Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

September 2017
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

We rejoice in the good news that Rev.
Burt D. Williams begins his ministry
with us on the 1st of
September.
Please join us on Sunday, Sept. 3 for
worship with Holy Communion
led by Pastor Burt.

NEWS FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday School is just around the corner and we couldn't be more excited to begin another year with all
the wonderful kiddos in our church family! We are continuing to focus on all the traditional Bible
stories that most adults learned as children. This year, we will be learning about Noah's Ark, David
and Goliath, Jonah and the Whale, Fruits of the Spirit, etc.

Mark your Calendars!

Rally Sunday & the 1st Day of Sunday School are on September 10.
There has been some discussion as to what time we should hold Sunday School. For now, we will
continue to have it during service until Pastor Burt is settled. We are still open to changing the class
time and will keep you posted as we further discuss our options. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to talk with anyone on the C.E. Board. We look forward to another fabulous
year together!
Mandy Clay, Meghan Ament, Tracy Ronnander, Michelle Hansen and Ashley Stone.
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Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I; send me!”
—Isaiah 6:8
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ:
Over the years I have been asked to describe myself and the ministry I am engaged in. That is a very hard thing
to nail down sometimes. The name I was given at birth was Burt. I am divorced and remarried. My wife Toni and I
have been married for just over three years. I am also the father of three wonderful children (and by the time I start
here at Roberts that should be four wonderful children). My two oldest Uriah (18 and currently in the US Army) and
Victoria (17 and lives in Hugo, MN) have taught me a good deal about being a father. The two youngest Zachary
(age 1) and Elijah (newborn) are keeping me young and allowing me to enjoy fatherhood to its fullest. I am a native
of Northcentral Wisconsin (a small town called Merrill is where I was raised). I did my seminary work at Bangor
Theological Seminary in Bangor, ME. I was ordained at the age of 33 in 2006 a Saint Stephens UCC in Merrill
which has a long history of growing pastors from the congregation. I believe I am the 14 th congregant to be ordained
from that congregation (I do not have the official number but that is close). I have officially served churches in
Maine, Nebraska, Iowa, and now, Wisconsin. Outside of work, I am enjoy the outdoors (especially the woods),
playing guitar, singing, fishing, photography, computers, reading, and spending time with family. I have held more
jobs in a variety of fields than I can keep track of anymore. There isn’t much I am not willing to try to learn how to
do, if necessary. It is pretty hard to offend me and I like a good joke as much as anyone else. I have travelled a long
and colorful road over the years and love to share in the stories and journeys of my life and the lives of others.
Theologically, I am a middle of the road person which is best described as a Liberal Traditionalist. I love
tradition and studying the why and how people/churches work together. It fascinates me to see what God has done in
and through church families. That being said, I am also, to steal a line from Bill Engvall, about 15 degrees off center.
I love tradition, but also love to push the boundaries, stretch, imagine, and play when it comes to ministry and
worship. There truly is beauty in tradition. Yet, tradition can be adapted, and sometimes parted with, in order to
create meaningful and moving services for both the families with long standing traditions and those who have never
set foot in a church. As I told the Search Committee, “If you try to stuff me in the ‘Pastor’ box, you’ll find I ooze out
in all sorts of places.” I have a utilitarian philosophy on life, in other words, I look for what is going to be good for
the group, more than individuals. At the same time, I am justice minded. It is not right to tread on and destroy
someone else simply so the majority can be comfortable. Relax, I am not fond of a steady diet of social justice
sermons. They have their place and time in the arena of worship, but there are many other important things in our
daily lives as well which need to be looked at as well. In time we will come to know each other and much of what I
am saying here will become much clearer than how it may look at the moment.
I love to look at new and interesting ways in which to do ministry as a congregation. Again tradition is great, but
the needs of our world change and sometimes that means our methods will need to change at times as well. There is
much to be said about traditional ministries as well. The wealth of knowledge, the strong spiritual ties people have to
them, and the way in which they tie together the tapestry of our stories makes some of them almost irreplaceable. I
truly believe God shows us the way on what remains relevant and what needs to change or be added to.
Many of you are probably wondering what the game plan is as I come to serve you and serve God with you. For
a while it will be to try and get to know one another and the ministry God has and is doing in and through all of you.
Changing things for the sake of changing things is foolish. We are on this journey together. Getting to know one
another and building a mutual trust and relationship is key to making any Pastor/Congregation life work well. Even
more key to that relationship will be closely related to the passage up above. Listening for God’s call for our lives
through the journeys we are on and then answering those calls as they arise. I am coming to all of you after listening
to God’s call in my life. It is with great joy, hope, and faith that my family and I come to serve alongside all of you.
We look forward to many years of ministry sharing God’s love with one another, the community of Roberts (and
surrounding communities), and wherever else God may call as a church family.
Until we meet again in September, Peace and God bless you all!
Yours in the Family of Christ,
Pastor Burt Williams
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Featured Article: DEACONS
As I sit here and think back to where we were a year
ago, I swell up with pride at what our congregation,
the deacons board, and the search committee have accomplished.
First and foremost the search committee went through
the search and discernment process. Pastor Burt will
become our settled Pastor beginning September 1st. I
can feel the excitement and anticipation as we plan for
Burt’s arrival.

board, will be asking members and friends of Roberts
UCC to consider serving on a board or committee. As
a group, we discuss and consider each offer to our
members about serving on a board and we do not take
this task lightly. We will also be accepting those who
feel called to serve, who have special gifts and/or interests. For our church to thrive, not only are your
generous offerings needed, but also your time and talents. We have had many who have faithfully served
our church for years on many different boards and
committees and we encourage any new members and
those who haven’t before served to consider doing so.

This summer God’s grace delivered Pastor Del Permann to our Pulpit for the entire summer. It was such
a treasure to experience Del’s insight, biblical
knowledge and his many stories. We had special May God’s grace guide us as we welcome Burt to
Roberts and work together towards another successful
guests this summer that included speakers from
T.H.U.G. Life ministries, Feed my Starving Children year and we do the Lords work together.
and the Lamplight concert.
Soon we will be planning on another Stewardship Duane Loewel
drive and we will be asking members to carefully pray Deacons Chairperson.
as they consider their monetary pledges for the next
church year. Also the nominating committee, which
is comprised of the members of the Deacons

Join us for dinner!

FALL RUMMAGE SALE

September 7, 2017
4:30 PM—6:30 PM
Beef Stroganoff on Egg Noodles
Vegetables

RUCC Fellowship Hall
1001 Birch Drive Roberts, WI

Dinner Rolls

Friday, Sept. 15 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Assorted Cakes

Saturday, Sept. 16 8:00 am - 10:30 am

Beverages

Drop off dates…

Adults $6.00 Children $3.00
Take out meals available upon request.

Monday - Thursday, Sept. 11 – Sept. 14
Time 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Questions: call Pat Colbeth at 715-377-8078 or
Lenore Pechuman at 715-749-3836
LUNCH WILL BE AVAILABLE
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July brought Feed My
Starving Children to the
front of Roberts UCC
consciousness.
On Sunday, July 16, Dean Mooney from FMSC
Speakers Bureau gave a very lively, informative
and personal message to the congregation during
Sunday worship. Mr. Mooney has had over 30
years experience with seeing the devastation in
third-world countries. When FMSC entered his life
in the late ‘80s, he jumped right in to volunteer both
locally and with mission trips abroad. In response
to his message, a special collection after worship
brought in $360 for FMSC.
The second FMSC event was on Saturday, July 29.
A group of eight RUCC volunteers spent the
morning at the Eagan location packing enough
meals to feed 73 children for a year! The group also
presented two checks from RUCC: $360 (special
collections) and $600 (Easter pancake breakfast free
will offering) for a total of $960. Thank you to
everyone for your support of FMSC.
Our next scheduled volunteer opportunity is
Saturday,
October
21
from
9:00-11:00
AM.
Children are welcome with adult
supervision. Please join us!

GINORMOUS COMMUNITY PACKING PARTY
November 5th, 2017
Hosted at: Roberts Congregational UCC
1001 Birch Drive Roberts, WI
Chili Cook-off/Potluck: 11:30 am
Packing Party: 12:15 pm
ALL ARE WELCOME!!!

Feel Good Kits!
Demand is high, so SHIFT! will be assembling more kits for area
elementary schools. We would love your support!
The purpose of this project is to help kiddos Feel Good about themselves as they start their school days. Kits will include basic items
they may not have access to at home:
I want to thank all of you for your support of
T.H.U.G Life. It has been a tough year keeping
up with the kids who come to us and their
needs. Your help and support has helped us stay
open to help our kids. I cannot thank you
enough. The donations from the concert literally
gave us the way to help 5 of our teens get
school clothes and shoes, groceries for a month
for 7 of them, and we were able to get books for
2 of the kids starting tech school, and pay
school fees. This was such a huge blessing. I
cannot thank you enough.
Sara (Rank)
Executive Director
T.H.U.G Life Ministry
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Toothbrush and toothpaste
Hairbrush or Comb
Deodorant

Barrettes or Hair Ribbons
Lotion
Chapstick

Kits will be given to students in need and kept at school so they
have access it to it each morning.
If you are able to donate items or financial support for this project,
we’d certainly appreciate it! Audrey Ackley has graciously agreed
to sew bags again and would welcome donations of 12 or 14 inch
zippers. There will be a collection tote outside the sanctuary doors.
Thank you!

Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers August 2017 –
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church office if anyone is interested in
more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of July 31, 2017
Income/contributions
$ 12,086.89
Adopt A Mortgage
$ 4,623.00
Fundraising
$
487.00
Interest
$
.21
Total Income
$ 17,197.10
Expenses
($ 12,324.83)
Transfers
963.82
Net Income
$ 5,836.09

YTD
$ 98,533.81
$ 4,623.00
$ 2,044.93
$
3.38
$105,205.12
($95,684.16)
4,094.10
$ 13,615.06

Assets and Liabilities
General Account Balances July 31, 2017:
Checking
$ 3,141.81
Savings
$ 113.72
SCRIP Assets
$ 1,733.25
Total General Acct Assets
$ 4,988.78
Total Current Assets (all accts)
Total Fixed Assets
Total Assets
Loans:
Mortgage Balance
Member Loans Balance

$ 43,881.04
$1,874,642.28
$1,918,523.32

($835,641.85)
($150,000.00)
Total Long Term Liabilities:
Total Current Liabilities:
Total Liabilities:

Total Equity:
Current Scrip Report July, 2017:
Checking Account Balance =
Inventory Balance =
Payment Due =
Total SCRIP Assets =

$1,164.98
$ 875.00
$ 000.00
$2,039.98

SCRIP July profit =
SCRIP Year to date profit =

$ 63.74
$453.01

($ 985,641.85)
($
3,077.10)
($ 988,718.95)

$929,804.37

The 2017 Annual Auction results are in! Thank you to all who helped
make this event a success! Here’s a recap:
Live Auction: 5264.00
Bake Sale: $454.10
Food Stand: $415.42
Raffle: $385.00
Private Concert/Dinner & Limo: $595.00 (Spots still available! Contact Lori Jurek)
Donations: 315.50
Current Total Proceeds: $7429.02
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Shades of Autumn
Celebration 2017
“Faith, Love, and Hope Fest”

Saturday, October 14
2:00 to 7:00 pm

Featuring entertainment by SISTER
Silent Auction, Baked Chicken Dinner and Raffle
$20 Adults

$10 Youth 12/under

Limited Event Tickets available! Get yours early by contacting
Duane Loewel at (715) 690-7599.
Raffle Tickets on sale now! Cash Prizes! Contact Sonya Jansma
at (715) 684-9661 to purchase and/or help sell tickets.

Roberts UCC Bell Choir

BAKE SALE
Sunday, Sept. 17
Roberts UCC Bell Choir is raising funds to offset our costs to participate
in the Copper Ring. We will be having a Bake Sale and free will donation
during fellowship.

3:30pm—Concert is free and open to the public
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To Benefit:

rd

Saturday, September 23
5pm-7pm
Roberts Congregational UCC
1001 Birch Drive Roberts, WI

*All you can eat Spaghetti
*Silent Auction
*Craft Ideas & Information
All Funds Raised will be used to ship Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes in 2017.
For additional information or to volunteer contact: Megan Frye, Community Relations – Western Wisconsin Team
meganocc@gmail.com or find us on Facebook: Operation Christmas Child Western Wisconsin

Roberts UCC
PARK-IT MARKET
September 13, 2017
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
We are inviting a variety of vendors to set up a
table/tent in the parking lot and sell your product on the second Wednesday of
each month this summer. Great location on busy Highway 12. (Limited to 25, so
respond soon!)
Registration is $25 donation per parking spot per month (rain or shine…
registrations are donated to Roberts UCC regardless of weather.)

Here are some vendor ideas:
 Produce, flowers, etc.
 Craft Items
 Home businesses
 Gently used household items
NO: On site alcohol sales, illegal or illicit products, or similar items. Vendors are responsible
for clean-up of their area. Tables/tents must not cause damage to black top.

Send commitment form and donation of $25 per spot/per month to Roberts
UCC, PO Box 116, Roberts, WI 54023. Questions: Call Ashley at 715-220-9747.
Roberts UCC Vendor Commitment Form (return with donation check made out to Roberts UCC):
Contact Name:

Product to sell:

Phone:

Email:

Emergency Contact name/number:
Any special site needs:
I agree to provide my own display, table, tent, etc. that will not cause damage to the church property. I understand the
limitation on product sales. I hold Roberts UCC harmless for business damages or loss as a result of participation. I
understand the participation cost is a non-refundable donation to the church.

Page 8

Roberts UCC Prayer List
Please take time at noon on Wednesdays to make a special prayer for our church community.

Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.
Vi Dull

Linda Jourdeans

Marilyn Hayes

Bernie McGaver

Doug Logas

Jackie Hunter

Marge Johnson

Karen Loenser

Jean Foster

Jane Getzie

Charlie Logas

Marge Wolske

*

Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement

*

At American Heritage Care Center, Hammond: Walt & Donna Lamson

*

At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink

*

Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list.
Our prayers are with the family of Dennis Peterson
who entered Life Triumphant in August.

Celebrating September Birthdays
1

Dave Hatch
James Jansma

2

Earl Pechuman
Bob Ricci

14
15
16

Walt Lamson
Christie Risberg
Renee Gullixson
Annika Hansen
Carol Lindquist
Mary Schultz
Kathy Johnson

3

Audrey Ackley

7

Terra Jansma
Tricia Dull

17
21
23

8

Steve Hansen

24

Don Gillis

9

Rockie Graf

26

Jenny Muller

10

Dennis Nelson

27

11

Glenda Hansen

Brandon Dull
Kiley Ament

Celebrating September
Anniversaries
2

Glenn & Linda Hall

7

James & Lynn Cave

10

Jeff & Trudy Hinkel
Brandon & Shelly Dull

14

David & Michelle Hansen

16

Tom & Nicole O'Connell
Timothy & Tracy Ronnander

18

Steve & Cynthia Hansen

Tyler Miller
13

Corynne Nelson
Please contact the church office if we have missed
your birthday, anniversary, or have any corrections to update.
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September 2017
Mon

Sun

3

4

Tue

5

Pastor Burt’s First Labor Day Church Office 6:30pm Deacons
Closed
Sunday

Wed

6

7

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

3pm Women’s Fellowship Kim-Out of Office
4:30-6:30pm Community
Dinner
6pm Council

9am Church Clean Up

13

14

15

16

5pm Park-It Market

6pm Trustees

8am-6pm Rummage Sale 8am-10:30am Rummage
Sale

10am Worship with Holy
Communion

12

Thu

10

11

10am Worship with
Special Music by Bell
Choir
Rally Sunday
SCRIP Orders Due

Kim-Out of Office
5:30pm CE mtg
6:30pm SHIFT

10am Worship at American Heritage

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

10am Worship
First Day of Sunday
School
Bell Choir Bake Sale

24
10am Worship
SCRIP Orders Due

5pm Operation Christmas
Child Dinner

6pm Book Discussion

Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays
Wednesdays
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Newsletter Deadline

9:00-11:30 am

6:30-8:00 pm

Coming up in October:
Oct. 14-2pm Shades of Autumn Celebration
Oct. 21-9am Feed My Starving Children Packing Session

