Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
July 2017
Mission Statement:

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember
before our God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Join us for a very special afternoon!

The Lamplight Project
A Concert to Benefit T.H.U.G. Life Ministry

Sunday, July 23
3:00 PM
1001 Birch Drive, Roberts WI
A blending of voice, piano, musical styles, and the love of home.
Lamplight is what you see through a window when you are standing outside. It always looks cozy when you
look into the room. The lamplight can look even more beautiful and desirable when the room isn’t your own.
If you are homeless, lamplight makes you stop and remember that once you had a cozy room, too.
The Lamplight Concert is sung by Kate Jennings and is made up of a variety of music about the comforts of
having a home. There are folk songs, cabaret songs, and parlor songs, and Kate delivers them all with style.
The program has been selected not only to entertain but also to remind those of us who have been blessed
with homes that those who have lost their homes need our help and support.
Piano accompaniment by Judith Permann.

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org

Deacons Corner:
This month the Deacons have been
very busy! We helped with the
ecumenical service at the park
during Good Neighbor Days, are
getting the ABC’s of Faith book
group started, and have identified
a need of 2 special teams in the
church.
The first team is our Care Team. This will be a group of
people that will help with visiting those in need of company.
It may be someone that is home bound or in the hospital or
nursing home. The visits don’t have to be long, but do need
to be done. We feel this is important because at this time we
don’t have a pastor always available to do this. Even when
Pastor Burt comes, it will be really helpful to him to have a
group that can fill him in. If you would be interested in
being on this team please let one of the Deacons know. You
could even just notify the church office. Please be sure to let
the Deacons or office staff know of those who are in need of
a visit!
Our second team will be the Welcome Team for Pastor
Burt. This group will coordinate a crew to help them move
in when the U-Haul gets to their new home. The Welcome
Team will also set up small group times for the family to
meet our members and vice versa. There are several other
ideas we have for this group and if you would like to be
involved in this endeavor please let Megan Frye or Rachel
Ackley know. We truly feel this will be a very fun group to
be in with lots of room for creativity.

The Deacons received information about and have arranged
to host a benefit concert for a homeless shelter. Kate
Jennings, a member of the River Falls UCC church, and
accompanist Judith Permann, have been performing
concerts for just this purpose and we feel it funnels through
our mission statement very well.
“The Lamplight Concert” will be held on July 23rd at 3:00
pm in our church. We have chosen T.H.U.G. Life Ministry
to be the shelter program that will be the beneficiary of the
concert. If you were at church on June 18, you would have
heard from Sara Rank about this important ministry. We
feel they could really use our support and ability to bring
attention to their efforts. We will need lots of help from all
of you to make this a success. We are looking for people to
help with publicity so that we reach a maximum number of
people in our communities. We will need help with
refreshments to be served at the end of the concert. You get
the picture! So in whatever little way you are able to help,
we would love to have you on our team! You can let any of
the Deacons (Brett Budrow, Duane Loewel, Megan Frye,
Laurene Ray, Rachel Ackley, or Marilyn Hayes) know of
your interest or just contact the church office! Thank you!
Until next month,
Rachel Ackley

Putting our Mission Statement to Work
Recently, several church members gathered to gain a deeper understanding of our mission statement. We broke down
each phrase, reviewed supporting scripture and explored what it looked like when put into action. Our goal was to
understand more fully how Roberts United Church of Christ can live out this
mission. We found it very helpful to view our mission statement as a funnel.

Every idea, program, activity, or request put before the church should go into this
funnel to see if it can “fit” through each of the sections.
We discussed a number of our current programs and how they fit through the mission statement “funnel.” For example:
ABC’s of Faith: This program encourages faith exploration, provides
diversity of material, conversations are loving and provide growth, connections
cultivate hope. It was felt that more could be done to connect with larger numbers
of people. We’ll look at offering new meeting times and perhaps focus on specialized groups – by age, gender, or areas of interest.
Suppose someone suggested we begin a dog-walking program. Could we create a program that would fit our mission
statement? Maybe if we made it a time for prayer walk; walked animals for shut-ins; or provided a walking service to
local animal shelters.
Upon conclusion of our time together, participants left with a greater understanding of how our church can/should use
our mission statement. Some programs will naturally fit the funnel. Some will need to be fine-tuned to fit better. Others will not be a fit and we will need to turn them down. Churches are fluid and as we, our community, and the world
change, so will our mission as we continue to live out God’s plan for our church.
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NEWS FROM: CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
The Christian Education Board is made up of
five members: Mandy Clay (Chair), Michelle
Hansen (Co-secretary), Meghan Ament (Cosecretary), Tracy Ronnander and Ashley
Stone.
We typically meet the 2nd Thursday of the
month at 5:30 pm in the church's conference
room. It is our goal to create a fun,
educational, and God-loving environment for
our Sunday School aged children.
One of our biggest events of our year is
Vacation Bible School. This year we are
using a super fun curriculum called "Camp
Out - Getting S'more Out of Jesus". We
will have the church and church grounds
decorated similar to a camp site, with campstyle games, songs and snacks while we learn
about Jesus' great love for us!
VBS will be August 6 - 9th, with a meal
being served from 5:15 - 6 pm and the
activities from 6 - 8 pm. We hope to have
a great turnout again this year - please bring
your cousins, friends, neighbors, etc!

Are you looking for
minutes from the June
Church Council
meeting? Due to space
constraints, they were
not included in this
issue of Connections.
You can find minutes from the Council (and
all other board meetings) in designated
binders located in the church office. Thanks
for noticing they were missing!
To learn more about who we are, our ministries, what’s happening and how you can get
involved…
Please visit us at

https://www.robertsucc.org
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A registration form has been included in this
newsletter. Please fill it out and bring it in
on the first night of VBS (we will have extra
forms available.) In addition, please email
Mandy Clay (memory41@mail.com) by July
30th to let her know how many from your
household will be attending so we may plan
for food and crafts.
Volunteers are always welcome! We will
need help with serving meals, cleaning up
after meals and groceries. Mandy has
created a board in the fellowship area that
displays what our needs are, but if you have
any questions or would like to assist with
teaching, crafts, etc., let us know! We would
love to have you. :)
Thank you and have a wonderful summer!
The Christian Education Board

Pulpit Supply and Pastoral Care
Coming up for Sundays in July:
July 2 — 10:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion, led by Rev.
Dr. Del Permann
July 9 — 10:00 AM Worship led by Rev. Dr. Del Permann
July 16 — 10:00 AM Worship with guest speaker, Rick Pals, from
Feed My Starving Children
July 23 —10:00 Am Worship, led by Rev. Dr. Del Permann
July 30 —10:00 Am Worship, led by Rev. Dr. Del Permann
——————————
IN CASE OF PASTORAL EMERGENCY, please contact Pastor
Del Permann. Home phone: 715-426-7800 or Cell phone: 715222-9344

VBS REGISTRATION FORM
August 6 - 9, 2017
COST: $10.00/child or $25.00/family

(scholarships available upon request, contact Mandy Clay at memory41@mail.com)

PLEASE REPLY TO MANDY CLAY, at the above email address by July 30th
so we can get a head count for meals and supplies
Name(s), age(s) and T-shirt size(s):
________________________________________

________________________________________

_______________________________________

________________________________________

_______________________________________

________________________________________

_______________________________________

________________________________________

Street Address: ___________________________________________________
City: ___________________________ State: _________

Zip: ______________

Home Phone: __________________________ Cell phone: _________________________
email: _______________________________________________________________
Number of family members participating: _________________
Would parent(s) be willing to help? Y or N
In what capacity? ______________________________________________________________
Allergies or other medical conditions? ______________________________________________
Parent Locator
If you will not be at church or at home, please provide your cell phone number above or a number where you may
be reached in case of emergency. Phone: _____________________
I give permission for my child to participate in activities sponsored by Roberts UCC
on grounds. In the event that I cannot be reached during an emergency, please seek medical assistance for my
child and contact: _______________________ Relationship: __________________ Phone: _______________ ;
or ___________________ Relationship: ___________________ Phone _____________________
Child's Physician ______________________________________
Hospital Preference ______________________
Medical Insurance Company Policy Info. ______________________________________
Photo Release
From time to time we take photos of people participating in church events for our newsletter or other in-church publicity, such as on bulletin boards or our church website (no names are posted with website pictures). Unless we hear
specifically from you on this form (or in some other written form) we will assume we have your permission to photograph or video your child(ren) while in the course of church activities. I do___ /do not____ give permission for my
child(ren) named above to be photographed ____/videotaped ___ during church activities. Pictures may ___ / may
not ___ be posted on Roberts Cong. UCC website.

Signature of Parent or Guardian: _____________________________________________
Date: ____________________

Volunteer Opportunity! Please make plans to join us!
Saturday, July 29
Eagan MN
9:00 – 11:00 AM
(Carpool from church, leaving @ 8:00 AM)

Guest Speaker, Rick Pals

Sunday, July 16 @ 10:00 AM

We are pleased to have Rick Pals from FMSC Twin Cities
Speakers Bureau speak to the congregation during our time of
worship on Sunday, July 16.
Mr. Pals is a longtime advocate for the nutritional wellbeing of
children and families throughout the world to ensure a healthier
future. He will be presenting FMSC’s non-profit history; distribution partners; current needs; and volunteer opportunities.
Please plan to join us in welcoming him and learn more about
this organization’s Christian mission.

We have ten spots to fill for our next session at Feed My
Starving Children. This is a great opportunity to help feed God’s
hungry children around the world and is in keeping with our
church’s “service project” theme we focused on during Lent.
There aren’t many service opportunities where adults and
children can work side-by-side. However, at FMSC, children as
young as six years old are encouraged and welcomed to
participate. This work really touches the hearts of our young
people who have served.
Please sign up on the clipboard at church or contact Jo
Fenstermaker (612-437-7890 or fenstermakerjo@gmail.com).

Farewell My Friends!
As the saying goes, all good things must come to an end. Most
of you know that we are moving to Grand Marais, Minnesota. We close on our house here in Roberts on June 30, and will
be leaving Roberts that afternoon. We are building a new home,
and it won’t be totally finished at that time, so we will be in limbo for a week or two.
I wanted to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your
friendship over the past nearly 20 years. As an “outsider” whose
family did not grow up in this church, and who has no extended
family in this area, you welcomed me with open arms and quickly became my family. You have all touched me in some way
and helped me grow in my faith, and I wish I could express that
to each of you individually. I have enjoyed working and playing
alongside you, whether in the pews, the board room or the kitchen, the bell choir loft or in the community and beyond.
I pray God’s blessings on all of you and the congregation as a
whole as you begin a new chapter in your church life. I’m sorry
to not be a part of that excitement. I am lucky that Grand Marais
actually has a UCC church. In fact, the pastor is my neighbor! So I’m pretty sure it won’t take me long to establish in a
new church. I will miss all of you, but I will certainly be back
from time to time as my daughter is still living in this area. And
I invite each of you to come visit me. Grand Marais is a little
harbor town along the north shore of beautiful Lake Superior,
recently voted “America’s Coolest Small Town” by Budget
Travel, and “Best Midwestern Town” by USA Today. It’s just a
short 5-hour drive—come explore all that Grand Marais has to
offer! Our new address is: 898 Gunflint Trail, Grand Marais,
MN 55604. Phone and e-mail will remain the same. See you
soon!
Blessings,
Carol Morgen
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Save The Date!!
Annual
Church Auction
Wednesday, August 16, 2016
1001 Birch Drive, Roberts, WI
Bake Sale 4:00 pm
Food Stand 4:00 pm
Auction 5:00 pm
Donations needed!! Popular items include:
gift baskets, fresh produce, hand-crafted
items, quality household goods,
tickets to sporting events, gift certificates to
area businesses, etc.

Donations and questions can
be directed to Bill Snoeyenbos
at 715-425-6730.

Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers June 2017 –
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church office if anyone is interested in
more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of May 31, 2017
Income/contributions
$ 11,991.63
Fundraising
$
0.00
Interest
$
.00
Total Income
$ 11,991.63
Expenses
($ 16,323.56)
Transfers
400.00
Net Income
($ 3,931.93)

YTD
$ 73,561.10
$ 1,348.93
$
2.43
$ 74,912.46
($74,370.66)
2,000.00
$ 2,541.80

Assets and Liabilities
General Account Balances May 31, 2017:
Checking
$ 1,547.45
Savings
$ 113.35
SCRIP Assets
$ 1,733.25
Total General Acct Assets $ 3,394.05
Total Current Assets (all accts)
Total Fixed Assets
Total Assets
Loans:
Mortgage Balance
Member Loans Balance

SCRIP REPORT

$ 42,473.47
$1,874,642.28
$1,917,115.75

Total Equity:

$ 566.12
$1,350.00
$1,916.12

SCRIP May profit =
SCRIP Year to date profit =

$103.82
$366.55

(Transferred $1500.00 to general fund 5/31/17)

($843,204.37)
($150,000.00)

Total Long Term Liabilities:
Total Current Liabilities:
Total Liabilities:

May, 2017:
Checking Account Balance =
Inventory Balance =
Total SCRIP Assets =

($ 993,204.37)
($
1,291.33)
($ 994,495.70)

$922,986.32

Watch your mail for an appeal letter and invitation to keep Roberts UCC financially strong this summer.
We encourage you to participate in the fun activities at church this summer and join us in ministry to our
wider community and world.
Got inspiration?
Photo Contest winners!

May: “Home Sweet Home” taken by Cindy Schultz
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June: “Adventure” taken by Jo Fenstermaker

Roberts UCC
PARK-IT MARKET
SUMMER 2017
2 Wed of July, Aug & Sept
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
nd

We are inviting a variety of vendors to set up a table/tent in the parking lot and
sell your product on the second Wednesday of each month this summer. Great
location on busy Highway 12. (Limited to 25, so respond soon!)
Registration is $25 donation per parking spot per month (rain or shine…
registrations are donated to Roberts UCC regardless of weather.)
NO: On site alcohol sales, illegal or illicit products, or similar items. Vendors are
responsible for clean-up of their area. Tables/tents must not cause damage to black top.

Send commitment form and donation of $25 per spot/per month to
Roberts UCC, PO Box 116, Roberts, WI 54023
Questions: Call Ashley at 715-220-9747.

Here are some vendor ideas:





Produce, flowers, etc.
Craft Items
Home businesses
Gently used household items

Roberts UCC Vendor Commitment Form (return with donation check made out to Roberts UCC):
Contact Name:

Product to sell:

Phone:

Email:

Emergency Contact name/number:
Any special site needs:
I agree to provide my own display, table, tent, etc. that will not cause damage to the church property. I understand the limitation on
product sales. I hold Roberts UCC harmless for business damages or loss as a result of participation. I understand the participation cost
is a non-refundable donation to the church. Please sign me up for the following dates:
July 12 ________
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August 9 ________

Sept 13 ________

ROBERTS UCC SUMMER PARK-IT MARKET
The first-ever vendor fair in our church parking lot last fall went over great! This summer, we will host Park-It
Market on the second Wednesday of each month from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. If you have produce or flowers to
sell, have a home-based business, sell crafts, or just have some slightly used household items to sell, this could
be your chance! (Please NO: on-site alcohol sales, illegal or illicit products, or similar items.) Vendors are responsible for clean-up of their area. Tables/tents must not cause damage to black top.
Future dates are July 12, August 9, and September 13. Details and vendor commitment forms are available at
church, on Facebook and our website for advance sign up. Vendors will be assigned a spot in in the lot to park
their vehicle and set up a table/tent. There will be a non-refundable donation of $25 per date to reserve the
space (additional donations are welcome if desired). The “market” will run from 5 – 7:30p.m., rain or shine, and
should be lots of fun.
If you have questions or would like to be part of Park-it Market, please contact a committee member:
Ashley Stone (715) 220-9747, aroxanne.fisher@gmail.com
Krysta Fisher (715) 531-8380, krystaemy@hotmail.com
Carrie Fisher (715) 749-4116, carrie.e.fisher@gmail.com

ADOPT A
MORTGAGE PAYMENT
To help establish a savings balance for our mortgage requirements, the Trustees is inviting members to consider “adopting” a monthly mortgage
payment. The goal is to build a balance to provide
a mortgage buffer AND help finish off a few projects in the building. This will improve our equity
position with the bank; provide a fund to negotiate
terms when the mortgage is due; and establish a
fund for specific building projects.
The goal is to have enough commitments to cover
seven mortgage payments, raising approximately
$50,000. This would first provide a $30,000 balance for mortgage security. Once that balance is
established, the additional commitments will be
used for special projects in our worship space.
Thank you to the families who have already made
a commitment and provided payment toward this
goal. It is greatly appreciated. If your family is
interested in committing toward all or part of a
monthly mortgage payment, which could be paid
over a two-year time period, please see Sonya
Jansma or Carrie Fisher for options.
Watch your mailbox for further details and a
summary of all the activities Roberts UCC has
planned for the summer!

Giving . . .

even when you can’t be there.

As summer plans get into full swing, remember
your church family during your travels. No
need to send postcards or bring back souvenirs,
but please remember your pledges to help keep
up the good work of the church when you are
away.
We encourage you to consider the convenience
of electronic giving. It is easy to set up and
assures that your pledged contribution is
included every month. That helps the church
meet our obligations and keeps your giving on
track so you don’t have to make up for missed
weeks! See Carrie or Sonya for details or pick
up a form from the information table in the
gathering area near the front doors to the
church.
Other easy ways to support the church from
wherever you are include:
SCRIP orders
Family Fresh receipts
Amazon Smile purchases
Go Buy Local
Prayer!
Find out more about these programs by visiting
the GIVING tab at www.robertsucc.org

Roberts UCC Prayer Chain
Please take time at noon on Wednesdays to make a special prayer for
our church community.
Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.
Vi Dull
Doug Logas
Jean Foster
Marge Wolske

Linda Jourdeans
Jackie Hunter
Jane Getzie
Bernie McGaver

Marilyn Hayes
Marge Johnson
Charlie Logas
Nancy Rouch

Dennis Peterson
Ken Graf
Karen Loenser

* Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement
* At American Heritage Care Center, Hammond: Mike Hesselink, Walt & Donna Lamson
* At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink
* Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list.

Celebrating JULY Birthdays

Jamie Delander

19
20

Nancy Waughtal
Lowell Johnson

7

Steve Mueller

21

Sonya Jansma

8

Tiana Ferrick

9

Derek Ray

11

Wendy Gonzalez

22
23
24

Aaron O’Connell
Doug Ackley
Pamela Kamm

17

Joanne Libby
Carrie Segebrecht
Jennah Stoffel

26

Nicole Vorwald

28

Glen Nelson

3

Terry Dull

5

ABC’s of Faith
Our adult study group will be using a book club
format for the summer. We will meet once a
month, on the evening of the 4th Wednesday.
Our next gathering will be July 26 at 6:00 PM.
We will be discussing the book Redeeming Love by
Francine River.
You may pick up your own copy of the book or
request one from the church office.
For further information contact Brett Budrow or
Rachel Ackley.

Missed:
June 1 Meghan Ament

Celebrating JULY Anniversaries

Wednesday,
14

Jerry & Connie Mueller
Please contact the church office if we have
missed your birthday, anniversary, or have any
corrections to update.

July 26
1:00 to 7:00 PM
Roberts UCC
Fellowship Hall
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JULY 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

10am Worship with Holy
Communion, led by Rev.
Dr. Del Permann

9

10

4

5

6

INDEPENDENCE DAY:
Office Closed

6pm “Festival” Planning
Meeting
6:30pm Deacons Meeting

6pm Church Council
Meeting

11

12

13

10am Worship led by
6:30pm SHIFT! @ Lori
Rev. Dr. Del Permann
Jurek’s
10am SCRIP Orders due

10am Care Center Worship

5pm Park-It Market

5:30pm Christian Ed
Meeting
6pm Trustees Meeting

16

18

19

20

17

10am Worship with
Guest Speaker, Rick
Pals of FMSC

7

8

14

15

21

22

28

29

Newsletter Deadline

23

24

25

10am Worship led by
Rev. Dr. Del Permann
10am SCRIP Orders due

26
1pm Blood Drive
6pm ABC’s of Faith Book
Discussion

27

9am Feed My Starving
Children

3pm Lamplight Concert

30

31

Coming Up:

10am Worship led by
Rev. Dr. Del Permann

August 1 6:30pm Deacons meeting
August 3 3pm Women’s Fellowship Meeting; 4:30pm Community Dinner; 5:30pm Christian Ed Meeting; 6pm Council Meeting
August 6 – 9 5:15pm VBS Supper; 6pm Vacation Bible School
August 9 5-7:30pm Park-It Market
August 16 4-10pm Annual Church Auction with Bake Sale, Concession Stand, Raffles & more!

Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays
Wednesdays

9:00-11:30 am

6:30-8:00 pm
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