Plastic wrap
Laundry detergent
Dish soap
Multi-purpose cleaners
In one typical month the pantry will dispense:
200 rolls of toilet tissue
45-50 boxes of Kleenex
40 rolls of paper towels
50 jugs of laundry soap
35-40 each of shampoo, toothpaste, soap
These are items that cannot be bought with food
stamps and yet are, for the most part, essential in
any home. Staples that are always needed are
cream soups, box meals, canned spaghetti and
meatballs, and baked beans.

April 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
9:00-11:00 am
Financial Peace
University

2 8:30 am ABC’s of
Faith (chap. 10)
10:00 am
Silent Messengers
Worship with
Holy
Communion
11:00 am Choir

3

9

10

Palm Sunday

10:00 am
Worship with
Palm Processional
and Sunday School

4

6:30 pm
Deacons mtg.

11

6:30 pm SHIFT!
at Jo
Fenstermaker’s

16 Easter

17

18

3:30-6:30 pm
Girl Scouts mtg.

24

12

13

19
12:00-12:05 pm
Prayers for RUCC
—————————

6:30 pm Bell Choir

25

Faith
10:00 am Worship and
Sunday School
SCRIP orders
_________________

7

6

8

9:00-11:00 am
Feed My
Starving
Children

3:00 pm Women’s
Fellowship mtg.
5:30 pm Supper
4:30-6:30 pm
6:15 pm Service Project Community Dinner
7 :00 pm Blessing &
Prayers
6 pm Council mtg.
6:30 pm Bell Choir

6:00 pm Trustees mtg.
6:30 pm Bell Choir

7:00 am Worship w/

23 8:30 am ABC’s of

12:00-12:05 pm
All Community
Prayer for RUCC
———————————

10:00 am Worship 12:00-12:05 pm
All Community
at
3:30-6:30 pm
American Heritage Prayer for RUCC
—————————
Girl Scouts mtg.
Center

11:00 am Choir
SCRIP orders

Holy Communion
8:00-9:30 am
Easter Breakfast
10:00 am Worship
w/ Holy Communion

5

26
12:00-12:05 pm
Prayers for RUCC
—————————

Maundy Thursday

14

15

Good Friday

6:30 pm
Worship with
Seder & Holy
Communion
20
5:30 pm Christian
Ed mtg.
5:30 pm SHIFT!
serves dinner at
Grace Place
Newsletter
Deadline
27

21

22

9:00 am
Boy Scouts
food drive
6:00 pm
Boy Scouts
camp out
29

28

Spring Rummage
Sale

6:30 pm Bell Choir

30
10:00 am Worship and
Sunday School

- Congregational
Meeting to follow

Coming up in May:

Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays
Wednesdays

Holy
Saturday

9:00-11:30 am

6:30-8:00 pm

May 13
May 14
May 28

“Whose Who are We?” all church event
Last Day of Sunday School &
Graduate Recognition
Pastor Susan’s last day

Meet &
greet
Candidate
for new
settled
Pastor
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