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Connections  
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ   

      June 2019 

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.  

Scripture basis:  We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our 
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3) 

Sunday, June 2, 2019     9:00AM 

Roberts Community Park  
Under the Big Tent! 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters,  

since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  
It is the Lord Christ you are serving.  

— Colossians 3:23-24 

 

As I sit to write this morning, reflecting back on the last few days, I am grateful. We often talk of money in 
church as the world talks of money...as a way to pay the bills and keep the doors open. We use words like 
"offering, tithe, sacrifice, gift, stewardship," but we simply interchange them for the secular lingo of “paying 
bills, salary, upkeep, and budget making.” I'm as guilty of this as the next person is.  There is much more to it 
than that, however, and it is important to keep that in mind.  Especially in light of the season we are heading 
into.  Summer is a time when we take vacations, look to enjoying weekend getaways to the lake, and simply 
getting out and exploring the world God has created around us.  It is an amazing time of joy and fun.  It is also 
a necessary time in order to rejuvenate our spirits and bodies.  It is the reason God created all that is around us. 

It is important to remember that as we take these vacations, God’s ministries do not stop.  We are an 
integral part of that ministry, as is our giving.  Although we are taking vacations, God is not.  It is a good thing 
too.  For if in those times when others are out enjoying all God has created, it may be one of us that are in need 
of God’s help as it manifests itself in the church.  That being said, our giving is what makes those ministries 
possible. 

While thinking about all of this, it dawned on me how much the stewardship and money the churches I have 
served has truly been ministry. Those funds have allowed for some pretty amazing moments I've had the 
blessing to observe and participate in…moments that would have not happened otherwise. Moments where 
God’s hand has been able to touch, heal, and hold up individuals and families.  Moments where rejoicing is the 
only thing one can do at the birth of new life, either in the form of a child or the renewed life of someone who 
had fallen astray and found their way back through the help they received. 

From helping a battered and abused young woman and her children to escape the cycle of domestic 
violence to seeing the light in the eyes of a child as they meet Christ for the first time during a vacation bible 
school skit to the tears in the eyes of an elderly man receiving gifts for children he has taken in his home and 
doesn't know how he'll support. There is not enough space or time to relate all the little (and big) moments I've 
had the blessings to watch.  Moments which were made possible because of your sharing of time, talents, and 
wealth. 

Our giving back monetarily is about paying the bills but becomes about so much more than that in the long 
run. The money may pay the bills, but it allows for a place of refuge, hope, and love to be made...a place where 
people can feel safe to encounter our awesome God. Thank you to all who have given...whether a penny or vast 
amounts. YOU have continued the message and the love of God in the world through the church, its ministries, 
its programs, and most importantly your love!  Please remember this summer as you vacation that God is still at 
work even in your time of rejuvenating, the ministries still continue even while you are away, and those 
ministries need your financial help and support.  Your pledges and offerings are important to those who are in 
need and greatly appreciated even when you are away and do not get to see them in use. 

 

God bless you all! 
—Pastor Burt 
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Match Game 2019 

Our congregation has been challenged! 

Anonymous donors have offered to match donations made over and above your 

normal giving to the church as a way to close our budget shortfall.  

Each additional dollar you donate will be matched up to $7,500!! 

 

Do you want to play?  

Donation cards and envelopes for Match Game 2019 will be available shortly.  

Funds must be received no later than 7-14-19 to be eligible for matching funds.  

A Match Game 2019 contest and party will be held  

following worship July 14 to celebrate! 

 Men vs Women? Young vs Old? Cute vs Not so Much?  

Watch for additional details and make plans to attend! 
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Featured Article: SHIFT! 

SHIFT (Serving Him in Faith Together)  was created in March of 2015, when a handful of members gathered to 
discuss forming a new fellowship group.   We chose our name and identified our mission.   SHIFT! implies both 
action and change…our mission is to Serve Him in Faith Together!   

Four years later we continue to explore new ways to serve our church family and wider community.  Our activi-
ties are open to all who would like to participate.  There is no obligation to participate in every activity! We 
strive to offer a wide variety of opportunities for involvement and welcome the suggestion of new projects. 

Upcoming Dates: 

June 10 – Monthly meeting hosted by Lori Jurek (6:30pm) 
June 20 – Serve dinner at Grace Place in New Richmond (5:30pm) 
July 20 – Pack meals at Feed My Starving Children in Eagan (9:00am) 
August 21 – Host food stand at annual church auction  

Ongoing Projects: 

Give What you Can project to support our local Food Pantry 
Provide and serve dinner to residents of Grace Place 
Supplies collection drive for Grace Place 
Blessing Bags 
Feel Good Kits 
Quarterly meal packing sessions at Feed My Starving Children 
Support of T.H.U.G Life Ministry 

SHIFT! is open to both men and women, members and friends.   Our meetings are scheduled for the 2nd Monday 
of each month at 6:30pm and are hosted by a member of the group. Following our business, we enjoy a time of 
fellowship and dessert.  Anyone who would like to become involved or get more information about SHIFT! 
should contact Lori Jurek at 715-386-3214 or via email at aljurek@baldwin-telecom.net.  Those who are unable 
to physically participate but would like to support our outreach programs financially are invited make donations 
to RUCC – attn: SHIFT!   

 

SPRING RUMMAGE UPDATE 

     

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped make our spring rummage sale a huge success!  We took in 
$863.50 before expenses, which will be donated to the general fund to go towards church missions.                   

 

A special thank you to all our dedicated workers:  Sharon Johnson, Lenore Pechumen, Betty Shultz, Mary Schultz, Lori Jurek, Donna Ray and Judy 
Snoeyenbos, to everyone who contributed items to sell, and to all who came shopping.  This event couldn’t happen without ALL of you.   A special 
thank you to the men who helped make it easier for us with set up and take down;  Don Graf, Glen Hall and Bill Snoeyenbos.  All the left over rum-
mage went to Goodwill, Treasurers of the Heart and/or Burkwood Residential Center. 

Mark your calendars for our Fall Rummage Sale on September 13th and 14th, 2019. 

Once again THANK YOU ALL! 

mailto:aljurek@baldwin-telecom.net


 

 

CONDENSED MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF 

ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

May 2019 

PLEASE NOTE: Full transcript is in the Church Council binder in the church office. 
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MINUTES: Motion was made by Duane to approve the April 

minutes as written.  Second by Margie. Motion carries 

 

REPORTS 

Women’s Fellowship: Rummage sale brought in over $800.  

Their next sale will be Sept. 13 and 14.  Questions were raised 

about the appearance of a church quilt that many members par-

ticipated in creating.  It was determined the quilt commemorates 

the 100th anniversary of the New England Dinner.   

Christian Education: Have decided to participate in the Good 

Neighbor Days parade. They will be looking for others to join the 

fun by walking and donating candy.  Plans are underway for 

VBS.  This year’s theme is “We Are Family”.   

Deacons: We will worship in the park during Good Neighbor 

Days.  Video recordings of weekly sermons are being posted on 

our website.  Lots of positive feedback is coming in.  The board 

has recently renewed discussions about the feasibility of putting 

a television monitor in the back of the sanctuary for Burt’s con-

venience.   

SHIFT: Lenten brunch brought in $568.  A water heating unit has 

been installed for the church kitchen sink.  Thanks to Terry Dull 

for getting that done!   

Treasurer: Details from the March 31, 2019 financial report were 

reviewed.   

Trustees: They have kicked-off Match Game 2019.  Donors 

have agreed to match all donations made to the church, above & 

beyond normal pledges, up to $7500.  Donation forms and enve-

lopes are now available in the narthex.  A celebration will be held 

on July 14. It was noted that Peter Close has done a lot of work 

to clean up the ditches and lawn following the snow melt.  Please 

thank him if you see him!   

Pastor: He offered his thanks to the volunteers who are stepping 

in to assist during Kim’s absence.  Plans are moving forward to 

move to Microsoft Office 365.  The confirmands are working hard 

to prepare for their worship service on May 19th. Burt will be on 

vacation May 20 – 26.  Carrie Fisher will lead worship that week. 

Other dates to note: May 11 will be movie night at the church – 

Interview with God. June 9 is Pentecost Sunday as well as grad-

uate recognition. Our next Leadership retreat may be scheduled 

for September. Burt noted he hopes to add a potluck Sunday 

once a month following worship during the summer. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

For Heaven’s Sake, Let’s Play Bingo fundraising event has been 

set for Saturday, October 5 from 3 to 7pm at the community park 

building.  

 

Next meeting: June 6, 2019 at 6:00 PM.  Devotions will be led by 

Michelle.  

We have lots of special events coming up over the next several months!   

Add these dates to your calendar now so that you are free to join us then! 

July 14: Match Game 2019 Celebration 

August 4-7: We Are Family Vacation Bible School 

August 21: Annual Church Auction  

October 5: For Heaven’s Sake, Let’s Play Bingo! 



 

Page 6 

 

 
Join us in applauding our  

2019 Graduates! 

 

 

 

Annie Loewel graduated from UW Oshkosh with a Bachelor of Science degree in  

Human Services Management 

Ryley Jurek graduated from the Aveda Institute and is now a licensed Esthetician 

AJ Jurek graduated from the United State Marine Corps Officer Training Program 

 

 

 

Dear Wisconsin Conference friends, 

At this year’s General Synod, the UCC Disabili-
ties and Mental Health Justice Ministries is 
hosting a “Wellness Room.” This will be a 
space for General Synod attendees to get 
away from the crowds and busyness and find 
space and time for quiet and rejuvenation.  

We would like to provide welcome and hospi-
tality to individuals who choose to spend some 
time in this space. We are seeking donations 
of prayer shawls that could be used by and 
gifted to people who visit this space. If your 
congregation has a prayer shawl ministry or if 
you have individuals in your congregation who 
enjoy making prayer shawls, and you would 
be interested in donating some of your prayer 
shawls to the Wellness Room at General Syn-
od, please contact Lisa Hart via email 
(lhart@wcucc.org) or at 608-846-7880. 
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Volunteers Needed— 
Can you help?? 
 
Adoray Home Health and Hospice is 
currently recruiting for volunteers to 
help with our upcoming Pop-Up Treas-
ures from the Heart Sale that will be 
held at the Hudson Golf Club June 26-
June 29, 2019. We are looking for peo-
ple to help take donations prior to the 
sale, move furniture, cashier, and pro-
vide customer service at the sale. We 
are also look for groups in advance to 
pick-up furniture in Hudson. 
  
Current volunteer hour needs: 
  
Donation Drop-off Hours: 
Friday, June 14 – 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Saturday, June 15 – 9:00 am  - 5:00 pm 
Friday, June 21 – 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Saturday, June 22 – 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
  
Pop Up Sale Hours and Dates: 
Wednesday, June 26  - 11:00 – 7:00 
pm 
Thursday, June 27 – 11:00 – 7:00 pm 
Friday, June 28 – 9:00 – 5:00 pm 
Saturday, June 29 – 9:00 – 5:00 pm 
  
Adoray is a not- for profit organization 
that provides home health, palliative, 
and hospice services to western and 
northwestern Wisconsin. Adoray 
is reimbursed by insurance companies 
and private payers  for our services, 
most of revenue goes into personnel 
costs, and providing patients that do 
not have the ability to pay the ability to 
still have in home medical services.  
The Treasures from the Heart stores were developed 20 years ago to make up any funding difference needed to keep 
Adoray Home Health and Hospice running as a sustainable organization that provides the region with in-home medi-
cal services and brings nearly 100 jobs to this region.  
 
Proceeds from this sale will go toward putting a new roof onto the Baldwin Treasures from Heart store. 
  
Please contact Amanda Gustafson at 715-629-1914 or via e-mail at a.gustafson@adorayhomecare.org. 

  
  

 

mailto:a.gustafson@adorayhomecare.org
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Treasurer’s Report 
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are 

In a binder in the church office if anyone is interested in more specifics. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Notes from the Treasurer desk, April 2019     

      

Detailed minutes of the Trustee meetings, including full financial statements are available upon request. 

      

General Fund Financial Summary as of April 30, 2019    

      

Income/Contributions  $        62,326.68      

Adopt A Mortgage                  870.00      

Fundraising income               4,606.84      

Interest                       0.62      

Total income            67,804.14      

Expenses            57,714.41      

Transfers from other accounts               4,282.35      

Net General Fund Activity  $        14,372.08      

      

Assets   Liabilities & Equity   

General Accounts  $          2,484.50   Accrued expenses  $              195.53   

Total General Accounts               2,484.50   Bank mortgage balance          752,277.57   

Other bank accounts            42,881.31   Member mortgage balances          150,000.00   

Fixed assets      1,874,642.28   Total liabilities          902,473.10   

Total Assets  $  1,920,008.09      

   Equity      1,017,534.99   
      

   Total Liabilities & Equity  $  1,920,008.09   

We’re on our way! 

Currently, we’ve received just over  

$1200 of the $7500 needed to meet  

our Match Game 2019 Challenge. 
 

Remember: Funds must be received by July 14 to qualify  

for the matching funds. Thanks for your support!  
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Roberts UCC Prayer List  

 

Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list. 

 

 

Marilyn Hayes Beth Wolske Jane Getzie Bobbie Kuhnke 
Jackie Hunter Bonnie Mercer Carol Moenke Maggie Olson 
Marge Wolske Lisa Briess Charlie Grupe  Earl Pechuman 
Tanner Kelm Mary Frederick Joyce Wolske LaVere Wolske 
Kim Kramer                     

  *     Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement 

         *     At Baldwin Care Center:  Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink 

         *    Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list. 

 

 

 

       
      
 

Celebrating June Birthdays 

 

    

 

 

Celebrating June  

Anniversaries 

Please contact the church office if we have missed 
your birthday, anniversary, or have any  

corrections to update. 

 

1 Meghan Ament 

       Carter Anderson 

2     Reanna Gullixson 

4  Kyle Hoyer          

10   Eldon Myer 

       Tyler Ackley 

       Conner Hansen 

12    Ross Stone 

14 McKenzie Budrow 

17 Carol McKinley 

18  James Cave 

20   Judy Snoeyenbos 

21 Patty Johnson 

      Margaret Wolske 

23 Marcy Sain 

24 Anne Loewel 

27 Joe Sain 

28 Kelsey Jurek 

29 Marcia Graf 

      Gloria Myer 

4       Dan & Beth Rogers 

5        John & Jane Bond 

8  Charlie & Mary Grupe 

9  Doug & Audrey Ackley 

14  Pastor Burt & Toni Williams 

 David & Cheryl Lindquist 

18  Margaret & Bill Cave 

20 Eldon & Gloria Myer 

21  Margie & Bob Ricci 

22  Ashley & Ross Stone 

30  Gordon & Deanna Gallati 

 Joe & Cindy Schultz 

 Tiana & Karl Kristensen 



 

Coming up in July: 

July 14 Match Game 2019 Celebration 

July 20 Feed My Starving Children Packing Date 

June 2019 

Food Pantry Hours: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am 

Wednesdays     6:30-8:00 pm 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 
  

2 
 9am Worship in the 
Park for Good 
Neighbor Days 

3 
  

4 

 6:30pm Deacons 

5 
  

6 

 6pm Council 

7 
  

8 
  

9 
 10am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

SCRIP orders due 

10 
 6:30pm SHIFT @ 
Lori Jurek’s 

11 
 10am Worship @ 
Care Center 

12 
  

13 
 6pm Christian Ed 

14 
  

15 
  

16 
 FATHER’S DAY 

10am Worship 

11am PPRC 

17 
  

18 

 6pm Trustees 

19 
  

20 
 Newsletter  
Deadline 
5:30pm SHIFT 

@Grace Place 

21 
  

22 
  

23 

 10am Worship 

SCRIP orders due 

24 
  

25 
  

26 
  

27 
  

28 
  

29 
  

30 
 10am Worship 

Notes: 


