Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

October 2017
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Shades of Autumn
Celebration 2017
“Faith, Love, and Hope Fest”

Saturday, October 14 2:00 to 7:00 pm
Featuring entertainment by SISTER
Silent Auction, Baked Chicken Dinner and Raffle Drawing
$20 Adults

$10 Youth 12/under

For more information: www.robertsucc.org or www.sisterproductions.com
Families have enjoyed the New England Dinner for generations. This year the time-honored traditions of this
fall event will continue, but with a little different twist. The connections we all enjoy – community, family,
friends, and of course great food - will be joined with exciting new ideas. While the event name is different,
the goals are the same – to gather and connect the community while having a great time together.
The theme for this year’s Shades of Autumn Celebration is “Faith, Love, and Hope Fest”, which reflects the
new mission statement of Roberts UCC: Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known
by love, and cultivate hope.
Shades of Autumn will include a traditional chicken dinner and more. A silent auction will run from 2:00 pm
until 6 pm. SISTER, a regional performance group, will provide entertainment at 3:00 pm. The show will be
followed by dinner at 5:00 pm and our cash prize raffle drawings at 6:30 pm.
Event tickets include dinner and entertainment at $20 for adults and $10 for youth 12 and under. Seats are
limited, so the congregation encourages people to purchase in advance by contacting a member or the
church office.
Event and raffle tickets are available after church each Sunday or at the church office. Office hours are
Monday - Friday from 8:30am to 12:30pm. You may also call 715-749-3225.

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org

Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need,
so that your words may give grace to those who hear.
Ephesians 4:29 NRSV
Greetings in the name of Christ:
Our journey has begun and my family and I are grateful for the warm welcome which we have received from all
of you. It is wonderful to be welcomed into a new community in such a way. What a gift you all bring to the family
of Christ in greeting and welcoming people into our church home in a way which makes people feel as if they would
like to come back. As I begin to reflect on all of the happenings of the last couple of weeks, I am encouraged both as
a pastor and fellow Christian at this extravagant welcoming and gracious understanding as I get my feet under me for
the journey ahead.
For a while things will seem a little crazy, weird, and sporadic. I promise I am not always as scatterbrained or
off as I may seem. Mostly right now it is just a matter of trying to find the rhythm and heartbeat of all of you as a
congregation. Then, once I am able to do that, we will begin to fall into sync with one another and some of the
weirdness will begin to subside. Throw into the mix a toddler and newborn and I am sure most of you can see where
I might seem a little off.
I am also grateful for all of you whom have been willing to share your stories and experiences of the past, as well
as your hopes and concerns for the future. I encourage all of you to feel free to stop in, call, or email me with these
as well. If you are wondering which I prefer, it is always best to get to know one another face to face, but I
understand that schedules do not necessarily allow for this. I am sure there are many of you who have questions
about myself and my family. Please feel free to ask and approach us. Typically, we are more than willing to share
(as long as the schedules and children allow).
I also encourage everyone to keep their eyes open for upcoming “Cottage Gatherings.” These will be small
group gatherings where we will be able to get to know one another better and share our hopes and dreams for the
future. The planning for these are still in the works, but it will be a wonderful opportunity for all of us to get better
acquainted and share in celebration of the journey ahead.
With all of that out of the way, reread the passage above. In the months ahead we will be talking a lot about
communicating with one another as a church body. This passage is one of the key points of that. I am sure many of
us remember being told as children, “If you don’t have anything nice to say, don’t say anything at all.” Often times it
is not so much that we do not have anything nice to say, but the things we talk about most often are the hurts and
possible problems we see on the horizon. We talk about them with the best of intentions. Usually it is to try to
prevent the same thing from happening again. We are trying to keep anyone else from being hurt in the way we
were. Our faith and our church is near and dear to us and the last thing we want is for others to feel pain or heartache
from a place where we have found grace and joy so often. The unfortunate part is that what our intentions are and
how it is heard often are not the same thing. Most of this is caused by a lack of good communication.
Paul’s answer to this is a simple one. It is to be very intentional in our communication; both in how we speak
and how we listen. Our passage talks about always speaking in a way that builds up those receiving the message.
How we say things can greatly influence what people hear. If we use my cooking as an example we might better
understand. If I make a bummer of a meal. My wife could say, “Your cooking tonight left something to be desired.”
A kind enough phrase, but how much different it sounds if she says, “I really appreciate that you made dinner
tonight. I may have used a bit less salt, but thank you for helping out by cooking.” When we intentionally build
others up, we create a spirit of grace and appreciation.
The same is true of how we listen though. I could take what she said in the first phrase to mean that I can’t cook
at all, or I could hear that it was just tonight’s meal. How I hear it makes a big difference. Somewhere along the line
I heard this as the “Q-Tip” principle. Q-Tip meaning “Quit Taking It Personally. It is very easy to hear others as
condemning us entirely, when it is often just a matter of they didn’t think through how we might hear what was said.
It may not have anything to do with us personally and most often it doesn’t. It is probably better to work from the
assumption that it has little to nothing to do with us personally. For example, I have not crafted this little message at
anyone in particular. This is a human nature type of thing, but it could very well be that you are feeling like it is a
message written with you specifically in mind. Trust me, there is no one in particular I am thinking of at the
moment.
As we move ahead though, let’s try making these two small adjustments in how we communicate with one
another and see what happens. It is usually the simplest adjustments which can make the most profound differences.
Peace to you all!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Burt
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Featured Article: TRUSTEES
The Trustees held a semi-annual church building window
washing and pew dusting on September 9th. Thank you to
Laurene and Roger Ray, Duane and Dianne Loewel, Cecil
Brighton and Pastor Burt for getting the jobs done.
Laurene took on the task of scraping off years (at least I
hope it was years) worth of gum stuck to the bottoms of
our pews. And, sad to say, there was gum under every pew
in the sanctuary. Roger and Duane climbed tall ladders to
get to the tops of our very tall windows. Cecil washed all
the inside windows in every room. Pastor Burt was holding
the ladder to make sure Roger was feeling secure as he
reached up with a squeegee. Our next semi-annual cleaning (open to the entire congregation) will most likely be in
May 2018.
Starting in October, Trustees will be meeting on a new
night – the second Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m.
In November, Stewardship Sunday will the 12th. As we
approach that day, please prayerfully consider your part in
our mission. Please consider making the time to roll up
your sleeves and dust a pew, teach a child, join a committee (Trustees have 3 open positions for 2018), greet visitors, give hugs, hand out bulletins, serve a meal, sew a
quilt, donate one of your creations, adopt a mortgage

payment, pay our staff, or pay a bill.
The Trustees will be budgeting for 2018 in December. We
will ask for volunteers to audit our records in January, before the annual meeting.
Thank you to the volunteers who keep our church building
functioning and clean. Thank you to the volunteers who
manned the office and answered the phones this past Summer. I would like to say a special THANK YOU to Lori
Jurek and Carrie Fisher. Thank you for choosing to keep
the business of our church running smoothly this summer.
I know it was stressful but you were the “Calm in the
Storm”. And now you are making sure that there’s a successful transition to our new Administrative Assistant, Kim
Kramer. How wonderful and dedicated is that? Roberts
UCC is so blessed by your service ladies.
I hope that this congregation is starting to feel the excitement of change and a sense of renewal for Roberts UCC. I
am seeing a lot of smiling faces on Sundays and it is contagious!
Dianne Loewel
Chairperson, Trustees

Stewardship season is here!
While we might think of this as the annual ask for money to meet our budget, it
really is so much more than that.






Stewardship is simply the act of caring for a valued resource. As a church, we have
a lot to care for –
 Amazing ministries in our community and around the world.
 Caring and loving relationships that reach across generations, disabilities, education and economic levels. They are precious and valuable bonds.
Traditions that honor our history and gather the community.
Opportunities to deepen our personal and congregational faith through worship and Bible study to create a strong future for all
generations.
Applying the skills and talents God gave us to strengthen our church life.
And of course, sharing the monetary resources we are blessed with.

As we enter this season of stewardship, please consider prayerfully how you can be a steward of Roberts UCC in 2017. How can
you share your time, talent and resources to best care for all of the wonderful resources we enjoy together? What is God calling you
to do and contribute in the year ahead?
In October, stewardship materials will be mailed to members. As in past years, we are seeking 100% response so we know everyone
had the chance to consider their 2018 giving. Please watch for these materials and return them for the blessing and gift exchange on
November 12. Our stewardship team will follow up with those who do not respond to assure a full opportunity for participation.
As you consider what to give to the ministry of Roberts UCC, we also invite you to consider HOW you give. There are many options along with the traditional Sunday morning offering plate:
 Electronic Giving –Authorization forms are available on the table near the sanctuary entrance.
 Auto Pay – many banks offer the convenience of regular payment through your bank account.
 Visit the Giving page on our website to learn about ways to support RUCC through your daily activities! www.robertsucc.org
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Chili/Chicken Soup
Luncheon
Friday, October 20, 2017
11:00am – 1:00pm
425 Davis Street
Hammond, WI
Chili with all the fixings or Chicken
Noodle Soup, French Bread, and bars.
Baked Goods, Crafts and Memorial Love
Lights for sale

$6.00 All You Can
Eat

Sponsored by American Heritage Auxiliary
Proceeds go to improving the quality of life
for the resident of American Heritage Care
Center
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MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
September 7, 2017
PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety, they can be
found in the Church Council binder located in the church office.
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mandy Clay, Carrie Fisher, Dianne Loewel, Duane Loewel, Lori Jurek (Moderator), and Pastor Burt D. Williams.
Business Discussions
Shades of Autumn Celebration Raffle and event tickets are now available for purchase. Dinner will be partially catered by Ruth Hurtgen. She will provide baked chicken and potatoes. RUCC will provide vegetables
and dinner rolls. Cranberry salad, cakes, coffee and financial support will be solicited. Additional planning
meeting will be scheduled to put final plans into place.
Park-It Market Final date for the summer is scheduled for September 13. Plans will be made to discuss what,
if any, changes or improvements could be made should we decide to host Park-It Markets next summer.
Disaster Response Pastor Burt sought our input regarding the congregation’s level of involvement in such matters. Rev. Chris Myers from First Congregational UCC in River Falls has invited our church to participate in
efforts to send work teams & supplies to the area. Pastor Burt will let Chris know that we would like to be kept
in the planning loop since this type of service opportunity is something we have not been able to offer our members in the past.
Reports
Christian Ed (Mandy) The CE team recently held Vacation Bible School. Fourteen kids, seven adults and a
kitchen crew participated each night. Feedback was very positive and everyone had lots of fun.
Sunday School kick-off will be on September 10. For now, classes will continue to be held during worship service. This will be re-evaluated at the end of December.
Deacons (Duane) We have a new pastor! The welcome team has plans to schedule some small group gatherings in the coming months to offer Pastor Burt and members an opportunity to get to know each other better.
ABCs of Faith will resume meeting on Sunday mornings, at the church, starting at 8am.
Stewardship Sunday has been scheduled for November 12.
The Nominating Committee has been reaching out to individuals in hopes of filling out the leadership for
2018.
S.H.I.F.T! (Lori) The next Grace Place dinner service will be on October 19 at 5:30pm.
Treasurer (Carrie) August numbers were not yet available. The Adopt-a-Mortgage appeal resulted in current
pledges of $15000 for 2017 and another $1000 for 2018. The bank was reportedly happy with this progress.
We’ll continue to encourage commitments to this fund in conjunction with the fall Stewardship Campaign.
Additional proceeds for the auction are coming in. Profits should end up being right around $8000.
Trustees (Diane) A clean-up date has been scheduled for Saturday morning, September 9, at 9am. The goal is
to get windows washed and pews dusted. Carrie will send out a mail-chimp to remind members of this and other
upcoming dates.
Women’s Fellowship A decision was made to NOT hold a community dinner on the first Thursday of October
as they’d previously considered.
They will be hosting a Lions’ Club chicken dinner at the church on October 26.
Pastor’s Report (Pastor Burt) Pastor Burt’s preferred email address is ruccpastor@gmail.com. His cell phone
is (563) 387-7093. His normal protocol is to answer this line from 8am to 9pm daily when possible. For emergency calls at other times, please leave a message. He will check voicemail. His preferred days off each week
are Friday and Saturday.
Pastor Burt indicated that he’d like to get an Installation Sunday scheduled. He will be meeting with the NW
Association on September 14 and will see what date will also work for them.
The Deacons and Pastor Burt will be working to set up a Pastor Parish Relations Committee.
Next Meeting: Thursday, October 5 at 6:00pm. Duane volunteered to lead Devotions.

Page 5

Volunteer Opportunity!
Please make plans
to join us!
Saturday, October 21
Eagan MN
9:00 – 11:00 AM
Carpool from church, leaving @ 8:00 AM
We have ten spots to fill for our next session at Feed My
Starving Children. This is a great opportunity to help feed
God’s hungry children around the world.
There aren’t many service opportunities where adults and
children can work side-by-side. However, at FMSC, children as
young as six years old are encouraged and welcome to
participate. This work really touches the hearts of our young
people who have served.
Please sign up on the clipboard at church or contact Jo
Fenstermaker (612-437-7890 or fenstermakerjo@gmail.com).

ABC’s of Faith
Join us on Sunday mornings at
8:45am. The group meets in either the
nursery or conference room depending
on what else is happening that day!
We are currently discussing Jen Sincero's You are a Badass How
to stop doubting your greatness and start living an awesome life.
From the publisher -This refreshingly blunt #1 NY Times bestselling how-to guide
serves up 27 bite-sized chapters full of hilariously inspiring stories,
transformational insights, easy exercises and the occasional swear
word.
The book takes you on a wild joy ride to your own transformation
and helps you create the money, relationships, careers and general
all around awesomeness you so desire.

GINORMOUS COMMUNITY
PACKING PARTY
November 5th, 2017
Hosted at: Roberts Congregational UCC
1001 Birch Drive Roberts, WI
Chili Cook-off/Potluck: 11:30 am
Packing Party: 12:15 pm
ALL ARE WELCOME!!!
Older Boy Items:
Tools: Hammers, screwdrivers, pliers,
tape measures, nails & screws; flashlights,
soccer balls & pumps, and underwear.
Older Girl Items:
Kitchen Items: measuring cups & spoons,
mixing spoons, potholders, aprons,; clothes
pins & line, and underwear.
Also Needed: pens, scissors, solar
calculators, colored pencils, rulers, and
coloring books.

A NOVEL GROUP
Please join us for our newly
named monthly book club! The
group normally meets the
fourth Thursday of the month at
6 pm in the front gathering area of the church.
Our October book selection is Just Beyond
the Clouds by Karen Kingsbury.
“Widower Cody Gunner can't bear the
thought of losing his brother, too. He wants
Carl home, where he'll be safe---not on his
own in a heartless world. But Carl's teacher,
Elle, is fighting for the young man's independence. Will Cody overrule this woman
who wants to help him trust---and love--again?”

Participants are encouraged to come when they can. Missing a
week doesn’t prevent you from joining the conversation!

Our November selection will be This Side of
Heaven also by Karen Kingsbury and a continuation of the Cody Gunner series.

Upcoming discussion schedule:
October 1: Part 2
October 8: Part 3
October 15: Part 4
October 22: Part 5

If you would like to order a copy of either
book, please contact Rachel Ackley by
October 2nd. Cost for the books is $6 and $9
respectively.
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Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers September 2017 –
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements, are in a binder in the church office if anyone is interested in
more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of August 31, 2017
Income/contributions
$ 13,191.48
Adopt A Mortgage
$
487.50
Fundraising
$ 7,422.52
Facility Use Fee
$
140.00
Interest
$
.00
Total Income
$ 21,241.50
Expenses
($ 9,666.63)
Transfers
400.00
Net Income
$ 11,974.87

YTD
$112,025.29
$ 5,110.50
$ 9,467.45
$
140.00
$
3.38
$126,746.62
($105,650.79
4,494.10
$ 25,589.93

Assets and Liabilities
General Account Balances August 31, 2017:
Checking
$11,783.10
Savings
$ 113.72
SCRIP Assets
$ 1,733.25
Total General Acct Assets
$13,630.07

Loans:
Mortgage Balance
Member Loans Balance

Total Current Assets (all accts)
Total Fixed Assets
Total Assets

$ 52,627.33
$1,874,642.28
$1,927,269.61

($832,170.12)
($150,000.00)
Total Long Term Liabilities:
Total Current Liabilities:
Total Liabilities:

Total Equity:
Current Scrip Report September, 2017:
Checking Account Balance =
$1,089.88
Inventory Balance =
$ 1,125.00
Total SCRIP Assets =
$2,214.88
SCRIP September profit =
SCRIP Year to date profit =

$ 124.90
$577.91

($ 982,571.78)
($
401.66)
($ 982,571.78)

$944,697.83

Adopt-A-Mortgage Update: Goal

$25,000

Pledged for 2017 $15,875.00
Pledged for 2018 $ 3,075.00
Total Pledged to date:
$18,950.00
Paid through 8/31/17

$ 5,110.50

The Park-It Market season has come to an end. Thank you to
everyone who helped make this event a success!
Here is an update:
Park-It Market Summary June – Sept 2017
Vendor Income total = $450
Concessions total = $661 (T.H.U.G Life = $209; Changing Table = $185; CE Mission = $100; OCC = $170)
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St. Croix Area
CROP Hunger Walk
Hosted: Zion Lutheran Church
Woodville, WI
October 8th- 2pm
Hunger Facts:
 HUNGER kills more people every year than AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis combined.
 1 out of 6 children – roughly 100 million – in developing countries is underweight.
 66 Million primary school-age children attend classes hungry across the world.
 75 Million people worldwide do not have enough food to lead a healthy, active life.

25% of all funds raised at our area CROP Walk comes back
to our own food pantry!
If you are interested in being a walker or donating please contact Megan Frye
at 715-441-6501 or meganocc@gmail.com.
Open House
100th Birthday
Celebration for
Lois Hall
Saturday, October 21
11:00am—3:00pm
Warren Town Hall
720 112th Street, Roberts WI
Come enjoy food and fellowship as
we help Lois celebrate. (Please, no
gifts, per Lois’ request.)
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FALL RUMMAGE SALE
THANK YOU
A BIG thank you to everyone who helped make our
fall rummage sale a success. Our sales may have
been down but the contributions were way up. We
took in $500.00 before expenses which will go towards Missions.
A special thanks to all our faithful workers throughout the week. Lenore Pechuman, Sharon Johnson,
Donna Ray, Marge Wolske and Judy Snoeyenbos.
A special thanks to Bill Snoeyenbos for helping
with the set up and clean up
and to both Bill and Earl
Pechuman for delivering the
leftovers to the New Richmond Goodwill.
See you in the Spring!!!!

Roberts UCC Prayer List
Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.
Vi Dull

Marge Wolske

Marilyn Hayes

Karen Loenser

Doug Logas

Jackie Hunter

Marge Johnson

Charlie Logas

Jean Foster

Jane Getzie

Trenton Becker

*

Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement

*

At American Heritage Assisted Living, Hammond: Walt & Donna Lamson

*

At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink

*

Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list.
Our prayers are with the families of Nancy Rouch and Carol Lindquist
who entered Life Triumphant in September.

Celebrating October Birthdays
1

Wanda Hopkins

4

Steve Nelson
Kim Kramer

5

Jerry Mueller

9

Charlie Grupe
Kate Kapaun

10 Gordon Gallati
11 Dennis Thorsen
Lydia Weiss

21 Lois Hall
Carrie Fisher
Allyson Nelson

Celebrating October
Anniversaries
3

Terry & Carol Dull

22 Brent Ackley
24 David Ray
Donna Ray

10

Brent & Rachel Ackley

14

Jeff & Barbara Haas

24

Brett & Dawn Budrow

26 Darrell Nelson
29 Sheryl Budrow
Kamaria Stone

27

David & Donna Ray

30 Laura Hahr

14 Camille Budrow
Bentley Muller
15 Hayley Henley

Please contact the church office if we have missed
your birthday, anniversary, or have any corrections to update.

Page 9

October 2017
Sun

Mon

1

2

10am Worship with Holy
Communion

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

3

4

5

6:30pm Deacons

6:30pm Bell Choir
practice

3pm Women’s Fellowship
6pm Council

Sat

6

7

13

14

Pastor Burt out of office
8

10

11

12

10am Worship with
6:30PM SHIFT
Special Music by Bell
Choir
SCRIP Orders Due
CROP Walk @ Woodville

9

6pm Trustees

6:30pm Bell Choir
practice

5:30pm CE mtg

15

17

18

19

20

21

6:30pm Bell Choir
practice

5:30pm SHIFT @ Grace
Place

Newsletter
deadline

9am-11am Feed My
Starving Children
Packing Session

25

26

27

28

6:30pm Bell Choir
practice

6pm A Novel Group
7pm Lion’s Club Dinner

16

10am Worship

22

23

24

10am Worship
SCRIP Orders Due

29

30

2pm-7pm Shades of
Autumn Celebration

31

10am Worship

Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays
Wednesdays
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9:00-11:30 am

6:30-8:00 pm

Coming up in November:
Nov. 5 Operation Christmas Child Packing Party
Nov. 11 9am-2pm –Operation Christmas Child Craft
Fundraiser

