Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

January 2018
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Save The Date!!
2017 Annual Meeting
OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

OF

CHRIST

ON

Sunday, January 21, 2018

Immediately following worship.
Upon adjournment, we’ll move into the
Fellowship Hall for a Potluck Meal.
Notice: All year-end reports should have been submitted to Kim,
ruccsecretary@gmail.com .

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org

Let Us Journey
“Let us journey on our way, and I will go alongside you.”
—Genesis 33:12
The above are Esau’s words to Jacob after they have been reunited. Esau has worked
through the wrongs done to him by Jacob and has come to a place of forgiveness in his heart. Yet, Jacob
cannot accept this; he is still wary that some sort of revenge will be sought. The guilt of his actions keeps
Jacob from journeying with Esau or even following his own promise to meet up with him when he can
catch up. Instead Jacob journeys alone with his family and livestock to Succoth and made his home there –
alone.
How often does this happen for us? How often do we choose to journey alone because of our fears and
assumptions about what others might think, do, or assume about us? How often do we rationalize away the
gift God is giving us in others because our own hearts are heavy with the guilt and assumptions about how
the world works? It is hard to give up independence, control, pride, and fear.
“We want to but…”
“We would if…”
To place our faith in the hands of God is very difficult. Especially when those hands might be our
neighbors, friends, people whom we do not always get along with or look up to. I mean who would trust
their life to an alcoholic, a liar, a homeless person, a hypocrite, a murderer, an adulterer, or any of a number
of other unsavory types. Yet, over and over again we hear the success stories of how God has moved in the
lives of people in just those positions and transformed them through the forgiving, healing, unfailing love
God has for all God’s created children. Even you and me!
The body of Christ is nothing if it is not a ragtag group of people who have been called to journey
together. Each of us with our own strengths and weaknesses. Each of us carrying the baggage of our lives
whether we want to or not. Can we trust each other enough to let another help us on the journey? Maybe
we begin with just having faith for a step or two, then let it become a moment or two, etc.
As we begin a new year with new resolutions and new beginnings, why not try something new in our
faith lives as well. Let’s open ourselves to the Spirit and allow the healing God has done in each of our
lives to show through a bit. Let it change our view of others and begin to see how things are NOT “the way
they have always been” – thank God! Instead, our journey together is one that continues year after year,
changing according to the needs and growth of us and those around us. Our days are not static – but alive
and full of new experiences! So is our God – always seeking out new ways to move in our lives; moving
along side us on our journeys!
The journeys may sometimes be slow and tedious and other times feel like a marathon that takes every
ounce of our strength and concentration to complete. Today we may walk beside someone carrying a bit of
their baggage to lessen their load and tomorrow we may need to trust someone to help us repack a bag the
bottom has fallen out of. Where ever you are on your journey trust the hand that reaches out to help. Have
faith that your God is there working in and through others, just as God works in and through you at various
times in your life.
We are about to embark on another glorious year in our journey as a church. May we make it one
which strengthens our bonds with one another as we share our lives, our faith, and our hearts for the work
God places before us!
Peace,
Pastor Burt
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Featured Article: Food Shelf
We just finished putting together the records
and turning in the numbers for the year. It is
amazing to think back to where the food shelf
began at least 30 years ago with one halfempty rickety set of shelves. The last Sunday
of the month was designated “Inasmuch Sunday”, and the people of UCC donated food to
be given out by the pastor or the secretary to
anyone who came looking for help. Within a
couple of years it evolved into a community
project and grew rapidly, several of our
volunteers are still serving regularly.

The high cost of rent and day care in St. Croix
County has made it so difficult for single parents and young families. We are also seeing
many senior citizens unable to stretch their
Social Security checks. We have gotten to
know them, hear their stories and struggles
and feel so blessed to be able to make a difference. Everyone of us agree that we have had a
new appreciation of our lives in contrast to the
reality of what so many others are experiencing every day.
Thank you for the continued support of the
food shelf!
Last year there were 543 family visits, provid- Best Regards,
ing food for 1,724. The average is 1 bag of
Roene Frederick
food per family member, also extra bags for
frozen and refrigerated items. That amounts to
over 60,000 lbs. distributed in the community.

Installation of 2018 Board/Committee
Members and Church
Officers
Dear friends,
Please join us in Worship on January 28th as we formally install all
2018 board members and church officers who will be serving the Lord.
These hard working and dedicated members have been called by God and chosen by the
people of God for leadership in the church.
This ministry is a blessing and a serious responsibility. It recognizes their special gifts and
calls them to work among us and for us.
In love, we thank them for accepting their obligation and challenge them to offer their best to
the Lord, to our church family, and to our ministry in the world.
Blessings and Peace,
Duane Loewel
Deacons Chairperson
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MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
December 7, 2017
PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety, they
can be found in the Church Council binder located in the church office.
Members Present: Lori Jurek (moderator), Mandy Clay, Duane Loewel, Dianne Loewel, Cheryl Lindquist &
Pastor Burt Williams
Meeting was called to order by Lori at 6:04 pm
Devotions: Duane
Minutes: November minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Duane and seconded by Dianne. Motion
approved.
New Business: Annual meeting Jan 21st. Reports due to Kim December 27th. Directory: Lori reached out to
Lifetouch. Dates have been set for photos in April 4th, 6th and 7th.
Reports
Women’s Fellowship: Nothing new to report.
Christian Education (Mandy): Christmas Program parts are going out at Sunday School on the 17th. The donation of $100 from Park it Market along with an additional $200 from the CE will be given to Operation
Christmas Child. Lent offering will be donated to Feed My Starving Children.
Deacons (Duane): Filled more openings and have a few more to fill. Still trying to find back up accompanists. January going to try some digital format for the music. After 1st of the year work on forming a Pastor/
Parish committee. Christmas Eve schedule; regular morning service, 4:30 and 11:00 pm. Taking down the
greens January 7th after church.
SHIFT! (Lori): Meeting on Monday and having a holiday party at the Jurek’s. Serving at Grace place on the
December 21st.
Treasurer Nothing to report
Trustees (Dianne): Working on the 2018 budget. Pretty similar to last year. Batteries on exit lights not
working. Looking into what needs to be done to get it fixed.
Pastors Report (Burt): Cottage meetings are finished and will start combining information. Installation service went well. Getting out to visit with people and people coming into the office.
Next meeting January 3, 2018 at 6:00 pm.
January devotions: Burt Williams
Motion was made by Dianne to adjourn seconded by Mandy
Respectfully submitted by:
Cheryl Lindquist Church Clerk
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Join us for dinner!
Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship

January 4, 2018
4:30 PM—6:30 PM

Menu:
Meatloaf

Baked Potatoes

Vegetables

Dinner Rolls

Beverages

Angel Food Cake
With Strawberries

Adults $6.00 Children $3.00
Take out meals available upon request.

Volunteer
Opportunity!

Please make plans to join us!
Saturday, January 20
Eagan MN
9:00AM– 11:00AM
Carpool from church, leaving @
8:00 AM
The Roberts UCC will again be packing
Manna Pack meals at FMSC (Eagan MN) on
Sat, January 20, 9:00-11:00 AM. Those needing a
ride can meet at 8:00 AM at church.
A sign-up sheet will be passed around during
services in January. Please contact Jo Fenstermaker to sign up or if more information is
needed (612-4377890 / fenstermakerjo@gmail.com).

ABC’s of Faith
Join us on Saturday mornings at 9:00am.
This group meets at The Hazelnut Tree
Coffee Shop in Baldwin.
We will be starting a new study on January
6th titled Proverbs, Lifechange Bible Study
by Bonnie Rhodes.
Proverbs offers practical wisdom for every
day living and provides helpful advice on
every aspect both good & bad. Some issues
covered are pride, humility, justice, love, lust, friendship and the family. In this Bible study,
participants will be encouraged to apply God's Word to their life. It includes historical insights,
word definitions, discussion questions, assignments, and leader's guide are within the book.
The study has 15 sessions.
Participants are encouraged to come when they can. Missing a week doesn’t prevent you from
joining the conversation! Please contact Rachel Ackley at 715-338-5472 with any questions.
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Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers December 2017 –
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church office if anyone is interested in
more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of November 30, 2017
Income/contributions
$ 13,565.40
Adopt A Mortgage
$
898.30
Fundraising
$ 1,069.67
Facility Use Fee
$
0.00
Interest
$
.22
Total Income
$ 15,533.59
Expenses
($ 12,237.93)
Transfers
400.00
Net Income
$ 3,695.66

YTD
$154,105.61
$ 13,552.50
$ 19,523.87
$
220.00
$
5.33
$187,407.31
($153,473.40)
7,815.91
$ 41,749.82

Assets and Liabilities
General Account Balances November 30, 2017:
Checking
$ 2,304.81
Savings
$15,113.82
SCRIP Assets
$ 1,733.25
Total General Acct Assets
$19,151.88

Loans:
Mortgage Balance
Member Loans Balance

Total Current Assets (all accts)
Total Fixed Assets
Total Assets

$ 59,385.54
$1,874,642.28
$1,934,027.82

($821,116.89)
($150,000.00)
Total Long Term Liabilities:
Total Current Liabilities:
Total Liabilities:

Total Equity:
Adopt-A-Mortgage Update: Goal

($ 971,116.89)
($
635.95
($ 971,752.84)

$962,274.98

$25,000

Pledged for 2017
Pledged for 2018
Total Pledged to date:

$15,875.00
$ 3,075.00
$18,950.00

Paid through 11/30/17

$13,522.50

SNOW DAYS!!
Just a reminder that if schools
are closed in the area (Roberts,
Baldwin, etc.) church activities
will most likely be cancelled that
day/evening. The Roberts Food Pantry will also be
closed. In case of bad weather, please call the
church office before venturing out.
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEES FOR 2018
Women’s Fellowship meetings are open to all women of the church, and are held at 3:00 p.m., the first Thursday of the month, with the exception
of June, July and October. Community Dinner 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Chairperson of the committee needs to be REIMBURSED for expenses beyond food donated
Each committee needs to take home everything they bring. Nothing should be left in the refrigerator . If you cannot serve at your appoint-

ed time, please notify your chairperson. If you are not listed and would like to serve, please contact one of the Executive
Committee members.
Serving Dinner from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Plan food for 50-75 people

Note: Main course must be made at the church –STATE LAW!!
February 1, 2018
Lori Nelson**Chairman
Mary Fern
Jacque Nelson
Sheryl Budrow
Dawn Budrow
Roxy Nelson

March 1, 2018
Meghan Ament**Chairman
Lenore Pechuman* Co-chair
Donna Ray
Cheryl Lindquist
Brenda Poulin
Audrey Ackley

April 5, 2018
Patti Robertson*Co-chair
Margi Ricci *Co-chair
Mary Thorsen
Laurie Monteith
Carol McKinley
Sheryl Johnson
Joanne Libby

May 3, 2018
Margaret Cave**Chairman
Judy Snoeyenbos*Co-chair
Nancy Waughtal
Mary Schultz
Cheryl Cowles
Mary Fern
Betty Schultz

June and July 2018

August 2, 2018
Megan Frye**Chairman
Kathy Johnson*Co-chair
Jan Kuschel
Trudy Hinkel
Elizabeth Croes
Renee Gullixson
Chris Bohl

September 6, 2018
Katie Kapaun**Chairman
Diane Loewel*Co-chair
Connie Gillis
Carol Moenke
Laura Logas
Wanda Hopkins
Ann Ostendorf
Sonya Jansma

October 2018

December 6, 2018
Sharon Johnson**Chairman
Tracy Ronnander *Co-Chair
Sharon Pizzi
Lori Gulich
Rachel Ackley
Gayle Rickert
Jennah Stoffel
Dixie Roberts

January 3, 2019
Nancy Kirouac**Chairman
Judy Snoeyenbos*Co-Chair
Mary Grupe
Carol Dull
Terry Dull
Carrie Fisher
Roene Frederick
Mandy Clay

February 7, 2019
Lori Jurek**Chairman
Jacque Nelson
Sheryl Budrow
Mary Fern
Roxy Nelson
Dawn Budrow

We will not serve a meal in
June or July due to Good Neighbor Days and July 4th celebrations.

November 1, 2018
Brenda Poulin*Co-Chair
Laurene Ray*Co-Chair
Pat Colbeth
Glenda Hansen
Suzie O’Connell
Nancee Hurlburt
Mary Jo Ball
Shelly (Brandon) Dull
Michelle Hansen
Sally Mahlstadt

Executive Committee

Funeral Committee

President: Lenore Pechuman 715-749-3836
1st Vice President: Sharon Johnson 715-749-3306
2nd Vice President: Carol Dull 715-749-3858
Rec. Secretary: Judy Snoeyenbos 715-425-6730
Treasurer: Judy Snoeyenbos 715-425-6730

Sharon Johnson 715-749-3306
Mary Thorsen 715-220-3999
Judy Snoeyenbos 715-425-6730
Dixie Roberts 715-220-7088
Set-up and clean up -husbands
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We will not serve a meal in
October due to the New
England Dinner. If you
served in October, please
check to see where your
name was moved to.

Got Inspiration??
Monthly Photo Contest coordinated by SHIFT!
The rules stay the same, but the theme changes
monthly!

January: Reflections
Photos due by the 10th of each month.
Contest rules:
1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net
2. Include what it was about the photo that you found inspiring
3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person
4. SHIFT! Reserves the right to add age categories based on participation
5. Contest open to both members and friends of Roberts UCC

Other information:
1. Photos will be presented on the church Facebook page & Website
2. Winning photos will be printed and displayed at church
3. Photos may also be used in the PowerPoint during worship
4. Winning photos may be sold at church as an art auction fundraiser
5. Further questions? Contact: Lori Jurek, Rachel Ackley or Sonya Jansma
NOW
Available!!
2018 Got
Inspiration?
Photo
Calendars
Beautiful spiral-bound wall calendars
featuring winning photos from SHIFT’s
2017 Got Inspiration? monthly photo
contest.
Twelve frame worthy photos,
complete with inspirational Bible verses!
Calendars will be available for purchase on
Sunday mornings or through the church
office. Just $15 each, consider getting one
for yourself and additional copies to give as
gifts! See Sonya Jansma or Lori Jurek for
more information.
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Take the Plunge with us!
Roberts UCC will be participating in the Hudson
Rotary Club’s 1st Annual River Dunk on February 17th,
2018! The event is being hosted by the Rotary Club as a
new, fun way to raise funds for St. Croix Valley nonprofits and clubs. There are a few ways for you to get
involved. (Some are warmer than others!!)
1) Become a team member to raise pledges and take the
plunge.
2) Donate money to an individual on the Roberts UCC
team. Money raised by our team will benefit RUCC!
3) Come to Lakefront Park in Hudson WI on February
17th to watch and cheer for all the hardy folks who will
be jumping into the St. Croix River.
If any, or all, of these ways to participate sounds fun to
you, visit the RUCC team fundraising page at https://
www.firstgiving.com/team/363886. You can also visit
our website atwww.robertsucc.org or contact Tony
Jurek, Team Captain, at tjurek@baldwintelecom.net or 612-816-3828 for more information.

Roberts UCC Prayer List
Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.
Vi Dull

Marge Wolske

Marilyn Hayes

Gail Schweitzer

Jackie Hunter

Marge Johnson

Charlie Logas

The Friends and Family of

Jean Foster

Jane Getzie

Sara Rank

Karen Loenser

*

Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement

*

At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink

*

Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list.

Celebrating January Birthdays

Celebrating January
Anniversaries

10

David Fisher

21

Macie Segebrecht

14

Jacob Stoffel

23

Tyson Ferrick

1

16

Lenore Pechuman

Mackson Stone

26 John & Nicole Vorwald

17

Marvin Hinkel

24

Margaret Cave

18

Trevor Nelson

31

David Hansen

Bill & Margo Schultz

Please contact the church office if we have missed
your birthday, anniversary, or have any corrections to update.
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January 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

New Year’s Day
Church Office Closed

10am Worship
5:30pm CE
w/Holy Communion 6:30pm SHIFT
Unhanging of the
Greens after church

10am Worship

10am Worship
1:00pm Blood Drive
Annual Meeting
w/Potluck to Follow

10am Worship
Installation of 2018
Board Members

6:30pm Deacons

6:00pm Council
6:30pm Bell Choir

10:00am Care Center 6:30pm Bell Choir
6:00pm Trustees

6:30pm Bell Choir

6:30pm Bell Choir

3:00pm WF
4:30pm Community
Dinner

9:00am ABC’s of
Faith

9:00am ABC’s of
Faith

8:00am Feed My
Starving Children
9:00am ABC’s of
Faith
Newsletter
Deadline

9:00am ABC’s of
Faith

6:30pm Bell Choir

Food Pantry Hours:

Coming up in February:

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am
Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 pm

February 10-Lion’s Club ”Dinner in the Dark”
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February 18-Corinthians Carnival

