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Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)
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The Lenten Journey
Greetings,
Like many parts of our faith there has been a lot lost, taken over, or forgotten about the
liturgical season we call Lent. As a spiritual practice, it has all but disappeared in almost anything but name. If
it is observed as a practice, it is usually in the form of giving something up for Lent. Many times it is a specific
favorite food like chocolate or a favorite television program. Although there is nothing wrong with this
practice, I thought I might take the opportunity to help people understand the liturgical season of Lent a little
better so we might be able to take this spiritual journey alongside one another in a more meaningful fashion.
To better understand it we first need to understand what is meant by “liturgical” season. The word “Liturgy”
actually means “the work of the people.” In a real sense liturgy is a way of living. So, in a worship liturgy
there are four parts: Call, Word, Thanksgiving, and Sending Out. So, the Call would be our opening of
worship. The Word would be our Scripture readings and sermon. The Thanksgiving is our offertory and
prayers of the people. Finally, there is the sending out, our close to worship and benediction, afterwards we are
to go back out into the world to learn, teach, and bring the Gospel (Good News) to the world and ourselves.
This same pattern can be translated into how we are to live our daily lives. The Call, waking up and getting
started in the morning. The Word, a devotion or Scripture reading to set us on the right path for the day. The
Thanksgiving, a time of prayer and reflection before we go out into the world. The Sending Out, our getting on
with our day in service to God and the world.
This very same pattern can be found in our liturgical year within the church. The seasons which make up
this year are as follows (in order): Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Ordinary Time (a
most unfortunate naming). Just as in our worship service each part of the liturgy has various parts so does
liturgy of the year. Advent, the four Sundays leading up to Christmas, is our time for preparation of the Christ
Child, and Christmas, from December 25th to January 6th, is our celebration of Christ coming into the world, are
our Call to Faith. The Word, the story of the Good News of Jesus the Christ are the seasons of Epiphany (the
proclamation of the glory and divinity of Jesus as the Christ), Lent (the journey of preparation for Easter), and
Easter (God reconciling the world back through Jesus the Christ). The season of Pentecost is our season of
Thanksgiving, the time in which through prayer and reflection we look at the gifts we have received with the
help of the Holy Spirit and discern where God is calling us and what other gifts the Holy Spirit has brought to
us to use. Finally, the season of Sending Out, the reason I say this liturgical season is unfortunately named, is
Ordinary Time. There is nothing truly “ordinary” about it. It is the long season where we study how God has
moved in the lives of others, their callings, their trials, their shortcomings, the way in which God worked
through them and then are better able to see how God is working through us individually and as a people
through those very same aspects of our lives.
These cycles can be seen throughout our created world. They can be seen in the seasons, in the reflection
of our lives from birth to death, within the trials of our lives. Liturgy and the liturgical seasons are they way in
which life is naturally structured, whether we give thought to it or not. It is not by happenstance or shear luck,
but instead by design of the Divine. The seasons are not something which the church merely threw together
and gave weird theological names. They were keen observations and well thought out plans over centuries of
reflection, study, prayer and discernment. Hopefully, understanding why and what these things are will help to
make the importance of the Lenten season and its spiritual practices more meaningful for you.
So what is this season we call Lent and the practices which go along with it? It is a season of reflection,
repentance, and preparation for what by all Christian standards is the most important story in all of Scripture,
the sacrifice, death, and resurrection of our Savior and the reconciling of our lives back to God through those
actions.
It is our time to work, sacrifice, study, pray, repent, and turn back to our God!
McKim, Donald K. Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms. Westminster John Knox Press. 1996. p.
163.
continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2
The season of Lent is kicked off with our Ash Wednesday celebration! The tradition of repentance and mourning by sitting for a designated period of time in sackcloth and ash is probably best known through the story of Job
and is a common thread throughout the story. It can also be found in the book of Esther (4:1,3) and Ezekiel
(27:30). It is a very old and symbolic Hebrew tradition. The sackcloth was a symbol of humility and servitude. By
donning sackcloth, people were reminding themselves who it was they served and humbling themselves before
God, a much more just and gracious master than their days of slavery under Pharaoh. The ash is a remembrance of
who created them and to whom they shall return. This can be found in Ecclesiastes 3:20, “All go to one place; all
are from the dust, and all turn to dust again.” It is the start to the journey of repentance. To understand this next
concept, one must understand that the Hebrew language is always in motion. There is a motion to every word. For
instance, in Hebrew thought, the word “sin” literally means “to miss the mark.” It is a movement from one place to
another and to not be getting to God’s desired destination. In the same way to “repent” is “to find comfort” with an
emphasis in turning to change one’s course. In the case of sin, it is to turn back to God. Therefore, our journey
during Lent is to repent, or to turn back to God.
Now, where did this idea of giving up something for Lent come from? Quite literally, it was to remove obstacles that were keeping us from having a better relationship with God. Over time, that sacrifice somehow became
associated with the sacrifice Christ made. We sacrifice because Christ sacrificed. Interesting thought, but not very
helpful in light of the humbling ourselves before God and remembering who the Creator is and who is the created
which starts our journey off with Ash Wednesday. Truly, it should be about finding a way to be on a better path to
a relationship with our God. There is a little more to it than just giving something up though.
Let’s say we give up watching our favorite television show for Lent. That in itself is not going to bring us closer to God. I can give up my favorite tv show and then simply replace it with another activity. Maybe I replace it
with playing video games or spending more time on Facebook. All I have done is replaced one obstacle with another. If I instead sit down to reflect and discern what obstacle might be in my way and why, I may be able to find
a way to start a good habit for that relationship. Maybe I feel God calling me to spend more quality time with the
family. Maybe it is finding time for prayer and devotions. Maybe it is finding time to become part of some form of
service to others. Whatever that calling might be is what we should be replacing the thing we give up. Now it may
very well be that God is calling you to give up some form of food so you can have a longer and better life with family, but even there we must find something better to replace it with in order to get back on the right path.
I find it interesting that the most current research says it takes anywhere from 21 to 66 days to break an old habit and start a new one. Lent is 40 days long not counting Sundays (which makes it a total of 46 days). If you average the current research on breaking and starting habits it comes out to 43.5 days. This Lenten season let’s journey
together in taking up some sort of spiritual practice by giving up what stands in our way of a better relationship
with God and filling that space with a practice which will draw us closer. It is God who created us. It is God who
redeems us. May this journey be one in which we are better prepared to humble ourselves as created and draw
closer to the one who calls us to the life which we were created for!
Peace and God bless,
Pastor Burt

Dad’s Belgian Waffles
Sunday, March 10th, 2019 from 8:30am to 12:30pm at St. Croix
Central High School. They will be serving waffles, sausages,
flavored syrups and beverages. It is $9 for adults, kids 5 and
under are free. Proceeds from the breakfast are going to the SCC
Mental Health Support and Suicide Prevention. The breakfast is
sponsored by Trinity Church.
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Easter Flower Order Form
Roberts Congregational
United Church of Christ
Flowers can be ordered in honor of or in memory of your loved ones.
Please fill out the information below and place your order in the basket at the back of the
church.
Deadline for ordering is Sunday, March 18th.
Please see Megan Frye if you have any questions.
Individual plants are $9.00 each.

In Honor of:
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_____
In Memory of:
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_____
Qty:_______________

Given by:____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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Lent & Easter 2019
For Lent this year we will begin our season with our Ash Wednesday Service on March 6 th at 6pm. Over the rest
of the season we will be doing a book study. The book we will be reading is “Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to
the Culture of Now” by Walter Brueggemann. You have the choice of attending Wednesdays at Noon or at 7pm.
The book is $12 and there is a scholarship available for those who cannot afford the book. If you are interested in
attending and have not yet signed up, please contact Pastor Burt via email at ruccpastor@gmail.com or via phone at
563-387-7093.
We will also be holding special services throughout Holy Week. Palm Sunday will be held at 10am on April 14 th.
Our Maundy Thursday service will be held at 7pm on April 18th. Good Friday will be at 7pm on April 19th. We culminate our week with our Easter Sunrise Celebration at 6am (hopefully on the hill at the east end of the parking lot)
on April 21st and our regularly scheduled Easter Sunday Celebration at 10am in the Sanctuary.
Quick Glance Lent and Easter Schedule
Date
Time
What
th
Wednesday, March 6
7pm
Ash Wednesday Service
th
Wednesday, March 13 Noon or 7pm Book Study
Wednesday, March 20th Noon or 7pm Book Study
Wednesday, March 27th Noon or 7pm Book Study
Wednesday, April 3rd
Noon or 7pm Book Study
th
Wednesday, April 10
Noon or 7pm Book Study
Sunday, April 14th
10am
Palm Sunday
th
Wednesday, April 17
Noon or 7pm Book Study
Wednesday, April 18th 7pm
Maundy Thursday Service
th
Wednesday, April 19
7pm
Good Friday Service
st
Wednesday, April 21
6am
Easter Sunrise Celebration
Wednesday, April 21st 10am
Easter Sunday Celebration

Notes
Preface/ Chapter 1
Chapter 2
Chapter 3
Chapter 4
Chapter 5
Chapter 6

Featured Board: Food Pantry
Our Food Pantry serves both the communities of Roberts and
Hammond. Our Board of Directors feel very privileged to be able to be
involved in the operation and growth of the Food Pantry. You probably
know the four of us that comprise the Board: Mary Thorsen, Lowell
Johnson, Liz Croes, and me, Roene Frederick. But I would like to give
recognition to our group of very loyal, dependable volunteers without
whom we couldn’t operate. Of course, our first “drafted recruits” were Sharon Johnson and Dennis Thorsen. Others
include Betty Schultz, Geri and Ron Campbell, members of Cross Lutheran Church, Linda Jourdeans and Pete Close
affiliated with St. Mary's Catholic Church in Hammond. Pete is also our willing on call, go-to guy.
Those doing the hauling include Sharon and Chuck Pizzi. Sharon also does the filing of our reports and keeping track
of inventory. Dave and Lori Spieck and Bill Snoeyenbos alternate weekly trips to County Market. Lowell and Sharon
go for the EFN and United Way. There is usually something that has to be done 5 days a week.
It takes SO many people, giving up SO much time, driving SO many miles, with SO much dedication to have a
successful community food shelf. It does almost “Take A Village” to operate a pantry.
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Financial Peace University

Free Money (For the church!)

Did you know that 89% of the people in a typical
American congregation don’t have a financial safety Roberts UCC just received another payment from the
AmazonSmile Foundation! AmazonSmile is a website
net?
operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and
 Shocked? I was too. But there’s HOPE! And that
shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that
hope is Financial Peace University. FPU is a ninewhen you shop on AmazonSmile, the Foundation will
lesson course taught by Dave Ramsey and his team donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to
of financial experts. With FPU, our members will
the charitable organization of your choice.
learn step by step how to handle money using biblical wisdom and common sense.
This is a simple and automatic way for you to support
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ every
 Through life-changing videos, online tools and resources, and group accountability, our church mem- time you shop, at no cost to you!
bers will learn how to create and stick to a budget,
save for emergencies, pay off debt, and plan for the On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ to receive
future.
donations from eligible purchases before you begin
 Leading a Financial Peace University group here
shopping. They will remember your selection, and then
could help shift the giving culture in our church
every future eligible purchase you make at
body!
smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.
 Just imagine the impact we could have on the community if we were all debt-free! Marriages and fam- To get started, visit www.smile.amazon.com and search
for Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ from
ilies would be strengthened. People would be freed
their list of approved organizations. It’s that simple!
up to be outrageously generous. This kind of hope
Remember to use the SMILE site rather than the usual
will ignite change in our entire community!
Amazon.com site each time you make a purchase in order
This course will run from March 2-April 27th from
for a donation to be generated. If you have any questions,
10am-noon.You can register@www.financialpeace.com contact Lori Jurek, Sonya Jansma, or Carrie Fisher.
or with Rachel Ackley at brjta@baldwin-telecom.net.


You’re Invited!!
What: Bible Brunch
When: Sunday March 3rd
from 11:00am-12:00pm
Cost: Free will donation
As we head into the Lenten season,
we are providing our Sunday school
children with the opportunity to learn
about service to others. You are
invited to join us for our very first Bible Brunch. We will be enjoying pancakes, sausage, fresh fruit,
cookies/bars and milk/juice. Any donations collected will be going towards upgrading the audio/visual
system that is used by the Sunday school.
To help reduce cost, we are looking for individuals willing to donate food or beverages. Please see the
board at church for more information. If you have any questions please see a member of the Board
of Christian Education or email Michelle Hansen at shell_329@hotmail.com
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COMMUNITY DINNER
Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship
Thursday, March 7, 2019
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Menu: Chicken Enchiladas
Corn

Salad

Dinner rolls
Dessert
Milk & water
Adults: $6.00 - Children: $3.00
Take out is available

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive, Roberts WI 54023
715-749-3225
http://www.robertsucc.org
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Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are
In a binder in the church office if anyone is interested in more specifics.
General Fund Financial Summary as of January 31, 2019
YTD
Income/Contributions

$14,936.51

Adopt A Mortgage

75.00

Fundraising income

30.00

Interest

.17

Total income

15,041.68

Expenses

12,006.86

Transfers from other accounts

400.00

Net General Fund Activity

$3,434.82

Assets

Liabilities & Equity
Checking

$118.74

Accrued expenses

$169.09

Savings

248.58

Bank mortgage balance

767,419.32

SCRIP Account/Card inventory

1,526.05

Member mortgage balances

150,000.00

Total General Accounts

1,893.37

Total liabilities

917,588.41

Other bank accounts

39,392.39

Fixed assets

1,874,642.28

Equity

998,339.63

Total Assets

$1,915,928.04
Total Liabilities & Equity

$1,915,928.04

Feed My Starving Children
Even with the sub-zero temperatures
and icy roads, we had a good turnout
on Saturday 1/26 to pack manna meals
at Feed My Starving Children. Thank
you to all those who participated for
Sierra Leone (Cecil Brighton, Jo
Osborne, Mary Klesewski, Margie
Ricci, Tory Williams, Debra Larsen,
and Jo Fenstermaker).
Our next packing session will be
Saturday April 13, 9:00 - 11:00 AM
(car pooling from the church will be
available). Twelve spots have been
reserved for this date, please consider
signing up for it. If questions and
wanting to sign up, contact Jo Fenstermaker call/text/email (612-437-7890 fenstrmakerjo@gmail.com).
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Roberts UCC Prayer List
Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list.

Bonnie Mercer

Marge Wolske

Marilyn Hayes

Lisa Briess

Bobbie Kuhnke

Jackie Hunter

Beth Wolske

Carol Moenke

Charlie Grupe Jane Getzie

Cecil Brighton

Tanner Kelm

Joyce Wolske

Lavere Wolske Lyle Johnson

*

Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement

*

At Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink

*

Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list.
Please contact the church office if we have missed
your birthday, anniversary, or have any
corrections to update.

Celebrating March Birthdays
1

Emma Delander

13

Pat Colbeth

17

Jo Fenstermaker
Avery Rogers

Hailey Schultz
2

Bill Snoeyenbos

20

Rick Risberg

3

Faron Fuller

23

Josie Armagost
Tony Nelson

Margie Ricci
6

Ryley Jurek

24

Collin Nelson

7

Chris Bohl

25

Cheryl Cowles

Deb Linaman

26

Brita Lindquist
Mark Morgen

8

Mary Thorsen

9

Jeff Hinkel

27

Betty Schultz

10

Logan Nelson

29

Michelle Hansen

11

Erin Weiss

30

Cheryl Lindquist

12

Mary Grupe
Leo Weiss
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Anniversaries

Daryl Jones

Gracie Delander
Dan Nelson

Celebrating March

David Ray

23

Don & Connie Gillis

March 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1 World Day of

2

8

9

Prayer

3

4

Sat

10am Financial
Peace University

5

6

7

6:30pm Deacons

Ash Wed.
7pm Ash Wed.
Service
6:30pm Bells

3pm WF
4:30pm Community
Dinner
6pm Council

10 Daylight Saving 11
Begins
8:45am SS
10am Worship
SCRIP orders due

6:30pm SHIFT @ Jo 10am Worship @
Fenstermaker’s
Care Center

12

13

14

15

16

17 Saint Patrick's

18

19

8:45am SS
10am Worship
w/Holy Communion
11am Bible Brunch

Day
8:45am SS
10am Worship
11am PPRC

24

25

Noon & 7pm Lenten 6pm CE
Bible Study
6:30pm Bells

10am Financial
Peace University

10am Financial
Peace University

20 Spring Begins

Noon & 7pm Lenten
Bible Study
6:30pm Bells
Newsletter Deadline

21

22

23

6pm Trustees

26

27

28

29

30

8:45am SS
10am Worship
SCRIP orders due

Noon & 7pm Lenten
Bible Study
6:30pm Bells

10am Financial
Peace University

10am Financial
Peace University

31
“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your
work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God.” Exodus 20:8-10a

Coming up in April:
Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am
Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 pm
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April 13 - FMSC
April 18-Maundy Thursday
April 19-Good Friday
April 21-Easter Sunday
April 26-27-WF Spring Garage Sale

