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Connections  
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ   

      June 2018 

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.  

Scripture basis:  We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our 
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3) 

 



 

 

 

  

Come spend the summer of a  

lifetime with us!   

Summer Staff Employment Opportunities at Pilgrim Center & Moon 
Beach 

 Moon Beach is a UCC Camp located on 110 acres just outside of St. Germain. We’re 
primarily a Family Camp in the summer and offer a variety of camps: Family Church 
Camps, Camp AweSum Family Camps (for families affected by Autism Spectrum 
Conditions) and Memory Family Camp (for participants with Dementia, their Care 

Partners and families). We also offer two youth camps: Music, Art, Dance & Drama and Camp AweSum Youth! 

Pilgrim Center is a UCC Camp located on beautiful Green Lake.  We’re primarily a Youth Camp and  
Multi-Generational Camp in the summer and we are looking for excited, dedicated, and skilled staff to fill many the 
summer positions.   We hire about 30 staff to fill a variety of needs and positions – cabin counselors, waterfront staff, 
nature and arts & crafts specialists, nursing/medical – and more. Because we’re camps, we’ve got all the stuff you 
need for an incredible summer: FANTASTIC food, campfires every day, great waterfront areas with  
kayaks/paddleboards/sail boats and other watercraft, tons of games, arts & crafts, yoga classes, worship and more, all 
in a breathtaking natural setting. Plus, our summer staff housing at both sites was updated over the winter! 
 
We are affiliated with the United Church of Christ, we have an ecumenical staff and encourage anyone who loves car-
ing for God's people and creation (age 18+) to apply! 

To submit an application for our 2018 Summer Ministry Team please complete our online application at   https://
ucci.org/pilgrim-center/staff-opportunities/  (Pilgrim Center) https://ucci.org/moon-beach/staff-opportunities/  (Moon 
Beach)  
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SHIFT! (Serving Him in Faith Together) 

In March of 2015, a small group gathered to discuss  
forming a new fellowship group.   We chose our name 
and identified our mission.   SHIFT! implies both action 
and change; our mission is to Serve Him in Faith  
Together!   

Three years later we continue to explore new ways to 
serve our church family and wider community.  Our  
activities are open to all who’d like to participate.  There 
is no obligation to participate in every activity! We strive 
to offer a wide variety of opportunities for involvement 
and welcome the suggestion of new projects. 

Upcoming Dates: 

June 11 – Monthly meeting hosted by Toni Williams 
(6:30pm) 

June 21 – Serve dinner at Grace Place in New  
Richmond (5:30pm) 

August 18 – Pack meals at Feed My Starving Children 
in Eagan, MN (9:00am) 

August 22 – Host food stand at annual church auction  

Ongoing Projects: 

Got Inspiration? monthly photo contest 
Give What you Can project to support our local Food 

Pantry 
Provide and serve dinner to residents of Grace Place 

once every other month 
Collection drive for Grace Place 
Prayer Squares 
Feel Good Kits 
Quarterly meal packing sessions at Feed My Starving 

Children 
Support of T.H.U.G Life Ministry 
 
SHIFT! is open to both men and women, members 
and friends.   Our meetings are scheduled for the 2nd 
Monday of each month at 6:30pm and are hosted by a 
member of the group in their home with dessert being 
served.  Anyone who would like to become involved 
or get more information about SHIFT! should contact 
Lori Jurek at 715-386-3214 or via email at  
aljurek@baldwin-telecom.net.  Those who are unable 
to physically participate but would like to support our 
outreach programs financially are invited make  
donations to RUCC – attn: SHIFT!   

Featured Article: SHIFT 

http://www.ultracamp.com/forms.aspx?idCamp=340&campCode=ucc&idF=4103
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For it is you who formed my inward parts; you who knit me together in my mother’s womb.   

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Wonderful are your works; that I 
know well.   

—Psalm 139:13-14 

 

Some time ago I stumbled across a book that Philip Yancey co-wrote with Dr. Paul Brand entitled, 
“Fearfully and Wonderfully Made.”  It is a short book that takes a look at the amazing way in which we are 
knit together as human beings.  It also explores the ways in which one can to dig into the mystery that is 
our God and begin to get glimpses of who God is and how we might serve that greater Divine plan.   

Blending together both faith and science Yancey and Brand tackle some human issues such as 
individual feelings of inadequacy, how we struggle to work with others, and the way in which our flaws 
make us beautifully unique and dependent on our Creator.  They are issues many of us struggle with from 
time to time.  The book does not give answers as to how to deal with them, but instead shows how these 
things may actually be a part of God’s plan as well as wonderful tools in which to serve our Lord and 
others. 

The book also goes into how the metaphor of the Church as the Body of Christ is shown in the example 
of how the human body interacts.  How the rigid internal skeleton (the traditions, rites and rules the church 
is built upon) are as needed and symbiotic as the fleshy outer covering of the skin (our theologies, missions, 
and continued evangelism to bring in new members) which is permeable, taking in air and water, while 
protecting the inner workings from the elements and disease.  How the body working as a unit fends off 
internal attacks from other parts of the body and outside forces.  All of which uses the Apostle Paul’s 
metaphor of the church as the body of Christ and while taking it to new understandings based on our new 
understandings through science of how the body works. 

All of this is explored in a style and language that is easily understood and fun to read.  If you are 
looking for a book that will stretch your understanding of us as humans and our relationship to our Creator, 
then this is a book I would highly recommend.  It is a fun read with a wonderful message of how we were 
Fearfully and Wonderfully Made. 

 

 

The WWF Is Coming to Roberts UCC 

No, it is not the World Wrestling Federation coming to our church, but we will still be wrestling…with 
Scripture that is.  The WWF is Wednesday Word and Fellowship.  I have had several requests to do a Bible 
Study similar to what we did for the Lenten Season.  So, starting Wednesday, June 6th, you will have two 
opportunities to join with sisters and brothers in studying the upcoming Scripture for the following Sunday.  
There will be a gathering at 12noon and a gathering at 6:30pm, to accommodate as many as would like to 
attend.  Each Sunday the readings for the next Sunday will be listed in the bulletin and each month the 
Scripture for that month will be listed in the Newsletter.  I hope to see you all there Starting June 6th.  The 
readings for the next month are: 

 

June 6 - Genesis 3:8-15/Psalm 130/2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1/Mark 3:20-35 

June 13 - Ezekiel 17:22-24/Psalm 92:1-4,12-15/2 Corinthians 5:6-17/Mark 4:26-34 

June 20 - Job 38:1-11/Psalm 107:1-3,23-32/2 Corinthians 6:1-13/Mark 4:35-41 

June 27 - Wisdom of Solomon 1:13-15,2:23-24/Psalm 30/2 Corinthians 8:7-15/Mark 5:21-43 



 

 

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF 

ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

May 3 , 2018 

 

PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety, they can be found in 
the Church Council binder located in the church office. 

 

Members Present: Lori Jurek, Lenore Pechuman, Roger Ray, Pastor Burt Williams, Mandy Clay, Rachel Ackley, 
Cheryl Lindquist and Margie Ricci. 
 
Meeting was called to order by Lori at 6:01 
Opening devotions were led by Rachel Ackley. 
 
MINUTES: April minutes were reviewed.  Motion was made by Rachel Ackley to approve the minutes as  
written.  Second by Mandy. Motion carries 
NEW BUSINESS: Everything has been sent to Life Touch!  Look for directories to come out. Leadership Training: 
Saturday, June 16th from 9:00-noon.  Deacons are handling food side of things.  
  
REPORTS 
Women’s Fellowship: Rummage Sale was a success!  There was great stuff dropped off to sell. Total funds raised 
was $1,115.15.  Discussion on what missions will be donated to after the fall sale.  Coffee Fellowship set-up for next 
3 months.  Looking for ideas or suggestions for the monthly dinners. 
 
Christian Education: Award Sunday to be held May 20th.   On Sunday, April 29th the kids were asked to trace 
hands of the congregation members, Pastor Burt has a plan.  Going through the Roberts Good Neighbor Days  
Parade. VBS is being planned titled, #Jesus.  Supper will be served from 5:15-6:00pm.  Looking for food donations 
& cooks.  This will be a “FAMILY” event.   The whole church family is invited. 
 
Deacons: Glenn is following up with Jason Foulks about streaming worship services.  August 19th the church will 
celebrate 10 years being in our current building. A Birthday party is being planned for after church. Revamping  
volunteer list to add nursery attendants. Rather than passing the clipboards around, deacons are talking to the  
congregation directly about signing up to volunteer.  Went over vacation time for Pastor Burt.  Talked about making 
a display to store historical artifacts.  Good Neighbor Days Church Service to be held Sunday, June 3rd service 
down at the park at 9:00 am  
 
SHIFT: New group in Hudson called Casting Light Coalition.  This is an organization to combat human  
trafficking.  Speaker at the Hudson Middle School on Thursday, May 24th starting at 6:30.  Preparing for the Church 
Auction.  Planning the menu and serving the food on August 22nd. 
 
Treasurer: Checking Balance: $799.71; Savings Balance: $2,917.78; Mortgage Balance: $808,893.81 
 
Trustees: Kim is working 4 day week Monday-Thursday.  Will do Friday’s as needed. Talked about the sign  
needing to be leveled.  Talked about the auction and designating some of the funds to replace some of the table in 
fellowship hall.  Spring cleaning up day on Saturday, May 19th starting 9:00 am. 
 
Pastor: Good Neighbor Days service will be hosted by UCC only.  Cross is not interested. Bakken Funeral home 
stopped in yesterday and put up a sign about pre-planning meetings they have available.  Pastor Burt will be on  
vacation:  May 13-15 & 21-27, July 27-30 and August 20-Sept 2nd.  Leadership Training talk it up! 
Monday, May 7th at 6:00pm planning meeting for Shade of Autumn.  
 
Next meeting: June 7th 6:00pm 

 June Devotions: Lori Jurek 
Motion made Mandy Clay  
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Please join Victory and Valor for Vets Project and 

Cracked Barrel Winery on June 2 from 2-7 for our 1st 

Annual “Flag Retirement Ceremony and Vietnam  

Veterans Commemorative Presentation” (at 3:30pm). 

Bring in your old flags for proper disposal and have 

the opportunity to purchase a new one knowing part of 

the proceeds will help a Veteran. 

 

This is a free admission event with food, wine, beer, pop, and much more available to  

purchase. “Come enjoy the beautiful setting of Cracked Barrel Winery while sipping wine, 

enjoying food by Big Guys Barbecue, playing games, and looking over and bidding on the 

many silent auction items, and much more!” This is a dog friendly event. Check it out on our 

website: victoryandvalorforvets.org/events/ 
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     Congratulations to our SCC High 
School graduates: 

Mckenzie Budrow  

Josie Armagost  

Brianna Rolling  

Jessie Kinney 

       Collin Nelson and Tyler Miller. 

 

Congratulations to our college graduates:              

 

Ryley Jurek graduating from UW-Stout 

with a B.S. in Vocational Rehabilitation. 

Tiana Ferrick graduating 
from UW-Eau Claire 
with an M.S. She will be 
starting her career as a 
speech and language 
pathologist at Rice Lake 
hospital. 
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Shine on All Summer Long – 2018 Trustees Message 
 

After a seriously long wait for summer, we are all ready for the warm weather fun ahead… camping, 
vacations, graduations, weddings, swimming, sports, and the list goes on.  As we enjoy all that fun, let’s all 
remember the great things happening in our church family as we work together to build this church home year 
‘round.  When we build together, everyone’s contribution counts.  Every brick and window, every shingle and 
paver needs to be in place to make a home complete.  And every family member is missed when they are 
gone. 

It’s not just a good idea to remember RUCC as we enjoy our summer fun - it’s vital to keeping the church 
financially on track.  From paying the mortgage to keeping the lights on to paying our staff, all of our prayers, 
resources and contributions are important so we can gather for worship and mission. 

Here are some ways we can each continue contributions this summer, even when we are away: 

First of all, please keep this church family in prayer no matter where you are in God’s creation.  Prayers from 
a boat, a dock, the back deck – all reach the ears of God.  Pray especially for guidance in our ministry ahead 
and that all of our planning and purpose will be pleasing to God. 

Secondly, consider making a special contribution.  Summer is a difficult financial time for the church as many 
folks travel– and that is especially the case this year.  We have utilized reserve funds to meet expenses and 
anticipate a budget gap if that trend continues. We will need every member to consider ways to help overcome 
the summer slumps as much as they are able.  Here are some ideas to consider: 

Adopt a monthly mortgage payment.  The 2017-2019 “Adopt a Mortgage Campaign” goal was $25,000.  

We had $15,000 pledged and paid in 2017.  We have another $5,000 pledged 2018. We are so 
close to meeting that 3-year pledge goal!  Can you be the 
family that helps close that gap by the end of summer by 
pledging an amount above your normal giving for this 
campaign?  Pick up a purple “YES WE CAN” sheet in the fellowship area and pledge 

your support. 
 
“Fill the gap” donation.  If you are able, please consider a one-time donation over and above your normal 

giving this summer.  If every family considered investing an extra donation that fits their budget, it 
would make a huge impact 

 
Electronic Payment. Assure your giving pledge is counted all year long… even when you are away… 

through electronic payment.  Some members set this up through their banks, and some participate in a 
monthly electronic funds transfer (EFT) initiated by the church.  Forms for EFT are available at church 
or can be requested from the office.  

 
Participate in fundraisers.  Purchase gift cards through the SCRIP program, get ready for some auction 

fun, a fall event, and check out the website for other easy ways to support Roberts UCC.   

Finally…  Thank you to each one of you for making Roberts UCC a valued part of our community.  

Your support through prayer, participation, and provision is the heart of our ministry together.  
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Treasurer’s Report  
 
 
Notes from the Treasurers: 

Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church 
office if anyone is interested in more specifics. 

 
General Fund Financial Summary as of April 30, 2018 

 

 Income/Contributions  $58,637.53  

 Adopt A Mortgage  2,023.00  

 Fundraising income   4,282.48 

 Interest  2.61  

 Total income  69,945.62  

 Expenses  63,676.89  

 Transfers from other accounts  4,282.02  

 Net General Fund Activity  $5,550.75 

 

Assets Liabilities & Equity 
 Checking  $2,140.32  Accrued expenses  $190.83  

 Savings  2,917.78 Bank mortgage balance 802,342.51  

 SCRIP Account/Card inventory  2,689.39  Member mortgage balances  150,000.00  

 Total General Accounts  7,747.49  Total liabilities  952,533.34  

 Other bank accounts  40,983.04  

 Fixed assets  1,874,642.28  Equity  970,839.47  

 Total Assets  $1,923,372.81  

 Total Liabilities & Equity  $1,923,372.81 

 

SPRING  
RUMMAGE  

UPDATE 
     

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped 
make our spring rummage sale a huge success!  
We took in $1,115.15 before expenses, which 
will be donated to the general fund to go  
towards church missions. 

A special thank you to all of our dedicated  

workers, to everyone who contributed items to 

sell and to all who came out to shop.  This event 

couldn’t happen without all of you.  Mark your 

calendars for the fall rummage sale on Friday, 

Sept. 14th and Saturday Sept. 15th, 2018. 

Please Come and Join Us in  
Celebrating Tori William’s  

Graduation!! 

We will be gathering here at the church 
after service on June 10th with food  

being served from 11:30am-2:30pm that 
day. Everyone is invited so please come 

help us celebrate!! 



 

Got Inspiration??  

Monthly Photo Contest coordinated by SHIFT! 

 
The rules stay the same, but the theme changes  

monthly! 

June: Honor 

Photos due by the 10th of each month. 
 

 Contest rules: 
  1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net 
  2. Include what it was about the photo that you found inspiring 
  3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person 
  4. SHIFT! Reserves the right to add age categories based on participation 
  5. Contest open to both members and friends of Roberts UCC 

 

 Other information: 

  1. Photos will be presented on the church Facebook page & Website 

  2. Winning photos will be printed and displayed at church 

  3. Photos may also be used in the PowerPoint during worship 

  4. Winning photos may be sold at church as an art auction fundraiser 

  5. Further questions?  Contact:  Lori Jurek, Rachel Ackley or Sonya Jansma 
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Graduation is coming 
 

We would like to honor our 

Graduates on June 10, 2018, 

but we don’t know who all of  

them are. If you know of  

someone that has graduated this 

year, please get their name to  

Rachel Ackley 

by June 3. 

High School 

College 

Military… 

mailto:sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net
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Roberts UCC Prayer List  

 

Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list. 

 

Vi Dull Marge Wolske Marilyn Hayes    Lisa Briess      Evelyn Wood Funkhouser 

Jackie Hunter Beth Wolske                   Sheryl Johnson  Charlie Grupe 

Jean Foster  Jane Getzie Ted Kill  Tony Kill   

                                    

   *     Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement 

         *     At Baldwin Care Center:  Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink 

         *    Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list. 

 

Our prayers are with the families of Shirley Bierbaum  

and Charlie Logas 

who entered Life Triumphant in May.       

  

       
      
 

Celebrating June Birthdays 

 

Celebrating June  

Anniversaries 

 
 

    

  

Please contact the church office if we have missed 
your birthday, anniversary, or have any correc-

tions to update. 

 

1 Meghan Ament 

       Carter Anderson 

2     Reanna Gullixson 

4  Kyle Hoyer          

10   Eldon Myer 

       Tyler Ackley 

       Conner Hansen 

12    Ross Stone 

14 McKenzie Budrow 

17 Carol McKinley 

18  James Cave 

20 Fred Kuebker  

      Judy Snoeyenbos 

21 Patty Johnson 

      Margaret Wolske 

23 Marcy Sain 

24 Anne Loewel 

27 Joe Sain 

28 Kelsey Jurek 

29 Marcia Graf 

      Gloria Myer 

4 Dan & Beth Rogers 

8  Charlie & Mary Grupe 

9  Doug & Audrey Ackley 

14  Pastor Burt & Toni Williams 

 David & Cheryl Lindquist 

18  Margaret & Bill Cave 

20 Eldon & Gloria Myer 

21  Margie & Bob Ricci 

22  Ashley & Ross Stone 

30  Gordon & Deanna Gallati 

 Joe & Cindy Schultz 



 

Coming up in July: 

July 25 Red Cross Blood Drive 

June 2018 

Food Pantry Hours: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am 

Wednesdays     6:30-8:00 pm 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 
  

2 
  

3 

9am Good  

Neighbor Days  

Service in the Park 

Note service time! 

No activities at 
RUCC 

4 
  

5 

 6:30pm Deacons 

6 
  

7 

 6pm Council 

8 
  

9 
  

10 

10am  

Worship/Graduate 

Recognition 

SCRIP Orders Due 

11am Tori William’s 

Graduation Party 

11 
 6:30pm SHIFT @ 

Toni Williams 

12 

 10am Care Center 

13 
  

14 Flag Day 

 6pm CE 

15 
  

16 
 9am Leadership 

Retreat 

17  

 10am Worship 

 11:30am PPRC 

18 
  

19 
  

20 

 Newsletter  

Deadline 

21  

 6pm Trustees 

 5:30pm SHIFT @ 

Grace Place 

22 
  

23 
 8am Mental Health 

First Aid Training 

24 

 10am Worship 

  SCRIP Orders Due 

25 
  

26 
  

27 
  

28 
  

29 
  

30 
  

Annual Meeting of WI Conference Green Lake  

Conference Center Deforest, WI 


