Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

November 2017
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Your Presence Is Requested…
On November the 19th of the year 2017 at 3:30 pm, the
congregation of Roberts Congregational United Church of
Christ, the Northwest Association of the Wisconsin
Conference United Church of Christ, and Reverend Burt
Williams will be covenanting in the Holy Bonds of Ministry
during the Service of Installation for Pastor Burt here at
Roberts Congregational UCC. The service will be followed
by a fellowship dinner in honor of the event. We ask that you
make every effort to be here if at all possible.
What is a Service of Installation and why is it so important? Much like a wedding, it is a
ceremony of covenant whereby a pastor, a congregation, and the greater church make vows to
one another before God to walk with and support one another in the ministry Christ Jesus has
called us to. This is not to be taken lightly. These vows are the bond which helps us through
the hard times and reminds us that we are a gift to one another. This life of ministry we come
together to journey on is like a marriage in many ways. All parties involved have a
responsibility to love and care for one another in good times and bad. These are vows taken
before and with God to carry out the mission of Christ to the world as best we are able. This
solemn ceremony also reminds us that ministry is not only the responsibility of the pastor or
the congregation, but also the wider church body to which we claim membership.
Come join us as we celebrate the ministry and life we as the congregation of Roberts
Congregational UCC and Pastor Burt and his family join together in with the wider body, the
Northwest Association of the Wisconsin Conference UCC, in the name of Jesus the Christ.

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org

As I sit here reflecting on Thanksgivings past, I am recalling all of the years of family, food and
celebration. Thanksgiving growing up was always an interesting holiday. As it always falls in the
middle of Deer Season in Wisconsin, our traditions were not at all like what the TV family shows
and movies. We had the family. We had the food. We had the celebration. It just wasn’t the way
the Brady Bunch would have done it. The day started off with getting up at 4:30 am and getting all dressed up in our
bright orange hunting gear. What came next was one of my fondest memories of the times…walking out the door,
too warm from getting all the cold weather gear on, and taking in that first breath of cold winter air. It was
invigorating and welcomed every year.
We then made the 17 mile drive out to my grandparents to meet with all the hunters. When we arrived, we
would enter Grandma’s house with the smells of fresh eggs, pancakes, coffee, homemade maple syrup, and of course
bacon. The house was bustling with noise and excitement while Grandma made sure each person was greeted with a
“Good Morning” and a smile. Jokes and laughter were shared and then the gathering moved outdoors as we planned
the morning hunt. Off we’d go to trudge through the woods in search of our prize bucks and does. In the woods
there were many rules on how things should be done for our own safety and the best hunt possible. The biggest rule
of them was, “What happens out in the woods was for us hunters alone.” It was not to be spoken of unless it in some
way was a funny story that was “ok” for the others to know. How did you know what to share? If it drew us closer
together and built the group up, it was ok to share.
At noon we would return (often without having bagged one deer). The table would be a spread of great feast of
all sorts of home cooked foods…stuffing, turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, homemade bread and jelly, pickles, and of
course pies and cakes. There was enough to feed an army (or at least double the size of the hunting party). More
jokes and stories were shared. Many thanks were raised to Grandma for feeding us all as we headed back outside for
the second half of the hunt.
As the sun set, we returned once again to have more of the feast we started earlier in the day. We would sit
around and talk about what might happen the next day. The long trek home followed. Once we were home, it was
off to bed in order to get rested up for the next day’s hunt.
So what does all of this have to do with Thanksgiving? It wasn’t like we all sat down with a tradition of raising
up what we were most thankful for. There were no long prayers before the meal. We didn’t even get into our
Sunday best sharing in picture perfect memories. The reason I bring all of this up is to get all of you thinking of this
holiday in a very different light…that of the Liturgical year and the work we do as “Church.”
First off, the Liturgical Church Year starts with the first Sunday of Advent and ends with the week of Reign of
Christ Sunday (Exactly five Sundays before Christmas). Therefore Thanksgiving is the Holiday preceding the end of
our Liturgical year. Thanksgiving in itself is not a “Christian” holiday, but is a great way to end and begin our
Liturgical year…in moments of thankfulness for the year of ministry we have had and to prepare for the year to come
in hope based on the blessings of ministry we are so thankful for.
So as we head into the close of this Christian year, here is what my memories of Thanksgivings past have helped
teach me. Preparedness for the hunt (ministry) is always necessary. Getting the ministry tools you’ve been blessed
with together and honed to the best of your ability will always help in your success. Before you head out, breathe!
Take a deep breath of God’s invigorating Spirit so you will be awake and alert for the journey. Sometimes you have
to journey to the best spot for the ministry you are called to. You are not alone in ministry. Gather in fellowship
with those who will help you in the field. Remember to greet and smile at everyone you meet…especially those
whom you are serving! Don’t forget to have fun and take in nourishment along the way. Communicate with those
you are in ministry with so the accidents and trials will be minimal. Ministry is hard work; tempers can flare and
feelings can be hurt easily when we are all working so hard. Things will happen along the way that are better left
unspoken of later. Only speak of those things that will bolster the group for better ministry. Evaluate along the way.
It is good to gather together and plan for next steps based on what has happened so far. At the end, remember to
celebrate what has happened and get rested up for the next ministry you are called to. Above all else, reflect on the
ministry you have been a part of and before you turn the page give thanks to God for the blessings you have received
and the opportunity to have been a part of this experience. Now go and get ready for the season ahead!
Peace,
Pastor Burt
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Featured Article: Christian Education
Greetings from the Christian Ed. Board!
We have had another excellent start to the Sunday
School year. Thank you to the individuals who have
stepped in to teach Sunday School. The children have
truly enjoyed having the fresh energy you all bring!
In September, we learned about Jonah and David &
Goliath. In October, we learned about Noah, the
golden calf, Zaccheus and the greatest commandment
of all, Love Thy Neighbor. In November, we will
learn about the Battle of Jericho, the Parable of Talents and the Reign of Christ. In December, we will
focus on the wonderful story of Christmas and have
our pageant on December 17th during service. More
details are listed below…
We have some fun and exciting events coming up. If
you are interested in helping us out in any way, please
let us know!

congregation to bring much-needed items for our food
shelf patrons, a different set of items for each Sunday
of Advent. We will touch base with the Food Pantry
to be sure that the tentative list we create falls in line
with their needs. We will notify the congregation of
further details as the Advent seasons draws nearer.

Christmas Program: Please mark your calendars
and invite your family/friends to join us on Sunday,
December 17th at 10 a.m. for our Christmas program.
We will have rehearsal on Saturday, December 16th
from 10 a.m.– 1 p.m. PARENTS: Feel free to drop
off your kiddos and have some free time to wrap up
any Christmas shopping or errands you need to run
during the busy holiday season! We will take excellent care of the kiddos while we learn our lines, practice songs, hand out costumes, etc. Once we are all
comfortable with where we’re at, we will enjoy a
Stewardship Sunday, November 12th: The Sun- pizza lunch together and then decorate cookies. It will
day School children will perform one of their favorite be loads of fun!
songs, “Big House”. We will practice this song dur- Thank you for the continued support of our church’s
ing Sunday School on Oct. 29th.
youth!
Gifts for Jesus (throughout the Advent season):
This year, we are going to change things up a bit.
Best regards,
Pastor Burt had a great idea to challenge the whole
The Christian Education Board

Cottage Meetings
Our Cottage Meetings are about to begin. It will be an opportunity for all of us to get to know one another and discuss who we are as a congregation, the ministry we do, as well as our hopes and dreams for the future. The dates and
times for the meetings are listed below. Please call the office during the week, or see a Deacon on Sunday mornings, to
sign up for a meeting.
November 5, 6:30pm our host will be Wanda Hopkins (6-10 people)
November 10, 1:30pm our host will be Nancy Kirouac (8 people)
November 14 at 7:00pm our host will be Brett and Dawn Budrow (10-15 people)
November16 at 1:30pm our host will Doug and Audrey Ackley (8 people)
November 28 at 6:30pm our host will be Meghan Ament (10-12 people)
A couple of questions to think about before the meeting you attend:
Starting with Fall name the BIG dates on Roberts UCC’s Calendar? What are the particular traditions
associated with each one? Which is your favorite?
What does a Pastor do? Make a list of tasks you think a pastor performs. If you were pastor, how
would you structure your day?
What is your favorite ministry/mission to be a part of/support? What ministry/mission would you like
to be a part of that is not currently done at Roberts UCC?
Look forward to seeing you all there,
Pastor Burt
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MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
October 5, 2017
PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety, they can be
found in the Church Council binder located in the church office.
MEMBERS PRESENT: Lori Jurek (moderator), Lenore Pechuman, Mandy Clay, Carrie Fisher, Duane Loewel and
Cheryl Lindquist
Meeting was called to order by Lori Jurek at 6:03 pm.
Devotions/opening prayer - lead by Duane Loewel “Do Christians Know How to Party!”
Minutes: August not available. September minutes were reviewed. Motion by Duane to approve as written, second by
Mandy. Motion approved.
Business
Shades of Autumn Update: A meeting has been scheduled for October 11 at 5:45pm. This will be a final check-in to
address any loose ends and make sure we have everything covered. Church members are encouraged to buy their tickets!
Reports
Christian Education (Mandy): Sunday School curriculum is set through the end of November. Michele and Ashley
agreed to stay on the board for another year. The survey regarding Sunday School only had a few responses.
Deacons (Duane): Stewardship (Carrie) November 12th is Stewardship Sunday. Letters going out in mail. The three
Sundays prior to the 12th there will be an insert in the bulletin about Stewardship Sunday. Nominating committee is
ramping up.
Instillation Sunday for Pastor Burt will be held Sunday, November 19th in the afternoon with a meal to follow. Piano
players: putting feelers out for piano/organ help. Inclimate weather discussed and when and how to communicate with
congregation. Starting to set up Cottage Meetings. Forming a Pastor-Parish Relations committee.
S.H.I.F.T! (Lori): Next meeting is on Monday, October 9th. October 18th serving meal at Grace Place. Silent Auction
for Shades of Autumn celebration finalized.
Treasure (Carrie): Total General Account Asset Balances as of August 31, 2017 $13,630.07. Budget is on track for
the fall. Adopt-a-mortgage brought in about $19,000.
Trustees (Carrie): Meeting is set for 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm. The group that rents kitchen space is going
well. There is now an ashtray outside on the southwest side of the building. Eric and Pastor Burt will be talking about
computers and backups. Continued talk about all that help Pastor Del helped out in the interim.
Women’s Fellowship (Lenore) : Donating a basket for the Shades of Autumn silent auction. Hosting the Roberts’
Lion’s Club supper on October 26th. Donated $1500 to missions.
Pastor’s Report (Written report submitted by Pr. Burt): First month has been setting up his office and familiarizing
self with the church and office function. In September did 3 visits and meet with leaders of Women’s Fellowship, Food
Pantry and OCC. The first American Heritage worship service. Conducted first funeral. Upcoming Dates: Shades of
Autumn, Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Packing party, OCC Craft Fundraiser, Stewardship Sunday, Installation
Sunday and First Sunday of Advent and Hanging of the Greens.
Next meeting: November 2nd at 6pm
November Devotions: Cheryl Lindquist
Duane moved to adjourn and Mandy 2nd motion passed.
Respectfully Submitted by Cheryl Lindquist, Church Clerk
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Join us for dinner!
Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship

November 2, 2017
4:30 PM—6:30 PM

GINORMOUS
COMMUNITY
PACKING PARTY
November 5th, 2017
Hosted at: Roberts Congregational UCC
1001 Birch Drive Roberts, WI
Chili Cook-off/Potluck: 11:30 am
Packing Party: 12:15 pm
ALL ARE WELCOME!!!
Older Boy Items:
Tools: Hammers, screwdrivers, pliers,
tape measures, nails & screws; flashlights,
soccer balls & pumps, and underwear.

Meatballs & Gravy
Mashed Potatoes
Corn and Cole Slaw
Desserts
Beverages
Adults $6.00 Children $3.00

Older Girl Items:
Kitchen Items: measuring cups & spoons,
mixing spoons, potholders, aprons,; clothes
pins & line, and underwear.
Also Needed: pens, scissors, solar
calculators, colored pencils, rulers, and
coloring books.

Take out meals available upon request.

ABC’s of Faith

A NOVEL GROUP

All are welcome to join this
monthly book club! We norJoin us on Saturday mornings, starting
mally meet the fourth ThursNovember 11th at 8:30am. The group
day of the month at 6 pm in
meets at The Hazelnut Tree Coffee
the front gathering area of the church. Due to
Shop in Baldwin
Thanksgiving, we will meet one week later,
on November 30th.
We are starting Church of the Small Things by Melanie Shankle.
Our November book selection is Just Beyond
Is my ordinary, everyday life actually significant? Is it okay to be ful- the Clouds by Karen Kingsbury.
filled by the simple acts of raising kids, working in an office, and
“Widower Cody Gunner can't bear the
cooking chicken for dinner?
thought of losing his brother, too. He wants
Carl home, where he'll be safe---not on his
Melanie Shankle, New York Times bestselling author and writer at
own in a heartless world. But Carl's teacher,
The Big Mama Blog tackles these questions head on in her fourth
Elle, is fighting for the young man's indebook, Church of the Small Things. Easygoing and relatable, she
pendence. Will Cody overrule this woman
speaks directly to the heart of women of all ages who are longing to
who wants to help him trust---and love--find significance and meaning in the normal, sometimes mundane
world of driving carpool to soccer practice, attending class on their
again?”
college campus, cooking meals for their family, or taking care of a
Our December selection will be This Side of
sick loved one.
Heaven also by Karen Kingsbury and a conParticipants are encouraged to come when they can. Missing a week tinuation of the Cody Gunner series.
doesn’t prevent you from joining the conversation! Please contact If you have any questions, please contact
Rachel Ackley at 715-338-5472 with any questions.
Rachel Ackley at 715-338-5472.
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Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers October 2017 –
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church office if anyone is interested in
more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of September 30, 2017
Income/contributions
$ 12,543.68
Adopt A Mortgage
$ 7,396.00
Fundraising
$
794.50
Facility Use Fee
$
0.00
Interest
$
0.00
Total Income
$ 20,734.18
Expenses
($ 11,558.32)
Transfers
0.00
Net Income
$ 9,175.86

YTD
$124,568.97
$ 12,506.50
$ 10,261.95
$
140.00
$
3.38
$147,480.80
($117,209.11)
4,494.10
$ 34,765.79

Assets and Liabilities
General Account Balances September 30, 2017:
Checking
$ 4,134.95
Savings
$10,113.72
SCRIP Assets
$ 1,733.25
Total General Acct Assets
$15,981.92

Loans:
Mortgage Balance
Member Loans Balance

Total Current Assets (all accts)
Total Fixed Assets
Total Assets

$ 54,979.18
$1,874,642.28
$1,929,621.46

Total Long Term Liabilities:
Total Current Liabilities:
Total Liabilities:

($ 975,170.12)
($
1,115.10)
($ 976,285.22)

($825,170.12)
($150,000.00)

Total Equity:

Adopt-A-Mortgage Update: Goal

Current Scrip Report AUGUST, 2017:
Checking Account Balance =
$1,089.88
Inventory Balance =
$ 1,125.00
Total SCRIP Assets =
$2,214.88
SCRIP July profit =
SCRIP Year to date profit =

$953,336.24

$ 124.90
$ 577.91

$25,000

Pledged for 2017
Pledged for 2018
Total Pledged to date:

$15,875.00
$ 3,075.00
$18,950.00

Paid through 9/30/17

$12,506.50

You are invited to the Stewardship Gift Exchange on
Sunday November 12, 2017
Stewardship materials have been mailed.
Please prayerfully consider your resources for 2018.
Complete your green pledge card and bring it Nov 12.
In exchange for your pledge, you will receive a gift, too.
Our goal is to assure everyone has an opportunity to participate:




If you did not receive a mailing and would like to participate, packets are available on the table outside the sanctuary.
If you have an address change, please note that on your green pledge form.
If you are unable to make a formal commitment at this time, please note that on your form. You will still get a gift in exchange for your pledge form just for responding.
 Consider electronic giving for convenience.
Thank-you for sharing your gifts!
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It’s time to start thinking about decorating for the Christmas Season!
Poinsettias can be order “In honor of” or “In memory of” your loved ones.
Please fill out the information below and place your order in the basket at the back of the church.
Deadline for ordering is Thursday, December 9th
Please see Megan Frye if you have any questions.
______ I would like to purchase individual plants (red) $9.00 each
______ I would like my donation to go towards purchasing larger plants
for the sanctuary
Quantity Desired

Total Cost

______________

__________

Given by: __________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

New Richmond Community
Thanksgiving Dinner
Thursday November 23, 2017 at
1:00 PM
Immaculate Conception Church
151 S. Washington Ave., New Richmond

Everyone is welcome! There is no
charge!
Please call for reservations by Tuesday, Nov. 21
Ronda Bierbrauer at 715-246-2086 or Immaculate
Conception Church at 715-246-4652
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Got Inspiration??
Monthly Photo Contest coordinated by SHIFT!
The rules stay the same, but the theme changes
monthly!

November: Bountiful Harvest
Photos due by the 10th of each month.
Contest rules:
1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net
2. Include what it was about the photo that you found inspiring
3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person
4. SHIFT! Reserves the right to add age categories based on participation
5. Contest open to both members and friends of Roberts UCC

Other information:
1. Photos will be presented on the church Facebook page & Website
2. Winning photos will be printed and displayed at church
3. Photos may also be used in the PowerPoint during worship
4. Winning photos may be sold at church as an art auction fundraiser
5. Further questions? Contact: Lori Jurek, Rachel Ackley or Sonya Jansma
On behalf of the entire
planning team, a huge
thank you to all who answered the call to support
RUCC’s Shades of Autumn Celebration. We
sincerely appreciate the
generosity of our members and friends. Donations of salads, cakes, and coffee allow us to
control our meal expenses. Monetary donaAvailable Soon! 2018 Got tions, which continue to come in, offset the cost
of purchasing chicken and the entertainment
Inspiration? Photo
provided by SISTER. Additionally, our thanks
Calendars
to all those who donated silent auction items,
helped pre-sell raffle tickets, and donated their
Beautiful spiral-bound wall calendars featuring win- time to help before, during and after the event.

ning photos from SHIFT’s 2017 Got Inspiration?
monthly photo contest. Twelve frame worthy photos,
complete with inspirational Bible verses! Calendars
will be available for purchase on Sunday mornings or
through the church office. Just $15 each, consider
getting one for yourself and additional copies to give
as Christmas gifts! See Sonya Jansma or Lori Jurek
for more information.
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By any measure, the Shades of Autumn Celebration was a fantastic success! Early numbers
show a profit of over $5,300. More importantly,
the afternoon was filled with faith, love, laughter, amazing music, and meaningful fellowship
with one another!
With gratitude,
Lori Jurek

Roberts UCC Prayer List
Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.
Vi Dull

Marge Wolske

Marilyn Hayes

Karen Loenser

Jackie Hunter

Marge Johnson

Charlie Logas

Gail Schweitzer

Jean Foster

Jane Getzie

Trenton Becker

*

Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement

*

At American Heritage Assisted Living, Hammond: Walt & Donna Lamson

*

At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink

*

Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list.
.

Celebration of Life for Nancy Rouch
Celebrating November Birthdays

(Marlys McGaver’s daughter)

Sunday, November 5 2 -4PM
Joseph's Grill

2

Missy Gooding
Jean Lindus

9

Connie Cox

11 Jim Moenke
12 Ashley Stone
Brianna Rolling

26 Dawn Budrow

140 Wabasha St. South

Joe Schultz

St. Paul, MN

28 Tracy Ronnander
29 Megan Frye
30 Lori Jurek

14 Leroy Lindquist
17 Suzie Lange
18 Krysta Hoyer

Celebrating November
Anniversaries
24

Charles & Laura Logas

Please contact the church office if we have missed
your birthday, anniversary, or have any corrections to update.

Page 9

November 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

All Saints’ Day
6:30pm Bell Choir
practice

5

10am Worship with Holy
Communion
OCC Packing Party after
service
SCRIP Orders Due
6:30 pm Cottage Meeting
Wanda Hopkins

6

3pm Women’s Fellowship
4:30-6:30pm Community
Dinner
6pm Council
6pm Joyful Brass

8

9

10

6:30pm Bell Choir
practice

5:30pm CE

1:30 pm Cottage
Meeting Nancy Kirouac

9am-2pm OCC Craft
Fundraiser
8:30am ABC’s of Faith

15

16

17

18

24

25

13

14

6:30pm SHIFT

6pm Trustees
6:30 Bell Choir practice
6 pm Joyful Brass
7:00 pm Cottage Meeting
Dawn & Brett Budrow

1:30 pm Cottage Meeting
Doug & Audrey Ackley

19

20

21

23

22
Kim-Out of Office
6:30pm Bell Choir
practice
8am-1pm Blood Drive

Thanksgiving Day Church Kim-Out of Office
Office Closed

29

30

10am Worship
Installation Sunday
SCRIP Orders Due

Newsletter deadline

26

27

28

10am Worship

Kim-Out of Office

6:30 pm Cottage Meeting 6:30pm Bell Choir
Pete & Meghan Ament
practice

Food Pantry Hours:
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3:30pm Hand bell Choir
Copper Ring @
Gethsemane Lutheran
Church

6:30pm Deacons

10am Worship
Stewardship Sunday
Bell Choir

Wednesdays

Sat

4

7

12

Tuesdays & Thursdays

Fri

3

9:00-11:30 am

6:30-8:00 pm

6pm A Novel Group

Coming up in December:
Dec. 3 Hanging of the Greens
Dec. 16 Rehearsal for Christmas Program
Dec. 17 Sunday School Christmas Program

11

9 am—11 am Joyful
Brass

