Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

November 2018
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

SIGN PAINTING PARTY FUNDRAISER

Saturday November 10, 2018 ~ 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
SHIFT! Is hosting a painting party to raise money for T.H.U.G. Life Ministries.
T.H.U.G. is a homeless teen shelter/support organization in Somerset. They are
supporting 38 homeless teens this school year.
Everyone will get to make the “Believe There is GOOD in the World” sign plus
one additional sign of their choice. There will be many colors of paint so you can make
the sign how you wish. Coffee and breakfast treats will be served. T.H.U.G. t-shirts and
other merchandise will be available for cash & carry as well. Event cost is $38 per
person payable to T.H.U.G. Limited to the first 38 who register. Sign up at the church
office with Kim (ruccsecretary@gmail.com or call 715-749-3225).
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The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him, and he makes his covenant known to
them.
My eyes are ever towards the Lord, for he will pluck my feet out of the net.
Psalm 25:14-15
As I sit here this morning, the sun shining brightly through my windows, my heart is warmed by sweet
memories of friends past and present. The life of a pastor and pastor’s family is often very transient. As we
move from pastorate to pastorate, past relationships get lost to time and new friendships and relationships must
be forged. It can be a very lonely place to be sometimes, but also one which has some amazing blessings as
well. As I reminisce this morning, I am acutely aware of those blessings. I have had the opportunity in all my
travels to have met some very well-known people (Rich Williams of the band Kansas, Stephen King, Billy
Graham, and others), but it is the people that very few others will ever know that have truly colored my life.
People whom I have had the distinct pleasure of calling family through birth and through the church.
Our passage above uses some wording which struck at my heart as I read it. For me it is not so much about
looking to an invisible God whom I can never fully comprehend, but about the “friends” God has placed in my
life. It is about those people who have truly plucked my feet out of the net as they followed God to the best of
their ability. It is about the people who have inspired me to follow my God more closely than I ever thought
was possible. It is about those people who have let me see the miracles God works in this world even through
people as broken as myself.
It doesn’t take a perfect person to be in covenant with God, just a person willing to allow God to work in
and through them. That is hard for many of us to accept sometimes, especially as we look at ourselves and see
how flawed and broken we can be. As I look to all those “friends” God has blessed me with, I begin to realize
that turning my eyes towards God is not about looking up, but about looking out. Simply look around you and
you will see God at work in some of the craziest people and places. How inspiring it is to see people who find
God for the first time in the face of adversity or low moments in life. Or, watching someone who thought they
couldn’t possibly be used for the work of God find how strong they truly are even in their broken human state.
I have seen people who could never afford to give financially to a church inspire and lead ministries that
have revitalized the life of an entire congregation. I have watched alcoholics and addicts, become some of the
most upstanding members of congregations and communities. I have watched as inmates condemned to life
without parole turned their lives around and committed themselves to helping young men survive in a place
most of us cannot even imagine living. I have watched as marriages and families have healed as they came
together and loved each other through some of the darkest times and sins we can imagine. All of them have
become fond friends and memories of God working not only in their own lives, but also in mine.
What is the point of all this? Simple. God is alive and well and living among us yet today. We are not
alone, no matter how lonely life can seem at times. God’s saving Grace doesn’t always come in the form of a
winged angel rescuing us from the snare, but sometimes comes in the most unlikely of forms, people we would
never have befriended, talked to, or even recognized. Our angels sometimes look more like convicts and
thieves, drunkards and addicts, homeless and immigrants, than beautiful winged messengers. That is what
ministry has taught me. You see, for as much as I walk with all of the kind gentle folks who grace our pews
each Sunday, I walk quite often with those souls in need of God’s grace in ways it is sometimes hard to give.
Yet, in those journeys, I have often met God in places which have surprised and inspired me to look past what
my human eyes could see. What I have found in those moments were God’s angels saving me from becoming
entangled in the nets of hard-heartedness and callous indifference.
May your friends be many and varied in their walks of life. May you find the face of God in the most
unusual places. May God’s grace extend far beyond your need for forgiveness to changing your heart and sight
to be more God-like.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Burt
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Stewardship Sunday
Stewardship Sunday is right around the corner, November 11 th to be exact. By now all of you should
have received a stewardship package with a pledge card inside. One of the things we will be doing during
our worship is to exchange with you these stewardship cards for a blessing and gift. The true gift comes out
of all the ministries our giving is able to continue and supporting the new ones which arise.
As was stated in last month’s newsletter article, stewardship is the nurturing act of caring for valued
resources. As a church, we have a lot to care for –
Amazing ministries in our community and around the world.
Loving relationships that reach across generations, disabilities, education and economic levels. They are
precious and valuable bonds.
Traditions that honor our history and gather the community.
Opportunities to deepen our personal and congregational faith through worship and Bible study to create
a strong future for all generations.
Applying the skills and talents God gave us to strengthen our church life.
And of course, sharing the monetary resources we are blessed with.
As a part of our stewardship celebration on November 11th we will be putting another stewardship
principle to practice, Sacrifice. True stewardship isn’t just about giving. It is about this practice of sacrifice.
Sacrifice being the giving of “First Fruits.” For this reason, we will be holding a shortened worship service
followed by a “Work Event” and “Potluck Meal.” So, please, come dressed to work and get dirty!
What does this have to do with stewardship, beyond the obvious of up keeping our church? It has to do
with “First Fruits” or what things are most important to us in the idea of sacrifice. Monetary donations ae
important to keep the church running and we want to keep all of our ministries funded. As a spiritual
practice though, stewardship is about making a sacrifice that helps us to draw closer and remind us to rely
upon our God. If what we are giving fits too comfortably, then the spiritual practice isn’t doing us any good.
For many of us the hardest thing to give up or sacrifice is time, or maybe that is the one commodity we have
in life we are able to give because it is what God has given us to work with. Time is one of our most
precious commodities in this day and age. For this reason, we are taking the time on November 11 th, to
work in the church. We will spruce it up, unclutter it, fix things which need fixing, and do so as a church
family. Hopefully, throughout the time together, we will also grow closer with people we may not know
and discover new and delightful things about one another through fellowship in the process. We are trying
to put lists of things together which will accommodate everyone from the youngest to the oldest of us, to
help us begin a spiritual practice of being good stewards of the gifts God has given us here at Roberts
Congregational UCC through donating some of our time as a family to take care of our church and grounds.
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MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
October 4, 2018
PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety, they can be found in
the Church Council binder located in the church office.

Members Present: Margie Ricci, Michelle Hanson, Roger Ray, Rachel Ackley, and Pastor Burt Williams
Meeting was called to order by Rachel at 6:00 pm. Devotions were led by Rachel
Minutes: September meeting minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Michelle to approve the minutes as
written. Second by Margie. Motion passed.
New Business
For Heaven’s Sake – Let’s Play Bingo: Scheduled for Saturday, October 21. Planning is coming along nicely, it will
be held at the park building in Roberts. Besides bingo we will have meat raffles and 50 – 50 raffles. Volunteers are
being found to help with the day.
Trunk or Treat: At this time we have 8 people signed up to participate, advertising is being put up all over to
hopefully have a large turn out from the community.
Stewardship Sunday: Will be November 11
Reports
Women’s Fellowship: No report
Christian Education: The Christmas program will be Dec. 9, the board is looking for more people willing to step in
and help teach Sunday School.
Deacons: They are discussing Stewardship Sunday plans. The focus will be a service Sunday – putting our hands to
work. After opening worship, we’ll break off to complete a variety of pre-determined projects throughout the church
building. There will projects for all ages and abilities, they are asking for all of various groups to help by making a
list of things that need to be done around the church so a clothesline can be made up for that Sunday. The board is
also discussing our support of the UCC’s 5 for 5 giving program. Special offerings will be highlighted so members
have a greater understanding of the programs we are supporting and the importance of each one.
SHIFT!: Delivered Feel Good Kits to 2 elementary schools. Delivered 2 totes full of donations to T.H.U.G. Life, a
wood painting party is scheduled for Nov. 10th to benefit T.H.U.G. Cost is $38 and participation is limited to 38
people. (The number represents the number of teens being helped by the group at this time. Next meeting is Monday
night at Nancy Kirouac’s house.)
Treasurer: Scrip numbers were given the checkbook has $1244.42 in it, we have $1050 in inventory, and our YTD
profit is $790. Roger is concerned about how the scrip cards are handled once the arrive at the church by being set
out on the counter and not being secured. No other reports were available at this time.
Trustees: The board is looking for 4-5 people to learn how to buff the floors, with this number we should be able to
knock it out in about 2 hours. With only 2 it can take about 6 hours. They are anticipating higher maintenance costs
in the future due to the building aging
Pastor’s Report: Burt shared a written report giving us an overview of what he worked on during September. We will
be having new member Sunday on December 2 and he would like all of the leadership at the service that day. We are
standing at about 5 or so looking to join at this time.
With no other business being raised, we confirmed that our next meeting will be held on November 1 at 6pm. Burt
volunteered to lead us in devotions.
Motion was made by Roger to adjourn.
Respectfully submitted,
Rachel Ackley, acting secretary and moderator.
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A New Adventure…
We have started on a new adventure here at Roberts Congregational church. I was contacted about 2 months ago
by Susan Chelstrom, a Special Education Teacher at St. Croix Central High School, about a possible joint venture.
The school was looking for places where students from their Special Education Program could come and get some
experience working outside of the school environment doing light duty type jobs. Our first student, Ramsey Rollings,
came to help us out here on the first of October. Both he and his brother, Roman Rollings have been here helping
with dust mopping and vacuuming in the Sanctuary.
Both young men, twin brothers, have autism and bring a flare all their own to the tasks. Ramsey, the less talkative of the two has picked up quickly on where to find the tools for the job and where to go from there. His brother
Roman, who usually does his working at Snap Fitness, visited this last week and took to the work while talking a
mile a minute and showing great enthusiasm to be working. These two young men go to their perspective jobs twice
a week for about an hour at a time right now. The students are always accompanied by an assistant to help guide
them as they continue to grow their skills.
The program, which is designed to get the students some real world experience and socialization, is just in its
birthing stages, but one I am hoping will continue to grow and expand as we work together with the school system. If
you happen to be in the church any Monday or Wednesday afternoon between the hours of 1 and 2pm, stop and poke
your head in to say “Hello” to Ramsey and Sue (who are the ones who are typically here at the church). Both will
greet you with a smile and warm hello!
Please keep this new program and its participants in your prayers. We may be on the verge of a wonderful new
adventure which starts right here with these two young men and the kindness of their teacher, Sue. Let’s see where
this new adventure leads!

I am pleased to announce that our 2018/2019
Confirmation class is starting on November 14th. The
title of the course is D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S. Together. It is a
curriculum that is over 18 years in the making and one I
am sure I will never feel is complete as I am always
finding ways to tweak it and things that work and don’t
work with the changing times. Although this course was
originally designed for youth, I have used portions of it
with adults and many who have participated as mentors
and parents have found it quite interesting and even
learned a thing or two along the way.

I want to take a few lines to show my appreciation for
the thoughtfulness of last Sunday’s gifts and recognition
of “Pastor Appreciation” month. I have been doing
pastoral ministry since June of 2002 and youth ministry
since somewhere in 1991. In all of that time, I have had
several individuals who have, over the years, made a point
of saying thanks in honor of this month. I have not,
however, had it recognized formally on a Sunday
morning. So, thank you all for that. It truly means the
world to me in ways I cannot express in words. I would
also like to thank those who made a point of recognizing
that the ministry I do here is not a solitary effort, but one
in which my family (and especially my wife) is an integral
part of. Without them, I would not be half the pastor I am.
So, thank you all from the bottoms of our hearts!

All that is the long way of saying that all are
welcome to come and join us at any point. If you are
interested, see Pastor Burt (563-387-7093 or
ruccpastor@gmail.com) and he will get you a schedule
of dates, times, and topics for each night’s meeting. For
those who are a little uncomfortable about what others
think, I challenge you to think about the ways in which
these young people can grow and learn from your years
of experience in the church. You’d be surprised about
how much you know in some areas and where you
might need to brush up a bit. I look forward to seeing
any of you who choose to attend!
Yours in Christ,

-Pastor Burt and Family
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Sponsored by Women’s fellowship

Thursday, November 1, 2018
4:30 p.m.- 6:30 p.m.
Menu:
Mashed Potatoes

For Heaven’s Sake, we had a lot of fun playing BINGO!
Our sincere thanks to the planning team, the volunteers
who worked the event, all those who sponsored the
event and most importantly, all the folks who showed up
to play BINGO, scrambled to buy up the meat raffle and
50/50 chances, and purchased raffle tickets! The park
building was packed with a lively group of BINGO
enthusiasts! Many walked away winners and one person
was heard declaring that he’d “never had so much fun
losing!”

Meatballs & Gravy
Corn & Cole Slaw
Desserts

Sunday, Nov. 11th
After Stewardship
Celebration

Coffee & Milk
Adults: $6.00 Children $3.00
Take out meals available upon request

Please bring a dish to pass and join us during this
special time of fellowship.

What is the PPRC??
Greetings Friends in
Christ,
The Pastor Parish
Relations Committee
(PPRC) is a group of
members tasked with
keeping its thumb on
the pulse of the congregation. What does this mean? We meet with Pastor
Burt and ask "How's it going? Are there any troubles
in the congregation? Has the PPRC heard any rumblings regarding something that has gone wrong?"
When and if some incident occurs we will bring the
issue/problem forward to the Pastor. While the committee discussions are confidential, when discussing
any problems with the Pastor there will be no anonymity. The Pastor and the PPRC can't resolve or
address issues with an anonymous church member.
Brett Budrow, Liz Croes, Brenda Poulin,
James Jansma
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American Legion Post 432
Hammond/Roberts
Veterans Day Program
Saturday, Nov. 10th at 1:00pm
Veterans Park in Roberts
(Social to follow at the Cave Inn)
St. Croix Central Schools
Veterans Day Programs
Monday, Nov. 12th
Elementary School @ 8:30am
High School @ 10:00am
Middle School - Lunch @12:15 (RSVP)
Program @ 1:30pm

Feed My Starving Children
Thank you to all those who participated in the FMSC food packing with me on Saturday, 9/29/18 Michelle and Ryan Hansen, Cecil Brighton and Deb Linaman. Always a fun day of giving forward
to the world at large and Ryan was able to offer the church’s FMSC cash boxes collected over the
past six months.
Our next packing session will be in the new year - January 26, 2019 - 9:00 - 11:00 AM. Twelve
spots have been reserved for this date, please consider signing up for it. If questions and wanting to
sign up, contact Jo Fenstermaker call/text/email (612-437-7890 - fenstrmakerjo@gmail.com).

Page 7

Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers:
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church
office if anyone is interested in more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of September 30, 2018
YTD
Income/Contributions
Adopt A Mortgage
Fundraising income
Interest
Total income
Expenses
Transfers from other accounts
Net General Fund Activity

$129,677.50
16,179.33
13,184.24
4.14
159,045.21
145,292.83
5,882.02
$19,634.40

Assets
Checking
$1,557.81
Savings
1,598.41
SCRIP Account/Card inventory
2,294.42
Total General Accounts
5,450.64
Other bank accounts
34,458.86
Fixed assets 1,874,642.28
Total Assets $1,914,551.78

Liabilities & Equity
Accrued expenses
Bank mortgage balance
Member mortgage balances
Total liabilities

$509.03
782,802.69
150,000.00
933,311.72

Equity

981,240.06

Total Liabilities & Equity $1,914,551.78

New Member’s Recognition Sunday
We will be having our New Member Recognition Sunday on December 2 nd. For those who are interested
in becoming members, please contact Pastor Burt at 563-387-7093 or ruccpastor@gmail.com. There will be
some information we will need for the office and some things to touch base on for the service.
For all of our members and friends, this is a very special occasion in the life of any congregation. It is a
time where we covenant with one another and the people choosing to make this church family their church
family. The second of December is not just a randomly picked day. It is the first day of the Christian year. It
is a time of new beginnings and the celebration of new life as we prepare for the birth of Jesus. I could not
think of a more fitting time to start off this new adventure with those who are joining us. To that regard, I am
asking for everyone to make a concerted effort to be here for this event and help us to welcome those who
have chosen all of you to be their family!
Peace,
Pastor Burt
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Roberts UCC Prayer List
Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.

Bonnie Mercer

Marge Wolske

Marilyn Hayes

Lisa Briess

Sharon Johnson

Jackie Hunter

Beth Wolske

Sheryl Johnson

Charlie Grupe

Gary Larson

Cecil Brighton

Jane Getzie

Carol Moenke

Lynn Jurek

*

Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement

*

At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink

*

Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list.

Celebrating November Birthdays
Missy Gooding

17

Suzie Lange

Jean Lindus

18

Krysta Hoyer

9

Connie Cox

26

Dawn Budrow

11

Jim Moenke

12

Brianna Rolling

28

Tracy Ronnander

Ashley Stone

29

Megan Frye

Jane Bond

30

Lori Jurek

2

14

Leroy Lindquist

Joe Schultz

Our prayers are with the families of
Dixie Roberts and Fred Kuebker who
entered Life Triumphant in September
and the family of Jerry Jurek who
entered Life Triumphant in late
October.
Please contact the church office if we have missed
your birthday, anniversary, or have any
corrections to update.
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November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Time Ends
8:45am SS
10am Worship
w/Holy Communion

11 Veterans Day

5

12

6 Election Day

12pm & 6:30pm
Bible Study
6:30pm Bell Choir
Practice

13

14

8:45am SS
6:30 pm SHIFT @
10am Worship
Rachel Ackley’s
Stewardship Sunday
Potluck
SCRIP orders due

10am Worship @
Care Center

18

20

19

8:45am SS
10am Worship
11am PPRC

25

26

7

6:30PM Deacons

Newsletter
Deadline

27

8:45am SS
10am Worship
SCRIP orders due

6:30pm Bell Choir
Practice

21

3

8

9

10

16

17

24

6pm CE

15

9am Painting Party
Fundraiser by
SHIFT

6pm Trustees

22

Thanksgiving Day
Church Office
Closed

23

8am Blood Drive
12pm & 6:30pm
Bible Study
6:30pm Bell Choir
Practice

28

29

30

6:30pm Bell Choir
Practice

Sat

2

3pm Women’s
Fellowship
4:30pm Community
Dinner
6pm Council

4 Daylight Saving

Fri

1

Food Pantry Hours:

Coming up in December:

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am
Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 pm

December 9 — SS Christmas Program
December 24— Christmas Eve Service
December 25 — Christmas Day
December 31— New Year’s Eve
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