Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

October 2018
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

For Heaven’s Sake, Let’s Play BINGO!
Date: Saturday, October 20
Time: 3:00 to 7:00pm
Location: Community Park Building, Roberts WI
Invite your friends & family to join us for an afternoon full of fun!
Featuring:
Bingo
Meat Raffles
50/50 Drawings
Concession Stand
Cash Prize Raffle Drawing
** Proceeds will support RUCC’s General Fund **
This is a public event & the Roberts Lions’ Club will have a bartender on duty.
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org

Are We There Yet?
“’And you know the way to the place where I am going.’
Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the
way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.’”
–John 14:4-6
"Are we there yet?" The most dreaded phrase of a long trip! Everyone who has ever taken a trip with
children has heard that phrase over and over from either a bored or excited child. So, along the way we try
to find ways to distract the child by playing games and directing their attention to things that might capture
their imagination, if even for a little while.
I talked with a rather ingenuitive parent once who even printed out a map, showed the child the route
they were going to take, and highlighted landmarks along the way in hopes that it would make the trip
easier for the child to take. The idea backfired. The question came up for every landmark. On top of that,
the child didn't understand all of the symbols on the map, which the father couldn't understand from the
child's description, and the child became more frustrated because he wasn't getting the answers he was
looking for.
As a Christian, I have often wanted a road map and in a way have been given one in the Bible.
Unfortunately, I don't understand all the symbols; and even when I pray about it, I'm afraid sometimes I'm
not really sure I do a good job describing what I'm REALLY asking about. I have an idea of the
destination, but I've never been there so I'm not sure of the route. I get excited sometimes and at other times
I get bored stiff! Along the way, God is able to distract my attention for moments as I notice the beauty of
the scenery around me or get busy with any number of tasks suggested to me to occupy my time here on
earth. There are times when I sing songs and times of quiet reflection. Yet I'm impatient and the question
always returns..."Are we there yet?"
I must give praise to our ever-patient God though. The journey is one I'm thankful to be on, and just
like every other CHILD I need to be patient and enjoy the hills and the valleys, the sunny days and the
storms. I need to be thankful that whatever happens God is at the wheel and knows not only the destination,
but the route to get me there!
Still the question arises..."Are we there yet?"
There is a point to all of this. We started our journey together a little over a year ago now and I told all
of you that I was going to take the first year to get my bearings here and get to know you all without
making a whole lot of changes. And I have enjoyed that process. Now, it’s time to start looking at where
we go from here. First let me say, change is something which needs to be thought through carefully and
done in steps. It is easy to throw the baby out with the bath water if we don’t. Which is my way of saying
we won’t be making one huge change after another. Things have been running well here for years before I
became your pastor and I would like to keep it that way.
We will be making changes, but most of them will be subtle to start with until we get a feel of where
God is calling us as a congregation. Your leadership has been meeting over the last few months to begin
this process. We have been looking at what we are doing, what works, and where some of our growing
edges may be. Having done that, we are looking at ways to start working at those things. We are starting
with the idea of “Why do we do the things we do?”
Keep your eyes open for articles, video clips, and other ways in which we will be conveying what
people have to say about what their own personal reasons are for participating the way they do. Also,
watch for special events we have coming up like: “For Heaven’s Sake: Let’s Play Bingo,” “Trunk-orTreat,” “New Members Sunday” as well as many of the traditional things we have done for years. God
bless you all and I look forward to this journey we are starting together!
—Pastor Burt
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Trunk-or-Treat
Is Halloween one of those holidays you can’t wait for each year? Do you enjoy dressing up and
decorating for this season? Then this is the event for you! What is Trunk-or-Treat? It is a way for
us adults to have a little fun while the kids come around trick or treating. We will meet in the
parking lot of the church. Then you decorate your vehicle however you see fit and dress up in your
best Halloween costume. The kids then go from vehicle to vehicle Trick-or-Treating. This is a
wonderful and fun ministry for reaching to those young working families.
Many of these young families have both parents working and don’t get home until 5 or 6 pm.
This event will give them the chance to get their little goblins and ghouls dressed up and ready to go.
They can come down to the parking lot, only have to get kids out of the car once, and not have to
worry about walking the kids down the street with traffic. It also gives us to have the chance to have
fun as well seeing all of them and allowing them to see us dressed up in costumes as well!
Come and join us in the parking lot at the church for this great opportunity. We are advertising
the event as running from 6pm-8pm on October 31st. Dress up and decorate your trunk. Let others
you know with kids know about it. Bring your own little ones down to Trick-or-Treat at our
Trunk-or-Treat!

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped make our fall rummage sale a huge
success! We took in $750.00 before expenses, which will be donated to the general fund to go
towards church missions.

A special thank you to all our dedicated workers, to everyone who contributed items to sell, and to all who came
shopping. This event couldn’t happen without all of you. A special thank you to the men who helped make it easier
for us with set up and take down; Earl Pechuman, Dennis Thorsen and Bill Snoeyenbos. All the left over rummage
went to Goodwill, Treasurers of the Heart and/or Burkwood Residential Center.
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MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
September 6, 2018
PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety, they can be found in
the Church Council binder located in the church office.

Members Present: Lori Jurek (moderator), Margie Ricci, Lenore Pechuman, Duane Loewel, Mandy Clay, and
Pastor Burt Williams
New Business
Leadership Training: Scheduled for Saturday, Sept 8. Boards have been discussing their responsibilities and goals as
the basis for workshop conversations.
Reports
Women’s Fellowship: They have a Rummage Sale scheduled for Sept 14 & 15. Donation drop off dates will be Sept
10 - 13 from 1pm to 6pm. There will not be an October community dinner. They will host the Lion’s Club Dinner
on October 25.
Christian Education: Sunday School will start Sept. 9. Class will run from 8:45 to 9:45am. The curriculum this year
is Deep Blue: One Room Sunday School. There is a sign-up sheet for volunteer teachers. Lesson plans are clearly
outlined. Any copies, art supplies, or other needs should be brought to the attention of Mandy Clay.
Deacons: They are discussing Stewardship Sunday plans. The board is also discussing our support of the UCC’s 5 for
5 giving program. Special offerings will be highlighted so members have a greater understanding of the programs we
are supporting and the importance of each one.
SHIFT!: They are currently putting together more Feel Good Kits for area school children and coordinating a supply
drive for T.H.U.G Life.
Treasurer: August numbers were not yet available. It was reported that the Auction brought in over $7200.
Trustees: The board is working on putting together a master list of building maintenance schedules and contact
information. Roger Ray leveled the church road sign. We may need to address this issue again in the future but his
work saved a significant amount of money at this time.
Pastor’s Report: Burt shared a written report giving us an overview of what he worked on during July and August. It
has been an extremely busy but fruitful couple of months with worship, special events, hospital visitations,
counseling sessions, and increased needs from those in our community. Community needs are very high and many
programs have run out of resources to assist.
Our next meeting will be held on October 4 at 6pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Lori Jurek, acting secretary
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Roberts Community

Trunk-or-Treat
October 31, 2018 6-8pm
Roberts Congregational UCC
1001 Birch Dr.
Roberts, WI
Bring your little Ghosts and Goblins by
for their Trick-or-Treat adventures!
We will have people stationed in costume
all around the parking lot with decorations and treats.
A safe, fun environment for trick-or treating this year!
For more information email us at
ruccsecretary@gmail.com
Or call at 715-749-3225
On the Web at www.RobertsUCC.org
Find us on Facebook @RobertsUCC
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2019 Stewardship Message
It is hard to believe we already flipped 10 months on the 2018 calendar and 2019 is fast approaching. Fall is always
a good time to look back on our accomplishments as a church family and begin preparation for the opportunities
God presents for us in the year ahead. Yes, it’s Stewardship Season!
Stewardship is the nurturing act of caring for valued resources. As a church, we have a lot to care for –
Amazing ministries in our community and around the world.
Loving relationships that reach across generations, disabilities, education and economic levels. They are precious and valuable bonds.
Traditions that honor our history and gather the community.
Opportunities to deepen our personal and congregational faith through worship and Bible study to create a strong
future for all generations.
Applying the skills and talents God gave us to strengthen our church life.
And of course, sharing the monetary resources we are blessed with.
As we enter this season of stewardship, please consider prayerfully how you can be a steward of Roberts UCC in
2019. How can you share your time, talent and resources to best care for all of the wonderful resources we enjoy
together? What is God calling you to do and contribute in the year ahead?
In October, stewardship materials will be mailed to members. As in past years, we are seeking 100% response so we
know everyone had the chance to consider their 2019 giving. Please watch for these materials and return them for
the blessing and gift exchange on November 11. Our stewardship team will follow up with those who do not respond to assure a full opportunity for participation.
As you consider what to give to the ministry of Roberts UCC, we also invite you to consider HOW you give. There
are many options along with the traditional Sunday morning offering plate:
Electronic Giving –Authorization forms are available on the table near the sanctuary entrance.
Auto Pay – many banks offer the convenience of regular payment through your bank account.
And here are some fun things you can do to provide additional funds:
Participate in SCRIP – when you purchase gift cards through the SCRIP program, a percentage is returned to the
church each month. See details on the SCRIP table in the fellowship hall, or check it out at
www.shopwithscrip.com
Save your Family Fresh receipts – When we reach a total of $150,000 in receipts, a $1,000 donation is made to
Roberts UCC.
Use smile.amazon.com and designate Roberts Congregational UCC as your charity to receive donations from
every order you place. Use SMILE (instead of the usual Amazon site) and each time you purchase, a donation will be generated.
Watch for more easy ways to give back throughout the year!
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Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers:
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church
General Fund Financial Summary as of August 31, 2018
YTD
Income/Contributions
Adopt A Mortgage
Fundraising income
Interest
Total income
Expenses
Transfers from other accounts
Net General Fund Activity

$114,523.06
15,606.33
12,142.57
3.84
142,275.80
132,563.89
5,482.02
$15,193.93

Assets
Checking
$20.28
Savings
2,168.23
SCRIP Account/Card inventory
2,067.75
Total General Accounts
4,256.26
Other bank accounts
35,411.87
Fixed assets 1,874,642.28
Total Assets $1,914,310.41

Liabilities & Equity
Accrued expenses
Bank mortgage balance
Member mortgage balances
Total liabilities

$407.81
787,000.00
150,000.00
937,407.81

Equity

976,902.60

Total Liabilities & Equity $1,914,310.41

New Member’s Sunday
We will be welcoming new members on Sunday, December 2nd, here at Roberts UCC. This is
a time to gather together and celebrate our family as we continue to grow and stretch along
this journey God is taking us on. Please come and help us in this celebration. It is also the
first Sunday of the Advent, a particularly good day as to recognize our new members as it is
the start of a new Christian year. If you would like to become a member and have not been in
conversation with Pastor Burt about this, please get in touch with him either via email at
ruccpastor@gmail.com or by phone at 563-387-7093.
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Got Inspiration??
Monthly Photo Contest coordinated by SHIFT!
The rules stay the same, but the theme changes
monthly!

October: Serenity in the Sky
Photos due by the 10th of each month.
Contest rules:
1. Digital submission of photo: sjansma@baldwin-telecom.net
2. Include what it was about the photo that you found inspiring
3. Limit of 3 photo submissions per person
4. SHIFT! Reserves the right to add age categories based on participation
5. Contest open to both members and friends of Roberts UCC

Other information:
1. Photos will be presented on the church Facebook page & Website
2. Winning photos will be printed and displayed at church
3. Photos may also be used in the PowerPoint during worship
4. Winning photos may be sold at church as an art auction fundraiser
5. Further questions? Contact: Lori Jurek, Rachel Ackley or Sonya Jansma

Roberts UCC Bell Choir
Sunday
Oct. 14
After
Service

Free
Will
Donation

All Money raised will be used for music and bell choir supplies
Page 8

Roberts UCC Prayer List
Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.
Bonnie Mercer

Marge Wolske

Marilyn Hayes

Lisa Briess

Fred Kuebker

Jackie Hunter

Beth Wolske

Sheryl Johnson

Charlie Grupe

Gary Larson

Mary Grupe

Jane Getzie

Carol Moenke

Cecil Brighton Sharon Johnson

*

Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement

*

At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink

*

Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list.

Please contact the church office if we have missed
your birthday, anniversary, or have any
corrections to update.

Celebrating October

Celebrating October Birthdays
1

Wanda Hopkins

15

Hayley Henley

4

Kim Kramer

21

Carrie Fisher

Steve Nelson

Lois Hall

5

Jerry Mueller

Allyson Nelson

9

Charlie Grupe

22

Brent Ackley

Kate Kapaun

24

Donna Ray

10

Gordon Gallati

26

Darrell Nelson

11

Dennis Thorsen

29

Sheryl Budrow
Kamaria Stone

Lydia Weiss
14

Camille Budrow
Bentley Muller
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30

Laura Hahr

Anniversaries
3

Terry & Carol Dull

10

Brent & Rachel Ackley

14

Jeff & Barb Haas

24

Brett & Dawn Budrow

27

David & Donna Ray

October 2018
Sun

Mon

1

7

8

10am Worship
6:30pm SHIFT @
w/Holy Communion Nancy Kirouac’s

Tue

2

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

12pm & 6:30pm
Bible Study
6:30pm Bell Choir
Practice

4

5

6

6:30pm Deacons

9

10

11

12

13

10am Worship @
Care Center

12pm & 6:30pm
Bible Study
6:30pm Bell Choir
Practice

3pm Women’s
Fellowship
6pm Council

6pm CE

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

10am Worship with
Special Music by
Bell Choir
Bell Choir Bake Sale
SCRIP Orders Due

10am Worship
11am PPRC

28

29

30

10am Worship
SCRIP Orders Due
1pm Ray’s 70th
Anniversary
Celebration

12pm & 6:30pm
Bible Study
6:30pm Bell Choir
Practice

12pm & 6:30pm
Bible Study
6:30pm Bell Choir
Practice

5:30pm SHIFT @
Grace Place
6pm Trustees

3pm “Let’s Play
Bingo”
Newsletter
Deadline

7pm Lion’s Supper

31
12pm Bible Study
6:30pm Bell Choir
Practice
6pm Trunk or Treat

Food Pantry Hours:

Coming up in November:

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am
Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 pm

November 11—Stewardship Sunday
November 21—Blood Drive
November 22—Thanksgiving
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