Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

January 2019
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Save the Date!!
2018 Annual Meeting
Of

Roberts Congregational Church of Christ
On
Sunday, January 20, 2019
Immediately following worship
Upon adjournment, we’ll move into the
Fellowship Hall for a Potluck Meal.
Notice: All Year-end reports should have been submitted to Kim,
ruccsecretary@gmail.com
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you
have established; what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you
care for them? Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with
glory and honor.
– Psalm 8:3-5
What an amazing God we have! The Psalmist puts it all in perspective for us. This God, so mighty in
power that merely speaking words the universe came into being, takes time to watch over and listen to you and
me individually. The sheer thought of Creation coming into being, and what that must have been like, is awe
inspiring enough. Then, with all there is to take care of within that Creation, to think God would take time to
hear my prayers and be compassionate enough to care and guide me has moved me to ponder my own actions
and reactions in life.
The Psalmist ends this passage with the line “Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned
them with glory and honor.” The same God who created all I see, asks so little in return from me for blessings
and borrowed time I receive. We are simply to love God and have faith. The best part of that statement is God
first loves us and then places enormous faith in each of us that we will be good stewards of our gifts and
blessings by following the example left for us by God. Let that sink in a moment. God gives us the gifts and
places FAITH in us that WE will use those gifts for the good of Creation. “…you have made them a LITTLE
LOWER than God…”
As I look to this new year, I am taking time to reflect how I have done with the gifts God has given me.
Have I used them in a Godlike manner? Have I given them out to the Creation around me generously? Have I
given them knowing that they may be misused and hoarded? Have I given thought and am I thankful for the
faith God puts in me to use these gifts? I would like to say that I deserve a gold star next to my name. The
truth is, it helps me see just how much work I have left to do. I still am in need of direction and inspiration
from my God.
I wonder what would happen if we were to do the same for the church. How have we done with our gifts?
Where do we have room for improvement? Do we take seriously the faith God places in us as a people with
the gifts we are given? Do the actions of any individual have an impact on the rest of the congregation? Where
do we each fit into this body we call the church and the work that is done through it? These are all questions
we need to ask as we reflect on the last year.
So, I recently read through an article which was written on this subject and put in the newsletter of the
church I grew up in. In it, the author talked about being at a leadership retreat where they asked a very
interesting question: “Is your church a Cruise Ship or a Battleship?” The article went on to explain that with a
cruise ship we are worried about the comfort and the needs of those inside the ship…the congregations. With a
battleship the needs of those on ship are met, but the ship is out there doing the job intended for it. There are
no fancy staterooms on a battleship. There are bunks one atop another. There are no fancy ballrooms with
endless drinks and entertainment on a battleship, but meals are served in order to keep the inhabitants healthy
and strong for the jobs they have. The inhabitants of a battleship each have a purpose on the ship other than
relaxing and playing. It is not that there is not fun and comradery which happens on a battleship, but they train
together and live together for the purpose of the mission of the commander. The challenge was, what type of
ship do they want their church to be?
Now, I expected to see this article signed by the pastor or chief financial officer of the church, but instead I
was surprised to see my father’s name. I am forty six years old and I still have so much to learn from and about
this man. He truly is a gift to both the congregation and his family. Which led me to think one more thought as
a pastor, what type of leader do I wish to be? Am I trying to feed them and keep them strong for the task at
hand? Do they have the things they need to do the work we are being asked to do…the work of God? Am I
still inspiring those I have been called to lead after all the time I have been in ministry?
Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2
It is in this vein that your church leadership is starting a new campaign here in the church. Through short video
clips from interviews they have conducted, we are hoping to inspire folks to get involved, to ask questions and start
talking about:
Why do we do what we do?
What is our purpose?
Why is the church important to you?
Who in the church inspires you?
What can you do to inspire someone else in the church?
Hopefully, as we explore our faith together we will become an even stronger family than we already are. Maybe we can help each other grow on a personal level as we reach out to the world with the gifts our God has entrusted us with. Above all else, may we come together to focus on the needs of others the way God does for us and we
will become more and more like the battleship focused on the missions God puts before us.
Peace and God bless in this new year!
Pastor Burt

How Can I Keep From Ringing?

Please join us
Saturday, Feb.
23rd at Roberts
UCC at 2:00pm.
or
Sunday, Feb.
24th at Red Wing
Lutheran church
at 3:00pm.
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MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
December 6, 2018
PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the minutes. To read the minutes in their entirety, they can be found in
the Church Council binder located in the church office.

Lori Jurek (Moderator), Rachel Ackley (Deacons), Margie Ricci (Treasurer), Burt Williams (Pastor), Cheryl Lindquist (Church
Clerk) Roger Ray (Trustees) and Michelle Hansen (Christian Ed.)
Meeting was called to order by Lori at 6:02 pm
Devotions: Led by Burt
Minutes: November minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Roger to approve minutes and seconded by Rachel. Motion
carried.
New Business
Annual Meeting/Reports: January 20, 2019. Reports due to Kim by December 27, 2018
Nomination Committee: Will be looking for several people for the different boards.
Reports
Women’s Fellowship: Nothing to report
Christian Education: Christmas program on Sunday. Looking for Teachers for the next couple of months. There is a DVD
coming to use with the curriculum after the 1st of the year.
Deacons: Coffee fellowship giving list has been updated, four months have been changed. Getting the nominating committee
going. Christmas Eve services are set at 4:30 and 11:00. Budget needs set for upcoming year (Website $420 for year, Pew
pads, baptism certificates and other miscellaneous items, Sanctuary decorating: Christmas tree $560, oil for candles $56, Communion supplies $53, Bread $40)
Everything is set for Advent and Christmas
S.H.I.F.T.: Next meeting on Sunday. Adopting 2 young men through T.H.U.G for Christmas. Blessing bags: Working with
local law enforcement (Baldwin, New Richmond and Roberts) to supply them with the bags that will have the basic necessities.
Feel Good Kits: Greenfield Elementary in Baldwin has reached out to get more of the kits. Grace Place dinner on December
20th.
Treasurer: Does not have November figures yet
Trustees: Went through the budget. Reserves are out and budget will be out of balance again this coming year.
Pastor: Have been working on advent preparation and several visitations. Pastor will no longer be providing a monthly report.
He does keep track of all his visits, meetings and other on goings. Motion made by Rachel to approve and Michelle seconded.
Motion carried.
Other Business
No February meeting.
Next meeting, January 3, 2019 at 6:00pm, Rachel will be running the meeting
Devotions will be led by Rachel
Motion was made by Rachel to adjourn and seconded by Roger
Respectfully submitted by:
Cheryl Lindquist Church Clerk
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Christian Education
We have been using new Curriculum this year, The Deep Blue- One Room
Sunday School. This is written for churches like ours with children of
various ages learning together as a group. The curriculum has the
lesson laid out with craft ideas. Starting in January, we will be adding the
DVD which has the Deep Blue Kids sharing the stories of the bible with the
kids. It also has a bible verse for them to learn each month.
We are excited to show this curriculum to you and hope you get involved to
show your faith with our kiddos. I know it brings a smile to me each week.
A sign up sheet will be coming around with the lessons and dates. We need to have a teacher and
assistant each week to be 2 deep for safety reasons. Please join us at our Informational meeting Sunday
January 16th after church in the Sunday School area.

Help us teach/mold our youth!
Thank you,
Michelle Hansen, Co-chair of Christian Ed.
Date

January 6th

Lesson
Magi Seek A Healer - Matthew
2:1-12

Jan. 13th

Jesus heals - Luke 4:38-44

Jan. 20th

Jesus Heals a Young Woman
Mark 5:21-24, 35-43

Jan. 27th

Jesus Heals Ten Men Luke 4:38-44

Feb. 3rd

Families Remember God Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Feb. 10th

Family Traditions Daniel
4: 1-21

Feb.24th

A Family's Faith- Acts 16:1-5; 2
Timothy 1:5-7

March 3rd

Family Proverbs - Proverbs 101; 17:17
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Teacher

Assistant

Sponsored by Women’s fellowship

Thursday, January 3, 2019
4:30 p.m.- 6:30 p.m.
Menu:
Meatloaf
Baked Potatoes
Vegetables
Dinner Rolls
Beverages
Angel Food Cake with Strawberries
Adults: $6.00 Children $3.00

Take the Plunge with us!

Roberts UCC will be participating in the St. Croix River
Dunk on February 16, 2019! Sponsored by the Hudson
Rotary, this event is a refreshing way to raise funds for St.
Croix Valley non-profits. We invite you to get involved:
1) Become a team member to raise pledges and take the
plunge.
OR
2) Donate money to an individual on the Roberts UCC
team.
Money raised by our team will benefit RUCC! To register
or donate visit the RUCC team fundraising page at
https://www.firstgiving.com/team/382677 or contact
Tony Jurek, Team Captain, at tjurek@baldwintelecom.net or 612-816-3828 for more information.

Take out meals available upon request

Welcome New Members!
We would like to take a moment to welcome our new members. We were blessed on December
second to take in eleven new members to our family. For many of us, their faces have become
welcomed fixtures to our worship and other activities within the congregation. Make sure to make a
point to welcome these individuals personally and get to know these folks who have chosen to make
themselves a part of our church family:
Jared Anderson; Jane Bond; John Bond; Gail Cotterman; Faron Fuller; Debby Phillips; Darla
Ramberg; Dorene Stoffel; John Stoffel; Victoria Williams; Toni Williams
Welcome to you all. It is great to have you here with us!
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEES FOR 2019
Women’s Fellowship meetings are open to all women of the church, and are held at 3:00 p.m., the first Thursday of the month,
with the exception of June, July and October. Community Dinner 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Chairperson of the committee needs to be REIMBURSED for expenses beyond food donated
Each committee needs to take home everything they bring. Nothing should be left in the refrigerator. If you cannot serve at
your appointed time, please notify your chairperson. If you are not listed and would like to serve, please contact one of
the Executive Committee members.
Serving Dinner from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Plan food for 50-75 people

Note: Main course must be made at the church –STATE LAW!!
February 7, 2019

March 7, 2019

April 4, 2019

May 2, 2019

Lori Nelson**Chairman

Meghan Ament**Chairman

Patti Robertson*Co-chair

Margaret Cave**Chairman

Mary Fern

Lenore Pechuman* Co-chair

Margi Ricci *Co-chair

Judy Snoeyenbos*Co-chair

Jacque Nelson

Cheryl Lindquist

Mary Thorsen

Nancy Waughtal

Sheryl Budrow

Brenda Poulin

Laurie Monteith

Mary Schultz

Dawn Budrow

Audrey Ackley

Carol McKinley

Cheryl Cowles

Roxy Nelson

Sue Wille

Sheryl Johnson

Mary Fern

Jo Festermaker

Gail Cotterman

Joanne Libby

Betty Schultz

June and July 2019

August 1, 2019

September 5, 2019

October 2019

Kathy Johnson**Chairman

Katie Kapaun**Chairman

Megan Frye

Dianne Loewel*Co-chair

We will not serve a meal in

Jan Kuschel

Connie Gillis

Trudy Hinkel

Laura Logas

October due to another church
fundraiser.

Elizabeth Croes

Wanda Hopkins

Renee Gullixson

Ann Ostendorf

Chris Bohl

Sonya Jansma

November 7, 2019

December 5, 2019

January 2, 2020

February 6, 2020

Brenda Poulin*Co-Chair

Tracy Ronnander*Chairman

Nancy Kirouac**Chairman

Lori Jurek**Chairman

Laurene Ray*Co-Chair

Sharon Johnson

Judy Snoeyenbos*Co-Chair

Jacque Nelson

Pat Colbeth

Sharon Pizzi

Mary Grupe (furnish only)

Sheryl Budrow

Glenda Hansen

Lori Gulich

Carol Dull

Mary Fern

Suzie Lange

Rachel Ackley

Terry Dull

Roxy Nelson

Nancee Hurlburt

Gayle Rickert

Carrie Fisher

Dawn Budrow

Mary Jo Ball

Jennah Stoffel

Roene Frederick

Jo Festermaker

We will not serve a meal in June
or July due to Good Neighbor
Days and July 4th celebrations.

Michelle Hansen

Mandy Clay

Sally Mahlstadt

Executive Committee

Funeral Committee

President: Lenore Pechuman 715-749-3836

Sharon Johnson 715-749-3306

1st Vice President: Sharon Johnson 715-749-3306

Mary Thorsen 715-220-3999

2nd Vice President: Carol Dull 715-749-3858

Judy Snoeyenbos 715-425-6730

Rec. Secretary: Judy Snoeyenbos

Set-up and clean up - husbands

715-425-6730

Treasurer: Judy Snoeyenbos 715-425-6730
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Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers:
Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are in a binder in the church
General Fund Financial Summary as of November 30, 2018
YTD
Income/Contributions
Adopt A Mortgage
Fundraising income
Interest
Total income
Expenses
Transfers from other accounts
Net General Fund Activity

$158,447.83
16,625.33
19,287.93
4.49
194,365.58
174,625.63
8,862.72
$28,602.67

Assets
Checking & Savings

$797.51

SCRIP Account/Card inventory
2,644.11
Total General Accounts
3,441.62
Other bank accounts
37,753.06
Fixed assets 1,874,642.28
Total Assets $1,915,836.96

Liabilities & Equity
Accrued expenses
Bank mortgage balance
Member mortgage balances
Total liabilities

$345.57
772,108.86
150,000.00
922,454.43

Equity

993,382.53

Total Liabilities & Equity $1,915,836.96

Just a reminder
that if schools
are closed in
the area
(Roberts,
Baldwin, etc.)
church
activities will
most likely be
Volunteer Opportunity!
cancelled that
Please make plans to join us!
day or evening.
The Roberts
Saturday, January 26
Food Pantry
9am-11am
will also be
Our next packing session will be in the new year closed. In case
January 26, 2019 - 9:00 - 11:00 AM. Twelve spots
of bad weather,
have been reserved for this date, please consider
please call the church office before
signing up for it. If questions and wanting to sign up, venturing out. Thank you!
contact Jo Fenstermaker call/text/email
(612-437-7890 - fenstermakerjo@gmail.com).
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Roberts UCC Prayer List
Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.

Bonnie Mercer

Marge Wolske

Marilyn Hayes

Lisa Briess

Bobbie Kuhnke

Jackie Hunter

Beth Wolske

Carol Moenke

Charlie Grupe Jane Getzie

Cecil Brighton
*

Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement

*

At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink

*

Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list.
Please contact the church office if we have missed
your birthday, anniversary, or have any
corrections to update.

Celebrating January Birthdays
1

John Bond

18

Trevor Nelson

9

Danielle Johnson

21

Macie Segebrecht

10

David Fisher

23

Tyson Ferrick

14

Jacob Stoffel

16

Lenore Pechuman

24

Margaret Cave

17

Marvin Hinkel

31

David Hansen
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Mackson Stone

Celebrating January
Anniversaries
1

Bill & Margo Schultz

January 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

1 Office Closed

6

7

8:45am SS
10am Worship
w/Holy Communion

13

14

8:45am SS
10am Worship
SCRIP Orders due

6:30pm SHIFT @
Nancy Kirouac’s

20

21

8

10am Worship @
Care Center
6:30pm Deacons

15

22

8:45am SS
10am Worship
11am PPRC
11am 2018 Annual
Meeting

27

28

29

8:45am SS
10am Worship
SCRIP Orders due

Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am
Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 pm
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Wed

2

Noon & 6:30pm
Bible Study
6:30 Bells

9

6pm
D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S.
Together
6:30pm Bells

16

Noon & 6:30pm
Bible Study
6:30pm Bells

23

6pm
D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S.
Together
6:30pm Bells

30

6pm
D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S.
Together
6:30pm Bells

Thu

3

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12

18

19

25

26

3pm WF
4:30pm Community
Dinner
6pm Council

10
6pm CE

17
6pm Trustees

24

9am FMSC

31

Coming up in February:
Feb. 16 - Lion’s Club “Dinner in the Dark”
Feb. 23 - How Can I Keep from Ringing?

