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Connections  
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ   

      May 2018 

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.  

Scripture basis:  We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our 
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3) 

for more information contact: Roberts UCC @ 715-749-3225 

Good Neighbor Days 
June 3, 2018 

9:00 AM      ROBERTS COMMUNITY PARK 

COME AND JOIN US DOWN AT THE PARK DURING GOOD NEIGHBOR 

DAYS ON SUNDAY JUNE 3, 2018 FOR OUR CHURCH SERVICE. LOTS OF 

MUSIC AND FUN TO BE HAD BY ALL. INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND  

NEIGHBORS TO JOIN US FOR THIS TIME OF RENEWAL AND FELLOWSHIP. 

SERVICE WILL BEGIN AT 9:00 AM AND BE OVER BY 10 SO WE CAN ALL 

GET TO THE PARADE DOWNTOWN. 



 

 

 

  

 

The 2018 Annual Meeting of the  

Wisconsin Conference of the United 

Church of Christ will explore the 

winds and waves of race and  

privilege. 

What are we to do when social and 

political storm waves break across 

the bow of our church, threatening to 

swamp not only our peace and  

tranquility but also our vitality as a 

faith community? 

Should we dive under the pews and hope the storm passes quickly by? Or, are we called to a  

different response? If the latter, how do we engage in dialogue with one another to discern the 

proper response without adding to the division and chaos that threatens to engulf us? 

The 2018 Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Conference of the United Church of Christ will seek 

to address these very questions.  

We are currently looking for two people to serve as delegates to the Annual Meeting on behalf of 

RUCC.  The meeting is scheduled for June 8-10, 2018 at the Green Lake Conference Center. 

Find additional information at www.wcucc.org/annualmeeting.  Please contact the church  

office, Pastor Burt, Rachel Ackley or Lori Jurek if you are interested in attending!  Thank you. 
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Who are the Deacons? This month I’m going to  
highlight one of the members on our board so you can 
get to know us just a little better.  I will start with  
myself since I don’t have any other bio’s in front of 
me. ;) 

My name is Rachel Ackley. I have been a member of 
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ for 

about 26 years. I have filled several positions in our 
church including Church Clerk, Moderator, Sunday 
School Teacher, Search Committee, and, of course, 

Deacon. My favorite spot is the Deacons and this year  

 

I am serving as the chair of our board. I really enjoy 
being a Deacon because I’m able to work with our 

pastor to make sure the worship services flow  
smoothly. I 
enjoy helping 

people, which 
is why you will 
often see me 

ushering on a 
Sunday  
morning. As some of you know, I’m married to Brent, 

who is usually sitting in the sound booth and we have 
2 children.  We have also hosted many exchange  
students as well. Our daughter is married and teaches 
in Baldwin and our son is in the Navy and stationed in 

Hawaii right now. Being a Deacon has also been a 
way for me to expand my comfort zone and learn how 
to reach out to different people, to see the gifts we 

each bring to our family, and to help nurture them.  

 

Featured Article: Deacons 
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“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened 

for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds,  
and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 

—Matthew 7:7-8 

 

Oh, what a passage.  Such wisdom in it.  Such common sense.  If we will just ask, God will provide.  If 
we will knock, God will open doors and answer.  If we will simply seek the holy, we will find God.  Ask 
around and you will hear story after story from people who have found this to be true.  Of course, there are 
those times when God answers with a “not yet,” a “no, but…,” or a flat out “no that isn’t what you really 
need.”  Yet, God provides what we actually need, answers the door, and even allows us to find the holy.  It 
is a beautiful relationship builder between us and God.  It is a way in which we establish trust in that holy 
relationship.   

The whole concept has me thinking today.  What if we were to apply this to our daily lives and how we 
interact with others; how we do church?  What would happen if we started to ask, knock, and seek in our 
interpersonal relationships in order to build the trust between us and others?  I know that others are not God 
and because of that will not be as trusting, may say “no” more often than we want to hear, and may even be 
irrationally selfish at times.  That is, quite honestly, just part of the human condition.  We cannot expect 
perfection out of ourselves or anyone else.  It is just a very different way of going about life and may have 
some wonderful outcomes. 

This is a broad brush to paint with, but in general we tend to want others to just step up and do things.  
We expect them to think and act as we do, or at least the way we wish we did.  The truth is we do not.  For 
all of our similarities, we are all very unique.  We hold a few things in common though.  We like to be 
respected, cared about, and trusted.  We like to be asked to do things, rather than it just being assumed we 
will do them.  We also like to know that the things we do are appreciated and that our talents have worth.  
This is true whether we are talking about our friendships, our marriages, our families, or our church life.  
Yet, we expect others simply to do things out of “love.”  I cannot tell you how often I have heard a husband 
or wife say of their spouse, “If they really loved me…”  Or, a parishioner say of others in the church 
family, “If they really loved God (or the church) they would…”  We have a specific need or desire we 
would like filled, and we want the other to just mystically know what that is and to do it without being 
asked. In church, we will even go as far as to pass around clipboards and sign-up sheets expecting people 
will just realize we are hoping they will volunteer.  After all, that is what we would do. 

I am suggesting two changings in our attitudes in our interpersonal relationships.  The first is that we 
follow the advice of the above passage and the second is that we try to be more God-like in our own 
responses.  Following the advice from above would be in interacting directly.  Specifically asking for what 
we need, knocking on the door of opportunity to get to know someone better, and seeking people out 
directly.  When we do these things, we show people the respect they deserve, the trust they desire, and give 
direction to help the other person grow with us in relationship.  Subtle hints, ambiguous descriptions, and 
blanket requests are often missed by others.  We just are not that observant and, in many cases, do not feel 
we have the talents needed to fulfill the needs and desires being requested because they are vague and left 
up to our interpretation.  If we want help, it is better to be direct as to what we are looking for. 

Ok Pastor, but what about my needs.  I’d like to be asked, respected, trusted and valued as well.  This is 
where we need to have a more God-like attitude.  We need to remember that God loved, trusted, and gave 
first and what we do is in response to that.  God sought us out first.  We seek God to be in relationship.  
God loved first, and we learn to love and love back through that example.  God gave us talents and trusted 
us to use them when called, we respond by answering the call.  If we were try to take on that attitude as 
much as possible, we would find others doing it as well.  Maybe not 100%, but more often than we will if 
we just wait for others to “mystically” know and respond!  I challenge you to join me in trying this and see 
what the results might be! 

-Pastor Burt 



 

 

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF 

ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

April 5, 2018 

 

PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety, they can be found in 
the Church Council binder located in the church office. 

 

Members Present: Lori Jurek (moderator), Roger Ray, Rachel Ackley, Lenore Pechuman, Michelle Hansen and 
Pastor Burt Williams 

 

New Business 

Lent: Despite having to move the sunrise service indoors due to the weather, everything seemed to go well.  There 
has been lots of positive feedback on Bible study and the various services. 

Red Shovel Competition: Collections will be taken for one more Sunday (April 8). Even if we end up “losing” to 
Cross Lutheran, two very worthy organizations will benefit from the competition! 

Photo Directory: Pictures are being taken this week.  Response has been very good. 

Secretary’s hours Kim Kramer has requested permission to drop to a four-day work week.  The Trustees will make a 
final decision at their meeting on April 19. 

Give Now Button Discussed whether we want to activate the “Give Now” button on our website to allow people to 
financially support the church. To do so, the church will need a Paypal account.  Roger will bring the issue to Trus-
tees for further discussion. 

Leadership Training Pastor Burt is looking for direction on what leadership topic we most want to focus on for our 
next training session.  He will continue to gather feedback from the boards and move forward with planning.   

 

Reports 

Women’s Fellowship: They have a Rummage Sale scheduled for April 27 & 28.  Donation drop off dates will be 
April 23-26 from 1pm to 6pm.  They recently held another successful Lions Club dinner, clearing over $500 in prof-
it.  They appreciate the great help they get and will continue to hold dinner if asked and they have the help needed.  

Christian Education: The last day of Sunday school will be held on May 13.  Awards/Recognition will take place 
during worship on May 20.  Vacation Bible School has been set for August 5-8.  They are discussing the upcoming 
Good Neighbor Days parade and will be asking for the congregation’s support. 

Deacons: No report due to their meeting being cancelled because of inclement weather. 

SHIFT!: Hosted breakfast during 3 time frames on Easter morning.  Free will donations were taken and designated 
for the ongoing Adopt-A-Mortgage campaign.   

Treasurer: No report was available. 

Trustees: Spring Clean-up day is set for Saturday, May 19.  They hope to have enough volunteers to do both inside 
and outside work.  They are still in the process of getting carpeting quotes.  

Pastor’s Report: Burt shared a written report giving us an overview of what he worked on during March. Now that 
Easter has passed, there will be time to get the PPRC (Pastor-Parish Relations Committee) together. 

 
With no other business being raised, Lori confirmed that our next meeting will be held on May 3rd at 6pm. Rachel 
will lead us in devotions.   
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You’re Invited… 
to join SHIFT! on Thursday, May 24 for a community  

information/training session hosted by the Casting Light  

Coalition.  The mission of this organization is “to unite the St. 

Croix Valley in compassionate service to those affected by  

human trafficking, and to provide the best resources possible to help those exploited by  

others to find freedom and renewal.” The evening’s speaker will be a Minneapolis police  

detective.  Location: Hudson Middle School, Time: 6:30pm. Please contact Lori Jurek  

(715-386-3214) or Sonya Jansma (715-684-9661) with any questions. 
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Shades of Autumn Celebration 
 

All those interested are encouraged to attend a planning  

meeting on Monday, May 7 @ 6:00pm at the church.  We’ll 

recap last year’s event and discuss what changes and  

improvements we should make for this fall.  The event is 

scheduled for Saturday, October 13.  If you cannot attend the 

planning meeting but have input you’d like to share, please contact Lori Jurek 

at aljurek@baldwin-telecom.net or (715) 386-3214. Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

 

SHIFT would like to thank all those who 
supported our Easter breakfasts with food 
donations and financial contributions to 
support the church’s Adopt-a-Mortgage 
Campaign.  We understand that it is a 
busy weekend for many people so we  
sincerely appreciate your assistance in  
making this annual event a success.  
Blessings abound! 

 

Thank you to all those 
who signed up for FMSC 
food packing on  
Saturday, 4/14/18 -  
Meghan & Kiley Ament, 
Cecil Brighton, Maureen 

Brunner, Carrie Fisher, Michelle & Ryan Hansen, Deb 
Linaman, Ashley & Kamaria Stone and Margie Ricci. 
 Unfortunately, Mother Nature had other plans for us 
and the weekend blizzard conditions ended our plans. 
Our hearts and hands were willing, but all of our  
personal safeties had to be a higher priority for  
traveling to Eagan MN.  Again, thank you to all who 
volunteered. 

However, we always have a future packing scheduled - 
the next one is Saturday August 18, 9:00 - 11:00am. 
Fifteen spots have been reserved for this date, please 
consider signing up for it.  If questions and wanting to 
sign up, contact Jo Fenstermaker call/text/email (612-
437-7890 - fenstermakerjo@gmail.com) 
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COMMUNITY DINNER  

Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship  

Thursday, May 3, 2018  

4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  

 

Menu:  

Pulled Pork Sandwiches 

Salad Bar 

Angel Food Cake with Strawberries 

Coffee and Milk 
 

Adults: $6.00  -  Children: $3.00   

Take out is available  

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ  

1001 Birch Drive, Roberts WI 54023      715-749-3225  

http://www.robertsucc.org 
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Treasurer’s Report  
 
 
Notes from the Treasurers: 

Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church 
office if anyone is interested in more specifics. 

 
General Fund Financial Summary as of March 31, 2018 

 

 Income/Contributions  $42,848.51  

 Adopt A Mortgage  146.00  

 Fundraising income  2,638.25  

 Interest  2.10  

 Total income  45,634.86  

 Expenses  49,603.57  

 Transfers from other accounts  3,200.00  

 Net General Fund Activity  $(768.71) 

 

Assets Liabilities & Equity 
 Checking  $799.71  Accrued expenses  $529.31  

 Savings  2,917.78 Bank mortgage balance 806,893.81  

 SCRIP Account/Card inventory  2,689.39  Member mortgage balances  150,000.00  

 Total General Accounts  6,406.88  Total liabilities  957,423.12  

 Other bank accounts  40,342.17  

 Fixed assets  1,874,642.28  Equity  963,968.21  

 Total Assets  $1,921,391.33  

 Total Liabilities & Equity  $1,921,391.33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note the change in office hours. Starting April 23rd, the office will be open 
Monday through Thursday from 8:30am-12:30pm. In case of emergency, please 
contact Pastor Burt at 563-387-7093. Thank you for your cooperation in this and 
any inconveniences that this might cause. 



 

Got Inspiration??  

Monthly Photo Contest coordinated by SHIFT! 

 
The rules stay the same, but the theme changes  

monthly! 

May: Neighbors 

Photos due by the 10th of each month. 
 

 Contest rules: 
  1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net 
  2. Include what it was about the photo that you found inspiring 
  3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person 
  4. SHIFT! Reserves the right to add age categories based on participation 
  5. Contest open to both members and friends of Roberts UCC 

 

 Other information: 

  1. Photos will be presented on the church Facebook page & Website 

  2. Winning photos will be printed and displayed at church 

  3. Photos may also be used in the PowerPoint during worship 

  4. Winning photos may be sold at church as an art auction fundraiser 

  5. Further questions?  Contact:  Lori Jurek, Rachel Ackley or Sonya Jansma 
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Graduation is coming 
 

We would like to honor our 

Graduates on June 10, 2018, 

but we don’t know who all of  

them are. If you know of  

someone that has graduated this 

year, please get their name to  

Rachel Ackley 

by June 3. 

High School 

College 

Military… 

mailto:sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net
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Roberts UCC Prayer List  

 

Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list. 

 

Vi Dull Marge Wolske Marilyn Hayes   Gail Schweitzer Lisa Briess 

Jackie Hunter Beth Wolske Charlie Logas               Sara Rank  Sheryl Johnson 

Jean Foster  Jane Getzie Ted Kill  Tony Kill  Gail Schweitzer 

                                       

   *     Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement 

         *     At Baldwin Care Center:  Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink 

         *    Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list. 

 

      Our prayers are with the family of Dick (Richard) Ray  

       who entered  Life Triumphant in April.          

  

       
      
 

Celebrating May Birthdays 

 

Celebrating May  

Anniversaries 

 
 

    

  

Please contact the church office if we have missed 
your birthday, anniversary, or have any correc-

tions to update. 

 

2     Gail Cotterman 

3     Wayne Hadley 

       Terry McKinley 

4     Mary Frederick 

7     Rachel Ackley          

9  Roene Frederick 

       Eric Fisher 

       Kevin Robelia 

15    Roxanne Nelson 

17  Duane Loewel 

20 Liz Croes 

      Haylie Hansen 

21 Donna Lamson 

       Jeff Haas 

22   Patti Robertson 

24 Cindy Schultz 

       Jessie Kinney 

26   Ann Ostendorf 

29   Riley Hansen  

 

1 Kevin & Melanie Robelia 

6 John & Jane Bond 

9 Tony & Lori Jurek 

12       Bruce & Joanne Libby 

15 Al & Chris Bohl 

22         Mark & Kim Kramer 

28 Dan & Jacque Nelson 



 

Coming up in June: 

June 3 -Good Neighbor Days Service in the Park 

June 7-9-Annual Meeting of WI Conference 

June 10 - Recognition of Graduates 

May 2018 

Food Pantry Hours: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am 

Wednesdays     6:30-8:00 pm 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

 6:30pm Deacons 

2 

6:30pm Bell Choir 

3 

3pm WF 

4:30pm Community 

Dinner 

6pm Council 

Kim Out of Office 

4 
  

5  

 9am ABC’s of Faith 

6 
10am Worship 

w/Holy Communion 

6pm Financial 

Peace Univ. 

7 
6:30pm Shades of 
Autumn Planning 

Meeting 

8 

10am Care Center 

9 

6:30pm Bell Choir 

10 

6pm CE 

11 
  

12 

9am ABC’s of Faith 

13 Mother's Day 

10am Worship 

SCRIP Orders Due 

14 
6:30pm SHIFT @ 

Nancy Kirouac’s 

15 
  

16 

6:30pm Bell Choir 

17 

6pm Trustees 

18 
  

19 Armed Forces 
Day 

9am ABC’s of Faith 

Spring Clean Up 

20 

10am Worship 

Last Day of SS 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

21 
  

22 
  

23 

6:30pm Bell Choir 

24 
 6:30pm Casting 
Light Coalition 
Presentation-
Hudson Middle 

School 

25 
  

26 

9am ABC’s of Faith 

27 

10am Worship 

SCRIP Orders Due 

28 Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

29 
  

30 

6:30pm Bell Choir 

31 
  

  


