Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

July 2018
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Vacation Bible School
#JESUS: Share the Story
August 5 – 8, 2018
Supper served at 5:15 p.m.; Activities end at 8:00 p.m.

ALL AGES WELCOME!!
FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!!
*We would love members of the congregation to be involved in the fun.

Enjoy fun skits, songs and activities. Please join us!
Registration Form can be found on page 2.
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023

Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org

VBS REGISTRATION FORM

August 5-8, 2018
COST: $10.00/child or $25.00/family

(scholarships available upon request, contact Mandy Clay at memory41@mail.com)

PLEASE REPLY TO MANDY CLAY, at the above email address by July 30th so we
can get a head count for meals and supplies
Name(s), age(s) and T-shirt size(s):
________________________________________

________________________________________

_______________________________________

________________________________________

_______________________________________

________________________________________

_______________________________________

________________________________________

Street Address: ___________________________________________________
City: ___________________________ State: _________

Zip: ______________

Home Phone: __________________________ Cell phone: _________________________
email: _______________________________________________________________
Number of family members participating: _________________
Would parent(s) be willing to help? Y or N
In what capacity? ______________________________________________________________
Allergies or other medical conditions? ______________________________________________
Parent Locator
If you will not be at church or at home, please provide your cell phone number above or a number where you may be
reached in case of emergency. Phone: _____________________
I give permission for my child to participate in activities sponsored by Roberts UCC
on grounds. In the event that I cannot be reached during an emergency, please seek medical assistance for
my child and contact: _______________________ Relationship: __________________ Phone: _______________ ; or
___________________ Relationship: ___________________ Phone _____________________
Child's Physician ______________________________________
Hospital Preference ______________________
Medical Insurance Company Policy Info. ______________________________________
Photo Release
From time to time we take photos of people participating in church events for our newsletter or other in-church publicity,
such as on bulletin boards or our church website (no names are posted with website pictures). Unless we hear specifically
from you on this form (or in some other written form) we will assume we have your permission to photograph or video your
child(ren) while in the course of church activities.
I do___ /do not____ give permission for my child(ren) named
above to be photographed ____/videotaped ___ during church activities. Pictures may ___ / may not ___ be posted on
Roberts Cong. UCC website.

Signature of Parent or Guardian: _____________________________________________
Date: ____________________
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Featured Article: CE
One of our objectives this year, in our featured
article, is to help the congregation learn about the featured
board and a little bit more about the people serving on
that board. This month our featured board members are
Michelle Hansen and Mandy Clay.
Hi, I am Michelle Hansen and I am currently serving as
co-chair and secretary of the Christian Education Board. I
have been married to David Hansen for 15 years. We
have a beautiful boy together, Ryan Hansen (11 years
old). Where does the time go? In any spare time I have, I
like to scrapbook, knit hats, and hot pads on a loom. I
work in Medical records at Summit Orthopedics. I am so
thankful to all of you for your love, kind words and
prayers during my work transition last year. I like being
on the C.E. Board as I am able to share my love of being
with kids. Fun Fact: for many years in school I wanted to
become a teacher.
Hi, my name is Mandy Clay. I am the Co-Chair of the
CE Board. I have been a lifelong member of the Church

(with the exception of the 10 years that we lived in
Florida). I have been married to my husband Mark for 38
years this August. We met in Germany where we were
both stationed in the US Army. We have four children,
three boys and one girl, a son-in-law, daughter-in-law and
four grandchildren, 2 boys and 2 girls. I work at the New
Richmond Walmart and have been with that company for
23 years. I have been involved in Christian Education in
some capacity for approximately the past 20 years or so
since my two youngest have been small children, either
on the board (I have been on twice now), as Sunday
School Coordinator or teacher; the time has sure
flown! In my spare time I am involved in the St. Croix
County Fair, as Superintendent of the Open Class Food
and Nutrition department and for the past two years the
Open Class Committee Chair. I also am the secretary/
treasurer of a Tuesday night bowling league in Baldwin
during the fall and winter months.

10 Year Anniversary Celebration
Join us as we prepare to celebrate 10 years in our new church. In celebration of this occasion, we are planning
a variety of events.
For any that would like to join us, we will be having a picnic after service on August 19. The deacons will be
providing corn on the cob, but would like everyone to pitch in with their favorite picnic dish to share. We will
have a grill or 2 available if you would like to bring something to grill.
For the creative members, we are holding a Faith Booster contest. We are seeking 12 members (aka disciples)
to design, paint, decorate, and donate a step stool. The stools can be painted with inspiring quotes, designs,
graphics, or anything the designer finds inspiring.
Each stool is expected to be unique and inspiring based on the disciples own faith. To participate please sign
up at church or contact Kim in the office. Wooden stools are preferred but other creative materials can be
faith boosting too.
Stools will be displayed starting on Sunday August 5. Prizes will be awarded at the 10 year celebration
on August 19.
For those that like to play, we will have a variety of games available along with a craft table for the littles that
come and those that are little at heart.
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“Our mission is to CONNECT with GOD,
as we LIVE by FAITH, are KNOWN BY LOVE,
and CULTIVATE HOPE.”
—Roberts Congregational UCC Mission Statement
I, as a pastor, am always fascinated by the words we as churches use to describe ourselves and our missions
in the world God has created for us. I know as a congregation you have been using this mission statement
for a while now and I wonder how many people have given it much thought since it has been adopted as the
official mission statement of this congregation. It is a wonderful piece of work and one I hope all of us will
give a little thought to in the months ahead.
I thought this month I would go through and show what I have found so interesting about what has been
constructed within this statement as someone new coming in from the outside of the congregation. The
statement itself can be broken into two very distinct threads “Our Goals/Desires” and “God’s Call” on our
lives. These two are interwoven so nicely and have a great deal of theology behind them; which really is
the point of this article overall. Most people think you need to have a seminary education to do theology.
This simply is not true. The word Theology comes from the Greek Theologia; made up from Theo, “God,”
and Logos, “Speech.” In other words, Theology is simply a “discourse about God.” And this mission
statement is loaded with it.
Let’s start with God’s Call as seen by us through our mission statement: FAITH, HOPE, and LOVE. These
themes are found throughout Scripture, but we will focus mainly on 1 Corinthians 13 as it is very concise
about these topics. We will start with he obvious 13:13, “And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
and the greatest of these is love.” These are God’s gifts to us which we are to use to become more Godlike. Or, to use the imagery of Paul from this chapter, we are the mirror which others see God dimly in.
We are given these gifts for this purpose. We have no entitlement to them or have done nothing special to
receive them, they are the gifts of God. God gives them and then calls us to use them to “…make disciples
of all nations…” (Matthew 28:19). What I find interesting here is not these gifts though. It is the way in
which other ideas of God are so intricately woven into the statement without being spoken directly. We are
the “image of God” to the world. We are not God, but are known by the world as God by how we use these
gifts in participating in the creation of the “New Heaven” and “New Earth” talked about by John in the
book of Revelation (chapter 21). It also conveys our understanding of ourselves as Children of God on a
journey toward a more adult understanding and relationship with our God, CONNECTING with GOD.
“When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an
adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly,[b] but then we will see face to face.
Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.”
— 1 Corinthians 13:11-12
Now whether this was done consciously, or was the word working within and through the congregation in
the creation of the mission statement, is inconsequential. The Spirit moved within those writing and those
adopting in order to tell the world what Roberts Congregational UCC believes about God. Much the same
way that Scripture and Sermons touch people in different ways and at different levels depending on where
they are at and what they need to hear. Each of these pieces can be easily seen by those visiting and
reading them. They may not see all of them, but they are there for helping people CONNECT with us and
what we believe and therefore with God through us.
Cont. on pg. 5
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This leads us to Our Goals/Desires: CONNECT, LIVE, KNOWN BY, and CULTIVATE. What we believe about
those gifts and our God moves us to desire a closer CONNECT-ion with our God. It causes us to want to be that
mirror image of God as we LIVE our lives. It develops in us a desire to be KNOWN BY both God and the world to
spread that LOVE God has gifted us with. In this world we will not always get that right as Paul so aptly states in 1
Corinthians 13:12 about being partially known now and fully known when our time comes to be with God.
The final piece is in the CULTIVATE statement. Though Paul is right that the greatest of the gifts we receive is
LOVE, the one which is the greatest gift we can give to the world is that of HOPE. LOVE is the power God uses to
create/cultivate hope within us and others. As those seeds grow and people are able to read this statement, they are
able to see the HOPE God is asking us to maintain for others. It speaks volumes about the calling God has given us.
We are not just to receive these gifts, but to use them in order to better those around us.
It is here that as a newcomer and a leader I get most excited. Watching the way in which people within this family of God known as Roberts Congregational UCC wrestle with living this mission statement out at so many levels.
As they develop their connections with God through study, service, or worship, or they find ways to live out their
faith in their daily lives; or continue to work on their growing edges around love and let others see that work; or
share in the continued work of creating and cultivating hope for others; they speak volumes of theology to the world.
God bless each of you as you continue to find your way on this journey of faith. May all we do individually and
as a congregation always strive to follow and fit this mission statement. I encourage all of us to intentionally think
about it as we make the decisions we do daily about our individual journeys and the journey we take together as a
church family.
-Pastor Burt
Wednesday Word and Fellowship (WWF)
Greetings all:
Our WWF has been a wonderful experience so far. We have a had a good attendance and I look forward to it
continuing to grow in the numbers reached. The study itself is a week by week thing, so if you miss a session or
two, you can easily slide right back in or join with us at any time. We have two times we meet on Wednesdays,
Noon and 6:30pm. So please come and check us out. This month we will meet every Wednesday with the exception of July 4th. Each week we look at the scripture for the upcoming Sunday. Here are this month’s readings:
July 4th - Off
July 11th - Amos 7:7-15/Psalm 85:8-13/Ephesians 1:3-14/Mark 6:14-29
July 18th - Jeremiah 23:1-6/Psalm 23/Ephesians 2:11-22/Mark 6:30-34,53-56
July 25th - 2 Kings 4:42-44/Psalm 145:10-18/Ephesians 3:14-21/John 6:1-21
Aug 1st -

Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15/Psalm 78:23-29/Ephesians 4:1-16/John 6:24-35

We look forward to seeing as many as are able to make it. Peace and God bless!
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MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
June 7 , 2018
PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety, they can be found in
the Church Council binder located in the church office.

Members Present: Lori Jurek (moderator), Michelle Hansen (Christian Ed) Rachel Ackley (Deacons), Pastor Burt
Williams, Margie Ricci (Treasurer) Nancy Kirouac (Trustees) & Cheryl Lindquist (Church Clerk). Missing:
Women’s Fellowship.
Meeting was called to order by Lori at 6:00 pm
Devotions: Lead by Lori Jurek
Minutes: May minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Rachel to approve minutes as written and seconded by
Michelle. Motion carried.
New Business
Directory: Lori sent corrections and will see another version to proof
Leadership Meeting: Saturday, June 16th from 9:00-noon. So far a low number has responded.
“For Heaven's Sake Let’s Play Bingo” fall festival for this year. Saturday, October 20th at the Park Building.
Reports
Women’s Fellowship: Nothing at this time.
Christian Education: Getting ready for VBS.
Deacons: Leadership meeting: There will be breakfast served. Working on a prayer wall getting everything lined up
to move forward. Pulpit supply set while Burt is on vacation. Birthday party for church is August 19th. Idea to
have a stool painting contest with the theme of “stepping up your faith”. Sign up for 1 of 12 stools to represent the
12 disciples.
SHIFT!: Served dinner at Grace Place on June 21st. Other items working on are the church auction, VBS and Fall
Festival.
Treasurer: Checking balance: $762.81, Savings balance: $2,917.89 & Mortgage balance $798,624.32
Trustees: Getting quotes for carpeting in the sanctuary and the alter. Sign leveling still has no updates but still being
worked on.
Pastors Report: There is a NEED in the area with housing, food, transportation etc. all age groups. What are ideas
and community awareness that we can but together. Testing waters with Wednesday Bible study. Being offered at
noon and 6:30.
Other Business
Nancy made a motion to drop the July meeting and seconded by Rachel. Motion carries.
Next meeting in August 2nd at 6:00
August devotional lead by Michelle Hansen
Motion was made by Nancy to adjourn at 7:09 pm.
Respectfully submitted by:
Cheryl Lindquist Church Clerk
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Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers:
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church
office if anyone is interested in more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of May 31, 2018
YTD
Income/Contributions
$11,666.74
Adopt A Mortgage
10,387.33
Fundraising income
289.17
Interest
.30
Total income
22,343.54
Expenses
20,354.02
Transfers from other accounts
400.00
Net General Fund Activity
$2,389.52

2018-05

Assets
Checking
$762.87
Savings
2,917.78
SCRIP Account/Card inventory
3,189.89
Total General Accounts
6,870.54
Other bank accounts
39,273.98
Fixed assets 1,874,642.28
Total Assets $1,920,786.80

$70,025.02
12,410.33
4,119.20
2.91
86,557.46
84,009.64
4,682.02
$7,229.84

Liabilities & Equity
Accrued expenses
Bank mortgage balance
Member mortgage balances
Total liabilities

$327.05
798,624.32
150,000.00
948,951.37

Equity

970,835.43

Total Liabilities & Equity $1,920,786.80

Our first Sunday will be September 9
**Note new time 8:45-9:45**
Ages 3 and up welcome!
We hope to see you there!!

Church Auction!!
Wednesday, August 22, 2018
1001 Birch Drive, Roberts, WI
Bake Sale & Food Stand 4:00 pm
Auction

Mark Your Calendar . . . FMSC manna meal
packing is Saturday August 18, 9:00 - 11:00
AM. Fifteen spots have been reserved for this date,
please consider signing up for it. If questions and
wanting to sign up, contact Jo Fenstermaker
call/text/email (612-437-7890 fenstrmakerjo@gmail.com)
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5:00 pm

Donations needed!! Popular items include: gift
baskets, fresh produce, hand-crafted items, quality
household goods, tickets to sporting events, gift
certificates to area businesses, etc.
Donations and questions can be directed to Bill
Snoeyenbos at 715-425-6730.

Got Inspiration??
Monthly Photo Contest coordinated by SHIFT!
The rules stay the same, but the theme changes
monthly!

July: Shadows
Photos due by the 10th of each month.
Contest rules:
1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net
2. Include what it was about the photo that you found inspiring
3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person
4. SHIFT! Reserves the right to add age categories based on participation
5. Contest open to both members and friends of Roberts UCC

Other information:
1. Photos will be presented on the church Facebook page & Website
2. Winning photos will be printed and displayed at church
3. Photos may also be used in the PowerPoint during worship
4. Winning photos may be sold at church as an art auction fundraiser
5. Further questions? Contact: Lori Jurek, Rachel Ackley or Sonya Jansma

Date: Saturday, October 20
Time: 3:00 to 7:00pm
Location: Community Park Building, Roberts WI
Invite your friends & family for Bingo!, Meat Raffles, 50/50s, Food Stand, and Cash Prize
Raffle Drawings.
To purchase or help sell Raffle tickets, contact:
Sonya Jansma (715-684-9661)
Lori Jurek (715-386-3214) or
Kim @ Church Office (715-749-3225)
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Roberts UCC Prayer List
Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.
Vi Dull

Marge Wolske

Marilyn Hayes

Lisa Briess

Evelyn Wood Funkhouser

Jackie Hunter

Beth Wolske

Sheryl Johnson

Charlie Grupe Gary Larson

Jean Foster

Jane Getzie

Ted Kill

Tony Kill

Cecil Brighton

Julie Johnson

Lyle Johnson

Mark Kramer

Gail Cotterman

*

Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement

*

At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink

*

Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list.

Celebrating July Birthdays

Celebrating July
Anniversaries

3

Terry Dull

19

Nancy Waughtal

5

Jamie Delander

20

Lowell Johnson

9

Laura & Charles Hahr

7

Steve Mueller

21

Sonya Jansma

10

Kate & Kevin Kapaun

Wil Ronnander

23

Doug Ackley

13

Joe & Marcy Sain

Alaina Sain

14

Jerry & Connie Mueller

29

Brian & Sue Wille

8

Tiana Ferrick

9

Derek Ray

24

Pamela Kamm

11

Wendy Gonzalez

26

Nicole Vorwald

17

Joanne Libby

28

Pete Linaman

Carrie Segebrecht

Glen Nelson

Jennah Stoffel

Please contact the church office if we have missed
your birthday, anniversary, or have any
corrections to update.
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July 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4 Independence

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

10am Worship
w/Holy Communion

10am Worship
Baptism
SCRIP orders due

6:30pm SHIFT @
Meghan Ament’s

15

16

10am Care Center 12pm & 6:30pm
Bible Study
6:30pm Deacons

17

10am Worship

22

23

24

30

31

10am Worship
SCRIP orders due

29

Day
Office Closed

18

12pm & 6:30pm
Bible Study

25

12pm & 6:30pm
Bible Study
1pm Blood Drive

6pm CE

19

20

Newsletter
Deadline

21

6pm Trustees

26

27

28

10am Worship

Food Pantry Hours:

Coming up in August:

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am
Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 pm

VBS August 5-8
FMSC August 18
10 Year Celebration/Picnic August 19
Church Auction August 22
Mental Health First Aid Training Aug. 25
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