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 Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ 

 1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023 

 Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC 

        Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org 

Connections  
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ   

      September 2019 

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.  

Scripture basis:  We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our 
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3) 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 
Another fine year in the books with our Vacation Bible School.  Thank you to all of the adults who showed 
up in order to make this such a wonderful event.  We had a total of 36 adults who participated this year 
with an average of 20 there per night.  Our kiddos averaged 22 per night with a total of 26 students overall.  
This wasn’t the amazing part though.  What was amazing was to hear what the kids and adults were taking 
from our story.  How people who were from different walks came to share their faith.  How members and 
friends came together to become a family.  There was plenty of love to go around and an energy which 
could be felt throughout the church wherever we were. 

The story of Joseph and his brothers is one which has been retold time and time again over the years.  This 
year we used it to show just how even our families today can be broken or whole, helpful or hurtful, strong 
or weak and yet God provides for us along the way.  God provides what we need for daily living and, if 
necessary, another family to uphold us as God works with our family.  The event was a success because 
families shared their children, adults shared their talents, and this congregation came together and shared 
its space and resources.  Thanks to you all or another great year of VBS!  We truly ARE God’s FAMILY! 
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For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven… 

— Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

We are heading into one of my favorite seasons of the year, Fall.  The vibrant colors and cooler 
weather make for beautiful days.  This season holds fond memories for me in my years growing up 
in North Central Wisconsin.  I used to love to go sit up on a place known as Nine Mile Hill just 

outside my hometown and look out over the sea of oranges, reds and yellows as they blew in the soft winds.  It almost 
looked as though the entire forest was ablaze.  Then I would continue the journey out to my Grandmother’s homestead 
and walk and sit for hours in the woods along the Wisconsin river.  The sights, sounds, and smells would refresh my soul 
as I sat there amidst God’s beauty.  It is not that it wasn’t beautiful at other times, just that this was the time that touched 
me the deepest. 

Summers we would have fun as children running through the woods and building forts.  In the winter, we would go 
out and build snow-forts, sled, and skate on ice rinks on the river.  In spring, we would go out and try to redirect the 
rivulets of melting water that ran down the quarter mile drive.  Fall, though, that was a time of peace and tranquility for 
me.  It was a time of sheer beauty which healed the soul. 

God’s wisdom never ceases to amaze me.  Even in the planning of the seasons there was a plan, a metaphor for life.  
It is unique to each of us in the same way which each of us is unique in the eyes of God.  Each person has their favorite 
season and reasons for it.  As I get older, I am beginning to understand better people’s perspectives on the seasons of life.  
Not every season is our favorite and some of them are much richer for some than others. 

As I think about the metaphor of seasons to life, I am more acutely aware the preciousness of each one.  In the 
“Spring” of my life I spent a lot of time just growing and developing.  Those childhood, teen, and young adult years 
which served to grow the roots and began to mold me as I budded into the world as the person I would become were not 
always my favorite years.  Some of those lessons and times of transplanting were painful and left knots and scars that 
remain with me yet today.  Yet, as I look back there were so many bright moments and people that brought sun and 
happiness in that I would not change them. 

The “Summer” of life brought a lot of growth and molding, work and play.  There were days of beautiful sunshine 
and breezes, and some nights of strong storms and clean-up that needed to be done afterwards.  There were days when the 
temperatures exceeded what I thought I could withstand and nights of refreshing walks as my family grew and I found 
my calling in life.  Funny how life mimics metaphor.  Summer has never been my favorite seasons, and yet it was always 
a welcomed season for preparing for the next one. 

I am now in that odd transition in life between the seasons of Summer and Fall.  As I close the pages of one chapter 
and move into the next, I can feel the anticipation growing within me.  What vibrant colors await?  What memories will 
be forged?  What possibilities lay ahead for walking with my God?  I look forward to the cooler weather and of purposely 
making the effort to slow life down a bit and enjoy what God has done around me. 

I guess that is the real point of this article more than anything else.  God has made a purpose for each thing which has 
happened, comfortable and uncomfortable.  Every moment in every season thus far, God has been there dancing, 
working, sweating, crying, and rejoicing right beside me.  I know this to be true.  I don’t just hope.  I don’t think it might 
be.  I KNOW this to be true.  I have watched God play within my children, work within my family, weep at my poor 
decisions, and rejoice and dance with me in my moments of victory.  Each and everyone of them belong to God, who 
chose to walk with me as I chose to hold that Divine hand. 

How do I KNOW?  I know because there are too many things which we would normally call coincidence which have 
happened for them to be coincidences.  There have been too many times in which things have come out better than I 
could have planned them despite my shortfalls of character and wisdom.  I know because at the end of the day, when I 
count up all the beautiful things which happened around me, there is NO way anyone deserves to be that blessed and it 
has to be the grace of God at work. 

Whatever season you are in, play and dance with God.  Whatever your circumstances right at this moment, look 
around and see God present with you and how much different things could be if that grace were not present.  At the end 
of each day, thank God for the seasons and moments which have shaped you, KNOWING God is with you every step of 
the way. 

Peace, 

Pastor Burt 
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Dear friends and family, 

As we enter the season of autumn and the trees begin to 
turn, and the days are shorter, I am reminded that our 
Stewardship drive is just around the corner.  Pastor Burt’s 
messages lately have been about the family of God, how 
we are all a family and take care of each other.  Good 
stewards also take care of what is important to them,  
family, homes, friends etc. 

As members of this family of God, we are called to be 
good stewards.  There are many ways in which any one 
of us can help to maintain both the needs of this family 
and the building and grounds God has blessed us with.  
Here are a few of those ways:  

 We need each other for friendship, support and 
 comfort.   
 Our house needs constant upkeep like snow  
 shoveling, lawn mowing, gardening, cleaning and  
 updating.   
 Gathering as a family for worship on Sundays 
 Helping guide and educate members as they grow on 
 their journeys 
 Fellowship gatherings to build and maintain our 
 family 
 Help in planning and support of our many ministries 
 both in house and in the wider community  

As you pray and consider your financial commitment to 
our church family and the family of God, also consider 
your time and talents which our family of God needs as 
well.   

Go with God as we continue our faith journey together.   

Blessings and Peace,  

Duane Loewel 

Deacons Chairperson 

Featured Board: Deacons 

FEEL GOOD KIT DONATIONS 

Demand is high, so SHIFT! needs to assemble more kits for area elementary schools and would love your support! 
The purpose of this project is to help kiddos Feel Good about themselves as they start their school days.  Feel Good 
Kits will include basic items they may not have access to at home: 

 Toothbrush and toothpaste 
 Hairbrush or Comb 
 Deodorant 
 Barrettes, Hair Ribbons, or pony tail scrunchies 
 Lotion  
 Chapstick 

If you are able to donate items or financial support for this project, we’d certainly appreciate it!   Thank you!! 
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Update your wardrobe with some new Roberts UCC clothing! 
 
A variety of items are available for you to choose from.  See the enclosed order form for details on colors, sizing, pric-
es and an example of the embroidered image. We’ll be submitting two orders. Early birds should order by 9/13 to re-
ceive their merchandise the first week of October.  The second deadline will be 11/22 to ensure delivery before 
Christmas. 

    Order forms are also available at the church and should be returned to the office or placed in the designated basket, 
located outside the sanctuary, with payment.  Contact Lori Jurek at 715-386-3214 with questions. 
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We all would like to extend a GREAT thank you to Terry and Carol Dull for your years of dedication to Roberts 
Congregational UCC ensuring this building has been cleaned and spruced up on a weekly basis. Thank You very 
much! 

  

With this said, the Dulls have decided to pass the torch to others in the congregation and the Trustees are looking 
for volunteers effective 1/1/20.  Could you help with this?  After numerous Board meeting discussions, we are 
looking for volunteers to split the responsibilities as follows (frequency is weather and event dependent): 

Sanctuary – vacuum, dust, and dry mop weekly 

Lobby & Hallway – dry mop weekly, wet mop every other week, vacuum weekly, dust furniture, wash tables 

Office & Nursery – vacuum carpet twice monthly, dust furniture 

Take out trash and recyclables from all areas weekly 

Supplies for all responsibilities are either in the kitchen or maintenance room.  Dennis Thorsen supplies the soap 
for cleaning the floors at this time. 

  

If we are unable to obtain a volunteer maintenance crew, the Trustees will need to outsource this service which will 
impact the 2020 budget greatly. 

  

If you’re interested in volunteering your time and talents to this responsibility, please contact any one of the Trustee 
Board members. 

 

John Bond jhn.bond@gmail.com 715-796-5263 

Cecil Brighton susie1doggie@yahoo.com 715-781-7526 

Jo Fenstermaker fenstermakerjo@gmail.com 612-437-7890 

Nancy Kirouac nlkirouac@me.com 651-269-6103 

John Stoffel serenityridge63@outlook.com 715-690-5940 

Roger Ray rray@hnbank.com 715-441-5942 

 

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration on how you may help! 

Communion 
Change 

 
Hello all!  We just wanted to 
let everyone know that  
Communion will not be at its 
regularly scheduled time for 
the next two months due to 
Pastor Burt being on vacation.  

For September and October, the dates for Communion 
will be the second Sundays of each month, September 8th 
and October 13th.  We look forward to seeing you all 
there! 

FALL RUMMAGE SALE 

RUCC Fellowship Hall 

1001 Birch Drive Roberts, WI   

Friday, Sept. 13  8:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Saturday, Sept. 14  8:00 am - 10:30 am 

Drop off dates… 

Monday - Thursday, Sept. 9 – Sept. 12 

Time  1:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

 Questions: call Lenore Pechuman at 715-749-3836 

LUNCH WILL BE AVAILABLE  
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Treasurer’s Report 
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are  
available upon request. 

 

Financial Peace University 

Are you ready to take control of your money? Financial 
Peace University (FPU) is a nine-lesson course designed 

to help you build a budget, dump debt, grow your wealth, 
and leave money stress behind! Each lesson, taught by 
Dave Ramsey and his team of financial experts, is based 

on biblical wisdom and common sense. In your FPU 
group, you’ll be motivated and encouraged by others just 
like you! When you sign up for FPU, you’ll get your 

member workbook and one free year of Financial Peace 
Membership, with access to exclusive online tools to help 
you on your journey. Contact Rachel Ackley at 715-338-

5472 for more info.  

 
General Fund Financial Summary as of July 31, 2019 

YTD  

 Income/Contributions  $105,169.93 

 Match Game $23,258.00    

 Adopt A Mortgage  3,695.00    

 Fundraising income 4,870.53   

 Interest  1.35    

 Total income  136,994.81    

 Expenses  111,009.56    

 Transfers from other accounts  5,763.68    

 Net General Fund Activity  $31,748.93   

 

Assets Liabilities & Equity 

   Accrued expenses  $382.80 

   Bank mortgage balance 743,604.28 

   Member mortgage balances  150,000.00 

 General Bank Accounts  $6,606.15 Total liabilities  893,987.08 

 Other Bank Accounts  42,792.36 

 Fixed assets  1,874,642.28  Equity  1,030,053.71 

 Total Assets  $1,924,040.79 

 Total Liabilities & Equity  $1,924,040.79 
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COMMUNITY DINNER  
Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship  

Thursday, September 5, 2019  

4:30 P.M. - 6:30 p.m.  

Menu:  

Boneless BBQ Ribs 

Butter & Parsley Potatoes 

Homemade Macaroni & Cheese 

Vegetable    Rolls & Butter 

Dessert      Beverages 

Adults: $6.00  -  Children: $3.00   

Take out is available  

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ  

1001 Birch Drive, Roberts WI 54023      715-749-3225  

http://www.robertsucc.org 
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Rally Sunday is Sept. 8th! We will have fellowship and sign up time along with 
some fun outdoor games following service. Please watch the website for a 
registration link. Copies will also be available on rally day!  

 

Hello and welcome to Sunday school!!  

 

For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Ms. Jennah and I get to be your child’s Sunday school teacher this 
year. Currently, I live in Baldwin with my husband Jacob, our 6-month-old daughter Evelynn, a dog named Copper 
and 2 cats named Bo and Diesel. In my free time I love riding horses, reading, and going for walks. I am so excited 
for this opportunity to get to know your child and to help them grow in their faith.  

 

We are so lucky to have Ms. Michelle in our room to help us this year! Hello, for those of you that don’t know me, I 
am Ms. Michelle. I am excited to help Ms. Jennah this year in Sunday school. I have been married to David Hansen 
for 16 years. We have a 12-year-old son, Ryan. We have 2 dogs Buddy and Tanner. I love to scrapbook, sing and 
spend time with my nieces and nephews. Let the fun begin! 

 

To help our year be a success, there are a few things that I need from you.  

 Please help your child remember to bring their bible to class each Sunday. This allows us to practice using them 
as we read each of the stories through the year. If your child does not have a bible, please let me know and I will 
be happy to help them find one to borrow.  

 Also, please help them remember to bring their take-home folder back each week.  

 

Each Sunday there will be a devotional sent home with your child. I encourage you to read it with your child and help 
them practice the monthly bible verse. Students who are able to memorize the monthly verses will receive tickets to 
use at our end of the year carnival! 

 

Because we have such a short amount of time, I want to remind you that class will be starting promptly at 8:45. 
Please try to have your child here by 8:30 so we can get started right away and get the most out of our morning.   

 

Finally, if you know your child will not be in attendance, please let me know through email or a text. This just helps 
me with my planning and prep so I know how many children to expect and how many copies/supplies I will need. 
Thank you for supporting your child’s faith journey and for making our year a success! 

 

Looking forward to a fantastic year!! 

Ms. Jennah 

715-338-1768 

jenack@baldwin-telecom.net    
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Roberts UCC Prayer List  

 

Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list. 

 

Marilyn Hayes Beth Wolske Jane Getzie Bobbie Kuhnke 
Jackie Hunter Bonnie Mercer Carol Moenke Maggie Olson 
Marge Wolske Lisa Briess Charlie Grupe  Earl Pechuman 
Tanner Kelm Mary Frederick Joyce Wolske LaVere Wolske 
Amy Moshier Marlys McGaver Bernie McGaver Todd Knochenmus             
       

  *     Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement 

         *     At Baldwin Care Center:  Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink 

         *    Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list. 

 

 

 

       
      
 

Celebrating September Birthdays 

 

    

 

Celebrating September  

Anniversaries 

  

Please contact the church office if we have missed 
your birthday, anniversary, or have any  

corrections to update. 

 

1  Dave Hatch 

 James Jansma       

 Sue Wille 

2 Earl Pechuman 

 Bob Ricci 

3 Audrey Ackley 

5 Toni Williams 

7 Tricia Dull 

 Terra Jansma 

8 Steven Hansen 

9 Rockie Graf 

10 Dennis Nelson 

11 Glenda Hansen 

13 Corynne Nelson 

14 Walt Lamson 

15 Christie Risberg 

16 Renee Gullixson 

 Annika Hansen 

18 Zachary Williams 

21 Mary Schultz 

23 Kathy Johnson 

24 Don Gillis 

26 Jenny Muller 

27  Kiley Ament 

 Brandon Dull 

2 Glenn & Linda Hall 

4 James & Lynn Cave 

10 Jeff & Trudy Hinkel 

 Brandon & Shelly Dull 

8  Walt & Donna Lamson 

13 Jacob & Jennah Stoffel 

14 David & Michelle Hansen 

16 Nicole & Tom O’Connell 

 Tim & Tracy Ronnander 

18 Steven & Cynthia Hansen 

20 John & Dorene Stoffel 
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Coming up in October: 

October 1-Financial Peace University 

October 5-Let’s Play Bingo 

October 19-Feed My Starving Children 

October 24-WF Lion’s Supper 

October 31 - Trunk-or-Treat 

September 2019 

Food Pantry Hours: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am 

Wednesdays     6:30-8:00 pm 

Saturdays      9:30-11:30am 

     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 10am Worship  

 

 

Pastor Burt Vacation 

2 Labor Day— 

Church Office 

Closed 
  

3 

 6:30pm Deacons 

4 

 6:30 Bells 

5 

 3pm Women’s  

Fellowship 

4:30pm Community 

Dinner 

6pm Council 

6 
  

7 
  

8 

10am Worship 

w/Holy Communion 

11am Rally Sunday 

SCRIP orders due 

 

9 

1pm-6pm Rummage 

sale drop off 

6:30pm SHIFT @ 

Nancy Kirouac’s 

10 

 10am Worship @ 

Care Center 

1pm-6pm Rummage 

sale drop off 

11  

1pm-6pm Rummage 

sale drop off 

6:30pm Bells 

12 

1pm-6pm Rummage 

sale drop off 

6pm CE 

13 

 8am-6pm  

WF Rummage Sale 

14 

 8am-10:30am 

 WF Rummage Sale 

15 

 8:45am First day of 

Sunday School 

10am Worship 

Stoffel Baptism 

11am PPRC 

16 
  

17 

 6pm Trustees 

18 

 6:30pm Bells 

19 

 10am Ministerial 

Meeting 

20 

 Newsletter  

Deadline 

21 
  

22 

 8:45am SS 

10am Worship 

SCRIP orders due 

23 Fall begins 
  

24 
  

25 

 6:30pm Bells 

26 
  

27 
  

28 
  

29 

 8:45am SS 

10am Worship 

30 
  

  


