Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
June 2017
Mission Statement:

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember
before our God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Don’t miss it!
Ecumenical Worship
in the Park
on

Sunday, June 4th ~ 9:00 a.m. (note time)
Roberts’ Good Neighbor Days
(June 1 - 4, 2017)

Pastor Durk Peterson preaching,
music by Cross Lutheran worship team

There will be no services at RUCC that day.
Spread the word – bring a friend!
After worship, plan to be part of the Roberts UCC “float” in the Parade—sign up now
to walk or ride, help decorate or donate candy !

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Pastor: Susan Schneider-Adams - ruccpastor@gmail.com
Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org

I could’ve sworn I saw a firefly
the other night. It’s too early in
the season for them now, but it
made me look forward to those
hot, humid nights in summer
when they make the evening magical. Twinklings that
make the heavy air dance - their on-again-off-again
flitting lights always make me stop in my tracks. Are
they there all day long and we just don’t see them? I
know they are there even when their light is not. Yet I
am tempted to think they are there only when their
light shines bright.
Are we that way in the Church? Do we rush from
meeting to meeting to study group to activity only to
miss the possibilities for light that may be there waiting
for us to notice? When the light shines only for a brief
moment, do we quickly forget about it? How quickly
do we forget about the bearer of that wonderful, yet
brief light in the darkness? And how often do we flit
about with our own lights eclipsed?

those who mow & clean & care for the church during
the week, and then gather in the chairs by the
windows on Sunday mornings. Listening for God’s
wisdom in the words of four-year-olds. God smiled as
our children claimed their role in our worship - not as
performers, but as planners and participants. And the
fireflies danced in the evening light.
Moments spent struggling to understand God’s
apparent absence in acts of violence or times of
unbearable grief - wondering if the fireflies’ dance was
a cruel reminder of all that is not light. But out of the
impenetrable darkness, a flicker of hope shines - not
bright enough for everyone, but dazzling to the one
surrounded by the night. Our baptism calls us to stand
with those seeking that presence in the chill of fear or
violence or loneliness. God is with us, as the fireflies
are there even when their lights are not glowing.

The flicker of the firefly’s light is as important to God as
is the fiery brilliance of the sun. The efforts of a 9-yearold on the piano are as glorious to God in our worship
as are the melodic strains of Mozart.

Moments listening to music which lifted our souls. . . .
to words that challenged and inspired . . . to prayer
that crawled into our laps like an insistent child. Times
when disagreement became understanding (not
always agreement!) . . . bits of conversations remain in
my heart like sparkling gems. All these like the steady
flight of a firefly, lighting the Way in odd and
comforting ways.

My time in ministry with you has come to a close. I pray
that in our time together there have been moments for
you - as there have been for me - when God’s abundant
love catches our breath. Like the endless reminders of
a grassy field full of fireflies, God’s love is there for us if
we but stand still long enough to receive its splendor.

Only God knows what is next for you, for me, for us. It
is not for us to determine where and when the firefly
will glow bright. But I also cherish the moments of
darkness, for they allowed me to be in awe of the
Light. I cherish all of the moments we have had
together in ministry. Thank you.

Moments like sharing a LOVE of popcorn with Ceola
while we talked about her day. Like watching Cami
dance during a hymn or being teased mercilessly by
Dave & Donna, or Duane, Glenn or Charlie or Doug one
minute, then sharing our hopes & dreams for the
church the next.

May we be ever mindful of the ways in which God calls
each one of us to shine forth in the darkness. And may
we never forget to stop along the way to watch for the
Light, ready to follow where Christ leads. I will miss
you, but how grateful I am for our time in ministry
together!

Moments like walking in the Good Neighbor Days’
parade and being proud to be part of the Roberts UCC
crew, like scraping dishes after the New England
dinner, or gathering for three different retreats with a
wonderful mix of church leaders to re-define your
purpose and mission in ministry here at Roberts UCC.
Catching a bit of Christ’s humor in the bantering of

For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus
Christ as Lord and ourselves as your servants for
Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine
out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ.
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(2 Cor. 4: 5-6)

Featured Article: SHIFT!
SHIFT! (Serving Him in Faith Together) is Roberts
Congregational UCC’s newest service group. We formed
in March of 2015 and have been steadily gaining
traction. We have a small core group of dedicated
participants but welcome and encourage others to join
the fun as often or whenever interested. SHIFT! is open
to both men and women of all ages. Our meetings are
held on the 2 Monday of each month, generally hosted
by a member of the group in their home. Following our
business discussions, we enjoy a time of fellowship and
dessert!
nd

SHIFT implies both action and change; our mission is to
Serve Him in Faith Together! To that end, we’ve
coordinated or participated in a variety of opportunities:


Organized and hosted Easter morning breakfast

 Coordinate ongoing collection drives for Grace
Place
 Serve dinner to the clients of Grace Place one
evening every other month

 Coordinate and serve dinner during the annual
auction
 Sponsored a year-long monthly Got Inspiration?
photo contest
 Provide annual sponsorship for a homeless teen
through T.H.U.G. Life Ministry


Started a Prayer Squares ministry



Provide Feel Good Kits to area school children



Oversee maintenance of church landscaping

As you can see, we’ve been busy! There are so many
opportunities to be the hands and feet of God as we
connect with and care for our wider community. Anyone
who’d like to become involved or get more information
should contact Lori Jurek at 715-386-3214 or via email at
aljurek@baldwin-telecom.net.

 Coordinate quarterly trips to Feed My Starving
Children to pack meals

Have you heard the
news?

What’s ahead for
pulpit supply and pastoral care
Coming up for Sundays in June:
June 4—Good Neighbor Days’ - community worship at the
park, 9:00 AM (no activities at the church)

Our website has been redesigned
and is back online!
Please visit us at

https://www.robertsucc.org.
Explore who we are, learn about our
ministries, get the latest newsletter, and
view our calendar of events.
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June 11— 10:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion, led by Rev.
Dr. Del Permann
June 18— 10:00 AM Worship with guest speaker, Sara Rank, of
T.H.U.G. Life Ministry (Truly Humble Under God)
June 25—10:00 Am Worship, led by Rev. Dr. Del Permann
——————————
In case of pastoral emergency, please contact Nancy Kirouac:
(715) 749-3260—Home (651) 269-6103—Cell

Church Council Meeting Minutes: May 4
MINUTES FROM REGULAR
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
May 4, 2017

S.H.I.F.T! (Lori Jurek)

 Easter breakfast was very successful. $600 was
raised for Feed My Starving Children.

Treasurer (Carrie Fisher)

PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the
minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety, they
are available in the binder in the church office.

 No formal financial report was available for the
meeting. We have approximately $4300 in checking and
just over $34,000 in savings.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Lori Jurek (Moderator), Mandy
Clay, Marge Wolske, Dianne Loewel, Duane Loewel,
Carrie Fisher and Pastor Susan Schneider-Adams.

Trustees (Dianne Loewel)

New Business

 W.W.W. WHOSE Who Are We? The retreat is
scheduled for Saturday, May 13 from 9:00 to 11:00 AM
at the church. Pastor Sue provided an overview of the
upcoming all-church retreat. All are encouraged to
attend. Carrie Fisher & Lori Jurek assisting with
planning.

Women’s Fellowship (Marge Wolske)

Reports

Christian Ed (Mandy Clay)

 May 14 will be the final day for Sunday school.
Graduates and Sunday school participants will be
recognized.
 Vacation Bible School will be Aug 6—9, 2017.
 September 10, 2017 will be the first day of the
upcoming Sunday school year.

 Due to Worship in the Park on June 4, there will be
no service at RUCC that morning. Communion and
Strengthen the Church Offering will be June 11.
 ABC’s of Faith will be meeting on the 4 Wednesday
of the month at 6pm for the summer months. The book
selection for May is Unoffendable by Brant Hansen.
th

 The church unanimously voted to approve their
recommendation to call Pastor Burt Williams to RUCC.
Contracts are in place. Pastor Burt is scheduled to start
on September 3.
 A Welcoming Team will be put together to assist
during Pastor Burt and his family’s time of transition.
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 The recent rummage sale resulted in proceeds of
$849.50. The ladies were pleased will the results.
Marge indicated that this activity is worth the time they
put into it!
 Dinner will be served to the Lions Club and spouses
on June 22. Coordination of this meal still needs to be
worked out.

Pastor’s Report (Pastor Sue)

Deacons (Duane Loewel)

Search Committee (Duane Loewel)

 Park it Markets will be held on second Wednesday
of June, July, August and September. Ashley Stone and
Krysta Fisher are taking the lead on this project. As in
the past, vendors will be asked to pay a $25 fee to set up
their stand in a parking lot space.
 Funds have been donated to purchase and install a
diaper changing station for one of the bathrooms. Cost
is approximately $250. They hope to secure funding for
a second one as well.

 Pastor Sue provided a detailed report with activities
and services led during the month of April.
 Her final Sunday will be May 28. Rob MacDougall
will be here to lead the Farewell Liturgy.
 Michelle Hansen is temporarily filling in as our
Administrative Assistant. Thanks, Michelle!

Next Meeting: Wednesday, May 31 at 6:00 PM.
Note: One day early due to Good Neighbor Days!

Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers May 2017
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church office if
anyone is interested in more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of April 30, 2017 YTD
Income/contributions $ 22,690.12 $ 61,569.47
Fundraising $
600.00
$ 1,348.93
Interest
$
.23 _ $
2.43
Total Income $ 23,290.35 _ $ 62,920.83
Expenses ($ 16,391.18 ($57,810.13)
Transfers (women’s fellow)
400.00 _ 1,600.00
Net Income $ 6,791.18 _ $ 6,710.70
Assets and Liabilities
General Account Balances April 30, 2017:
Checking
$ 4,381.83
Savings
$ 3,413.35
SCRIP Assets $ 3,233.25
Total General Acct Assets $11,028.43
Total Current Assets (all accts) $ 50,107.85
Total Fixed Assets
$1,874,642.28
Total Assets
$1,924,750.13
Loans:
Mortgage Balance ($846,518.49)
Member Loans Balance ($150,000.00)
Total Long Term Liabilities: ($ 996,518.49)
Total Current Liabilities: ($ 1,442.69)
Total Liabilities: ($ 997,961.18)

Total Equity: $926,788.95

Giving . . .

even when you can’t be there.

We encourage you to consider the
convenience of electronic giving. It is easy
to set up and assures that your pledged
contribution is included every month. That
helps the church meet our obligations and
keeps your giving on track so you don’t have
to make up for missed weeks!
See Carrie or Sonya for details or get a form
on the information table in the gathering area
near the front doors to the church.

Scrip Report
April, 2017:
Checking Account Balance = $1,966.05
Inventory Balance = $1,350.00
Total SCRIP Assets = $3,316.05
SCRIP March profit = $ 33.16
SCRIP Year to date profit = $262.73

Got Inspiration?
You’re encouraged to share it through a monthly
photo contest coordinated by SHIFT!
The theme for June is: Adventure

This will be the final month of
the year-long contest!
Submit your digital photo along with a note explaining how it
inspires you to sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net by June 10!
Questions can be directed to Sonya Jansma, Lori Jurek or Rachel Ackley.
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COMMUNITY DINNER
No Dinner the month of June
Note from Women’s Fellowship
The note below was sent to the Women’s Fellowship and we thought you would all enjoy reading it.
We often don’t realize how one small act of kindness can have such a lasting effect on a person.
Dear Women’s Fellowship of Roberts Congregational UCC,
It is nearly 20 years since I received one of the beautiful quilts you sent to the Federated Church (now
UCC) in Grand Forks, ND after our 1997 flood.
We live close to the Red River so we received 4 feet on our main floor. My husband went to his
brother’s home in Milnor ND but I remained and nursed at the Grand Forks Air Base. Friends found me
a small house trailer at Michigan ND and Paul rejoined me there.
It took a few months of clean up and rebuilding before we could move back into our home. We were
so lucky so many friends and relations came down from Winnipeg, Manitoba to help us. A group of
young people from Texas did a great job cleaning up our yard.
In 1996 I became a US Citizen. Paul was a border patrol agent.
So many nights your lovely quilt kept me warm. We had no heat for many months.
I still use the quilt today as a cover when I sit in Paul’s recliner chair to watch TV. I lost Paul 5 years ago.
I just wanted you to know how much I appreciate your 1997 quilt gift of Christian Love.
Bless you all,
Julia Wallin

This quilt was dedicated in the worship service of Roberts UCC on July 20, 1997 with this
prayer:
O God, as we would seek Your blessing on a sumptuous meal, when loving hands have planned and prepared it, we ask Your
blessing today on these quilts, created with loving and compassionate minds and hands to caress the hearts of those who
will enjoy them. We consider these quilts to be an extension of ourselves and especially of those who, with much delight
have designed these symbols of Your love for Your children who have suffered the wilds of nature in the Grand Forks area.
We consider these quilts to be one great, loving hug from the people of Roberts to the people of Grand Forks.
May those who sleep beneath these quilts, dedicated this day, feel your love and Your peace as they dream dreams on long,
cold nights. When those who will receive these quilts look at their own quilt, may they not think so much of those who have
made it, but of Your great love surrounding them every day of their lives. These things we ask in the name of God, the Creator of all things bright and beautiful, and of Christ, who came to show us that Your Love is real and of the Holy Spirit, who is
sent as a gift to all who believe. Bless the Federated Church of Grand Forks, in all their various ministries among the people
there. May they take courage from this act of Christian love. Amen.
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Congratulations to our
2017 Graduates
Camille Budrow
St. Croix Central High School, May 26, 2017
Plans: In the fall to go to the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
to study music. She has been accepted into the music program She
is also planning to participate in their marching band.
Parents: Brett and Dawn Budrow
TYSON FERRICK
Baldwin-Woodville High School, May 26, 2017
Plans: Attending in fall - UW Stout for Digital Marketing
Parents: Chris and Al Bohl

Trevor Nelson
St. Croix Central High school, May, 26, 2017
Plans: I am currently planning to attend UW- Eau Claire where I am
going to major in geology. I will also be playing football for the
Blugolds and basketball as well! This summer, I have three All-Star experiences planned based on my senior year of sports. I will be playing
in the All-Star Football Game and the All-Star Regional Basketball
Game. I was also recognized for the All-State All-Star Academic Team
for Basketball.
Parent: Glen Nelson

AARON O’CONNELL
St. Croix Central High School, May 26, 2017
Plans: To attend CVTC in Eau Claire for Agronomy
Management and continue working on the family
farm with his Dad and Uncle Greg.
Parents: Suzie Lange and Thomas O’Connell
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Terra Lynn Jansma
University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point—December 2016
Degree: Bachelor in music
Plans: Her plans are to work in the arts thru visual and music art.
Parents: James and Sonya Jansma
Grandparents: Leroy and Carol Lindquist

Kelsey Jurek
University of Minnesota May 6, 2017
Degree: Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
Future Plans: Kelsey will begin a year-long internship
Stillwater Equine Veterinary Clinic in July. She is also
owner of KJ Equestrian, located in Stillwater, MN
Parents: Tony and Lori Jurek
Grandparents: Bill and Judy Snoeyenbos

Tyler Ackley
Has graduated from a few different schools in his first
year as an airman in the Navy
Parents: Rachel & Brent Ackley

Jacob Stoffel
Graduated from undergrad school with his B.S.
He is continuing his education at
Northwestern college of Chiropractic

Jennah Stoffel
Graduated from college with her degree in
Early Childhood Education. She is teaching in
the Baldwin Woodville School district as a 4K teacher.

at

Roberts UCC
PARK-IT MARKET
SUMMER 2017
2 Wed of June, July, Aug & Sep
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
nd

We are inviting a variety of vendors to set up a table/tent in the parking lot and
sell your product on the second Wednesday of each month this summer. Great
location on busy Highway 12. (Limited to 25, so respond soon!)
Registration is $25 donation per parking spot per month (rain or shine…
registrations are donated to Roberts UCC regardless of weather.)
NO: On site alcohol sales, illegal or illicit products, or similar items. Vendors are
responsible for clean-up of their area. Tables/tents must not cause damage to black top.

Send commitment form and donation of $25 per spot/per month to
Roberts UCC, PO Box 116, Roberts, WI 54023
Questions: Call Ashley at 715-220-9747.

Here are some vendor ideas:





Produce, flowers, etc.
Craft Items
Home businesses
Gently used household items

Roberts UCC Vendor Commitment Form (return with donation check made out to Roberts UCC):
Contact Name:

Product to sell:

Phone:

Email:

Emergency Contact name/number:
Any special site needs:
I agree to provide my own display, table, tent, etc. that will not cause damage to the church property. I understand the limitation on
product sales. I hold Roberts UCC harmless for business damages or loss as a result of participation. I understand the participation cost
is a non-refundable donation to the church. Please sign me up for the following dates:
June 14 ________

Page 9

July 12 ________

August 9 ________

Sept 13 ________

ROBERTS UCC SUMMER PARK-IT MARKET
The first-ever vendor fair in our church parking lot last fall went over great! This summer, we will host
Park-It Market on the second Wednesday of each month (June – Sep) from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. If
you have produce or flowers to sell, have a home-based business, sell crafts, or just have some slightly
used household items to sell, this could be your chance! (Please NO: on-site alcohol sales, illegal or illicit products, or similar items.) Vendors are responsible for clean-up of their area. Tables/tents must not
cause damage to black top.
The dates are June 14, July 12, August 9, and September 13. Details and vendor commitment forms are
available at church, on Facebook and Website and in the church newsletter for advance sign up.
Vendors will be assigned a spot in in the lot to park their vehicle and set up a table/tent. There will be
a non-refundable donation of $25 per date to reserve the space (additional donations are welcome if
desired). The “market” will run from 5 – 7:30p.m., rain or shine, and should be lots of fun.
Groups and families are welcome to sign up for concessions each month to support a ministry of the
church. You may choose to commit the proceeds to support a program, the mortgage fund, or a ministry we support. SHIFT will be sponsoring concessions in June to support T.H.U.G. Life Ministry. Truly
Humble Under God, T.H.U.G. Life Ministry works with homeless teens in the St. Croix Valley area.
Learn more about T.H.U.G. at http://thuglifeforteens.org/. July, August, and September dates are still
available for your group or family.

If you have questions or would like to be part of Park-it Market, please contact a committee member:
Ashley Stone (715) 220-9747, aroxanne.fisher@gmail.com
Krysta Fisher (715)-531-8380, krystaemy@hotmail.com
Carrie Fisher (715)-749-4116, carrie.e.fisher@gmail.com
Megan Frye (715-808-936), mlfrye@baldwin-telecom.net

ADOPT A MORTGAGE PAYMENT… AND ENJOY SUMMER
To help establish a savings balance for our mortgage requirements, the Trustees is inviting members to
consider “adopting” a monthly mortgage payment. The goal is to build a balance to provide a mortgage buffer AND help finish off a few projects in the building. This will improve our equity position
with the bank; provide a fund to negotiate terms when the mortgage is due; and establish a funding for
specific building projects.
The goal is to have enough commitments to cover seven mortgage payments, raising approximately
$50,000. This would first provide a $30,000 balance for mortgage security. Once that balance is established, the additional commitments will be used for special projects in our worship space.
Thank you to the families who have already made a commitment and provided payment toward this
goal. It is greatly appreciated. If your family is interested in committing toward all or part of a monthly mortgage payment, which could be paid over a two-year time period, please see Sonya Jansma or
Carrie Fisher for options. Further details will be coming soon!
AS SUMMER APPROACHES… remember you church family in your travels. No need to send postcards or bring back souvenirs, but please remember your pledges to help keep up the good work of the
church when you are away. Many members enjoy the convenience of electronic giving. Electronic
deductions are easy to start and can be changed as your situation changes. If you would like a form to
begin automatic deductions for your donation, please talk to Sonya or Carrie for details.
Enjoy the summer season!

Roberts UCC Prayer Chain
Please take time at noon on Wednesdays to make a special prayer for
our church community.
Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.
Vi Dull
Marilyn Hayes
Doug Logas
Jean Foster
Marge Wolske
*
*
*
*

Linda Jourdeans
Terry McKinley
Eric Fisher
Jane Getzie
Bernie McGaver

Sheryl Johnson
Dennis Peterson
Marge Johnson
Charlie Logas
Kriese Shaver

Those serving on active Military duty, & serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement
Those facing medical tests or procedures
At American Heritage Care Center, Hammond: Mike Hesselink, Walt & Donna Lamson
At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink

Celebrating JUNE Birthdays
2

Reanna Gullixson

8

Dustin Smith

10

Charles Logas

20

Fred Kuebker

21

Judy Snoeyenbos
Margaret Wolske

Tyler Ackley
Conner Hansen
12

Ross Stone

14

McKenzie Budrow

17

Carol McKinley

Celebrating
June
Anniversaries

ABC’s of Faith
Our adult study group will be using a book club
format for the summer. We will meet once a
month, on the evening of the 4th Wednesday.
Our next gathering will be June 28 at 6:00 PM.

Patty Johnson

Eldon Myer
22
24
26
28
29

Christy Smith
Anne Loewel
Pastor Susan
Carol Morgen
Kelsey Jurek
Gloria Myer

8

Charlie and Mary Grupe

9

Doug and Audrey Ackley

12

Dustin and Christy Smith

14

David and Cheryl Lindquist

18

Bill and Margaret Cave

20

Eldon and Gloria Myer

21

Bob and Margie Ricci

22

Gary and Liz Croes
Ross and Ashley Stone

23
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Lois Hall
Jackie Hunter
Ken Graf
Karen Loenser

Mark and Mandy Clay

We will be discussing the book Unoffendable:
How Just One Change Can Make All of Life Better
by Brant Hansen.
You may pick up your own copy of the book or
borrow one from the church office.
For further information contact Brett Budrow or
Rachel Ackley.

Please contact the church office if we have
missed your birthday, anniversary, or have any
corrections to update.

JUNE 2017
Sun

4.

Mon

Tue

6.

5.

9a Ecumenical Worship
in the park for Good
Neighbor Days

Thu

7.

Note service time!
No activities at RUCC

6:30p Deacons

Sat

1.

2.

3.

8.

9.

10

WI Conf. UCC
Annual Meeting

WI Conf. UCC
Annual Meeting

5:30pmChristian Ed
6p Trustees

12.

10a Worship w/Holy
Commuinion

13.

14.

10a Care Center
Worship

12p All Community
Prayer

15.

5—7:30p Park-It
Market

SCRIP Orders Due
WI Conf. UCC
Annual Meeting
18.

Fri

12p All Community
Prayer
5:15p Worship &
Music Team Mtg

11.

Wed

19.

10a Worship w/
Guest Speaker Sara
Rank of T.H.U.G. Life
Ministry

20.

21.

Newsletter Deadline

12p All Community
Prayer

16

17.

5:30 SHIFT! @
Grace Place

22.

23

24.

7p Lions Club
Dinner

Fathers’ Day

25.

26.

27.

10a Worship

28.

29.

30.

12p All Community
Prayer

SCRIP Orders Due

6p ABC”s of
Faith

Coming up in July

Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays
Wednesdays

9:00-11:30 am

6:30-8:00 pm

July 12
July 16
July 26
July 29

Park It Market
Guest speaker—Rick Paul of Feed My Starving Children
American Red Cross Blood Drive 1:00 to 7:00 PM
Feed my Starving Children 9:00 to 11:00 AM
Page 12

