Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
May 2017
Mission Statement:

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember
before our God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

W.W.W.
WHOSE Who are We??
Make plans now to take part in a fun, interactive morning with your church
family. We’ll explore who we are and WHOSE we are as we
envision the exciting months ahead (including a tour
of our new church website)!
You won’t want to miss this!
Lots more info. to come
When: Saturday, May 13, 2017
Time: 9:00 am to 11:00 am
Who: Everyone!
Location: Roberts UCC “Retreat Center”
RSVP: Church office
(Child activities available upon request by May 1)

Sunday, May 14, 10:00 am
Join us in celebrating:
2017 Graduates
Sunday School Teachers
The Bell Choir
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Pastor: Susan Schneider-Adams - ruccpastor@gmail.com
Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: https://www.robertsucc.org

Over and over, we hear it in the
stories of the early church: “we
are witnesses . . .” We hear it and
see it in stories of everyday
people like you and like me who
were chosen by God to flesh out the love of Jesus
Christ. Stories that remind us that God uses
imperfect people like you and like me to do God’s
work. All the time. Look anywhere in the Bible.
Noah built an ark in the desert, but still had to
battle with his drinking problem.
A prostitute anoints Jesus for his burial.
A tax collector who cheats and steals becomes host
and disciple.
“By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples,” Jesus said, “if you have love for one
another.” (John 13:35)
We are witnesses.
Peter, the working class fisherman, the man who
once denied his Lord, becomes the rock of the early
church. Peter, who doesn’t have all the fancy
manners and dress of the upper class, who isn’t
well-read, and speaks with a foreign accent. He is
the kid at the back of the class, struggling to keep
from flunking out. He is the one who never finished
high school, but raised 4 children, and would give
you the shirt off his back if you needed it. He is the
car mechanic, the factory worker, the farmer, the
convenience store worker. God’s Good News is for
everyone to hear, everyone to tell, for everyone to
“taste and see.”
But make sure that in your hearts you honor
Christ as Lord. Always be ready to give an
answer to anyone who asks you about the hope
you have. Be ready to give the reason for it. But
do it gently and with respect. Live so that you
don’t have to feel you’ve done anything wrong.
1 Peter 3: 15-16
Saul was known and respected throughout the
region as a faithful Jewish leader and teacher. He
spoke several languages and wrote prolifically. And
– after he had been baptized as Paul, he was willing
to admit to anyone who would listen that he had
been wrong. Paul was ridiculed by those who once
had held him in high esteem. He was put in prison,
shipwrecked, and put in prison again.

He was willing to do and say anything to proclaim
the message of God’s love and forgiveness freely
given to Jews and Gentiles alike. Even when (not if)
it made him look the fool.
God used Paul to challenge the overconfident
attitudes of the rule-followers and the wellinformed. God used Peter to shout to the world
that God’s love isn’t limited to what we can read in
books or learn in class. God’s love is faith and
knowledge and wisdom fleshed out in our everyday
lives. Love that is dished up in a home-cooked
meal, or piled high in a load of clean laundry.
Justice like the purr of a well-lubed engine, or when
management really listens to the concerns of the
workers. Peace like a day fishing out on the lake, or
puttering in the garden, or being forgiven. God’s
love is about seeing possibilities in every person you
meet. God’s love and justice is about giving a
chance to the ones everyone else ignores. God’s
grace is about offering forgiveness to those who
don’t deserve it – just as we have been forgiven
without earning it or deserving it.
Peter didn’t do it all at once. He did not do it alone.
Paul lost his standing in the Jewish synagogue, and
no longer had all the right answers. Lydia kept
selling her expensive purple cloth, Tabitha
continued to sew tunics, and Paul made tents. They
shared the love of Christ right in the middle of living
their lives. Their witness was a “with-ness,” a day-in
and day-out fleshing out of the love of Jesus Christ.
You and I are called to do the same: Live God’s love
no matter where we are and what we are doing - to
be a “faith-full with-ness.” Ask God to show you
how. Ask for Holy Spirit strength and passion and
courage to BE a witness for Christ wherever you are.
Join with your brothers and sisters in the faith to
worship and pray and learn more of our amazing
God. “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in His name to all nations.... YOU ARE
WITNESSES OF THESE THINGS.” (Luke 24:47-48)
Christ is risen
Indeed.
May our lives be our witness.
Your Sister in Christ -
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Featured Article: Board of Deacons
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ Board of
Deacons— who are we and what do we do, you may ask
yourselves. This month I will share a little bit about our
group. We are made up of 6 members. Together we
work with the pastor to keep the worship service
flowing, to help others discover their gifts in the scope
of our church family, and to help our pastor with any
special services, whether that is communion or a special
holiday service. Our job consists of finding out what gifts
other people in the church have so that they can be put
into action. We find people to be readers for the
scriptures, those that like to light candles (acolytes),
those that like to meet new people and say hello, our

greeters, and those that are more task oriented to be
ushers. Over the years, we have found that our church is
filled with people who have many gifts. If you feel you
have a particular gift and would like to make it known to
us, please do. We would love to find a place for your gift
to blossom and grow within our family. I do want to let
everyone know that we have changed our meeting date
to the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm and anyone
is welcome to join us and learn more of what we are
doing. If you have any questions you can talk to Duane
Loewel, Brett Budrow, Megan Frye, Rachel Ackley,
Laurene Ray, or Marilyn Hayes. Any one of us would
behave happy to help you.

Farewell to
Pastor Susan Schneider-Adams

Join us on Sunday, May 28
10 am Worship with Farewell Liturgy, Rev. Rob MacDougall, NW Association Minister. Following worship
we will have a cake along with coffee during fellowship. Please come give Sue a big hug good bye as she
journeys onto her next calling.

Have you heard the news?

The Schnadams are moving to Clarence, Iowa!
We have made so many precious friends and memories
over the last 16 years. Please help us celebrate as we
step into a new chapter of our lives.
Pr. Matt's last Sunday at Prescott UCC
is May 21, 10 am,
and
Pr. Sue's last Sunday at Roberts UCC
is May 28, 10 am.
Receptions follow each worship service.
We’re also having
a
Going-Away Shindig
Thursday, May 18th, 6—9 pm
at Muddy Waters Bar & Grill in Prescott
for all 4 of us:
Matt, Sue, Andrew & Molly Schneider-Adams
A cash bar, snacks and menu items available.
Questions? Contact Sue at 715-307-1054 or
email: schnadams@gmail.com

We hope to see you before we move.

Thank you!
Our website has been redesigned and is back online!
Please visit us at https://www.robertsucc.org.
Explore who we are, learn about our ministries, get
the latest newsletter, and view our calendar
of events.
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A HUGE THANK YOU to Lori Jurek, Jo Fenstermaker,
and Carol Morgen for all their hard work designing
our amazing new website. Check it out!

Church Council Meeting Minutes: April 6
MEMBERS PRESENT: Lori Jurek (Moderator), Mandy
Clay, Marge Wolske, Cheryl Lindquist, Dianne Loewel,
Duane Loewel, Carrie Fisher and Pastor Susan Schneider
-Adams.
Meeting was called to order by Lori Jurek at 6:00 p.m.
Devotions/opening prayer - “How to Handle Pride ~1
Samuel 24”
Motion was made by Duane to approve the minutes
from the March 2, 2017 meeting; 2nd by Marge. Motion
passed.
New Business
 Review of Lent schedule
Sunday is the Passion narrative
Maundy Thursday service here
Easter services 7:00 & 10:00 with breakfast in
between
 W.W.W. (Whose Who are We) all church retreat
May 13th; time and location TBA.
 American Red Cross Shelter
Confirming that we still want to continue to be
an emergency shelter. Will need to have a
person to be a 24 hour contact.
 Website demo by Lori Jurek. Very close to going
live.









Reports
 Women’s Fellowship (Marge)
Rummage sale April 28-29; Friday hours 8:006:00 pm & Saturday hours 8:00-10:30 am
Drop off times Monday April 24 – Thursday April
27 1:00-6:00 pm
Funeral Committee has meal menu set
October 15th New England dinner
Auction Wednesday, August 16th
Fall rummage sale September 15-16
 Christian Ed (Mandy)
Next Meeting will be on April 20th.
Carnival attendance was down. Moving back to
February next year.
May 14th last day of Sunday School &
graduation recognition
VBS tentatively set for July 30 - August 2
 Deacons (Duane)
Bible Study finishing up first Sunday in May
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Worship Team: Brenda Poulin and Cheryl
Johnson joined Jenna Stoffel on the team.
Palms are in for Sunday and flowers for Easter
ordered
Funeral/Wedding Hosts to open up the church:
Terry Dull & Megan Frye
Candidate’s weekend; Saturday April 29th open
house 5-7 & Sunday, April 30th candidate will
lead worship and preach. Congregational
meeting, vote and potluck to follow worship.
S.H.I.F.T! (Lori)
Serving a meal at Grace Place on April 20th
Feed My Starving Children April 8th, spots still
open
Easter breakfast 8-9:30
Treasures (Carrie)
No financial report was available for the
meeting.
Bank would like us to do a Capital Campaign.
Trustees will be discussing options.
Trustees (Diane)
Accepted Pastor Sue’s resignation
Talked about a capital campaign
Girl Scouts would like to plant a garden on our
property
Park it Market: it has been suggested that Cindy
Schulz be asked to help coordinate this project.
Pastor’s Report (Pastor Sue)
See Pastor’s Report
Thanks to all the groups who prepared food
during Lent series
Service Project results
12 hygiene kits
15 school kits
3 emergency buckets
18 Feel good kits
24 Easter baskets

Next Meeting: May 4 at 6:00 pm.
Duane volunteered to lead the May Devotions
Adjournment: Motion by Duane.
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl L. Lindquist, Church Clerk

Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers April 2017
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church office if
anyone is interested in more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of March 31, 2017
Income/contributions
$ 13,974.40
**Fundraising (SCRIP)
$ 752.11
Interest
$
1.05
Total Income
$ 14,327.56
Expenses
($ 13,150.84)
Net Income
$ 1,576.72

YTD
$ 40,337.59
$ 1,556.93
$
4.63
$ 41,899.15
($40,400.29)
$ 1,498.86

Assets and Liabilities
General Account Balances March 31, 2017:
Checking
$ 778.28
Savings
$ 3,411.84
SCRIP Assets (2/28/17)
$ 3,233.25
Total General Acct Assets
$ 7,423.37
Total Current Assets (all accts)
Total Fixed Assets
Total Assets
Loans:
Mortgage Balance
Member Loans Balance

$ 44,184.01
$1,874,642.28
$1,918,826.29

($847,898.40)
($150,000.00)
Total Long Term Liabilities:
Total Current Liabilities:
Total Liabilities:
Total Equity:

($ 997,898.40)
($ 1,087.88)
($ 998,986.28)
$919,840.01

We encourage you to consider the convenience of electronic giving. It is easy to set up and assures that your pledged
contribution is included every month. That helps the church meet our obligations and keeps your giving even so you
don’t have to make up for missed weeks! See Carrie or Sonya for details or get a form on the information table in the
gathering area near the front doors to the church.
Scrip Report March, 2017:
Checking Account Balance =
Inventory Balance =
Total SCRIP Assets =

$2,232.89
$1,050.00
$3,282.89

SCRIP March profit =
SCRIP Year to date profit =

$ 45.89
$229.57
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COMMUNITY DINNER
Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship
Thursday, May 4, 2017
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Menu:
Pulled Pork Sandwiches
Salad Bar
Angel Food Cake with Strawberries
Coffee and Milk
Adults: $6.00 - Children 5-10 years: $3.00 - Under 5 years: free
Take out is available

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive, Roberts WI 54023
715-749-3225
https://www.robertsucc.org
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Grateful

Thankful

Blessed

We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our
God...your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ.
(1 Thess. 1: 2-3 NIV)
“I am thankful for those who help with Christian Education.” - Ryan Hansen
“I am thankful for all who volunteer their time to keep our church functioning and running smoothly.”
“We should be thankful to all those who make our church look so beautiful inside and out.”
“I am thankful to everyone that has provided food and time for our Lenten suppers.”
“The Deacons team for the continued hard and dedicated work for the church and the whole community and the
world for all of the mission works.”
“All those that have given to help supply the Lenten projects.”
“Maryls McGaver donated funds to purchase supplies for our Lenten service projects! What a blessing!”
“Thank you to all the wonderful people who help with the food shelf. This is a great ministry coming out of our
church.”
“Piano Players.”
“Lori Jurek, because her service, heart and incessant desire to love all and judge none sets the standard for me to
strive towards.”
“Meghan Ament, she joyfully shares her love to everyone, children and adults. She offers herself and her gifts freely.
Truly showing God’s love!”
“I’m thankful for the faith of all the broken people that continue to exhibit their faith every Sunday. Against physical
infirmity, against illness, against death, God’s grace continues to sustain.” - Brett Budrow
“Thankful for friends and family. No one in particular, everyone in general.”
“Please pray for the Search Committee for wisdom, guidance, patience as they continue God’s work searching for
our next pastor.” - Duane Loewel
“I am thankful for the whole church for all their prayers and concern and love as I continue with my cancer treatments.” - Margaret Wolske
“Duane and Dianne for their hours and hours of dedicated service.”

!
Thank you
Thank you to everyone who helped with the Lenten meals, Lenten service projects,
Passion Narrative, Maundy Thursday, Easter Worships and Easter breakfast.

With Grateful Hearts…
We offer our thanks to all who helped make our Easter Breakfast a success. Whether you donated
an egg bake or muffins, helped in the kitchen, joined us for breakfast, or dropped money in the
donation basket, we appreciate you! Your support allowed us to raise $600 for Feed My Starving
Children. This donation will pay for 2,727 meals and that’s pretty amazing!
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Got Inspiration??
Monthly Photo Contest coordinated by SHIFT!
Upcoming Themes:

May: Home Sweet Home
June: Adventure
Photos due by the 10th of each month.
Contest rules:
1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net
2. Include what it was about the photo that you found inspiring
3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person
4. SHIFT! reserves the right to add age categories based on participation
5. Contest open to both members and friends of Roberts UCC
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Roberts UCC Prayer Chain
Please take time at noon on Wednesdays to make a special prayer for
our church community.
Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.
Mike Hesselink
Marilyn Hayes
Doug Logas
Jean Foster
Marge Wolske
*
*
*
*

Linda Jourdeans
Terry McKinley
Eric Fisher
Vi Dull
Bernie McGaver

Sheryl Johnson
Dennis Peterson
Marge Johnson
Jane Getzie
Kriese Shaver

Those serving on active Military duty, & serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement
Those facing medical tests or procedures
At American Heritage Care Center, Hammond: Mike Hesselink, Walt & Donna Lamson
At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink
Please contact the church office if we have missed
your birthday, anniversary, or have any corrections

Celebrating May Birthdays
3

Wayne Hadley
Terry McKinley

20

Liz Croes
Haylie Hansen

4

Mary Frederick

21

7

Rachel Ackley

Donna Lamson
Jeff Haas

9

Roene Frederick
Eric Fisher

22

Patti Robertson

24

Norah Smith

15

Roxanne Nelson

25

Cindy Schultz

17

Duane Loewel

26

Ann Ostendorf

29

Riley Hansen

18

Cynthia Hansen

Celebrating May
Anniversaries
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Lois Hall
Jackie Hunter
Ken Graf
Charlie Logas
Karen Loenser

7

Mark and Carol Morgen

9

Tony and Lori Jurek

12

Bruce and Joanne Libby

15

Al and Chris Bohl

22

Ken and Marcia Graf

25

Glenn and Sheryl Budrow

28

Dan and Jacque Nelson

29

Duane and Dianne Loewel

31

Eric and Carrie Fisher

ABC’s of Faith
Hear ye hear ye, the ABC’s of Faith
group has decided that during the summer we are
going to meet on Wednesday evenings once a
month. We have chosen the 4th Wednesday of
the month so the first one will be May 24. At this
point, we haven’t settled on a time but it will be
around the dinner hour as we are going to plan on
grilling out if the weather permits. Our plan is to
do a book club type of group so we will have one
book to read each month and then will discuss it
when we meet on Wednesday evening. Our books
have not been chosen yet, so if you have suggestions, you can give them to either Brett Budrow or
Rachel Ackley. Stay tuned for more information.

On behalf of the leadership team, members and
friends of Roberts Congregational United Church of
Christ, we want to sincerely thank Tevy Veng
Murkve for her commitment to excellence while
serving as our Administrative Assistant. The time
has come for us to say good-bye as Tevy has
accepted a full-time position elsewhere. Her last
day in the office was Thursday, April 27. We wish
Tevy much success and happiness as she begins a
new chapter in her life!
Lori Jurek, Church Moderator

May 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

7
(8:30—ABC’s of Faith?)
10:00 am
Worship with
Holy
Communion
11:00 am Choir practice

8

14

15

Mother’s Day

Wed

Thu

3

2

4

12:00-12:05 pm
All Community
Prayer for RUCC
—————————

6:30 pm
Deacons mtg.

6:30 pm Bell Choir

9

10

10:00 am
Worship with
Graduate
3:30-6:30 pm
Recognition & Last
Girl Scouts mtg.
Day of Sunday
School

Center
6:30 pm Bell Choir

16

Sat

5

6

12

13

3:00 pm Women’s
Fellowship mtg.
4:30-6:30 pm
Community Dinner
6 pm Council mtg.

12:00-12:05 pm
10:00 am Worship All Community
at
Prayer for RUCC
American Heritage —————————

6:30 pm SHIFT!
at Nancy
Kirouac’s

Fri

17

11

9:00-11:00 am
Whose Who
all church
event

5:30 pm Christian
Ed mtg.
6:00 pm Trustees
mtg.
6:30 pm Joyful Brass
18

19

12:00-12:05 pm
All Community
Prayer for RUCC

20

Newsletter
Deadline

11:00 am Choir practice
SCRIP orders

21
10:00 am
Worship—Rev. Del
Permann, Guest
Preacher

22

23

3:30-6:30 pm
Girl Scouts mtg.

28
10:00 am Worship—
Pastor Susan’s last
Sunday— Farewell
Liturgy with Rev. Rob
MacDougall,
Reception following
worship

29
Memorial Day

24
12:00-12:05 pm
Prayers for RUCC

25

26

27

9:00 am Joyful
Brass

ABC’s of Faith Book
Study (4th Wednesdays -Time TBA)
30

31
12:00-12:05 pm
Prayers for RUCC

Office Closed

Coming up in June:

SCRIP orders

Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays

9:00-11:30 am

June 4
June 9-11
June 14
June 18
June 22

Pentecost Sunday—wear RED!!
WI Conference UCC Annual Mtg.
Park It Market (2nd Wednesdays June-Sept)
Guest speaker—Sara Rank of T.H.U.G Life Ministry
Lions Club Dinner
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Wednesdays

6:30-8:00 pm

