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Connections  
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ   

      February 2019 

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.  

Scripture basis:  We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our 
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3) 

Dinner in the Dark,  

A Fundraiser Like No Other!! 
Experience the challenges of eating a meal blindfolded. This routine activity suddenly becomes 
incredibly difficult (and potentially messy). Mealtime is a daily challenge for people who are 
blind or visually impaired.  

The experience starts when you are guided to your table and helped into your chair. Your waiter will then start 
bringing the food, starting with appetizers. Is it hot? Is it cold? Where is it on your plate? Where is your beverage?  

This brief visit to the world of the blind raises funds for Leader Dog. Leader Dog provides training for the blind and 
visually impaired. This includes white cane training, matching people with a Leader Dog, and providing tools and 
training to reintroduce people to a life of independence with confidence and companionship.  

Leader Dog provides services for thousands of people. Every person deserves equal opportunity for travel and  
independence. All services are provided at no cost, covering expenses for training, room, board, and travel to their 
campus. Support services continue indefinitely. 

The Roberts Lions Club supports Leader Dog. Once a year, we hold our Dinner in the Dark with all proceeds given 
to Leader Dog.  

Please join us for this entertaining and educational challenge on February 16, 2019. Seating starts at 6pm. 

Cost:  $25 per meal or $45 for 2 

Reservations requested but not required:   
dindarkrobertslions@gmail.com 

Menu: Ribs or Jumbo Shrimp with Sweet Maple Glazed Potatoes; 
Chicken Parmesan on Noodles. Garden  
Salad, Roll, Vegetables; Fruit Pizza. 

 

Thank you to Roberts UCC as an Event Sponsor! 
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For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,  

plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 
 – Jeremiah 29:11 

 

Advent and Christmas are over.  The decorations are down.  The New Year has turned.  
Annual meeting has come and gone.  So, now what?  What are we to do with ourselves and what are the plans 
for our future?  I have heard those questions from a few of you now.  My answer…wherever God leads us! 

As much as that may sound like a “cop out,” I am very serious.  God has plans for us and the potential here 
at Roberts Congregational is palpable.  We have the people.  We have the drive.  We have the Spirit.  It is now 
a matter of looking at where God is calling us.  It is time to start dreaming, praying, and listening.  In the 
passage above, God promises the Israelites who are in exile that there is a plan for them and it is one to prosper 
them with hope for the future.  What are your hopes?  What are your dreams for where we will be at the end of 
this year? In five years?  10 years? 

Our church leadership is starting us on a journey of exploring our faith together.  Through a series of 
interviews and short videos they are asking us to engage such questions as:  

How do we serve? 

Why do we serve? 

Why are we Christians? 

Who are the people who inspire us? 

Who do we hope to inspire? 

In the interviews and videos, these questions are asked of various leadership individuals and congregation 
members.  Their answers will hopefully spark conversations among us and inspire us to start the process of 
answering these questions for ourselves as well as getting us to dream about our future.  In sharing and 
conversing with one another, we share our stories of faith in new and interesting ways.  This is but one aspect 
of our exploring our faith together though.  There is also prayer and listening. 

As we take this journey, I am asking several things of you.  The first is to dream and dream big!  Do not let 
numbers or finances or worries hinder your dreams.  Allow God to speak to you in magnificent and 
extraordinarily BIG ways.  Right now, we are just dreaming and we can never tell what God will provide us 
with.  We cannot possibly know what God has around the bend for us.  This is the part where we find our 
passions and let them grow and inspire us for the future. 

Then we start to pray.  Pray for those ministries we are already involved in and for how God might be 
asking us to help or be involved.  These are the ministries that have gotten us where we are today.  They are 
important to so many of the blessings we have received.  We want to pray for what God is asking of us for the 
future.  We want to pray for guidance and direction on what needs to happen and how we should be involved.  
Pray for our leaders that they would be given the strength it takes to uphold and guide our congregation. 

Finally, the hardest step, listening.  As we share our stories and answers to the questions, listening to one 
another.  As we share our hopes and dreams, listening and supporting the dreams of those arounds us.  As we 
pray, and this one is so crucial, taking time to be silent and listen to that still, small voice of our God as it calls 
to us.  That voice may be found in the silence of a night, the conversations of those around us, or even from the 
child making noise in the middle of a sermon.  Wherever it is found, we must listen and contemplate what it 
might mean and how it is guiding us to the future. 

So in answer to the question, “What’s next?”  It is a beautiful journey of wonder and awe as God leads us into 
the future of what we are to become through the work we do together.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Burt 
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One of our objectives this year, in our featured  
article, is to help the congregation learn a little bit 

more about the people serving on our church boards. 

This month our featured board member is Duane 

Loewel. 

Duane Loewel has been a member of Roberts 

UCC since 2003.  He was born in Deadwood South  

Dakota and was baptized and confirmed in the  
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Married 

to Dianne, together they have 4 children and 4 

grandchildren and are expecting another grandchild 

this summer.  Duane has been very active since  

joining the church by serving on the CE, Deacons, 
Trustees, Pastor Parish Relations and two search  

committees.  His passions are cooking (especially  

helping out Women’s Fellowship when they serve  

chicken dinners), family (including church family),  
golfing, and travel.   

 

How Can I Keep From Ringing? 

Please join us 
Saturday, Feb. 
23rd at Roberts 
UCC at 3:00pm. 
         or 
Sunday, Feb. 
24th at Red Wing 
Lutheran church 
at 3:00pm. 

Featured Article: Deacons 



 

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF 

ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

January 3, 2019 

PLEASE NOTE: This is a condensed version of the minutes. Full transcript is in the Church Council binder in the church office. 

Rachel Ackley (Deacons), Margie Ricci (Treasurer) Sonya Jansma (Treasurer), Burt Williams (Pastor), Roger Ray (Trustees), Cheryl Lind-
quist (Church Clerk) and Mandy Clay (Christian Ed.) 

Meeting was called to order by Rachel at 6:04 pm 

Devotions: Lead by Rachel: Unshakeable by Christine Caine 

Minutes: December minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Mandy to approve minutes and seconded by Margie. Motion carried. 

New Business 

 Annual Meeting/Reports: January 20, 2019. Still finishing up the nominating report. Budget is almost done. 

 Connections featured article schedule for newsletters in 2019 have been set. 

Reports 

Women’s Fellowship : 

 Nothing new to report. Just finishing up year end reports. 

Christian Education : 

 Christmas Program wrap up. 

 January 13th there will be a parent meeting after church. Going over curriculum and hoping to get parents to sign up to teach. 

 Corinthians Carnival will not be in February this year. Changing it up possibly in May. Thoughts of having a pancake  
breakfast on March 3rd from 8:00-9:00 am. Will be discussing this at the next meeting. 

 Have been talking about Safe Sanctuary for several months now and hoping to get that this month. This years Lent project is banks for 
Feed My Starving Children. 

 Next meeting January 13th. 

Deacons: 

 Will be meeting next week. 

 Will be starting to tape services at Lent. Need to find people that want to learn how to do the taping. The recorded services will uploaded 
to our website and not live streamed. 

 Went over advent and Christmas. 

 Turned in a budget to the trustees. 

 Discussed New Member Sunday. 

 There will be a bible study starting in January. Looking at the book Taste and See by Margaret Feinberg 

 Nominating committee is looking for a few Deacons, Trustees and 1 more Christian Ed. 

S.H.I.F.T.: 

 Served a meal at Grace Place and ran out of food. 

 Adopted 2 teens from T.H.U.G. for Christmas 

 The next Feed My Starving Children will be on the 26th. 

 Next meeting is scheduled for January 14th at Nancy Kirouac’s home. 

Treasurer : 

 End of December General Fund $3,174.01; Mortgage balance is $771,771.71. 

Trustees: 

 Working on finalizing the budget before the annual meeting. 

 Will be setting up reviews for Kim & Pastor Burt at the end of this month. Trustees are looking for strengths, weakness or any other 
suggestions from the other boards for their reviews. 

 Audit is set for Saturday, January 12th from 9-noon. 

Pastor : 

 Starting to plan Lent. Looking for any ideas during the planning period. 

Other Business 

 No February meeting. 

 Next meeting, March 7, 2019 at 6:00pm, 

 Devotions will be lead by Cheryl 

Motion was made by Margie to adjourn and seconded by Mandy 

Respectfully submitted by: Cheryl Lindquist Church Clerk 
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Dear UCC Church of Roberts, 

 The entire ACSS Team would like to THANK YOU for your continued support 
for the clients of our program during the 2018 Christmas season. We cannot begin to tell 
you how much this means to our clients who have literally “nothing” and “nobody” to 
celebrate Christmas. The unbelievable outpouring of support you give to our clients by 
showering them with gifts and gift cards is so inspiring to the clients as well as the staff 
members. 
 
 The staff here at Saint Croix County are lucky enough to get the privilege of being 
with some of the recipients when they opened their gifts, and to see hope arise in the 
hopeless and joy in the broken hearted is one amazing pleasure that we get to see. We 
just want to share the appreciation with all of you who took so much time, love, and 
money to make their Christmas a very special one. 
 
 One client shared, “What do you mean? Someone bought me gifts and they don’t 
know who I am?” “Wow!!! I can’t believe someone would take the time to do this for 
me. This is too good to be true.” 
 
 Clients consistently reported how special your gifts made them feel especially 
when they were not expecting to get anything. They want you all to know how amazing 
you are and how truly greatly appreciated this act of kindness is for them.  
 
 Some do write thank you cards that we have sent along and others are unable to 
write to you for many reasons. However, they all wanted to make sure we express to 
you their gratitude and want you to know just how wonderful this is for them. The  
clients always tell us they do not know how to ever repay you and always ask what they 
can do to make sure you know just how much this means to them. 
 
 Your generosity toward these people in the form of a gift whether clothing, a  
pillow, a taxi card, or a gift card for gas or groceries, made an impact on their lives for 
many months to come. Thank you for making the Christmas season for many of our  
clients a memorable one. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The St. Croix County ACSS Team 
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Financial Peace University 

 Did you know that 89% of the people in a typical 
American congregation don’t have a financial safety 
net? 

 Shocked? I was too. But there’s HOPE! And that 
hope is Financial Peace University. FPU is a nine-
lesson course taught by Dave Ramsey and his team 
of financial experts. With FPU, our members will 
learn step by step how to handle money using bibli-
cal wisdom and common sense. 

 Through life-changing videos, online tools and re-
sources, and group accountability, our church mem-
bers will learn how to create and stick to a budget, 
save for emergencies, pay off debt, and plan for the 
future. 

 Leading a Financial Peace University group here 
could help shift the giving culture in our church 
body! 

 Just imagine the impact we could have on the com-
munity if we were all debt-free! Marriages and fam-
ilies would be strengthened. People would be freed 
up to be outrageously generous. This kind of hope 
will ignite change in our entire community! 

This course will run from March 2-April 27th from 
10am-noon.You can register@www.financialpeace.com 
or with Rachel Ackley at brjta@baldwin-telecom.net. 

Take the Plunge with us! 
 Roberts UCC will be participating in the St. Croix River 
Dunk on February 16, 2019!  Sponsored by the Hudson 

Rotary, this event is a refreshing way to raise funds for St. 
Croix Valley non-profits.  We invite you to get involved:   

 
1) Become a team member to raise pledges and take the 

plunge.   
OR 

2) Donate money to an individual on the Roberts UCC 
team.  

Money raised by our team will benefit RUCC! To register 
or donate visit the RUCC team fundraising page at  

https://www.firstgiving.com/team/382677 or contact  
Tony Jurek, Team Captain, at tjurek@baldwin-

telecom.net or 612-816-3828 for more information. 

 

 

 
You’re Invited!! 

  
What: Bible Brunch 

When: Sunday March 3rd  
from 11:00am-12:00pm 
Cost: Free will donation 

  
As we head into the Lenten season, 
we are providing our Sunday school 
children with the opportunity to learn 
about service to others. You are  

invited to join us for our very first Bible Brunch. We will be enjoying pancakes, sausage, fresh fruit, 
cookies/bars and milk/juice. Any donations collected will be going towards upgrading the audio/visual 
system that is used by the Sunday school. 
  
To help reduce cost, we are looking for individuals willing to donate food or beverages. Please see the 
board at church for more information. If you have any questions please see a member of the Board 
of Christian Education or email Michelle Hansen at shell_329@hotmail.com   

mailto:shell_329@hotmail.com
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COMMUNITY DINNER  

Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship  

Thursday, February 7, 2019  

4:30 p.m.  - 6:30 p.m.  

Menu:  

Lasagna 

Lettuce Salad     French Bread 

Assorted Bars 

Beverages 

Adults: $6.00  -  Children: $3.00   

Take out is available  

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ  

1001 Birch Drive, Roberts WI 54023      715-749-3225  

http://www.robertsucc.org 
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D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S. Corner 

 
We have three exceptional young ladies in our 
D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S. Together program (Confirmation); Gracie 
Delander, Maddy Dull, Ceola Lindquist.  You may have 
noticed them helping out in various ways during Sunday 
worship.  The program is going well.  Some of the things they 
are required to do are to write sermon reports and journal as 
they read through the Gospel of Mark.  I have been more than 
a little surprised at their grasp of both and thought I might 

start sharing (with their permission) some of their insights in this little column.  This first one will be a sermon 
report that Ceola turned in on the sermon given back on November 18th.  Here’s what she had to say about the 
sermon: 

“Sunday’s sermon was about joy, even through dark times. Pastor Burt explained a picture that 
had lots of pain in it, yet in that pain, there is lots of joy. This shows trust and confidence. Pastor Burt 
summarized that in the sentence, “Somewhere along the way, we’ve lost our trust and faith.” I liked 
that quote because it applies so well to society today. So many people fear what others think of them, 
so they fall into a state of fakeness. They aren’t themselves, they have zero confidence. I, personally, 
don’t always trust my own judgement, and also fall into the same state of fakeness. 

The big thing that I got from this sermon was to just forget the bad things. All I need to do is thank 
God and relax. I don’t need to fear the world; the world needs to fear what I can make happen. If 
anyone moves one pebble off the mountain, so many good things can happen.” 

 

Thank you, Ceola, for sharing your thoughts and for your honesty about where you are at. 

 

Just a  
reminder that if 
schools are 
closed in the  
area (Roberts,  
Baldwin, etc.) 
church  
activities will 
most likely be 
cancelled that 
day or evening. 
The Roberts 
Food Pantry will 
also be closed. 
In case of bad 

weather, please call the church office 
before venturing out. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

The Lenten Season 

Lent is just about a month away now, starting 

with Ash Wednesday on March 6th.  Our Lenten  
season will be similar to our last one.  We will have 
our Ash Wednesday service on March 6th at 7pm and 

in the weeks to follow our Lenten Bible Study  
happening on Wednesday at noon and 7pm again, 
starting March 13th and running through April 17th.  

We will have Holy week service on Maundy  
Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday at Sunrise, 
and Easter Sunday at our normal time.  I am  

currently working on the Bible Study.  So keep your 
eyes open for further information. 



 

Page 9 

 
Roberts UCC Prayer List  

 

Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list. 

 

 

Bonnie Mercer Marge Wolske Marilyn Hayes   Lisa Briess      Bobbie Kuhnke 

Jackie Hunter Beth Wolske                   Carol Moenke  Charlie Grupe    Jane Getzie 

Cecil Brighton Tanner Kelm  Joyce Wolske    Lavere Wolske   Lyle Johnson  

                                                 

  *     Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement 

         *     At Baldwin Care Center:  Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink 

         *    Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list. 

 

 

 

       
      
 

Celebrating February Birthdays 

 

    

 

 

Celebrating February  

Anniversaries 

  

Please contact the church office if we have missed 
your birthday, anniversary, or have any  

corrections to update. 

 

1 Mark Clay 

2 Pete Ament 

11 Bruce Libby 

13 Dave McKenna 

15 Delila Johnson 

17 Leslie Dull 

18 Jackson Hansen 

19 Shelly Dull 

20 Laurene Ray 

21 Carol Dull 

 Roger Ray 

25  Barb Haas 

26  Brian Poulin 

27  Ken Fern 

28  John Vorwald 

9  Justin & Danielle Johnson 

14 Wes & Mary Frederick 



 

Coming up in March: 
 

March 2-April 27  - Financial Peace University 

March 3 - Bible Brunch 

March 6 - Ash Wednesday Service 

March 13 - Lenten Bible Study 

February 2019 

Food Pantry Hours: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am 

Wednesdays     6:30-8:00 pm 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 
  

2 Groundhog Day 
  

3  

8:45 am SS 
10am Worship w/ 
Holy Communion 
  

4 
  

5 

 6:30pm Deacons 

6 
 Noon & 6:30pm 

Bible Study 

6:30pm Bells 

7 

 3pm WF 

4:30pm Community 

Dinner 

8 
  

9 
  

10 

 8:45am SS 

10am Worship 

SCRIP orders due 

11 
 6:30pm SHIFT  @ 

Lori Jurek’s 

12 
 10am Worship @ 

Care Center 

13 
 6pm 
D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S. 

Together 

6:30pm Bells 

14 Valentine's Day 

 6pm CE 

15 
  

16 

TBD River Dunk 

6pm Lion’s Club 

Dinner in the Dark 

17 

 8:45am SS 

10am Worship 

11am PPRC 

18  
  

19 
  

20 
 Noon & 6:30pm 

Bible Study 

6:30pm Bells 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

21  

5:30pm SHIFT @ 
Grace Place 
6pm Trustees 
  

22 
  

23 
 3pm How Can I 

Keep From Ringing 

Hand bell Concert 

24 

 8:45am SS 

10am Worship 

SCRIP orders due 

25 
  

26 
  

27 
 6pm 
D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S. 

Together 

6:30pm Bells 

28 
  

  


