
 

Vacation Bible School 
A huge thank you to all those who donated and participated in this Summer’s Vacation Bible School.  

Our theme this year was #Jesus: Share the Story.  We used the social media of today in order to have fun 
talking about how God calls us, how sometimes we just need to follow, how God can do what seems  
impossible through us, and how even in the storms of life we can still follow faithfully.  Throughout our 

week our lowest night of attendance for students was 19 and the rest we had all 23 students per night giving 
us an average of 22 students per night.  Our low night for adult parents/volunteers was 17 with a high of 22 
giving us an average of 20 adults per evening.  This is a phenomenal way to start.  The following members 

of your CE Board (Mandy Clay, Michelle Hansen, Krysta Hoyer, Jenna Stoffel, and Ashley Stone) deserve a 
hardy show of appreciation for all of the hard work they have put in to make this happen.  Thank you also to 
the Deacons, SHIFT, and the Trustees for serving meals.  A special thank you to Betty and Mary Schultz for 

being there every night and helping out our final night with getting the kiddos fed!  Most of all, thank you to 
all the parents that brought their children and especially the ones who stayed to participate.  There were 
many others who made all of this possible by being in skits, acting out our stories, and just all around  

participating.  The kids had a great time and more importantly the had fun while learning!  God bless you 
all! 

 Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ 

 1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023 

 Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC 

        Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org 

Connections  
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ   

      September 2018 

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.  

Scripture basis:  We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our 
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3) 
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“Happy Anniversary!! 

It is hard to believe an entire year has passed already.  As I am writing this article, I am 
thinking back to where I was at this exact time last year.  I was packing up our van with 
various items we were going to need for our three-day trip to the hospital for Elijah’s birth 

and continuing to pack up the office and the house for our move just ten days later.  We were starting new 
adventures on so many different fronts; a new child, a new home, a new job.  And all of these things 
brought a myriad of other little complications and joys to experience.  In the short span of a year a good 
deal has happened, and I thank God for having the family I have both at home and my extended family here 
at the church.  What an amazing flow of blessings I have had the chance to experience. 

Over that year, on a personal level, I have had the joy of watching my oldest son, Uriah, begin to spread 
his wings as a young man who is now serving his country in the US Army while also working on his 
undergraduate degree.  My daughter, Tori, has graduated high school and we will be moving into her dorm 
room at UW Stout at the end of the month (I blinked, and she went from a little girl to a full-grown 
woman).  Zach…well, you have all had the chance to watch him grow and there isn’t a day that goes by 
where he doesn’t simply amaze me with one more little moment of “Yep, he’s definitely your boy Daddy.”  
Which on the child front leaves me with Elijah!  A year old already!  And the amazement that watching the 
leaps and bounds he has come in that year.  From a chubby little newborn that couldn’t even roll over on 
his own, to 100% boy who is now walking and getting into everything with that childlike curiosity all 
toddlers seem to possess.  Above all else, though, is the glue that holds all this insanity together…my wife, 
Toni!  If it were not for her, the world as I experience at home would be utter chaos.  She is the one who 
keeps all of her boys fed, dressed, and where they are supposed to be, and, in most circumstances, I am sure 
I am the hardest of the three to keep on track.  She is the place I am able to turn when I am just not sure 
what to do, often the voice of reason when I have one of my crazy “this is what I would like to do with 
Sunday’s service moments”, and my greatest cheerleader when I think there is no way I can go on.  I thank 
all of you who help remind her how important she is to all of you and how loved she is by this family and 
hope everyone realizes she makes me a much better man than I ever thought I could be.  That is the 
personal family side of things. 

On the church family side of things, it is just as crazy.  I have spent the last year trying to get to know 
all the names and faces, groups, traditions, written and unwritten rules, and amazing ministries that are here 
at Roberts United Church of Christ.  I have tried to make myself as available and open as possible to folks, 
so they could get to know me as well.  For the most part, I have tried to keep from making too many 
changes to the way things are done and just tried to get to know the how and why of what you do as a 
church family.  Maybe over the next twenty years or so, I will get all of that down.  I am amazed by the 
number of things happening here and the amount of involvement there is within the congregation.  Of 
course, there is always the desire of leadership (myself included) to increase involvement of the 
congregation in our activities, but when the day is done, this congregation is one of the healthiest I have 
served of in this regard.  You have strong leadership who serve you well (and deserve your gratitude and 
praise for the work they are doing).  You are active within both the local and surrounding communities with 
outreach.  Above all else, you are a loving and caring congregation. 

So, I just want to say, “Happy Anniversary to you all!  We have made it through the first year and I 
look forward to what the years ahead will bring!”  Thank you for all the support you have shown and 
helping my family to feel welcome and at home here.  Thank you for your caring enough to encourage me 
to take time to be with my own family.  And thank God for bringing us all together! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Burt 
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One of our objectives this year, in our featured 

article, is to help the congregation learn about the 

people who are serving on our boards. This 

month our featured board member is Wanda  

Hopkins.  

My name is Wanda Hopkins and I have attended 
Roberts United Church of Christ since 2011 and 
became a member several years later.  In 2012, I 
was asked to be a part of the Emergency  
Response Team. 

I feel very privileged to have been asked to be on 
the board of Deacons.  This is a very special  
opportunity to serve and support the church, the 
church members, as well as the community. 

I have four children and eleven grandchildren. 
My children are successful in their careers and all 
my grandchildren are working towards their  
careers and/or have already established them. 

In my younger years, my goal was to help others 
and I sought the career of nursing and it became a 
passion of mine.  I volunteer at Westfield Hospi-
tal in New Richmond in both the gift shop and on 
the HELP team and visit patients in need. 

Here at Roberts United Church of Christ ,I feel a 
great sense of belonging and I am very fond of 
everyone.  As I learn the responsibilities of the 
Deacons, I wish to serve you well.   

 

Featured Article: Deacons 

Feed My Starving Children 

Thank you to all those who signed up for FMSC food packing on Saturday, 4/14/18 - Meghan/Adele/Kiley 
Ament, Pastor Burt, Lori Jurek, and Michelle/Ryan Hansen.  Always a fun day of giving forward to the 
world at large. 

Our next packing as coming SOON as FMSC’s September volunteer numbers are down do to college  
students heading back for their studies.  It is scheduled for SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 9:00 - 11:00 
AM.  Ten spots have been reserved for this date, please consider signing up for it.  If questions and wanting 
to sign up, contact Jo Fenstermaker call/text/email (612-437-7890 - fenstrmakerjo@gmail.com). 



 

 
MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF 

ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

August 2, 2018 

PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety, they can be found in 
the Church Council binder located in the church office. 

Members Present: Lori Jurek (moderator), Michelle Hansen (Christian Ed), Pastor Burt Williams, Roger Ray (Trustees) & 
Cheryl Lindquist (Church Clerk) Lenore Pechuman (Women’s Fellowship) and Margie Ricci (Treasurer).  Missing: Deacons. 
Meeting was called to order by Lori at 5:58 pm 

Devotions: Lead by Michelle Hansen Called to Hospitality Romans 12:9-21 

Minutes: June minutes were reviewed.  Motion was made by Michelle Hansen to approve minutes as written and seconded by 
Roger Ray .  Motion carried. 
New Business 

10th Anniversary Celebration 

Door Prize Baskets: Each board donating a basket.  Each person will get a ticket for a chance to win a door prize.  Baskets 
due that day. 
12 stools are all signed up for.  Due Sunday, August 5, 2018. 
Corn on the cob & grills provided, bring a dish to pass and your own meat if you want to grill. 

Church Auction 

Donated items are starting to come in. 
Lori has website updated. 

UCC Shared Cost Program 

Subsidy program through the UCC is coming to an end.  Will end at the end of 2019. Roughly $1,200 quarterly contribution 
from UCC conference to help offset insurance.  Meeting in Eau Claire September 26th from 10-1. There will be someone 
from the National board to answer questions on what happens next.  Would like a representative from the church. Pastor 
Burt and Toni will be attending. This will add an extra $5,000 to the budget. 

Deposit only Account for website 

Trustee’s approved a DEPOSIT ONLY account for the Donate Now button on the website. Checking with Sonya Jansma to 
see where that stands. 

Leadership Training: September 8 

Boards are meeting or have met on what their responsibilities are.  Groups are getting set up. 
Reports 

Women’s Fellowship: On the calendar: Bake sale for the auction. Rummage sale September 14th & 15th.  October 25 serve 
Lions dinner. Coffee fellowship after church are the funds divided to where it says each month is donated to. 
Christian Education: Ready to roll for VBS.  September 9th is first day of Sunday School with time 8:45-9:45.  August 26th 
having a meeting with families after church. 
Deacons: Stewardship Sunday looking to tie into Fall clean up.  Wear outside clothes, have prayer and head outside to clean up. 
 Prayer Wall still being worked on. Streaming services is still being worked on, looking at publishing concerns.  May be  
recorded and then uploaded online. 
SHIFT!: Serving dinner at Grace place August 16th.  Feed My Starving Children packing August 18th.  Having a food stand at 
the auction August 22nd. There are 5 set to serve meal at VBS on Monday. Small group discussing a mystery dinner at church. 
Treasurer: June numbers: Checking balance: $1,962.71, Savings balance: $618.23 & Mortgage balance $794,785.54 

Trustees: Changing table in the men’s bathroom.  Kim asking for a list of contracts that we have for services to the church to 
check when people call about setting appointments to come in and inspect, toner for printers, etc. Roger Ray straightened the 
sign. 
Pastor’s Report: Hospital visitations has gone up and continues to rise.  Getting VBS and Sunday School prepped. Sabbatical 
needs to start being talked about.  Taking off tor 2 weeks at the end of August for some family time. Pastor/Parish committee is 
coming together nicely.    
Other Business 
 

Next meeting in September 6th at 6:00   
 

September devotional lead by Cheryl Lindquist 
 

Motion was made by Roger Ray to adjourn at 6:49pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted by: 
Cheryl Lindquist Church Clerk 
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Neighbors in Need 
 The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive on Oct. 7th, supports the UCC’s Ministries of justice 
and compassion throughout the United States. Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness 
Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. 
Through ucc.org/justice, our national Justice and Witness Ministries office offers resources, news updates, and action 
alerts on a broad spectrum of  justice issues. Working with members of the UCC Justice and Peace Action Network 
(a network of thousands of UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice and Witness continues its strong policy  
advocacy work on issues such as the federal budget, voting rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil  
liberties, and environmental justice. Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian neighbors in the UCC. 
One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). Historically,  
forebears of the UCC established churches and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Aric Kara, 
and Hocak in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern Nebraska. Today there are 20 UCC congregations 
on reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These churches and their 
pastors are supported by CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable resource for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of 
other tribes and nations who are members of other UCC congregations in the U.S. 

 

Neighbors in Need helps make A Just World for All possible. 

For this to occur, it needs your support. 

Please give generously. And remember, contributions to Neighbors in Need can be made online anytime:  
ucc.org/nin 
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Feel Good Kits! 

Demand is high, so SHIFT! will be assembling more 
kits for area elementary schools.  We would love 
your support! 

The purpose of this project is to help kiddos Feel 
Good about themselves as they start their school 
days.  Kits will include basic items they may not 
have access to at home: 

Toothbrush and toothpaste 
Hairbrush or comb 
Deodorant 
Barrettes, hair ribbons, or pony tail scrunchies 
Lotion  
Chapstick 

School nurses or counselors will give kits to students 
in need and allow them to keep their kit at school so 
they have access it to it each morning. 

If you are able to donate items or financial support 
for this project, we’d certainly appreciate it!   There 
will be a collection tote outside the sanctuary doors.  

Help Needed!   
Our friends at T.H.U.G Life are very busy right now  
providing assistance to a large number of homeless teens.  
SHIFT! will be coordinating a drive over the next few weeks 
to gather items that they could really use.  There will be a 
collection tote located outside the sanctuary for any  
donations.   

WISH LIST: 

Gas cards 
Grocery store cards 
Packable snacks/food for backpacks 
Bottled water 
Toilet Paper 
Laundry Pods 

Gas, grocery, target or Wal-Mart cards purchased through the 
SCRIP program would be a wonderful option! Any support at 
all is always greatly appreciated by Sara & her T.H.U.G Life 
team.  Thank you! 
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COMMUNITY DINNER  
Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship  

Thursday, September 6, 2018  

4:30 p.m.  - 6:30 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Menu:  

Roast Beef 

Potatoes & Gravy 

Vegetable     Dinner Rolls 

Dessert 

Beverages 

Adults: $6.00  -  Children: $3.00   

Take out is available  

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ  

1001 Birch Drive, Roberts WI 54023      715-749-3225  

http://www.robertsucc.org 
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Treasurer’s Report  
 
 

Notes from the Treasurers: 

Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church 
office if anyone is interested in more specifics. 

 
 While many have enjoyed a bit of vacation time 
this summer, our church expenses have not taken a 
break at all!  We appreciate the myriad of ways our 
members and friends continue to support Roberts 
Congregational UCC with their time, talents,  
prayers, and financial contributions. All gifts and 
methods of support are vitally important! For  
increased convenience, we’ve added a “Give Now” 
feature to our website. This button allows donors a 
simple, secure way to make a gift to the church via 
PayPal. Other easy ways to support the church  
include: 

SCRIP orders 

Family Fresh receipts 

Amazon Smile purchases 

Go Buy Local 

Find out more about these programs by visiting the 
GIVING tab at www.robertsucc.org  

FALL RUMMAGE SALE 

 

 

 
RUCC Fellowship Hall 

1001 Birch Drive Roberts, WI   

Friday, Sept. 14   8:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Saturday, Sept. 15  8:00 am - 10:30 am 

Drop off dates… 

Monday - Thursday, Sept. 10 – Sept. 13 

Time  1:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

 Questions: call Lenore Pechuman at 715-749-3836 

LUNCH WILL BE AVAILABLE  

 

 
General Fund Financial Summary as of July 31, 2018 

YTD  

 Income/Contributions  $99,105.51    

 Adopt A Mortgage  15,233.33    

 Fundraising income 4,316.00   

 Interest  3.68    

 Total income  118,658.52    

 Expenses  112,037.55    

 Transfers from other accounts  5,082.02    

 Net General Fund Activity  $11,702.99   

 

Assets Liabilities & Equity 
 Checking  $2,794.67  Accrued expenses  $175.92  

 Savings  168.23 Bank mortgage balance 790,931.56  

 SCRIP Account/Card inventory  1,502.09  Member mortgage balances  150,000.00  

 Total General Accounts  4,464.99  Total liabilities  941,107.48  

 Other bank accounts  36,179.62  

 Fixed assets  1,874,642.28  Equity  974,179.41  

 Total Assets  $1,915,286.89  

 Total Liabilities & Equity  $1,915,286.89 



 

Got Inspiration??  

Monthly Photo Contest  
coordinated by SHIFT! 

The rules stay the same, but the 
   theme changes monthly! 

September: Taking Flight 

Photos due by the 10th of each month. 
Contest rules: 
1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-
telecom.net 
2. Include what it was about the photo that you found 
inspiring 
3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person 
4. SHIFT! Reserves the right to add age categories based 
on participation 
5. Contest open to both members and friends of Rob-
erts UCC 
Other information: 
1. Photos will be presented on the church Facebook 
page & Website 
2. Winning photos will be printed and displayed at 
church 
3. Photos may also be used in the PowerPoint during 
worship 
4. Winning photos may be sold at church as an art auc-
tion fundraiser 
5. Further questions?  Contact:  Lori Jurek, Rachel  
Ackley or Sonya Jansma 

 
 

 

 

 

   Date: Saturday, October 20   

Time: 3:00 to 7:00pm 

Location: Community Park Building, Roberts WI 

Invite your friends & family for Bingo!, Meat Raffles, 50/50s, Food Stand, and Cash Prize Raffle 

Drawings.   

To purchase or help sell Raffle tickets, contact:  

Sonya Jansma (715-684-9661) 

Lori Jurek (715-386-3214) or  

Kim @ Church Office (715-749-3225) 
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NEWS FROM CHRISTIAN  
EDUCATION 

Hello All- 

Where did the summer go? With summer ending and 
school starting, so does Sunday School. We are very  
excited to continue our fun with the kids at a new time!  

 

Mark your Calendars! 

Rally Sunday and the 1st Day of  Sunday 
School are on September 9. 

**Note our new time from 8:45-9:45** 

 

We are using the curriculum this year called Deep Blue: 
One Room Sunday School. We can’t wait to teach our 
kiddos more about Jesus and watch them grow in faith. If 
you are willing to help us teach our kiddos, please see a 
CE member. There will also be a sign up sheet at church. 

Kind Regards, 

Michelle Hansen, CE Co-Chair 

mailto:sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net
mailto:sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net
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Roberts UCC Prayer List  

 

Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list. 

 

Bonnie Mercer Marge Wolske Marilyn Hayes   Lisa Briess      Fred Kuebker 

Jackie Hunter Beth Wolske                   Sheryl Johnson  Charlie Grupe     

Mary Grupe  Jane Getzie Ted Kill  Tony Kill        

Cecil Brighton                Carol Moenke                 Gary Larson  Ryley Jurek         

  

  *     Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement 

         *     At Baldwin Care Center:  Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink 

         *    Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list. 

 

 

 

       
      
 

Celebrating September Birthdays 

 

Celebrating September  

Anniversaries 

 
 

    

  

Please contact the church office if we have missed 
your birthday, anniversary, or have any  

corrections to update. 

 

1  Dave Hatch 

 James Jansma 

 Sue Wille 

2  Earl Pechuman 

 Bob Ricci      

3 Audrey Ackley 

5 Toni Williams    

7 Tricia Dull  

 Terra Jansma  

8 Steven Hansen  

9 Rockie Graf 

10 Dennis Nelson 

11 Glenda Hansen 

13 Corynne Nelson 

14 Walt Lamson 

15 Christie Risberg 

16 Renee Gullixson 

 Annika Hansen 

18 Zachary William 

21 Mary Schultz 

23  Kathy Johnson 

24  Don Gillis 

26 Jenny Muller 

27  Kiley Ament 

 Brandon Dull 

2 Glenn & Linda Hall 

7 James & Lynn Cave 

10  Brandon & Shelly Dull 

 Jeff & Trudy Hinkel 

13 Jacob & Jennah Stoffel 

14  David & Michelle Hansen 

16  Nicole & Tom O’Connell 

 Tim & Tracy Ronnander 

18 Steven & Cynthia Hansen 



 

Coming up in October: 

For Heaven’s Sake, Let’s Play Bingo -  
October 20 

Lion’s Supper - October 25 

September 2018 

Food Pantry Hours: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am 

Wednesdays     6:30-8:00 pm 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 
 Pastor Burt - 

Vacation 

2 
Pastor Burt -  

Vacation 

10am Worship 

3  
 Labor Day Church 

Office Closed 

 

4 
 5:45pm “Let’s Play 

Bingo” meeting 

5 

 6:30pm Bells 

6 

3pm WF 

4:30 Community 

Dinner 

6pm Council 

7 
  

8 
9am Leadership 

Retreat 

9 10am Worship 
First Day of Sunday 

School 

SCRIP Orders Due 

Bells– Bake Sale 

10 

6:30 SHIFT @  

Meghan Ament’s 

 

       1pm-6pm      R       

11  

10am Worship @ 

Care Center 

 

U M M  A G E 

12 

 6:30pm Bells 

12pm & 6:30pm 

Bible Study 

 S A L E       D R 

13 

 6pm CE 

 

 

O   P       O  F  F 

14 
 8am WF Rummage 

Sale 

15 
 8am WF Rummage 

Sale 

16 

10am Worship 

11am PPRC 

17 
  

18 
  

19 

 6:30 Bells 

12pm & 6:30pm 

Bible Study 

20 
 Newsletter  
Deadline 

21 
  

22 First Day of Fall 
  

23 

10am Worship 

SCRIP Orders Due 

24 
  

25 
  

26 

 6:30 Bells 

12pm & 6:30pm 

Bible Study 

27 
  

28 
  

29 

 9am FMSC 

30 

10am Worship 

  


