Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
August 2017
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Roberts Congregational
United Church of Christ
Some of the great items up for bids:


Hand-crafted Quilt



Pool Table (7’6” w/sticks & balls)



2 pair of tickets for the Green Bay
vs. Rams game at Lambeau 8/31



Blocks of GOLD! (butter)



Garden Goodies



Gift certificates for local
businesses and restaurants



Autographed football by the
Green Bay Packers



Themed gift baskets



MN Twins Tony Oliva print



Pair of tickets for a Brewers game



New and gently used treasures



And much more!
Eldon Myer, Auctioneer

Annual Church
Auction
Wednesday, August 16, 2017
1001 Birch Drive, Roberts, WI
Bake Sale 4:00 pm
Food Stand 4:00 pm
Auction 5:00 pm
For additional event information and photos of auction items,
visit us at https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC or
http://www.robertsucc.org

If you would like to donate items for the auction
please contact Bill Snoeyenbos at 715-425-6730.

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org

Thoughts from Pastor-Elect
Burt Williams…
I know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy
and enjoy themselves as long as they live; moreover, it is
God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in
all their toil. – Ecclesiastes 3:12-13
Because I Can...
When I was in Maine I remember walking over to the
church one Sunday and having this experience. It was one
of those wonderfully bright and warm spring mornings. The
snow was melting and
along the side of the road
little rivers were forming in
the dirt and rock of the
shoulder. As I crossed the
road toward the little
makeshift footbridge that
crossed the ditch, one of
our little Sunday schoolers
was out playing in the mud
in his Sunday clothes. Shoe
top deep in the water and mud he was making little dams
with his feet happy as a boy can be who has mud to play

with. I watched him for a bit enjoying memories of doing
that same thing myself as a child. Then I asked why he was
trying to make the water go different ways. He responded,
"Because I can..." and then went back to playing.
I suppose I should have stopped him as I am sure his
mother was not happy when she found him wet and
covered in mud from the ankles down. But, what was it
hurting to let him enjoy this simple thing in life? And the
little boy in me really wanted to join him.
The whole idea has me thinking this morning. His ten or
fifteen minutes of playing changed his outlook on the
morning...more importantly it changed mine. It was a
frivolous waste of time, and a battle he couldn't win...but he
enjoyed it and it made him smile. So today I'm going to
find fifteen minutes to play...to do something that is a
frivolous waste of time and smile while I do it. Maybe sing a
silly song, smile and wave at strangers as they pass me on
the street, or maybe even find some mud to go play in as
things begin to melt here.
May you have a wonder-filled day! May you smile for
no reason at all! May you play in this wonderful
creation and day our God has made for us! Why?
Because you can!

Announcing the fantastic news that we have hired
a new administrative assistant!
Kim’s first day in the office will be Wednesday, August 2.
Hello, my name is Kim Kramer. First off, I just wanted to let you know how excited I am to join
the staff and to become part of the Roberts UCC family.
My family and I moved to Roberts twelve years ago from Wausau, WI for my husband's career. One of the many
reasons we love living in Roberts, is the small town atmosphere. We love how friendly the people are and the sense
of community.
Mark and I have been married for 24 years and have two wonderful children, Courtney, 21, and Gage, who is 11.
Mark is a Senior Project Manager in commercial construction. He's been in this line of business for over 20 years.
He enjoys hunting and fishing in his spare time. Courtney graduated from WITC in May of 2016 with an Associate
Degree in Criminal Justice. She is currently a Corrections Officer for the St. Croix County Sheriffs Department. She
just purchased her first home and is enjoying all of the fun that comes from being a first time homeowner. Our son
Gage will be a 6th grader this fall at the middle school. Gage loves to play soccer, ride his minibike, and is looking
forward to learning how to play the trombone in band this year.
And now, a little about myself. I just graduated in Dec. 2016 with an Associates Degree in Accounting from WITC.
Before that I was a stay-at-home mom for 18 years. During my time at home, I enjoyed volunteering in my children's classrooms, being a Girl Scout leader, and being active in PTO. In my free time, I like to go 4-wheeling, read,
swim, and spend time with my family.
Please join us in welcoming Kim to the team! Thank you to the volunteers who kept things running in
the interim. We ask for continued patience and grace while they help Kim settle in!
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Featured Article: Women’s Fellowship
GET TO KNOW YOUR
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
On May 13, 1919 the ladies of the Roberts
Congregational Church formed a group which they
called the “Ladies Aid Society.” Our name has evolved
to become the WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP. All the
women of our church membership are automatically
part of the Women’s Fellowship and we encourage men
to participate if they so desire.
The Women’s Fellowship helps the church financially
and offers help to the church in other ways, as well as
service to the wider community. It is with the money
that we make from our rummage sales, bake sales and
monthly dinners that we are able to reach out to help
others in our own community and continue the church’s
mission.
We have a committee from our membership who serves
lunch at funerals held at our church.
We hold a spring and fall rummage sale at the church.
Our next one will be held on September 15th and 16th,
2017. Watch the bulletin and newsletter for more info.
We have decided this year not to hold the New
England Dinner because of past attendance, the amount
of work it entails and conflicts with the date. Instead
we are planning an event to be held on Saturday,
October 14th. We’re still in the planning stage but hope
to involve all those who so faithfully worked and
donated to the New England Dinner.

Join us for dinner!
August 3, 2017
4:30—6:30 PM
Ham Sandwiches
Assorted Salads
Bars
Beverages
Adults $6.00
Take out meals available upon request.
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We sponsor a bake sale each year at our Church
Auction, with all proceeds going to the church. This
event is coming up on Wednesday, August 16th. Bake
sale will begin at 4pm and the auction will start at 5pm.
Any donations to our sale would be greatly appreciated.
We hold a monthly community dinner. Committees
are assigned each year with 8 to 10 people on a
committee. We assign a chairperson and co-chair to
each committee and it is their responsibility to contact
the other assigned committee members and prepare a
meal for the community. We hold suppers each month
on the first Thursday of most months, with the
exception of June, July and October. This year we are
adding back the October meal and we have a few
volunteers that will use the New England Dinner
menu; baked chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy,
rutabagas, cranberry salad and pie. Look for more info
in future newsletters.
Our committee meets on the Thursday of the meals at
3pm and supper is served from 4:30pm to 6:30pm. This
is an open invitation to everyone, member or nonmember, to join us for our next meeting. Spend an
hour and a half with us and stay for a great supper. We
plan, we pray, we talk and we laugh. We are definitely
informal and we enjoy what we are doing. There are
no longer any ten cent dues required, no constitution to
sign and you don’t have to do anything you don’t want
to. Come try us out on Thursday, August 3rd at 3pm.

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – July 6,2017
PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the
minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety, they
are available in the binder in the church office.

Reports
Christian Education (Mandy)
 VBS August 6—9.
 Meal at 5:15, Activities 6:00
MEMBERS PRESENT: Lori Jurek (Moderator), Mandy
 Still need volunteers to make, serve & clean up
Clay, Cheryl Lindquist, Duane Loewel, Dianne Loewel
meals
Deacons (Duane)
Devotions led by Cheryl Lindquist: Day 40
 Welcoming Team is being formed
SHIFT! (Lori)
Business
 Photo contest is over
Administrative Assistant
 Serving concessions at auction August 16
 Still open with interviews scheduled
 Serving dinner at Grace Place August 17
 Office being covered by Carrie Fisher & Lori Jurek
Treasurer
 Master calendar is very important to communicating  Adopt-a-Mortgage letter ready to sent out
promptly and accurately.
Trustees (Dianne)
Park-It Market
 Garden areas need to be weeded
 Next date is July 12 from 5 to 7:30pm
 Some building repairs have been identified
Lamplight Concert
Women’s Fellowship
 July 23, 3:00pm
 Adding community dinner in October. Menu will be
Festival
similar to New England Dinner.
 Date will be Saturday, October 14
 Rummage Sale on September 15 and 16
 Ideas include entertainment, raffle, dinner
Next meeting will be August 3, 2017 at 6:00 pm

Check out these Auction items!
Don’t miss your chance to bid and win.
Join us on August 16 Live Auction begins at 5:00pm
To view additional auction items, visit us at
https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC or http://www.robertsucc.org
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Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers July 2017 –
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church office if anyone is interested in
more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of June 30, 2017
Income/contributions
$ 13,126.82
Fundraising
$
981.75
Interest
$
.74
Total Income
$ 14,109.31
Expenses
($ 9,866.43)
Transfers
0.00
Net Income
$ 4,242.88

YTD
$ 86,446.92
$ 1,557.93
$
3.17
$ 88,008.02
($83,359.33)
3,130.28
$ 7,778.97

Assets and Liabilities
General Account Balances May 31, 2017:
Checking
$ 2,206.64
Savings
$ 113.72
SCRIP Assets
$ 1,100.00
Total General Acct Assets
$ 4,053.61
Total Current Assets (all accts)
Total Fixed Assets
Total Assets
Loans:
Mortgage Balance
Member Loans Balance

$ 43,736.47
$1,874,642.28
$1,918,378.75

($839,319.54)
($150,000.00)
Total Long Term Liabilities:
Total Current Liabilities:
Total Liabilities:

($ 989,319.54)
($
1,291.33)
($ 990,610.87)

Total Equity:
Current Scrip Report June, 2017:
Checking Account Balance =
Inventory Balance =
Payment Due =
Total SCRIP Assets =

$1,026.24
$ 750.00
$ 300.00
$2,076.24

SCRIP June profit =
SCRIP Year to date profit =

$ 56.37
$389.27

$927,767.88

Check your mail for an appeal letter and invitation to keep
Roberts UCC financially strong this summer. We encourage
you to participate in the fun activities at church this summer
and join us in ministry to our wider community and world.

Did you RSVP?
A recent mailing invited everyone to attend special summer events and
participate in opportunities to support Roberts UCC. You can help
overcome the “summer slump” through participation, prayer, and provision. Prepare to say “yes”!
If you haven’t yet had the chance, please reply by returning your
“above and beyond” commitment form to the church. Check out the
website for additional easy ways you can support Roberts UCC by
shopping, web surfing and more!
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Save the Date!
Shades of Autumn Celebration 2017

“Faith, Love, and Hope Fest”
Sponsored by Roberts UCC

Saturday, October 14
2:00 to 7:00 pm
Watch for further details coming soon!
Our mission is to connect with
God, as we live by faith,
are known by love,
and cultivate hope.
In recent weeks, we have arranged a
variety of opportunities to raise funds to support the ministries
of Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) and T.H.U.G Life.
We joyfully share that a donation of $960 was presented to
FMSC by several volunteers during our last meal packing
session in Eagan, MN on July 29.
The Lamplight Concert, held on July 23, resulted in donations
totaling $900 to benefit T.H.U.G Life. This is in addition to
the $300 presented to Sara Rank during worship on June 18.
Our gratitude to Kate Jennings and Judith Permann for donating their time and talents to make the concert possible.

It’s awesome to see our mission statement in action!
Page 6

FOOD PANTRY
The start of school will soon be here and with
it comes the added expense of new clothes,
school supplies, and everything else that goes
along with it. If your family, or someone you
know, is struggling to figure out how to meet
that extra expense, the food pantry is there to
provide help with the extra cost of feeding that
family. All residents of the St. Croix Central
School District who find themselves in need of
a helping hand are welcome to come and check
out the food shelf.
Open Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 - 11:30 am
and
Wed. 6:30 – 8:00 pm

Roberts UCC
PARK-IT MARKET
SUMMER 2017
2nd Wed of August and September
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
We are inviting a variety of vendors to set up a table/tent in the parking lot and
sell your product on the second Wednesday of each month this summer. Great
location on busy Highway 12. (Limited to 25, so respond soon!)
Registration is $25 donation per parking spot per month (rain or shine…
registrations are donated to Roberts UCC regardless of weather.)

Here are some vendor ideas:
 Produce, flowers, etc.
 Craft Items
 Home businesses
 Gently used household items
NO: On site alcohol sales, illegal or illicit products, or similar items. Vendors are responsible
for clean-up of their area. Tables/tents must not cause damage to black top.

Send commitment form and donation of $25 per spot/per month to Roberts
UCC, PO Box 116, Roberts, WI 54023. Questions: Call Ashley at 715-220-9747.
Roberts UCC Vendor Commitment Form (return with donation check made out to Roberts UCC):
Contact Name:

Product to sell:

Phone:

Email:

Emergency Contact name/number:
Any special site needs:
I agree to provide my own display, table, tent, etc. that will not cause damage to the church property. I understand the
limitation on product sales. I hold Roberts UCC harmless for business damages or loss as a result of participation. I
understand the participation cost is a non-refundable donation to the church. Please sign me up for the following dates:
August 9

Page 7

Sept 13

Roberts UCC Prayer List
Please take time at noon on Wednesdays to make a special prayer for our church community.

Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.
Vi Dull

Linda Jourdeans

Marilyn Hayes

Dennis Peterson

Doug Logas

Jackie Hunter

Marge Johnson

Karen Loenser

Jean Foster

Jane Getzie

Charlie Logas

Nancy Rouch

Marge Wolske

Bernie McGaver

*

Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement

*

At American Heritage Care Center, Hammond: Walt & Donna Lamson

*

At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink

*

Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list.
Our prayers are with the families of Myron “Mike” Hesselink
and Kenneth Graf who entered Life Triumphant in July.

Celebrating August Birthdays
15

Sharon Johnson
Jean Johnson

16

Wes Frederick

18

Al Bohl

19

Deanna Gallati

Connie Mueller
Julie Nelson

20

Timothy Ronnander

21

Glenn Hall

Bernie McGaver
Dean Hansen

22

Brenda Poulin
Ben Segebrecht

6

Donna Hadley

7

Vi Dull

8

Levi Johnson

10

Jacque Nelson

11
12

13

Dennis Segebrecht
Luke Budrow
Stephanie Jansma

1

Dean & Glenda Hansen

4

Jerry & Sheryl Johnson
Tony & Angie Nelson

5

Pete & Meghan Ament

6

James & Sonya Jansma

8

Walt & Donna Lamson

15

Rusty & Connie Cox

17

Bill & Judy Snoeyenbos

24

Mary Fern
Jon Weiss

19

Dennis & Mary Thorsen
Jon & Erin Weiss

28

Nicole O’Connell

20

Lowell & Sharon Johnson

31

Bill Schultz

23

Mark & Mandy Clay

24

Rick & Jo Fenstermaker

27

Rick & Christie Risberg

30

Dick & Pat Colbeth

Please contact the church office if we have missed
your birthday, anniversary, or have any corrections to update.
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Celebrating August Anniversaries

August 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3

6:30pm Deacons

Kim’s first day in the
church office. Welcome!

3pm Women’s Fellowship
4:30-6pm Community
Dinner
5:30pm CE Meeting
6pm Church Council

6

7

8

9

10

10am Worship with Holy
Communion
5:15pm VBS Dinner
6pm Vacation Bible
School

5:15pm VBS Dinner
6pm Vacation Bible
School
6:30pm SHIFT!

10am Worship @ American Heritage
5:15pm VBS Dinner
6pm Vacation Bible
School

5pm Park-It Market
5:15pm VBS Dinner
6pm Vacation Bible
School

6pm Trustees

13

14

15

16

17

Sat

5

11

12
1 – 4pm Bridal Shower in
Fellowship Hall (private)

18

19

25

26

Annual Auction 5:30pm SHIFT! @ Grace
Place
4pm Bake Sale,
Concessions, Raffles and
Preview
5pm Auction

10am Worship
SCRIP Orders Due

20

21

22

23

10am Worship
Newsletter Deadline

27

Fri

4

24
6pm ABC’s of Faith

28

29

30

31

10am Worship
SCRIP Orders Due

Coming up in September:

Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays
Wednesdays
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9:00-11:30 am

6:30-8:00 pm

Sept. 3 Pastor Burt Williams’ first Sunday; Worship with Holy Communion
Sept. 4 Labor Day ~ Office closed
Sept. 5 Deacons
Sept. 7 3pm Women’s Fellowship; 4:30pm Community Dinner; 6pm Council
Sept. 10 Sunday School Kick-Off
Sept. 11 6:30pm SHIFT!
Sept. 12 10am Worship at American Heritage Care Center
Sept. 13 5pm Park-It Market
Sept. 14 5:30pm Christian Education; 6pm Trustees
Sept. 15 & 16 Rummage Sale
Sept. 23 Operation Christmas Child Fundraising Event

