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Connections  
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ   

      March 2018 

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.  

Scripture basis:  We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our 
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3) 

 

Holy Week 

The weeklong celebration before Easter is called “Holy Week,” but you already knew that.  Every Christian who has been 
practicing for a while knows what “Holy Week” is.  Unfortunately, it is not a week which many people put much emphasis on 
though.  For most people, they go to the two big Sunday celebrations: Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.  Which is fine, but 
they miss out on a wonderful opportunity for the full experience. 

How many of you would go and see the first and last ten minutes of a movie, or read only the first and last chapters of a 
book?  They would have little real feeling to them.  If we were looking at a romance story, it would get you “boy meets girl” 
and then “they live happily ever after.”  You would never know the trials and triumphs which happen in between in the “boy 
gets girl, boy loses girl, boy gets girl back” sections.  We all know the major plot of the romance story, so why bother with all 
that stuff in between though?  Isn’t that how we treat the Easter story.   

We have all heard the story over and over.  Jesus rides into Jerusalem triumphantly, is betrayed by one of his own, put 
through a sham trial, crucified, buried, rises again on Easter Sunday triumphantly.  Why focus on all the negative stuff be-
tween the two triumphs?  It is just a real drag.  Who wants to hear all that violence or sadness?  We can turn on the news and 
get that.  If that is what you feel like, please read on.  There is much more to the story of Holy Week which is worth celebrat-
ing.  Let’s set aside the two big triumph celebrations and focus on the three typically skipped days: Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and Holy Saturday. 

Maundy Thursday – the night of betrayal.  It is also the institution of one of our most beloved Sacraments – Communion!  
Jesus uses the Passover meal (a meal to commemorate God’s leading the Jewish people out of slavery in Egypt) to teach the 
disciples about the freedom he is about to bring through the redeeming act of his love.  There is betrayal this night, but there is 
also celebration as God once again will lead us out of slavery.  There is also the act of love Jesus shows the disciples in wash-
ing their feet.  If this were a Hollywood script, it would be the triumphant king coming down from the castle to mingle with 
the common folk incognito, only to reveal himself as he graciously saves the life of a lowly commoner.  Unfortunately, this is 
not a Hollywood script…it is a “holy "wood script and doesn’t get all the hype of the big screen. 

Good Friday – the day of Jesus’ death.  Why is it called “Good” Friday?  There is not a definitive answer on this one.  For 
the average Christian it is that the death of Jesus leads to the resurrection and therefore it is a “good” day.  This may be, but it 
is more likely a matter of etymology.  As the term “holy” was considered to be the “ultimate good,” and another term used in 
history for the day is “Holy Friday,” it is likely because of the holiness of the day.  There is nothing particularly pleasant or 
good about the death of Jesus.  We would be better served thinking of it as a memorial service for the life of Jesus then a cele-
bration of death.  It is a day of deep mourning.  And though those days may not be pleasant, they are necessary for beginning 
the healing process in order that we may celebrate the gift of eternal life on Easter Sunday! 

Holy Saturday – a truly lost day in the church!  Many have not even heard of it.  It is the day spent in mourning and also 
hope.  The point of three days in the tomb for Jesus was that he the gospel to all those who had previously died.  For in ancient 
thought, anyone who had not heard the gospel could not enter the kingdom.  So it is in this way hope is restored as Jesus 
brings the good news, the gospel, to all those who had died lost. 

As we go about our “Holy Week” celebrations this year, come and join us.  Experience the whole story and the full range 

of emotions and spirituality which go along with it! 
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You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye,  
and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye. 

—Luke 6:43 

Just recently this passage came up as Toni and I were doing devotionals.  The devotion has to do with a 
book (Sacred Marriage by Gary Thomas) we are reading together.  The book is centered on the question, 
“What if God designed marriage to make us more holy than to make us happy?”  The question in itself is 
more than a little interesting.  What is more important is how the passage associates with that. 

In this passage, Jesus is very specific about how our relationships should be with ourselves and others.  
The idea is we must start by looking inward with our criticisms.  Our tendencies are to look at the faults of 
others and then in the most loving (and sometimes not so loving) of Christian ways, we try to help the other 
person to grow and change for the better.  Our intentions are usually noble, but that may not be how they 
are perceived by the one being criticized.  So, if we start with being brutally honest with ourselves about 
our own faults and shortcomings, we will more than likely not have a lot of time to focus on those of 
others.  In fact, we will often find our faults and shortcomings keep us from seeing clearly what others 
around us are going through and doing. 

How does that then translate into our marriages?  This most sacred of institutions is often the easiest 
and hardest relationship we have.  It is the easiest because it provides us support and love in times when we 
are most weak.  It is the hardest, because we are with each other constantly.  We see the best and worst of 
one another.  It is the one place where we feel safe, so we let the guards down we usually have up with 
everyone else.  We let our spouses see things we would not let anyone else see about us, because they love 
us and will understand.  Which although true, we have to consider we have married another human being…
just as fallible as us or anyone else.  They are also just as easily wounded by the things we do or say as 
anyone else. 

Therefore, this person we have pledged our undying love and devotion to is also the one we most often 
hurt.  Even more telling is that when we are then hurt by them, we tend to judge them for their lack of love 
and forgiveness.  This vicious cycle continues to spiral throughout our relationship and leads to more hurts 
than we ever intended.  Let’s face it, most of us do not wake up in the morning trying to find ways to hurt 
and irritate our spouses.  It is easily done, though, when we try to remove the speck from their eye when we 
haven’t even considered the log in our own. 

It is here in which the author makes a beautiful point.  If we were to take this verse very seriously, we 
would find that God has given us these wonderful spouses in order to help us grow closer to our Lord.  It 
will not be easy or quick.  We will have to be brutally honest with ourselves and as selfless as we are 
capable of being.  God has given us these beautiful relationships as a safe place to practice and grow our 
faith.  Our spouses already have seen our best and our worst.  It is hard to believe they would not support us 
as we try to better ourselves, especially if we are not nitpicking all of their faults to death.  If I can serve my 
wife by becoming a better husband, then I am also serving God in the most precious of ways. 

As the author points out, “If you want to truly get on my good side, be kind to my children.”  He then 
points out that he can’t help but think God must feel the same way.  Our best service comes from bettering 
ourselves in the service of others (especially in the sacred relationship we call marriage).  Ask yourself how 
your marriage might be different if you were to focus on your own logs rather than the specks of your 
partner?  Are there ways in which you could be a better spouse?  Would it be easier to work on those areas 
if you weren’t focused on the shortcomings of your partner?  You become closer to God, happier in life all 
the way around, by becoming more like your God, more holy!  How?  Through being more loving, 
forgiving, and merciful with those relationships that are so important! 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Burt 



 

 

 

  

 

Dear UCC Church of Roberts, 

 The entire ACSS Team would like to Thank You for your continued support for the clients of our 

program during the 2017 Christmas Season. The incredible outpouring of support for our clientele with gifts 

and gift cards was very inspiring to the clients as well as to staff members. 

 Some of the staff had the privilege of being with the recipients when they opened their gifts. One client 
was overcome with emotion and appreciation for his gifts received because he truly believed he would not 

have anything to give his son. He was blessed with many gift cards, one being to the movie theatre that he and 
his son enjoy going to. This made his Christmas, he was so thankful that he could take his son to the movies a 
few times over his Christmas break as a Christmas gift because he had no money to buy his son any gifts this 
year. He told his worker,” These people have encouraged me and gave me hope when I thought there was 

none.” 

Many of our clients report that they do not celebrate Christmas, as many of them have no family. These 
gifts make their Christmas a better time of year and really brighten their spirits. A social worker asked me to 

thank you and wanted to say,” Thank you for your generosity this holiday season-it has a tremendous impact 
on the clients we serve. Being able to see the excitement and joy your gifts bring to each of our clients is  

something I am honored to be a part of each year.” 

Your generosity toward these people in the form of a gift whether clothing, a pillow, a taxi card, or a gift 
card for gas or groceries, makes an impact on their lives that surpasses their Christmas season. 

Again, thank you so much for making the Christmas season for many of our clients a wonderful time of 

the year for them. This is something that they have either NEVER experienced or it has been many, many 
years since they had such a great Christmas.                       

         -The St. Croix County ACSS Team 
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Holy Week 
Don’t skip from Palm Sunday ”Hosannas” to 
Easter ‘Alleluias!” Take time with Jesus at the 

cross. Plan to worship during Holy Week—
invite a friend or neighbor to join you! 

 

Palm Sunday, March 25th  

10:00am 

Maundy Thursday Service, March 29th 
7:00pm 

Good Friday Service, March 30th  

7:00pm 

Easter Sunday, April 1st  

6:45am &10:00am 

 

Easter Breakfast 

Sunday , Apri l  1 , 2018 

 

 

 

 

7:15am Menu: Rolls, Fruit, Coffee, Juice & Milk 

8:30 to 9:30am Menu: Egg Bakes, Sausages, Fruit, 
Muffins & Beverages 

 

Sponsored by  SHIFT! Free W i l l  Offering wi l l   

benefi t the Adopt-a-Mortgage Campaign.   

Thanks for your support! 
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Our Church Photography Dates: 
w 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Wednesday, April 4 
 

Friday & Saturday, April 6 & 7 
 

 
 

         Weekday  Photography Hours –  2:00 – 9:00 PM   Saturday Hours – 10:00 – 5:00 PM          
                      
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
There is no sitting fee -  just for 

participating, you will receive a 

complimentary 8”x10" portrait and 

a free church directory!            

And… Lifetouch has promised us 

that there will be no pressure to 

order additional portraits!  

Don’t Forget…To Bring Your Pet! 
Do you have a special little furry friend at 

home?  We want to encourage you to 

bring him/her with you for                   

your portrait session!   

We know they’re part of the family!!! 

 

HOW DO I SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT? 

You can schedule your photo appointment several ways: 
 

1) Sign Up at Church: Before or after Services 
 

2) Online Sign-ups on our website: www.robertsucc.org 
 

3) Sign Up on our Facebook Page!   
 

 
.                                                        

 
 
                                                       

  

HELP FEED THOSE IN NEED – JUST BY BEING PHOTOGRAPHED!! 
 

Drop off any food item at church between now and picture day and get a   
$5 coupon to use towards the purchase of additional portraits! (no pressure – no obligation) 

 

  
Then, we can give that food to our local food shelf to help those in need! 

  

 

 

Have you ever wondered…  

“What is that person’s name?” 
 

This new Parish Family Album will help us 

all to put a name with that familiar face. 

This new connection tool will be as useful 

as we make it.  Please sign up today! 

 Scan the QR Code 
  to schedule your 
appointment NOW! 
 

This is a new directory format that has never been done before! 
 

IT WON’T BE THE SAME WITHOUT YOU! 

This will be a great tool to help us put names with faces 

 as our church continues to change and grow.   

 PLEASE be a part of it! 
 

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PERSONALLY! 
 

     Lifetouch encourages you to bring something 
that says who you are to your portrait session.  
Perhaps a hat… pin... scarf... musical instrument... 
Bible... sports gear... whatever it is that’s important 
to you! 
       Lifetouch also does generational photography.  
It’s a great opportunity to get all the family together 
for one big portrait!  Capture the memories for a 
lifetime! 
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Join us for dinner!  

Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship 

March 1, 2018 

4:30 PM—6:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

Menu: 

 

        

 

 

Adults $6.00 Children $3.00 

Take out meals available upon request. 

 
 
 

Feed My Starving Children 
 
Another great day for packing manna meals at FMSC, 
Eagan MN on 1/20/18 ... even with a number of  
volunteers out with the flu.  The Roberts UCC  
volunteers packed 24 boxes and the full group 
packed 219, feeding 47,304 meals, 130 children for a 
year.  Thank you to all who helped . . . Cecil Brighton, 
Michelle & Ryan Hansen, Deb Holmes and daughter 
Bobbi Jo, Margie Ricci and friend Deb Larsen.  
The next FMSC packing event is scheduled for 9:00-
11:00 AM, Saturday, April 14, 2018.   

Mark Your  
Calendar! 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Croix River  

Dunk Success!! 
Congratulations to our small but mighty team of  

dunkers for enduring the frigid temperatures of the  
St. Croix River.  Brett Budrow, Jo Fenstermaker (who 
stepped in at the last minute for Brent Ackley), Tony 

Jurek, and Duane Loewel represented RUCC with 
bravery and grace.  Sincere thanks to all who  

supported their efforts with words of encouragement, 
prayers, and financial gifts.  The team raised over 

$2500 in donations - 70% of those funds will come 
back to RUCC to support our ministry!  

 
Chicken Bruschetta Bake 
Corn                  Salad 
Dinner Rolls      Assorted Bars 
Beverages 

 

Thank You! 
 

A very special thank you to the 

family of Carol Lindquist for 

furnishing our sanctuary with 

pew cushions!  They are not  

only beautiful and comfortable 

but add such warmth to our 

worship space. What a  

wonderful memorial gift to 

share with us in honor of Carol. 

Thank you! 
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Red Shovel Competition 
RUCC vs. Cross Lutheran 

Let’s DIG DEEP and GIVE more generously than Cross does this Lenten season!  
Combined donations raised will be split equally between two programs: 

 

T.H.U.G Life Ministry -- Helping area teens without homes or family support 
AND 

SCC FOOD for KIDS Backpack Program -- Providing kid-friendly, non-perishable foods to students for  

weekends and extended school breaks 

Drop donations into the clear collection box TODAY! 

Treasurer’s Report  
 
 
Notes from the Treasurers February 2018 –  

Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church office if anyone is interested in 
more specifics. 

General Fund Financial Summary as of January 31, 2018     
 

Contributions  $    13,709.00  

Fundraisers                 80.00  

Interest income                   0.27  

     Total revenue        13,789.27  

  

Program expenses           7,303.52  

Administration expenses           1,951.95  

Building and utilities           1,573.11  

Interest expenses           3,558.96  

     Total expenses        14,387.54  

  

Transfers from Food Pantry              400.00  

Transfers from Women's Fellowship                        -    

     Total transfers              400.00  

  

Net             (198.27) 

  

Mortgage balance  $  813,926.10  



 

 

 

Easter Flower Order Form 
Roberts Congregational 
United Church of Christ 

 

Flowers can be ordered in honor of or in memory of your loved ones.  Plant 
types and costs are listed below. 

Please fill out the information below and place your order in the basket at the back of the 
church. 

Deadline for ordering is March 7th. 

Please see Megan Frye if you have any questions. 
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Lilies - $12.00 

 Mums - $17.00  

In Honor of: 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of: 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Type of flower:      Qty:____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Given by:____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 



 

Got Inspiration??  

Monthly Photo Contest coordinated by SHIFT! 

 
The rules stay the same, but the theme changes  

monthly! 

March: Cabin Fever 

Photos due by the 10th of each month. 
 

 Contest rules: 
  1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net 
  2. Include what it was about the photo that you found inspiring 
  3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person 
  4. SHIFT! Reserves the right to add age categories based on participation 
  5. Contest open to both members and friends of Roberts UCC 

 

 Other information: 

  1. Photos will be presented on the church Facebook page & Website 

  2. Winning photos will be printed and displayed at church 

  3. Photos may also be used in the PowerPoint during worship 

  4. Winning photos may be sold at church as an art auction fundraiser 

  5. Further questions?  Contact:  Lori Jurek, Rachel Ackley or Sonya Jansma 

Free Money (For the church!) 

  
Roberts UCC just received our second payment from the AmazonSmile Foundation!  AmazonSmile 
is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as  
Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice. 
  
This is a simple and automatic way for you to support Roberts Congregational United Church of 
Christ every time you shop, at no cost to you! When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the 
exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with 
the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to the church. 

 On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select Roberts Congregational United Church of 
Christ to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. They will remember 
your selection, and then every future eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in 
a donation. 
 
To get started, visit www.smile.amazon.com and search for Roberts Congregational United 
Church of Christ from their list of approved organizations.  It's that simple!  Remember to use the 
SMILE site rather than the usual Amazon.com site each time you make a purchase in order for a 
donation to be generated.  If you have any questions, contact Lori Jurek, Sonya Jansma, or Carrie 
Fisher. 
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Roberts UCC Prayer List  

 

Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list. 

 

Vi Dull Marge Wolske Marilyn Hayes   Gail Schweitzer 

Jackie Hunter Beth Wolske Charlie Logas               Sara Rank 

Jean Foster  Jane Getzie   

                                        

  

  *     Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement 

         *     At Baldwin Care Center:  Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink 

         *    Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list. 

 

                  

  

       
      
 

Celebrating March Birthdays 

 

Celebrating March  

Anniversaries 

 
 

    

  

Please contact the church office if we have missed 
your birthday, anniversary, or have any correc-

tions to update. 

 

1  Hailey Schultz 

        Dan Nelson  

2      Bill Snoeyenbos 

3      Margie Ricci 

6      Ryley Jurek 

7   Deb Holmes 

        Chris Bohl 

8      Mary Thorson      

9      Jeff Hinkel 

10   Logan Nelson 

11   Erin Weiss 

12   Mary Grupe 

         Leo Weiss 

13      Pat Colbeth 

           Daryl Jones 

17       Jo Fenstermaker 

20       Rick Risberg 

23     Tony Nelson 

           Josie Armagost 

24     Collin Nelson 

25     Cheryl Cowles 

26       Brita Lindquist 

           Mark Morgen 

27      Betty Schultz 

28      Michelle Hansen 

30       Cheryl Lindquist 

 23  Don & Connie Gillis 



 

Coming up in April: 

April 1  Easter Worship 

April 4,6 & 7  Life Touch Pictures 

April 27 & 28 WF Rummage Sale 

March 2018 

Food Pantry Hours: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am 

Wednesdays     6:30-8:00 pm 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 

3pm WF 

4:30 Community 

Dinner 

6pm Council 

 

2 

 World Day of  

Prayer 

3 

 9am ABC’s of Faith 

4 
10am Worship 
w/Holy Communion 
6:00pm Financial 
Peace Univ. 
  

5 
  

6 

 6:30pm Deacons 

7 

6pm Bell Choir 

12pm & 7pm Lenten 

Bible Study 

8 

 6:00pm CE 

9 
  

10 

 9am ABC’s of Faith 

11 

10am Worship 

SCRIP Orders Due 

6:00pm Financial 

Peace Univ. 

Daylight Savings 

12 

6:30PM SHIFT @ 

Nancy Kirouac  

13 

10am Care Center 

6pm Trustees 

14 

6pm Bell Choir 

12pm & 7pm Lenten 

Bible Study 

15 
  

16 
  

17 

 9am ABC’s of Faith 

 

18 

10am Worship 

6:00pm Financial 

Peace Univ. 

19 
  

20 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

Spring Begins 

21 

6pm Bell Choir 

12pm & 7pm Lenten 

Bible Study 

22 

7pm WF Lion’s Club 

Supper 

23 
  

24 

 9am ABC’s of Faith 

25 

10am Worship 

SCRIP Orders Due 

6:00pm Financial 

Peace Univ. 

Palm Sunday 

26 
  

27 
  

28 

6pm Bell Choir 

12pm & 7pm Lenten 

Bible Study 

29 
7:00pm Maundy 

Thursday Service 

30 
7:00pm Good Friday 

Service 

31 

Holy Saturday 

9am ABC’s of Faith 


