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Connections  
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ   

      April 2019 

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.  

Scripture basis:  We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our 
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3) 

 

Sunday, April 14th, 2019   11:00am 
Menu will include: Assorted egg bakes, sausages, fruit, muffins, 
and beverages. 

Sponsored by SHIFT 

Free will donations will be accepted for church kitchen updates. 
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Beauty Is in the Eye of the Creator! 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: love your neighbor 

as yourself.  
-Matthew 22:37-39 

 

One day, a young boy found a hairy, grey caterpillar crawling on a leaf.  He excitedly grabbed the creature 
and ran home to show it to his mother.  On sight of the insect in her house, the mother began to scream and 
shout out of her fear of insects.  After informing him that it was the ugliest thing she had ever seen, she told 
him to get rid of it or she would squash it like the bug that it was. 

Hearing the commotion in the house, the father came running in afraid something was seriously wrong.  On 
seeing what his son was holding, he had an idea to teach both of them a lesson.  The father quickly poked a few 
holes in the top of an old sour cream container and had the boy put the caterpillar in it.  Then the boy and his 
father went out to get a suitable home for the child's new pet.  Placing a leafy branch and other decorations into 
the terrarium they secured the caterpillar in it and the father told the boy and his mother to watch and see what 
happened.  

The boy checked things out daily and cared for his new friend; taking it out often to let it crawl up and 
down his arm.  He even named it...Beauty.  Time passed and the mother, ok with the fact the insect would not 
get out on its own, and the boy waited excitedly to see what type of beautiful butterfly this creature might 
become. 

Once the caterpillar finally formed its cocoon, the boy and the mother checked anxiously every day for the 
new arrival.  The father watched as the boy and his mother grew closer together in this new found endeavor.  
Finally, the day came, and Beauty climbed out of her cocoon.  

The boy was ecstatic.  He looked in through the glass at Beauty.  Her antennas were long and velvety.  Her 
body was sleek with the finest hairs as he watched her tiny legs working together as she crawled on the glass.  
When she spread her wings, they had the most intricate patterns drawn across them he had ever seen. 

Grabbing the terrarium, he raced down stairs to show his parents.  His father smiled knowingly as the boy 
talked a mile a minute.  As his mother looked in through the glass, expecting to see the brilliant hues of a 
butterfly, she was shocked to find nothing more than a common moth...an insect she would have shrieked about 
and swatted with a fly swatter in any other situation. 

The boy exclaimed, "Isn't she beautiful, mom?" 

"She is beautiful because you love her, and I love you," was the mother's reply. 

The father chimed in, "Remember that we are all beautiful in the eyes of our Creator, who cares for us and 
tends us.  Whether we are caterpillars who have yet to change, brightly hued butterflies, or a common moth, 
our God loves us.  Therefore, out of love for God, let us love one another seeing the beauty of each individual." 

May God bless you to see yourself and others with the beauty you each hold.  May you find a passion for 
seeing things through God’s eyes.  May you love and respect God enough to love yourself and neighbor as 
God’s creation! 

 

God's blessings on you all today! 

Pastor Burt 
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Happy Easter Greetings from Jo  
Fenstermaker . . . where to start?  

I am the oldest daughter of nine children to 
Catholic, farming parents in Morris MN – my 
siblings are spread out between Montana and 
Massachusetts. A childhood within this reality 
taught me good lessons of hard work, living 
within a tight budget and (thanks to my mother) 
always keep those less fortunate at your  
forefront thoughts and actions.   I moved to the 
Twin Cities in my early 20s and have been  
employed in numerous accounting offices over 
the years. Currently, at Marsden Services in St 
Paul as Accounts Payable Lead – a national 
holding company for janitorial and security  
services. 

My 26-year-old son is living in Portland OR as 
an EMT and my husband, Rick, and I were married in 2013.  Rick will begin his retirement journey as of May 1 (IT 
at MN DOT) with my plans to retire within the next couple years also (God Willing . . . with an end goal to move 
to WA). My personal passions are friendships, exercising, health, personal growth . . . oh, and red wine with dark 
chocolate (plus another indulgence some of you may be aware of). :) 

UCC has been an integral part of my life for over 30 years. First at New Spirit UCC in Savage MN serving on 
multiple boards, positions and volunteering.  I became a member of RUCC in January 2016. Almost immediately, I 
became a member of the SHIFT! Committee, coordinate the Feed My Starving Children packing sessions, and am 
currently the Trustee secretary.  UCC means the world to me as I grow emotionally and spiritually (probably helps 
that I have two UCC ministers in my immediate family to coach me along).  The compassion and “family” both 
UCC churches have given me and mine has been phenomenal and my continuous goal is to payback as best I can. 
Love the history and the continual fight for justice UCC brings to the world. 

Featured Article: Trustees 

 

 

Easter 2019 
We will be holding special services throughout Holy Week.  

Palm Sunday will be held at 10am on April 14th.  Our  
Maundy Thursday service will be held at 7pm on April 18th.  
Good Friday will be at 7pm on April 19th.  We  
culminate our week with our Easter Sunrise Celebration at 
6am (hopefully on the hill at the east end of the parking lot) 

on April 21st and our regularly scheduled Easter Sunday  
Celebration at 10am in the Sanctuary. 



 

 

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF 

ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

March 7, 2019 

PLEASE NOTE: Full transcript is in the Church Council binder in the church office. 
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Silent Messengers return to support the homeless 
The Silent Messengers are performing on April 14th to support the local homeless shelters.  The performance will be 
at Faith Community Church in New Richmond.  The crew performs as a donation to help Grace Place and Serenity 
Home Shelters located in Polk and St. Croix County.   

Silent Messengers performing during the season of Lent to help Grace Place and Serenity Home has become a bit of 
a tradition.  The crew started this a few years back and it has been well attended by many wanting to celebrate the life 
of Jesus during the season of Lent but also wanting to help the shelters at the same time.  This year, the event will be 
the same as before.  It will include a soup supper at 5pm.  Many of the soups are donated by local businesses.  Then, 
at 6pm, the performance will begin.  The performance is a theatrical presentation by the “Silent Messengers” and is a 
re-enactment of the life of Christ celebrating His resurrection and the promise that it brings.  The unique thing about 
this performance is that the entire production is performed in complete silence by talented young men and women 
who bring to life the story of Jesus’ life.   

People wanting to see the show and support Grace Place and Serenity Home shelters should RSVP for the event on 

either shelter’s webpage:  www.sagraceplace.org or www.saserenityhome.org RSVP’s are not required but are appre-

ciated.   A person can also call 715-497-4438 to RSVP. The cost to eat and see the performance is a free will offering 

to the shelters. With the Lenten season upon us, this is the perfect opportunity for families to come together and  

celebrate the life and resurrection of Jesus all while supporting the less fortunate in our local communities.  This is 

also a great opportunity for your church group or bible study group to attend.  If there are any questions please call 

715-497-4438 or follow Grace Place Salvation Army or Polk County Salvation Army on Facebook for more  

information.   
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A Worthwhile Movie! 
Greetings all, 

It is not often, but every once in a while I come across a book or a movie which warrants me passing it along to a 
large group of people.  I am not talking about box office smash hits or New York Times Best Sellers.  I am talking 
about those beautiful books and films you only find from going off the beaten path and wandering the wilderness of 
the obscure.  Which leads to the subject of this little write up…“An Interview with God??”  Haven’t heard of it?  Not 
surprising.  It was debuted in the US on August 21, 2018 and theatrically never made it out of the shoot.  It grossed a 
little over $1.2 million in the US between its three days of theater showings and digital/DVD sales.  Although it did 
much better in South America and Eastern Europe.   

Why is any of that important?  Because despite its lack of luster in the US, it is a great film starring known actors: 
Brenton Thwaites of movies like “Maleficent” (Prince Phillip) and “Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Ta-
les” (Henry Turner) and David Strathairn notably of movies such as “Bourne Ultimatum” (Noah Vesson) and 
“Lincoln” (William Seward).  Its director is Perry Lang who has directed such shows as “ER,” “NYPD Blue,” 
“Dawson’s Creek,” “NCIS: Los Angeles,” and “Weeds.”  Finally, three production companies came together to make 
the film: Astute Films (“90 Minutes in Heaven”), Big Indie Pictures (“Manchester by the Sea”) and Giving Films 
(“90 Minutes in Heaven” and “Paul, Apostle of Christ”).  The last of these, Giving Films, donates all proceeds from 
its films to charities.  In the case of “An Interview with God” the proceeds will be focusing on foster care.  That, in 
itself, is worth spending the 97 minutes and cost of renting or streaming it. 

Beyond those facts though, the movie itself is a rich mixture of storyline, acting, directing, and theology.  Theo-
logically, it is as deep as you want to take it.  Whether you are watching it simply for a good story or looking for the 
theology shown both through the script and the cinematography, it will keep you entertained and thinking.  It tackles 
some very hard questions. Why do bad things happen to good people?  If God forgives everything, what is the point 
of following the rules (the Ten Commandments)?  Is faith in God enough? 

If that were not enough, there is the storyline.  A young journalist with a rocky marriage recently returned from a 
war zone and dealing with the aftermath of mental health issues associated with it is also struggling with an infidelity 
and a past which haunts him.  In the midst of all of that, he is granted an interview with God.  The interview takes 
place in three 30 minute sessions over a period of time.  The story is filled with unforeseen plot twists, moments that 
will engage you emotionally and spiritually, and theological questions (and possible answers) to make you think af-
terwards.  On a side note, this is not a movie I would watch with younger children and would strongly suggest it be 
watched with an adult for older children.  There is no nudity or profanity, but it does deal with some more difficult 
subject matter (infidelity, mental illness, family issues, and suicide).  None of it is inappropriate, but may, at the very 
least, need some discussion afterwards. 

Take the time to watch this movie and you will not be disappointed.  I would even consider doing a viewing here 
at the church with discussion and fellowship afterwards if there was enough interest in it.  If this is something you 
might be interested in, please see me and let me know. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Burt 
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D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S. Corner 

 
We have three exceptional young ladies in our D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E.S. 
Together program (Confirmation); Gracie Delander, Maddy Dull, 
Ceola Lindquist.  You may have noticed them helping out in  
various ways during Sunday worship.  The program is going well.  
Some of the things they are required to do are to write sermon  
reports and journal as they read through the Gospel of Mark.  I have 
been more than a little surprised at their grasp of both and thought I 

might start sharing (with their permission) some of their insights in this little column.  This second one will be a  
sermon report that Madalyn turned in on the sermon given back on February 17th.  Here’s what she had to say about 
the sermon: 

 “Today’s sermon was about God coming to save everyone. Not just one person or a group of 
people but everyone. He came to give hope to everyone. He came to heal us. Sit back and trust God 
and what he can do to heal you. We want him to keep healing us and we do the same thing over and 
over again. We need to stop trusting other people to fix the world. Start staying in the presence of 
God. There is great stuff in books but it isn’t always going to help heal you. God is always trying to 
help us.” 

 

Thank you, Madalyn, for sharing your thoughts with us. 

 

Roberts Congregational 
UCC 

SPRING 

Rummage Sale!! 

 
The Women’s Fellowship will be hosting our annual spring rummage Sale on Friday, April 26, 2019 

from 8:00am-6:00pm and on Saturday, April 27, 2019 from 8:00am-10:30am.  We will be collecting 

clean, gently used clothes, kitchen items and misc. goodies on Monday-Thursday, April 22nd -April 

25th from 1:00pm-6:00pm each day.  Lunch will be served on Friday.   We’re always looking for  

volunteers to help with the setting up and the sale, so if you’re interested, please join us for some fun 

and fellowship!  All proceeds go towards church missions. 
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COMMUNITY DINNER  

Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship  

Thursday, April 4, 2019  

4:30 p.m.  - 6:30 p.m.  

 

Menu:  

Barbecues  Baked Beans 

  Assorted Salads      Assorted Cakes 

Beverages 

 

Adults: $6.00  -  Children: $3.00   

Take out is available  

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ  

1001 Birch Drive, Roberts WI 54023      715-749-3225  

http://www.robertsucc.org 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are 

In a binder in the church office if anyone is interested in more specifics. 

 
Free Money (For the church!) 

 
 
Roberts UCC just received another payment 
from the AmazonSmile Foundation!  

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as  
Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice. 
 
This is a simple and automatic way for you to support Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ every 
time you shop, at no cost to you!  
 
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ to 
receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. They will remember your selection, and 
then every future eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. 
 
To get started, visit www.smile.amazon.com and search for Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ 
from their list of approved organizations. It’s that simple! Remember to use the SMILE site rather than the 
usual Amazon.com site each time you make a purchase in order for a donation to be generated. If you have 
any questions, contact Lori Jurek, Sonya Jansma, or Carrie Fisher. 

General Fund Financial Summary as of February 28, 2019 

YTD  

 Income/Contributions  $27,683.68    

 Adopt A Mortgage  150.00    

 Fundraising income 32.43   

 Interest  .26    

 Total income  27,866.37    

 Expenses  25,845.40    

 Transfers from other accounts  800.00    

 Net General Fund Activity  $2,820.97   

 
Assets Liabilities & Equity 

      Accrued expenses  $303.98 

   Bank mortgage balance 763,457.02 

   Member mortgage balances  150,000.00 

 General Accounts  $1,752.11  Total liabilities  913,761.00 

 Other bank accounts  35,806.27 

 Fixed assets  1,874,642.28  Equity  998,439.66 

 Total Assets  $1,912,200.66 

 Total Liabilities & Equity  $1,912,200.66 
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Roberts UCC Prayer List  

 

Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list. 

 

 

Bonnie Mercer Marge Wolske Marilyn Hayes   Lisa Briess      Bobbie Kuhnke 

Jackie Hunter Beth Wolske                   Carol Moenke  Charlie Grupe    Jane Getzie 

Maggie Olson Tanner Kelm Joyce Wolske    Lavere Wolske   Earl Pechuman  

Greg Hettick                   Deanna Gallati                            

  *     Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement 

         *     At Baldwin Care Center:  Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink 

         *    Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list. 

 

 

 

       
      
 

Celebrating April Birthdays 

 

    

 

 

Celebrating April  

Anniversaries 

  

Please contact the church office if we have missed 
your birthday, anniversary, or have any  

corrections to update. 

 

1  Brenna Hansen 

2  Laura Logas 

3  Diane McKenna 

 Jerry Vasfaret 

7  Skyler Henley 

 Alex Ray 

8  Dylan Frye 

 Roxie Hatch 

9 Sheryl Johnson 

11 Callie Robelia 

13 Rusty Cox 

17  Debby Phillips 

19 Brielle Hansen 

21 Tim Myer 

22 Margo Schultz 

23 Connie Gillis 

 Dan Rogers 

24 Ron Boenish 

25  Dick Colbeth 

 Rick Fenstermaker 

26  Brett Budrow 

 Ryan Hansen 

27  Ceola Lindquist 

28  Courtney Kramer 

29  Nancy Kirouac 

30  Anna Lindquist 

4  Ken & Mary Fern 

 Earl & Lenore Pechuman 

6  Skyler & Hayley Henley 

8  Dave & Diane McKenna 

19  Dennis & Carrie Segebrecht 

24  Roger & Laurene Ray 

29  Don & Rockie Graf 

 Steve & Roxanne Nelson



 

Coming up in May: 
May 12 - Last Day of Sunday School 

May 27 - Memorial Day 

 

April 2019 

Food Pantry Hours: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am 

Wednesdays     6:30-8:00 pm 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
  

2  
 6:30pm Deacons  

3 
 Noon & 7pm  

Lenten Bible 
Study 

6pm Bells 

4 
3pm Women’s 
Fellowship 

4:30pm  

Community  

Dinner 

 

5 
  

6 
  

7 
 8:45am SS 

10am Worship 
w/Holy Communion 

11:15am Council 

8 
 6:30PM SHIFT @ 

Nancy Kirouac’s 

9 
 10am Worship @ 

Care Center 

10 
 Noon & 7pm 

Lenten Bible 
Study 

6pm Bells 

11 
 6pm Christian 
Education 

12 
  

13 

 9am Feed My  

Starving Children 

14 
Palm Sunday 

8:45am SS 

10am Worship 

SCRIP orders due 

11am Lenten Brunch 

15 Tax Day  
  

16 
  

17 
 Noon & 7pm 

Lenten Bible 
Study 

6pm Bells 

18 
5:30pm SHIFT @ 
Grace Place 

7pm  Maundy 
Thursday 

Service 

19  

7pm Good Friday 
 Service 

20 
 9am Bells 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

21 Easter 
 6am Easter Sunrise 
Service 

10am Easter Sunday 
Celebration 

22 Earth Day 
  

 

 

 

 

1pm Rummage 
Sale Drop Off 

23 
1pm Rummage 
Sale Drop Off 

6pm Trustees 

24 Administrative 
Professionals 
Day 

1pm Rummage 
Sale Drop Off 

6:30pm Bells 

25 
1pm Rummage 
Sale Drop Off 

7pm Bells 

26 Arbor Day 
  

 

 

 

 

8am WF  

Rummage Sale 

27 
8am WF  
Rummage Sale 

9am Bells 

28 
 8:45am SS 

10am Worship 

SCRIP orders due 

29  
  

30 
  

  

 

“He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.”  

  Matthew 28:6 


