Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

December 2017
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Mark Your Calendars!!
Sunday, December 17th
10:00am
Please mark your calendars and invite your family and
friends to join us for our annual Sunday School
Christmas Program!
This year’s play is “Christmas...What’s the Point?”
written by our very own Pastor Burt.
We will have rehearsal on Saturday, December 16th
from 10:00am-1:00pm.
We will take excellent care of the kids while we learn our
lines, practice songs, hand out costumes, etc. Once we
are all comfortable with where we’re at, we will enjoy a
pizza lunch and then decorate cookies together. It will be
loads of fun!

Christmas Eve Services
We will be holding three services Christmas Eve!
Sunday Morning Worship at 10am
Family Oriented Candlelight Service 4:30pm
Traditional Candlelight Service 11pm
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
– John 3:16
“It’s the most wonderful time of the year…” The Christmas season is by far one of the most
beloved and celebrated events of the year here in the United States. There is a cheerfulness
in the air and people’s hearts seem to be charged with the spirit of giving and caring like no other time. Oh,
the giving that happens at this time of year! Shopping, wrapping, baking, sweet treats hanging on the tree,
the music playing, all the decorations, lights, and did I mention shopping? Every year I am asked the same
question from my family, “What would you like for Christmas this year? Give me a list.” I am not sure
about all of you, but I am running out of room for more stuff. I struggle to find “reasonable” gifts to put on
the list that won’t break the bank of others. So as of late, I have been giving a lot of thought to the “why”
of our gift giving at Christmas.
The first gifts of Christmas were not at all like the gifts we give today…Gold, Frankincense, and
Myrrh. The closest these come to our giving today, might be cologne, perfume and gift cards. Beyond
that, these weren’t gifts that were given to us, but gifts given to the King of Kings. They were more like a
tribute than gifts. It isn’t like the toy blocks my son will receive this Christmas are in any way our paying
homage to him for his kingship in the house (even when at times it feels like he does rule the roost). When
you look at how the giving of gifts has progressed over the years, I think we may have lost sight of the
initial reasoning behind gift giving. The giving of Christmas gifts started long ago, but was so different
from today, that we may not even recognize it.
As I read through some of the traditions of giving gifts at Christmas, I found that some of the earliest
traditions had children leaving worn clothes, shoes, and blankets outside their bedroom doorways on
December the 6th where Saint Nicholas (a real historical individual) would come and pick them up. Then
on Christmas Eve, while everyone slept, these things would be returned mended and fixed. Later in
history, the same would be done with broken toys. Somewhere along the way, a piece of fruit or candy was
added for the really good children. If things were too tattered or broken to be fixed, a child might get a
“New” item to replace the “Old” one. I can only imagine the process over the years that has led us to
today’s gift giving and the need to have an abundance of brightly wrapped, “New,” store bought items
under the tree on Christmas morning. As with everything in this life, good and bad, it has been a long, slow
process to come to where we are today.
Now, we make long lists of non-essentials, wants and desires, and light up at the brightly colored ads of
the latest and greatest things, with great hopes of what will lay in wait for us on Christmas morning. I am
in no way shaming anyone. It is merely an observation of where our culture is today. Gift giving can be
very rewarding and a way of showing how much we love one another. As I think of what the meaning of
“Giving” is and why we do it (to show our appreciation for what we have received), I am reminded of the
true gift we received that very first Christmas…the Son of God. So this year as I struggle to make out my
Christmas list, I am going to ask people to do something a little different. Rather than giving me a gift of
more “stuff,” I am going to ask them to make a donation to their favorite charity. I do not want to know the
amount given. That is not the point. Just a gift back to world in order to say “Thank You” to God for all I
have received this year.
Christ came to give us the “Hope” of eternal life! If in some small way, we are able to give someone
else hope, I can think of no greater Christmas gift than that. As you make out your own Christmas lists, I
urge you to give the idea some thought. What would happen if even one person who is giving from each of
our Christmas lists chose to do this? How much love could be shared? How fitting a gift it would be to
pay homage to the King of Kings this year! May God bless all of you this Advent season with the gifts of
peace, hope, joy, and love as we celebrate the greatest gift we have ever been given, by a God that
continues to give us all we need!
Yours in the family of Christ,
Pastor Burt
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Featured Article: Church Moderator
Recently, someone asked me what role the moderator plays
in the life of our church. The question prompted me to conduct a bit of research so I could do a self-assessment of my
volunteer job performance over the past two years. According to my Google search, a moderator is:




a person who is in charge of a discussion and makes
sure that it is conducted in a fair and organized way
a person whose role is to act as a neutral participant
a variable that influences the strength of a relationship
between two other variables

A thesaurus search for synonyms and related words resulted in the following terms:





liaison
diplomatic
interventionist
ambassadorial

It also seemed like a very good idea to seek the pastor’s
input! When asked for a few thoughts on how he saw the
role of the moderator, Pastor Burt replied:






To help out with getting day-to-day tasks of the church
scheduled or taken care of (or contact those responsible
if I or the office are unaware of who handles a particular thing). Basically, my right hand for things that
need taking care of around the church.
Head up Council and keep track of what is happening
in the overall communications between our boards and
committees
Runs the Annual meeting as well as any other special
meetings

Armed with all this information, I look forward to continuing to serve in this role for 2018. Together, our members,
friends and leadership team accomplished amazing things
in 2017. These are such exciting times for the church and
Our church constitution says, “The moderator shall be the our community. I encourage each of you to find your voice,
share your spirit, and serve with joy as we live out our misrepresentative lay leader of the church. The moderator
shall strive to have knowledge of all of the church’s activi- sion to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by
love, and cultivate hope!
ties and will serve as a coordinator between the major
boards of the church as chairman of the Church Council.”

Church Moderator, Lori Jurek

Save The Date!!
2017 Annual Meeting
OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

OF

CHRIST

ON

Sunday, January 21, 2018

Immediately following worship.
Upon adjournment, we’ll move into the
Fellowship Hall for a Potluck Meal.
Notice: All year-end reports must be submitted to Kim, ruccsecretary@gmail.com by
December 27!!
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MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
November 2, 2017
PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the minutes. To read the minutes in their
entirety, they can be found in the Church Council binder located in the church office.
MEMBERS PRESENT: Lori Jurek (moderator), Lenore Pechuman, Mandy Clay, Duane Loewel, Dianne Loewel,
Cheryl Lindquist & Pastor Burt Williams
Meeting was called order by Lori Jurek at 6:03pm.
Devotions - lead by Cheryl Lindquist “Catch Your Breath” Exodus 23:12
Minutes: August minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Lenore and seconded by Diane. Motion approved. October minutes reviewed and a motion was made by Mandy and seconded by Duane. Motion approved.
Business
Shades of Autumn: Had a wrap up meeting last week. Profits from the event are around $5,300. Next year’s date
has been set, Saturday, October 13, 2018.
Stewardship Sunday: Boards are finalizing for their portion. Things to be included are who is doing outreach in the
name of the church. These are all ways that we, as a church, reach out to our community. This will be a celebratory service.
Installation Sunday: The service is all set. Carol Merriman, the Association Representative will be participating.
Joyful Brass will be playing. Meal is set. The installation service is a very important time in the life of our
church.
Directory/Records for 2018: Mass communication with congregation will be getting an improvement by changing
to using Gmail after the 1st of the year. Looking at updating the directory.
Reports
Women’s Fellowship (Lenore) Helped serve the Shades of Autumn and Lions dinner meeting. Next Lions dinner
March 22nd.
Christian Education (Mandy) Sunday School Christmas program will be December 17th. This will be the service
for that Sunday. A practice will be held December 16th from 10:00-1:00 with a pizza lunch to follow. They
will be decorating cookies for fellowship time after program on Sunday. Chili cook off and Operation Christmas Child will be Sunday, November 5th following worship. Next meeting is November 13th. Birthday presents for Jesus will have weekly themes for the gifts.
Deacons (Duane) Saturday, December 2nd will be putting up the tree. To start around 10:00 am. The hanging of
the green service will be held on December 3rd and the reason why we do this. Nominating Committee has
filled a few positions and have a few more to go. The Annual Meeting is set for Sunday, January 21st to follow
worship and potluck after. Watch for deadline information.
S.H.I.F.T! (Lori) The 12 winning photo winners from the first round of the contest are being made into a 2018 calendar.
Treasurer's: See Treasurer's’ Report
Trustees (Dianne) Lori has taken over taking care of the Family Fresh receipts. Some signage has been installed to
make areas of the church more visible. The Church sign by the road will be getting re-leveled. Duane installed motion sensor over the shed. Have started to work on the budget. If there are any requests, please get
them to the trustees.
Pastor Report (Burt) Lots of office time and looking forward to getting out into the community more. Preparing for
the Hanging of the greens. Looking at orientation for new members. Will be looking to council and boards to
see what all the church has to offer and things to do with time and talents. Has met with clergy groups and
have found some that would fit.
Other Business
Carpet will be laid in the hallway of the food pantry hall. Carpet has been donated and will be installed by that
person. Will be making a donation to him.
Next meeting: December 7th 6pm
December Devotions: Duane
Close meeting with our mission statement
Meeting Adjourned: Motion made by Duane and second by Dianne
Respectfully Submitted by
Cheryl Lindquist Church Clerk
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Join us for dinner!
Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship

December 7, 2017
4:30 PM—6:30 PM

Menu:
Scalloped Potatoes & Ham
Green Beans & Cole Slaw
Dinner Rolls
Assorted Desserts
Beverages
Adults $6.00 Children $3.00
Take out meals available upon request.

ABC’s of Faith

T.H.U.G Life Christmas
Once again this year, SHIFT will be coordinating the sponsorship of two area T.H.U.G
Life teens for Christmas. In addition to
assorted personal gifts, we have been asked
to provide Target or Wal-Mart cards for
clothing purchases and grocery cards to
enable the teens to purchase and prepare
familiar foods for their Christmas
meal. These cards will be purchased by
SHIFT
through
RUCC’s
Scrip
program.
Anyone who would like to
support this project is invited to make a
donation to the church (directed to
SHIFT). Contact Sonya Jansma or Lori
Jurek for further information.

A NOVEL GROUP

All are welcome to join
this monthly book club!
Join us on Saturday mornings at
We will meet December
8:30am. The group meets at The
28 at 6 pm in the front gathering area of the
Hazelnut Tree Coffee Shop in Baldwin. church.
We are reading Church of the Small
Our December book selection is This Side
Things by Melanie Shankle.
of Heaven by Karen Kingsbury.
Josh's life spirals into a tailspin after he's hit
by a drunk driver. He gets medical disability
but it's far short of the insurance settlement
that never seems to come. His mother Annie
Melanie Shankle, New York Times bestselling author and writer laments as she watches Josh drift along for
years, making one bad decision after anothat The Big Mama Blog tackles these questions head on in her
fourth book, Church of the Small Things. Easygoing and relata- er. Just when it looks like the insurance settlement will finally come, out of the blue a
ble, she speaks directly to the heart of women of all ages who
gold-digger claims her seven-year-old is
are longing to find significance and meaning in the normal,
sometimes mundane world of driving carpool to soccer practice, Josh's daughter. When the truth comes to
attending class on their college campus, cooking meals for their light, will Annie discover a treasure more
valuable than she could have expected?
family, or taking care of a sick loved one.
If you have any questions, please contact
Participants are encouraged to come when they can. Missing a Rachel Ackley at 715-338-5472. Copies of
week doesn’t prevent you from joining the conversation! Please the book are available in the church office.
contact Rachel Ackley at 715-338-5472 with any questions.
Is my ordinary, everyday life actually significant? Is it okay to
be fulfilled by the simple acts of raising kids, working in an office, and cooking chicken for dinner?

Page 5

Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers November 2017 –
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church office if anyone is interested in
more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of October 31, 2017
Income/contributions
$ 15,971.24
Adopt A Mortgage
$
148.00
Fundraising
$ 8,192.25
Facility Use Fee
$
80.00
Interest
$
1.73
Total Income
$ 24,393.22
Expenses
($ 24,026.36)
Transfers
3,415.91
Net Income
$ 3,782.77

YTD
$140,540.21
$ 12,654.50
$ 18,454.20
$
220.00
$
5.11
$171.874.02
($141,235.47)
7,415.91
$ 38,054.02

Assets and Liabilities
General Account Balances October 31, 2017:
Checking
$ 1,968.24
Savings
$15,113.82
SCRIP Assets
$ 1,733.25
Total General Acct Assets
$18,815.31

Loans:
Mortgage Balance
Member Loans Balance

Total Current Assets (all accts)
Total Fixed Assets
Total Assets

$ 59,220.25
$1,874,642.28
$1,933,862.53

($824,743.46)
($150,000.00)
Total Long Term Liabilities:
Total Current Liabilities:
Total Liabilities:

Total Equity:
Adopt-A-Mortgage Update: Goal

($ 974,743.46)
($
411.08
($ 975,154.54)

$958,707.99

$25,000

Pledged for 2017
Pledged for 2018
Total Pledged to date:

$15,875.00
$ 3,075.00
$18,950.00

Paid through 10/31/17

$12,654.50

SNOW DAYS!!
Just a reminder that if schools
are closed in the area (Roberts,
Baldwin, etc.) church activities
will most likely be cancelled that
day/evening. The Roberts Food Pantry will also be
closed. In case of bad weather, please call the
church office before venturing out.
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It’s time to start thinking about decorating for the Christmas Season!
Poinsettias can be order “In honor of” or “In memory of” your loved ones.
Please fill out the information below and place your order in the basket at the back of the church.
Deadline for ordering is Thursday, December 9th
Please see Megan Frye if you have any questions.
______ I would like to purchase individual plants (red) $9.00 each
______ I would like my donation to go towards purchasing larger plants
for the sanctuary
Quantity Desired

Total Cost

______________

__________

Given by: __________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Gifts for Jesus
The Sunday School children will
start collecting Gifts for Jesus on
December 3rd. This collection will
benefit our Roberts Food Pantry and
Grace Place. Each Sunday during Advent, we will
be asking for different items. The following list is
what the children will be collecting:
Dec. 3: General hygiene items (soaps, shampoo,
toothpaste/toothbrushes, etc.)
Dec. 10: Cleaning products (409, antibacterial
wipes, etc.)
Dec 17: Paper products (paper towels, toilet paper,
napkins, etc.)
Dec 24: Diapers (of all sizes) and wipes
Thank you for your donation!!
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Got Inspiration??
Monthly Photo Contest coordinated by SHIFT!
The rules stay the same, but the theme changes
monthly!

December: Silent Night
Photos due by the 10th of each month.
Contest rules:
1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net
2. Include what it was about the photo that you found inspiring
3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person
4. SHIFT! Reserves the right to add age categories based on participation
5. Contest open to both members and friends of Roberts UCC

Other information:
1. Photos will be presented on the church Facebook page & Website
2. Winning photos will be printed and displayed at church
3. Photos may also be used in the PowerPoint during worship
4. Winning photos may be sold at church as an art auction fundraiser
5. Further questions? Contact: Lori Jurek, Rachel Ackley or Sonya Jansma
Available
Soon!
2018 Got
Inspiration?
Photo
Calendars

Beautiful spiral-bound wall calendars featuring winning photos from SHIFT’s 2017
Got Inspiration? monthly photo contest.
Twelve frame worthy photos, complete
with inspirational Bible verses! Calendars
will be available for purchase on Sunday
mornings or through the church office.
Just $15 each, consider getting one for
yourself and additional copies to give as
Christmas gifts! See Sonya Jansma or
Lori Jurek for more information.
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What a fun and heartwarming morning we had on Saturday, Oct. 21 at Feed My Starving Children. Over 140
volunteers, 15 of which signed up through Roberts Congregational UCC, packed food for Haiti. The entire group
packed 232 boxes which equaled 50,112 meals or enough
for 138 children for one year. Awesome, totally
awesome!
Thank you to the Aments, Cecil Brighton, the Jureks, the
Hulbacks, Joyce Johnson, the Hansons and Amy Moshier.
You ALL made it happen!
The next volunteer opportunity will be Saturday, January
20, 2018.

Roberts UCC Prayer List
Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.
Vi Dull

Marge Wolske

Marilyn Hayes

Karen Loenser

Jackie Hunter

Marge Johnson

Charlie Logas

Gail Schweitzer

Jean Foster

Jane Getzie

Sara Rank

Donna Ray

*

Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement

*

At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink

*

Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list.
Our prayers are with the family of Trenton Becker who entered
Life Triumphant in November.

Celebrating December Birthdays

Celebrating December
Anniversaries

1

Carol Moenke

19 Shawn Vorwald

2

Tony Jurek

21 Grant Gooding

1

Terry & Carol McKinley

Justin Johnson

22 Jan Kuschel

2

Dan & Megan Frye

3

Bernie & Marlys McGaver

3

Cecil Brighton

Jeremy Bazille

Mandy Clay

Adam Nelson

Dan Frye

Luke Vorwold

4

Melanie Robelia

27 Adele Ament

5

Dianne Loewel

28 Don Graf

Nancee Hurlburt

29 Mike Kamm

7

Mike & Pamela Kamm
22 Jim & Carol Moenke
31 Dave & Roxie Hatch
Wayne & Donna Hadley

Trudy Hinkel

11 Kevin Kapaun
12 Keith Logas
Presley Dull
16 David Lindquist
Arden Hansen
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Please contact the church office if we have missed
your birthday, anniversary, or have any corrections to update.

December 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2
8:30am ABC’s of Faith

3 ADVENT 1

4

10am Worship w/Holy
Communion
Baptism
SCRIP Orders Due
Hanging of the Greens

5

6

7

6:30pm Deacons

6:30pm Bell Choir

3:00pm Women’s
Fellowship
4:30pm Community
Dinner
6:00pm Council

8

14

10 ADVENT 2

11

12

13

10am Worship
SCRIP Orders Due

6:00pm SHIFT Holiday
Party @ Lori Jurek’s
5:30pm CE

10am Worship at
Hammond Care Center
6:00pm Trustees

6:30pm Bell Choir

17 ADVENT 3

18

19

20

21

6:30pm Bell Choir
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

5:30pm SHIFT @
Grace Place

26

27

28

Kim Out of Office

Kim Out of Office

6:00pm A Novel Group

10am Worship with SS
Christmas Program
SCRIP Orders Due

24 ADVENT 4

25

10am, 4:30pm,
CHURCH OFFICE
11:00pm Christmas Eve CLOSED
Services

8:30am ABC’s of Faith

15

22

Wednesdays
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9:00-11:30 am

6:30-8:00 pm

23
8:30am ABC’s of Faith

29

ANNUAL
REPORTS DUE

Coming up in January:
Jan. 20-FMSC

Tuesdays & Thursdays

16
10:00am-1:00pm SS
Christmas Program
Rehearsal & Parent’s
Day Out
8:30am ABC’s of Faith

31

Food Pantry Hours:

9

Jan. 21-Annual Meeting
Jan. 22– Blood Drive

30
8:30am ABC’s of Faith

