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Connections  
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ   

      August 2018 

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.  

Scripture basis:  We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our 
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3) 



 

Page 2 

 

  

“The Greatest Sermon I Never Heard…” 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.  You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.  Keep these words that I am 

commanding you today in your heart.  Recite them to your children and talk about them 
when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. – 

Deuteronomy 6:4-7 

 

While in seminary, my mentor once told me that the greatest sermons we ever preach do not have one 
single word written or spoken…they are the lives we live and the way we show God is working in and 
through us.  Too often that statement is lost on most of us.  We are good at giving advice, at teaching 
others, but when it comes to living what we teach, we are not so spectacular.  Then when everything is said 
and done, we wonder where we went wrong. 

When I first arrived here at Roberts UCC, I spent a few months just getting a feel for who people were 
and asking questions about what seemed important to people here.  Almost always I would get one of two 
responses from people.  The first was, “We want to see more young people in church.”  And the second 
was, “We would like to see more of the congregation get involved with things.”  As a side note, these are 
the most common responses in the greater church as well. 

I have extremely good news for you all.  These are both very doable goals.  They are also goals which 
are not extremely hard to accomplish, although they will take some time.  These are goals which fit within 
the mandate of God as well.  Funny how that seems to come together so often.  We innately know what it is 
God is asking of us, even if we do not always recognize it.  We have many good opportunities coming up 
quickly for this as well.  We have our Church Auction, 10 Year Celebration, Women’s Fellowship 
Rummage Sale, Fall Fundraiser, Monthly Meals, Stewardship Drive, and many other opportunities.  The 
one I would like to focus on today is our Vacation Bible School (VBS). 

As I stated at the start of this article, we teach more by what we do than what we say.  Our VBS this 
year is meant to be a Church Family event.  Meaning that it is for all of us to partake in.  Imagine what 
messages we put across to the children and their families when we come to attend such events.  “You are 
welcome here.”  “We care about you.”  “You are important to us and to God.”  “We want to get to know 
you.” 

I know that for many years most of the greater church has used VBS as simply a tool for teaching 
children about God and by all means that is the major focus.  At the same time, there are life lessons taught 
through the relationships we build during events like this.  So, what are some ways in which you can 
participate in VBS?  There are the usuals, help with serving food and cleanup or help with arts, crafts and 
activities.  There are a good number of other things though that you can also help with: participating in 
skits; sitting with kids during story time, meal time, etc; participating with kids during music time; helping 
us get kids to and from various activities; taking pictures and getting them to us for nightly review of the 
night before and for the website; talking with kids about what you are learning about during VBS; being a 
cheering section for the kids as they do things; taking time to get to know some of the parents and others in 
attendance; just being you and being present. 

The larger our group is, the higher the excitement gets.  The more participation, the more others see 
how much you care about those who are there.  Sometimes, simply being present shows more than a 
thousand activities, songs and stories.  It is the greatest sermon you can give. 

One last note.  At every baptism we as a congregation take a vow: 

Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, support, and care  
to the one about to be baptized as he/she lives and grows in Christ?  

Here is one of many ways in which you can do that while having a little fun and learning somethings 
along the way. 

-Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Burt 



 

 

10 Year Anniversary Celebration 
Join us as we prepare to celebrate 10 years in our new church.  In celebration of this occasion, we are planning 
a variety of events. 
 

For any that would like to join us, we will be having a picnic after service on August 19. The deacons will be 
providing corn on the cob, but would like everyone to pitch in with their favorite picnic dish to share. We will 
have a grill or 2 available if you would like to bring something to grill. 

 
For the creative members, we are holding a Faith Booster contest. We are seeking 12 members (aka disciples) 
to design, paint, decorate, and donate a step stool.  The stools can be painted with inspiring quotes, designs, 

graphics, or anything the designer finds inspiring. 
 
Each stool is expected to be unique and inspiring based on the disciples own faith.  To participate please sign 

up at church or contact Kim in the office.  Wooden stools are preferred but other creative materials can be 
faith boosting too. 
 

Stools will be displayed starting on Sunday August 5.  Prizes will be awarded at the 10 year celebration 
on August 19. 
 

For those that like to play, we will have a variety of games available along with a craft table for the littles that 
come and those that are little at heart.  
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All the women of the church membership are  
automatically part of the Women’s Fellowship and we 
encourage men to participate if they so desire. 

The Women’s Fellowship helps the church financially 
and offers help to the church in other ways, as well as  
service to the wider community.  It is with the money that 
we make from our rummage sales, bake sales and  
monthly dinners that we are able to reach out to help  
others in our own community and continue the church’s 
mission. 

We have a committee from our membership who serves 
lunch at funerals held at our church. 

We serve coffee fellowship after church services the 4th 
Sunday of each month. 

We hold a monthly community dinner.  Committees are 
assigned each year with 8-10 people on a committee.  We 
assign a chairperson and co-chair to each committee and 
it is their responsibility to contact the other assigned  
committee members and prepare a meal for the  
community.  We hold suppers each month on the first 
Thursday of most months, with the exception of June,  
July and October.  Our next monthly meal will take place 

on August 2, 2018 and serving will be 
from 4:30pm-6:30pm.  Take outs are available.  Cost of 
the meal is $6.00 for adults and $3.00 for children. 

We sponsor a bake sale each year at our Church Auction, 
with all proceeds going to the church.  This event is  
coming up on Wednesday, August 22nd.  Bake sale will 
begin at 4pm and the auction will start at 5pm.  Any  
donations to our sale would be greatly appreciated. 

We hold a spring and fall rummage sale at the church.  
Our next one will be held on September 14th and 15th, 
2018.  Please contact Lenore Pechuman or Judy 
Snoeyenbos if you are interested in helping. 

Our committee meets on the first Thursday of the month 
that we serve community meals.  We meet at 3pm.  This 
is an open invitation to everyone, member or  
non-member, to join us for our next meeting.  Spend an 
hour and a half with us and then stay for a great supper.  
We plan, we pray, we talk and we laugh.  We are  
definitely informal and we enjoy what we are doing.  
Come try us out on Thursday, August 2, 2018 at 3pm.  

 

Featured Article: Women’s Fellowship 
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Donations can be dropped off at: 

United Congregational Church 

1001 Birch Drive 

Roberts WI 54023 

We will be collecting through the rest of 
the summer! 

We are collecting socks and underwear for Elementary and 
Middle School students to distribute to the Saint Croix 
Central School District to benefit any student in need! 



 

 

Check out these Auction items!   
Don’t miss your chance to bid and win.   

Join us on August 22   Live Auction begins at 5:00pm 
To view additional auction items, visit us at  

https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC or http://www.robertsucc.org  
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FOOD PANTRY 
The  start of school will soon be here and with it comes the added expense of new clothes, school supplies, and  
everything else that goes along with it. If your family, or someone you know, is struggling to figure out how to meet 
that extra  expense, the food pantry is there to  provide help with the extra cost of feeding that family. All residents of 
the St. Croix Central School District who find themselves in need of a helping hand are welcome to come and check 
out the food shelf.   

Open Tues. & Thurs.  9:00 - 11:30 am  

and  

Wed.  6:30 – 8:00 pm 

WWF  
(Wednesday Word and Fellowship) 

 
During the month of August, we will only be holding the afternoon session of the WWF.  A good number of our  
regular attendees for the evening session will be gone for various events for the month so it just makes sense to do 
this.  We will also not be holding the afternoon sessions on August 22nd and 29th, as Pastor Burt will be out of the  
office those dates. We will resume the evening sessions starting the 12th of September.  Peace and God bless! 



 

Page 6 

 

COMMUNITY DINNER  
Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship  

Thursday, August 2, 2017  

4:30 - 6:30 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Menu:  

Ham Sandwiches 

Assorted Salads 

Bars 

Beverages 
 

Adults: $6.00  -  Children: $3.00   

Take out is available  

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ  

1001 Birch Drive, Roberts WI 54023      715-749-3225  

http://www.robertsucc.org 
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Treasurer’s Report  
 
 
Notes from the Treasurers: 

Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church 

 

 
 
 
 

Our first Sunday will be September 9 
**Note new time 8:45-9:45** 

Ages 3 and up welcome! 
We hope to see you there!! 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 Lifetouch Directory 
 
Our new directory has arrived and you won’t want to 
miss out on having a copy!  This is a great tool to help 
us put names to faces, identify our leadership team and 
stay connected with one another more easily.  All  
members’ and friends’ contact information was printed 
in the Family Album whether photographed or not.  If 
you had a photo taken, a complimentary copy of the 
directory is waiting for you.  However, a number of 
additional copies were ordered and can be purchased 
for just $5.00 each.  Directories are available before or 
after Sunday services or by stopping in the church  
office during business hours.  Thank you!  

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar . . .  FMSC manna meal  
packing is Saturday August 18, 9:00 - 11:00 
AM.  Fifteen spots have been reserved for this date, 
please consider signing up for it.  If questions and 
wanting to sign up, contact Jo Fenstermaker 
call/text/email (612-437-7890 -
 fenstrmakerjo@gmail.com) 

 
General Fund Financial Summary as of June 30, 2018 

YTD  

 Income/Contributions  $84,520.16    

 Adopt A Mortgage  13,233.33    

 Fundraising income 4,533.98   

 Interest  3.36    

 Total income  102,290.83    

 Expenses  98,685.88    

 Transfers from other accounts  4,682.02    

 Net General Fund Activity  $8,286.97   

 

Assets Liabilities & Equity 
 Checking  $1,962.71  Accrued expenses  $798.63  

 Savings  618.23 Bank mortgage balance 794,785.54  

 SCRIP Account/Card inventory  1,934.72  Member mortgage balances  150,000.00  

 Total General Accounts  4,515.66  Total liabilities  945,584.17  

 Other bank accounts  37,160.71  

 Fixed assets  1,874,642.28  Equity  970,734.48  

 Total Assets  $1,916,318.65  

 Total Liabilities & Equity  $1,916,318.65 



 

Got Inspiration??  

Monthly Photo Contest coordinated by SHIFT! 

 
The rules stay the same, but the theme changes  

monthly! 

August: Down by the Water 

Photos due by the 10th of each month. 
 

 Contest rules: 
  1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net 
  2. Include what it was about the photo that you found inspiring 
  3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person 
  4. SHIFT! Reserves the right to add age categories based on participation 
  5. Contest open to both members and friends of Roberts UCC 

 

 Other information: 

  1. Photos will be presented on the church Facebook page & Website 

  2. Winning photos will be printed and displayed at church 

  3. Photos may also be used in the PowerPoint during worship 

  4. Winning photos may be sold at church as an art auction fundraiser 

  5. Further questions?  Contact:  Lori Jurek, Rachel Ackley or Sonya Jansma 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   Date: Saturday, October 20   

Time: 3:00 to 7:00pm 

Location: Community Park Building, Roberts WI 

Invite your friends & family for Bingo!, Meat Raffles, 50/50s, Food Stand, and Cash Prize 

Raffle Drawings.   

 

To purchase or help sell Raffle tickets, contact:  

Sonya Jansma (715-684-9661) 

Lori Jurek (715-386-3214) or  

Kim @ Church Office (715-749-3225) 
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Roberts UCC Prayer List  

 

Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list. 

 

Vi Dull Marge Wolske Marilyn Hayes   Lisa Briess      Evelyn Wood Funkhouser 

Jackie Hunter Beth Wolske                   Sheryl Johnson  Charlie Grupe    Gary Larson 

Jean Foster  Jane Getzie Ted Kill  Tony Kill      Gail Cotterman  

Cecil Brighton                Julie Johnson                 Lyle Johnson  Mark Kramer 

  

  *     Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement 

         *     At Baldwin Care Center:  Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink 

         *    Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list. 

 

 

 

       
      
 

Celebrating August Birthdays 

 

Celebrating August  

Anniversaries 

 
 

    

  

Please contact the church office if we have missed 
your birthday, anniversary, or have any  

corrections to update. 

 

4 Mark Kramer II 

6 Donna Hadley        

7 Vi Dull 

8 Levi Johnson    

 Jacque Nelson 

11 Gage Kramer  

 Connie Mueller 

12 Dean Hansen 

 Bernie McGaver 

13  Luke Budrow 

 Stephanie Jansma 

 Dennis Segebrecht 

15 Jean  Johnson 

 Sharon Johnson 

 

16 Wes Frederick 

17 Elijah Williams 

18 Al Bohl 

19 Deanna Gallati 

20  Tim Ronnander 

21  Glenn Hall 

22  Brenda Poulin 

 Jaxson Sain 

 Ben Segebrecht 

23  Beth Rogers 

24  Mary Fern 

 Jon Weiss 

27  Alexia Anderson 

28  Nicole O’Connell 

29  Cody Ronnander 

31 Bill Schultz 

1 Dean & Glenda Hansen 

4 Jerry & Sheryl Johnson 

 Tony & Angie Nelson 

5 Pete & Meghan Ament 

6 James & Sonya Jansma 

8  Walt & Donna Lamson 

15  Connie & Rusty Cox 

17  Bill & Judy Snoeyenbos 

19  Dennis & Mary Thorsen 

 Jon & Erin Weiss 

 Krysta & Kyle Hoyer 

20  Lowell & Sharon Johnson 

23  Mark & Mandy Clay 

24  Jo & Rick Fenstermaker 

27  Rick & Christie Risberg 

30 Dick & Pat Colbeth 



 

Coming up in September: 

Leadership Retreat Sept. 8 

First Day of Sunday School Sept. 9 

Handbell Choir Bake Sale Sept. 9 

Women’s Fellowship Rummage Sale Sept. 14-15 

August 2018 

Food Pantry Hours: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am 

Wednesdays     6:30-8:00 pm 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 12pm Bible Study 

2 

 3pm WF 

4:30pm Community 

Dinner 

6pm Council 

3 
  

4 
  

5 
 10am Worship 

w/Holy Communion 

Baptism 

11am Deacons Goal 

Mtg 

6 
  

7 
  

8 

 12pm Bible Study 

9 

 6pm CE 

10 
  

11 
  

12 

 10am Worship 

SCRIP Orders Due 

13 
 6:30 SHIFT @ Lori 

Jurek’s 

14 

 10am Care Center 

6:30pm Deacons 

15 

 12pm 

Bible Study 

16 
 5:30pm SHIFT @ 

Grace Place 

6pm Trustees 

Kim Out of Office 

17 
  

18 

 9am FMSC  

19 

 10am Worship 

11am PPRC 

10 Year Anniversary  

Celebration after 

service 

20 

 Newsletter  

Deadline 

21 
  

22 

 Church Auction 

23 
  

24 
  

25 
 8am Mental Health 

First Aid Training 

26 

 10AM Worship 

SCRIP Orders Due 

27 
  

28 
  

29 

 6:30pm Bell Choir 

30 
  

31 
  

  

5:15PM       VACATION     BIBLE     SCHOOL   

<———————PASTOR     BURT   ON   VACATION—————————->   

<———————PASTOR     BURT   ON   VACATION—————————->   

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/September-2018

