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 Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ 

 1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023 

 Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC 

        Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org 

Connections  
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ   

      October 2019 

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.  

Scripture basis:  We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our 
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Heaven’s Sake, Let’s Play BINGO! 

Date: Saturday, October 5th 

Time: 3:00pm to 7:00pm 

Location: Community Park Building, Roberts, WI 

Invite your friends & family to join us for an afternoon full of fun! 

Featuring: 

Bingo 

Meat Raffles 

50/50 Drawings 

Concession Stand 

DOORS OPEN AT 2:30PM! 

 

BINGO -- $2 per game (includes 3 Bingo Boards) 

 

** Proceeds will support Roberts Congregational UCC General Fund ** 

 

This is a public event & the Roberts Lions’ Club will have a bartender on duty. 
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Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

As I sit and reflect on the last 6 months of life, I am struck hard by the world around me.  
Not because of all the negative I am finding, but because of how much the negative impacts my life and how 
hard it is to focus on the many blessings around me.  I find it hard at times to get out of the mire and the muck 
which my wheels are often stuck in.  Yet, there are amazing things happening every day.  I am beginning to 
realize my need to not only recognize them, but to celebrate them!  I am needing to bring them to the forefront 
and hold them up in order for others to see as well; to imitate the actions of Jesus in celebrating God in the 
world. 

It is easy to sit and dwell on the negative.  It is almost as though we, as a society, store it up as treasured 
bits of the reality we live in.  Jesus was quite clear about our treasures though, “For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).  If I continue to dwell on these things and hoard them up, they 
will weigh down my heart and my spirit.  The more I dwell on these dark moments the more vivid they 
become.  Scripture is also very clear about Jesus being the light of our lives.  Jesus said, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).  When I 
turn from these dark things to the bright places God places in my life every day through Jesus an interesting 
thing happens.  The darkness seems to fade. 

This realization led me to think about a real-world example.  I love to sit around a campfire and simply 
watch the flames.  The brightness of those flickering tongues is mesmerizing to me.  As I sit there a calmness 
overcomes me.  I find a peace I cannot ignore which makes the world around me simply fade away.  Even 
when I turn from the light, those images in the dark are much less vivid and often all but invisible until I once 
again focus on the darkness.  It is not that anything has disappeared.  All the things which were there before are 
still there.  What has changed is my perspective and focus.  That same light that had mesmerized me and 
brought me peace has now lessened my focus on the darkness around me. 

I hear some of you saying, “Yes, but what about when I have to get up and move.”  That is where this  
example is so much different from our God.  Our God leads us in the light.  The fire is stationary.  Our God 
cares for us and watches our steps.  The fire is ignorant of our presence.  Yet, like the fire, if we move away 
from the light of God we also run the risk of possibly tripping and falling on paths we cannot distinguish for 
ourselves in our blindness.  Maybe that is why we focus so closely on the dark places in our life, out of fear of 
what might happen if we stray off the path a bit.  It takes a certain amount of faith and trust to follow this light 
God gives us.  That is when the “What If’s…” start to gain strength in our lives again. 

More important than our faith to trust God is to celebrate the lights God has placed in our lives to lead us to 
imitate God as well for others.  This celebration and recognition is the true imitation of Jesus.  In every act of 
faith Jesus performed in the miracles and teachings of his life he gave thanks and recognition to God!  He let 
those around him know from where the light came.  When we celebrate these moments, we give thanks to God 
and recognize the great gifts we receive even in the smallest blessings.  Each time we practice this we make it 
that much more of a habit and take one more step on the path of light which God is leading us upon. 

In this way, working counter-culturally, we are blessed even further.  We walk out of the darkness and stay 
in the light.  We do the work of God by showing others the light around them.  We openly imitate Christ also in 
the idea of sacrifice.  It always seems easier to follow in the ways society suggests.  If we stay in step with 
societal norms, then we are not outcasts.  If we do as we are expected to do, then society rewards us.  The truth 
is so much more though.  God wants more for us and others around us.  In fact, God brings us together as a 
family, so we have support even as we step out of line with society’s focus on the dark moments and step into 
the light of God.  Let us as a family begin to celebrate these moments of light with one another and support one 
another as we allow what God is doing with and through us to change the world! 

 

-Pastor Burt 
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Annual Church Clean Up Day. 9:00am, Saturday, Oct. 12th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Trustees ask that you please join us to spruce up the church 
heading into the holiday season. Supplies provided. Just need 
the man/woman power. Wash windows, dust sanctuary, polish 
pews, clean light fixtures, organize storage areas, pick up litter 
and anything else needing attention. Many hands make a good 
time, or something like that.  

Featured Board: Trustees 

 

The Women’s Fellowship would like to thank SHIFT for all the new 
items in our church kitchen.  SHIFT held an Easter breakfast with a 
free will donation to go towards improving our kitchen.  With the 

money collected we had a hot water heater booster put in under our 
island sink.  Thank you Terry Dull and Doug Ackley for installing 
this for us.  We also purchased two griddles, an electric fry pan,  
electric and manual can openers, kitchen knives, cutting board,  
various kitchen gadgets and new rugs for the kitchen and patio doors.  

            We’ll all benefit from these improvements.  Thanks again! 
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Devotions: Read by Margie – “Thermal Underwear and Kisses” 

Minutes: August minutes were reviewed and approved. 

Reports 

Women’s Fellowship:  
A reminder that their Fall Rummage Sale is scheduled for September 13 and 14. As part of the kitchen licensing requirements, 
someone needs to attend a Food Safety class and display the certificate on site.  Katie Kapaun will be taking the course and will 
present an overview at a future WF meeting. 

Christian Education:  

Rally Sunday has been set for Sept. 8 with first day of lessons to begin September 15. Jennah Stoffel will serve as primary 
teacher with Michelle Hansen acting as her assistant. 

Trunk or Treat will be held again this Halloween (October 31) from 6 to 8pm. 

Deacons:  

The “Kids Matinee” day has been scheduled for December 7. Older kids and adults will be needed as volunteers to assist with 
the event.  

Stewardship Sunday will be held on November 10.  No details have been finalized yet. 
The Nominating Committee needs all board chairs to notify the Deacons of upcoming openings on their boards and any sugges-
tions for who might be invited to serve.  

Faron Fuller met with the Deacons to offer his thanks for the church’s support of the Homeless Veterans of Chippewa Falls that 
is coordinated by his biker’s club.   

S.H.I.F.T.:  

Will be filling and distributing Feel Good Kits to area elementary schools in the coming weeks.  

Treasurer:  

All Match Games funds have come in with the final total reaching 23,258.00!  Final numbers are not yet available for the Annu-
al Auction, but it appears to have been a record-breaking year.  Complete August financials will be published in the October 
newsletter. 

Trustees:   

A few building related issues have been brought to their attention which will be addressed. 
The small trailer has been removed from the parking lot. Fishers will be using it to move to FL with plans to sell it there and 
send proceeds to the church.   
They are looking for volunteers to replace the cleaning services that Terry & Carol Dull have been providing.  Chores were 
listed in September newsletter.   

Pastor:  

Schedules have been finalized for Confirmation classes and Bible Study.  

We are still looking for volunteers to assist with AV duties. 

Cross Lutheran is currently without a pastor.  Burt has agreed to provide emergency pastoral coverage while they seek at interim 
minister.  

New Business 

For Heaven’s Sake, Let’s Play Bingo! Is scheduled for October 5 from 3 to 7pm at the park building.   

Next meeting will be held on October 3 at 6pm. Devotions will be led by Duane. 

Motion was made by Roger to adjourn our meeting at 7:09pm 

 

Respectfully submitted by Lori Jurek, Moderator 

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF 

ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

September 5, 2019 

PLEASE NOTE: Full transcript is in the Church Council binder in the church office. 
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We all would like to extend a GREAT thank you to Terry and Carol Dull for your years of dedication to Roberts 
Congregational UCC ensuring this building has been cleaned and spruced up on a weekly basis. Thank You very 
much! 

  

With this said, the Dulls have decided to pass the torch to others in the congregation and the Trustees are looking 
for volunteers effective 1/1/20.  Could you help with this?  After numerous Board meeting discussions, we are 
looking for volunteers to split the responsibilities as follows (frequency is weather and event dependent): 

Sanctuary – vacuum, dust, and dry mop weekly 

Lobby & Hallway – dry mop weekly, wet mop every other week, vacuum weekly, dust furniture, wash tables 

Office & Nursery – vacuum carpet twice monthly, dust furniture 

Take out trash and recyclables from all areas weekly 

Supplies for all responsibilities are either in the kitchen or maintenance room.  Dennis Thorsen supplies the soap 
for cleaning the floors at this time. 

  

If we are unable to obtain a volunteer maintenance crew, the Trustees will need to outsource this service which will 
impact the 2020 budget greatly. 

  

If you’re interested in volunteering your time and talents to this responsibility, please contact any one of the Trustee 
Board members. 

 

John Bond jhn.bond@gmail.com 715-796-5263 

Cecil Brighton susie1doggie@yahoo.com 715-781-7526 

Jo Fenstermaker fenstermakerjo@gmail.com 612-437-7890 

Nancy Kirouac nlkirouac@me.com 651-269-6103 

John Stoffel serenityridge63@outlook.com 715-690-5940 

Roger Ray rray@hnbank.com 715-441-5942 

 

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration on how you may help! 

 

FALL RUMMAGE UPDATE 

     

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped make our fall rummage sale a huge success!  
We took in $898.00 before expenses, which will be donated to the general fund to go towards 
church missions. 

A special thank you to all our dedicated workers, everyone who contributed items to sell and to 

all who came shopping.  This event couldn’t happen without ALL of you.   A special thank you to Sharon Johnson, 

Nancy Kirouac,  Betty Schultz, Mary Schultz, Mary Thorsen, Lori Jurek and Judy Snoeyenbos and to the men who 

helped make it easier for us with set up and take down;   Dennis Thorsen, Jason Kelm, Tanner Kelm and Bill 

Snoeyenbos.  All the left over rummage went to Goodwill, Treasurers of the Heart and/or Burkwood Residential  

Center. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are  
available upon request. 

 

Financial Peace University 

Are you ready to take control of your money? Financial 
Peace University (FPU) is a nine-lesson course designed 

to help you build a budget, dump debt, grow your wealth, 
and leave money stress behind! Each lesson, taught by 
Dave Ramsey and his team of financial experts, is based 

on biblical wisdom and common sense. In your FPU 
group, you’ll be motivated and encouraged by others just 
like you! When you sign up for FPU, you’ll get your 

member workbook and one free year of Financial Peace 
Membership, with access to exclusive online tools to help 
you on your journey. Contact Rachel Ackley at 715-338-

5472 for more info.  

 
General Fund Financial Summary as of August 31, 2019 

YTD  

 Income/Contributions  $124,168.00 

 Match Game $23,258.00    

 Adopt A Mortgage  4,120.00    

 Fundraising income 13,915.92   

 Interest  1.58    

 Total income  165,463.50   

 Expenses  123,580.42    

 Transfers from other accounts  6,163.68    

 Net General Fund Activity  $48,046.76   

 

Assets Liabilities & Equity 

   Accrued expenses  $540.50 

   Bank mortgage balance 739,449.59 

   Member mortgage balances  150,000.00 

 General Bank Accounts  $14,819.73 Total liabilities  889,990.09 

 Other Bank Accounts  40,573.83 

 Fixed assets  1,874,642.28  Equity  1,040,045.75 

 Total Assets  $1,930,035.84 

 Total Liabilities & Equity  $1,930,035.84 

 

 

 

 

 
Mark Your Calendar . . .  FMSC manna meal  
packing is Saturday, October 19, 9:00 - 11:00 AM.  Fifteen 
spots have been reserved for this date; please consider 
signing up for it.  If you have any questions or want to 
sign up, contact Jo Fenstermaker- call/text/email (612-
437-7890 - fenstrmakerjo@gmail.com) 
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October 31, 2019 6-8pm 

Roberts Congregational UCC 

1001 Birch Dr. 

Roberts, WI 

Trunk-or-Treat 

Bring your little Ghosts and Goblins by  

for their Trick-or-Treat adventures! 

We will have people stationed in costume  

 all around the parking lot with decorations and treats.   

 

A safe, fun environment for trick-or treating this year! 

On the Web at www.RobertsUCC.org 

Find us on Facebook @RobertsUCC 

Roberts Community 

For more information email us at 

ruccsecretary@gmail.com 

Or call at 715-749-3225 
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Wednesday Word and Fellowship 
Bible Study to Start Back Up… 

 
Our Wednesday Word and Fellowship Bible Study will be 
starting back up in October.  We will resume at the same 
times we were doing last spring with sessions at Noon and 
6:30pm.  The groups will meet on weeks opposite of our 
DISCIPLES (Confirmation) program.  The schedule and 
readings for the first three meetings are as follows: 

 

Wednesday, October 23, 2019 
Joel 2:23-32 

Psalm 65 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 

Luke 18:9-14 

 

Wednesday, November 6, 2019 
Haggai 1:15b-2:9 

Psalm 145:1-5, 17-2 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

Luke 20:27-38 

 

Wednesday, November 20, 2019 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Psalm 46 
Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 

 

All are welcome and encouraged to come and check things out.  It is a relaxed atmosphere for studying and 
reflecting on the Word of our God! 

The Food Pantry is running low on certain items. Would 
you be able to help donate any of the following: 

 Toothbrushes 

 Toothpaste 

 Shampoo 

 Paper products 

 Box Meals 

 Baked Beans 

 Cake Mix 

All donation are greatly appreciated. Thank you!! 
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Roberts UCC Prayer List  

 

Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list. 

 

Marilyn Hayes Beth Wolske Jane Getzie Bobbie Kuhnke 
Jackie Hunter Bonnie Mercer Carol Moenke Maggie Olson 
Marge Wolske Lisa Briess Charlie Grupe  Earl Pechuman 
Tanner Kelm Mary Frederick Joyce Wolske LaVere Wolske 
Amy Moshier Marlys McGaver Bernie McGaver Todd Knochenmus             
       

  *     Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement 

         *     At Baldwin Care Center:  Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink 

         *    Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list. 

 

 

 

       
      
 

Celebrating October Birthdays 

 

    

 

Celebrating October  

Anniversaries 

Please contact the church office if we have missed 
your birthday, anniversary, or have any  

corrections to update. 

 

1  Wanda Hopkins 

4  Kim Kramer 

 Steve Nelson 

5 Jerry Mueller 

9 Charlie Grupe 

 Kate Kapaun 

10 Gordon Gallati 

11 Dennis Thorsen 

 Lydia Weiss 

12 Tori Williams 

14 Camille Budrow 

 Bentley Muller  

  

15  Hayley Henley 

21  Carrie Fisher 

 Lois Hall 

 Allyson Nelson 

22  Brent Ackley 

24  Donna Ray 

26  Darrell Nelson 

 John Stoffel 

29  Sheryl Budrow 

 Kamaria Stone 

30 Laura Hahr 

3  Terry & Carol Dull 

10  Brent & Rachel Ackley 

14  Jeff & Barb Haas 

24  Brent & Dawn Budrow 

27 David & Donna Ray 
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Coming up in November: 

Nov. 7 - Community Dinner 

Nov. 10 - Stewardship Sunday 

Nov. 27 - Blood Drive 

Nov. 28 - Thanksgiving 

October 2019 

Food Pantry Hours: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am 

Wednesdays     6:30-8:00 pm 

Saturdays      9:30-11:30am 

      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 6pm Financial 

Peace University 

6:30pm Deacons 

2 

 6pm Disciples 1 

6:30pm Bells 

7pm Disciples 2 

 

3 

6pm Council 

4 
  

5 
 3pm Let’s Play 
Bingo - Roberts 

Park Building 

6 

 8:45am SS 

10am Worship 

 

 

          

7 
  

 

 

 

 

 

8 
 6pm Financial 

Peace University 

 

 

9 

 6:30pm Bells 

 

 

 

 

10 

 6pm CE 

11  
  

12 
 9am Church Clean 

Up 

13 

 8:45am SS 

10AM Worship 

w/Holy Communion 

SCRIP due 

14  

 6:30pm SHIFT @  

Sonya Jansma’s 

15 

 6pm Trustees 

6pm Financial 

Peace University 

16  

 6pm Disciples 1 

6:30pm Bells 

7pm Disciples 2 

17 
 10am Ministerial 

Meeting 

5:30pm SHIFT @  

Grace Place 

18 
  

19 
 9am Feed My 
Starving Children - 

Carpool from church 

20 

 8:45am SS 

10am Worship 

11am PPRC 

Newsletter  
Deadline 

21 
  

22 
 6pm Financial 

Peace University 

23 

 12pm WWF 

6:30pm Bells 

6:30pm WWF 

24 
 7pm Women’s  
Fellowship Lion’s 

Supper 

25 
  

26 
  

27 

 8:45am SS 

10am Worship 

SCRIP due 

28 
  

29 
 6pm Financial 

Peace University 

30 

 6pm Disciples 1 

6:30pm Bells 

7pm Disciples 2 

31 Halloween 

 6pm Trunk-or-Treat 

  

<————————————————PASTOR BURT ON VACATION——————————> 


