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 Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ 

 1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023 

 Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC 

        Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org 

Connections  
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ   

      November 2019 

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.  

Scripture basis:  We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our 
God … your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3) 

Roberts Community 
 

Trunk-or-Treat 
October 31, 2019 6-8pm 

Roberts Congregational UCC 

1001 Birch Dr. 

Roberts, WI 
 

 

Bring your little Ghosts and Goblins by  
for their Trick-or-Treat adventures! 

We will have people stationed in costume  
 all around the parking lot with decorations and treats.   

 

A safe, fun environment for trick-or treating this year! 
Contact the church office with questions (715) 749-3225 
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And afterward, 

    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

your old men will dream dreams, 
your young men will see visions. 

—Joel 2:28 

 

Dreams and visions, the past and the future, how do we meld them into our work for the present?  As we search for the future of the 
church in this day and age both dreams and visions are important.  The hard part is to find the correct mixture of both in order to meet the 
needs f as many as we possibly can.  It is no easy task and one that takes a fair amount of work, tears, and laughter. 

Dreams are built on our experiences, good and bad.  Whether the dreams are dreams of the future or of the past, they are informed by 
those memories we have that make us who we are.  They are powerful, personal, and help us to remember things we have held dear for a 
multitude of reasons.  It stands to reason then that the older we get the more of these moments we accumulate.  It is difficult to separate the 
emotion from the moment.   

The other issues with dreams though is that they are often more like water color paintings than pencil sketches.  In a watercolor painting 
often the lines of color overlap and mix to create a beautiful new hue between areas (or memories if you will).  So, the two memories 
(colors) come together and what we get is something blurry, but beautiful.  It isn’t exactly as it might have happened, but it is the way we 
remember it and we hold dear to that memory for the beauty it brings us.  These memories are no less important, but it doesn’t necessarily 
show the truth of what happens.  So, as we dream, we look to these painted memories and long for things which may or may not have been 
quite the way we see them. 

As a young man I once went walking in the woods across the road from where my grandparents lived.  I was in a particularly depressed 
mood.  As I walked along one of the old logging trails, I came across a beaver creek and decided to walk along its banks for a while.  I came 
to a bend in the creek with a large boulder protruding out into it.  The dense canopy of leaves above broke open just enough to allow a few 
beams of sunshine to spotlight that boulder and the stream in its area.  I laid upon the boulder watching the stream ripple by glistening over 
the rocks below the surface.  The warmth of the sun was amazing.  The soft whisper of the leaves and melody of the creek created a calming 
song.  My mood lightened and I left that place feeling refreshed and happy.  For years I have looked for that place.  I must have walked that 
logging road and creek a thousand times, but I never found the spot again until I was in my late twenties.  There were no rays of sunshine, 
the creek seemed much narrower than I remembered, and although it looked like the same boulder it was so much smaller than I remembered 
it.  It was not the same as the memory I had dreamt of so often.  The place my heart would go when I was sad or lonely.  So, it is with 
memories and dreams. 

Visions too have their place in our lives; a hope for the future!  Visions can be fun, but they can also be scary because they often mean 
change is coming.  Now we all know that change is inevitable, but it scares us nonetheless.  Even scarier is that our visions our based on 
what might be in the future.  There is no way of knowing for certain if what we envision will come to be, or if it is nothing more than 
imagination and wishful thinking.  Yet, our visions can often paint a very definite picture of what we see the future being and what we 
should do.  Look to many of the great visionaries of the past: Leonardo Da Vinci, Jules Vern, even Gene Roddenberry.  All of these had 
visions of what the future might be like.  Da Vinci dreamt up the first helicopter.  If you look at the drawings of what he thought it would be 
it has some resemblances, but it is nowhere near exact.  Jules Vern dreamt of space travel.  It has come to fruition in our day and age.  It is 
was not the exact vision Vern gave us, but again it was a start after a lot of hard work.  Gene Roddenberry, the creator of Star Trek, had 
many visions of what the future would hold: hand held transmitters that would allow you to communicate over great distances (cell phones), 
hand held computers that would allow you to access vast amounts of information from anywhere (tablets), small units for making food 
(similar to our microwaves), and the list goes on and on.  All of these visions started as one thing and through the work, tears and laughter of 
many others became similar but not the exact things originally envisioned.  All of them relied on two things though; an ability to use the 
knowledge of our past and the willingness to change and adapt the vision as dictated by our discoveries and experiences along the way. 

How then, as we move forward, do we bring these two things together?  How do we get to a place where our past and our future become 
a lived reality in our present?  That my friends, takes faith.  Faith that God has given us the moments of our past to help inform our 
experiences now and know God is walking with us.  Faith that our God continues to walk with us at this very moment as we journey into the 
future.  Faith that God is still speaking to us yet today and shares the divine vision of the future, showing us what GOD’S church could look 
like.  Then as we come together on this faith journey we have to love one another enough to listen.  If we do not listen to one another and 
respect the other’s point of view, then there is not love there.  We will not always agree, and we will mourn past traditions, missions, and 
practices.  We will also see where certain visions are not possible yet or would take us down roads that are not who we are.  We will cry 
together in disappointments, rejoice together in accomplishments, and work together to bring the vision we find God leading us towards.  
The dreams of what our past was are important.  They inform our FAITH and remind us of how God has worked in our lives.  They help us 
to see where God is still working in our lives today.  Our visions of the future are also important.  They remind us God is still creating in and 
through us today and in the future.  They help to foster HOPE that God has not abandon us and still has work for us to do.  These two 
together through discussion and working beside one another will lead us to a newfound LOVE and understanding of one another.  So, God 
will strengthen our FAITH, while giving HOPE for the future, and through these things build us up together as the church in LOVE.  As Paul 
so eloquently states in 1 Corinthians 13, “Now Faith, Hope, and Love abide these three, but the greatest of these is Love. 

As we dream dreams, see our visions, and work together, may we find the love God has intended for us through the journey!  

 

—Pastor Burt 
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COMMUNITY DINNER 

Sponsored by Women’s fellowship  

Thursday, November 7, 2019 
 4:30 P.M. - 6:30 P.M. 

 
Menu:  

Mashed Potatoes 

Meatballs & Gravy 

Corn & Cole Slaw 

Desserts 

Coffee & Milk             

 

Adults: $6.00 Children $3.00 

Take out meals are available upon request. 

 
Invite your friends and family for this time of  

fellowship.  All are welcome! 
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Another FMSC event with good memories and heartwarming assistance to help feed the world. 
Thank you Michelle & Ryan Hansen and Cecil Brighton. And I’m thankful for Ryan’s take charge 
thoughts . . . love this selfie.  The world is in your generation’s power . . . go for it!   

The next manna meal packing will be Saturday January 18 (9:00-11:00 AM) - carpooling from church 
to meet at 8:00 AM.  PLEASE consider participating in this session.  You will never regret it.  Contact 
Jo Fenstermaker via text/email/call (612-437-7890 or fenstermakerjo@gmail.com). 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 

Creative and Inspired Christmas Wreath Contest 
 Sponsored by SHIFT!  

 

The Christmas wreath’s circular shape is meant to represent never-ending life and God's unfailing love. By hanging a wreath on your 
door at Christmas it is an invitation for Jesus to enter your home, or a way to welcome the spirit of Christmas into your home.  

 

Whatever your reason to hang a wreath, we invite you to decorate and donate a wreath to the church.  You’ll be able to vote on your 
favorites with prizes being awarded in each category.  Once the voting has ended, we will sell the wreaths via silent auction with all 
proceeds going to the church.  

 

Any design is welcome!   
Voting categories will be: Most Religious and Most Creative.   

There will be two age divisions: adult and youth (12 & younger).   
Entry deadline is November 24.  

Voting will be held Dec 1. Auction bidding will run from Dec 1 thru Dec 8.   
Contact Sonya Jansma (715) 684-9661 or Lori Jurek 97150 220-7432 

 

mailto:fenstermakerjo@gmail.com


5  

October 3, 2019 

 

Devotions: Lead by Duane: Mysterious Ways, More than coincidence. 

Minutes: September minutes were reviewed and approved. 

Reports 

Women’s Fellowship:  

Nothing to report. Did not meet this month.  

Christian Education:  

Trunk or Treat set for October 31st from 6-8 in the church parking lot.  

Looking ahead to the Christmas program. 

Deacons:  

Kids Matinee is set for December 7th, ages 2-10 years.  

Looking for 10 people & kitchen help.   

Two movies have been picked out and a kid approved meal will be served.  

After the first of the year there will be CPR training held for anyone interested.   

Stewardship Sunday will be held on November 10th.  

Nominating committee has begun looking and filling openings on various boards.   

Decorating the church for Advent will take place November 30th from 9-11. 

S.H.I.F.T.:  

The next meal to be served at Grace Place will take place one October 17th. 

Saturday October 19th is the next Feed My Starving Children event. 

Treasurer:  

 See Treasurer’s Report. 

Trustees:   

Holding church cleanup day Saturday, October 12th starting at 9:00. 

Will begin looking for new secretary. 

Still looking for someone to take over cleaning the church for Carol & Terry Dull at the beginning of the year. 

Pastor:  

Confirmation classes have started.  

Adult Bible study has resumed.   

Other Business 

Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 19, 2020 following worship and a potluck.  Will get a date set for when 
reports are due.   

 

Next meeting, November 7th at 6:00 PM. Devotions will be led by Cheryl Lindquist 

Respectfully submitted by: Cheryl Lindquist Church Clerk 

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF 

ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

October , 2019 

PLEASE NOTE: Full transcript is in the Church Council binder in the church office. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are  
available upon request. 

 

There’s still time to order  
 Roberts UCC clothing! 

 
A variety of items are available for you to choose from!  
Review the order form for details on colors, sizing, prices 
and an example of the embroidered image. Orders placed 
by 11/22 will be delivered in time for Christmas. 

Order forms are available on a table outside the sanctuary 
and should be placed in the designated locked box with 
payment.   
 
Contact Lori Jurek at 715-386-3214 with questions or to 
view the catalog for more details on selected items. 

 
General Fund Financial Summary as of September 30, 2019 

  

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make our 2nd  

Annual For Heaven’s Sake, Let’s Play Bingo event 

such a fun and successful afternoon! Congratulations to 
all the Bingo, Meat and 50/50 raffle winners.    
Early numbers indicate that we raised over $2000 to  
support the work of the church . We couldn’t have done 
it without our awesome volunteers!  Thanks again. 

     

     

Income/Contributions $ 135,870.63     

Match Game $ 23,258.00     

Adopt A Mortgage 4,120.00     

Fundraising income 14,600.92     

Interest 2.82     

Total income 177,852.37     

Expenses 136,881.36     

Transfers from other accounts 7,249.63     

Net General Fund Activity $ 48,220.64     

     

Assets   Liabilities & Equity  

General Accounts $ 15,673.54   Accrued expenses $ 886.61  

Other bank accounts 39,766.00   Bank mortgage balance 735,474.15  

Fixed assets 1,874,642.28   Member mortgage balances 150,000.00  

Total Assets $ 1,930,081.82   Total liabilities 886,360.76  

     

   Equity 1,043,721.06  

     

   Total Liabilites & Equity $ 1,930,081.82  
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Wednesday Word and Fellowship 
Bible Study to Start Back Up… 

 
Our Wednesday Word and Fellowship Bible Study will be 
starting back up in October.  We will resume at the same 
times we were doing last spring with sessions at Noon and 
6:30pm.  The groups will meet on weeks opposite of our 
DISCIPLES (Confirmation) program.  The schedule and 
readings for the first three meetings are as follows: 

 

Wednesday, October 23, 2019 
Joel 2:23-32 

Psalm 65 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 

Luke 18:9-14 

 

Wednesday, November 6, 2019 
Haggai 1:15b-2:9 

Psalm 145:1-5, 17-2 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

Luke 20:27-38 

 

Wednesday, November 20, 2019 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Psalm 46 
Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 

 

All are welcome and encouraged to come and check things out.  It is a relaxed atmosphere for studying and 
reflecting on the Word of our God! 

The Food Pantry is running low on certain items. Would 
you be able to help donate any of the following: 

• Toothbrushes 

• Toothpaste 

• Shampoo 

• Paper products 

• Box Meals 

• Baked Beans 

• Cake Mix 

All donation are greatly appreciated. Thank you!! 
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Roberts UCC Prayer List  

 

Thank you for praying for those on our prayer list. 

 

Marilyn Hayes Beth Wolske David Ray Bobbie Kuhnke Carol Johnson 
Jackie Hunter Bonnie Mercer Carol Moenke Neil Johnson Carleen Johnson 
Marge Wolske Lisa Briess Charlie Grupe  Earl Pechuman Lenore Pechuman 
Tanner Kelm Mary Frederick Joyce Wolske LaVere Wolske Gerald Johnson 
Amy Moshier Marlys McGaver Bernie McGaver Todd Knochenmus             
       

  *     Those serving on active Military duty, and serving our state & communities in Law Enforcement 

         *     At Baldwin Care Center:  Marcia Graf, Aletta Hesselink 

         *    Please notify the church office if you or someone you love should be included (or removed) from our list. 

 

 

 

       
      
 

Celebrating November Birthdays 

 

    

 

  

Please contact the church office if we have missed 
your birthday, anniversary, or have any  

corrections to update. 

 

2 Missy Gooding 

 Jean Lindus 

9 Connie Cox 

11 Jim Moenke 

12 Brianna Rolling 

 Ashley Stone 

14 Jane Bond 

 Leroy Lindquist 

  

 

 

 

 

17 Suzie Lange 

18 Krysta Hoyer 

26 Dawn Budrow 

 Joe Schultz 

28 Tracy Ronnander 

29  Megan Frye 

30 Lori Jurek 

Please join the entire Leadership Team at 
Roberts UCC in welcoming our new Office 
Administrator, Tiffani Fouks! 

Tiff currently resides in Roberts with her 
husband, Jason, and their four children 
(Robbie, Bryce, Merrick & Mackenzie).  She 
has past church office experience and is 
looking forward to getting to know the 
functions and people of RUCC. In her free 
time she likes to spend time taking photos, 
riding her horses and spending time with 
her family.  
 
Tiffani’s first day in the office will be  
Tuesday, October 22nd.  Normal office 
hours will be Monday thru Friday from  
8:30 am to 12:30 pm.  
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Coming up in December: 

December 1- Wreath Voting & Silent Auction 
December 4 - Community Dinner 

December 7 - Kids’ Matinee 
December 24 - Christmas Eve Services 

December 25-- Christmas 

November 2019 

Food Pantry Hours: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00-11:30 am 

Wednesdays     6:30-8:00 pm 

Saturdays      9:30-11:30 am 

      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 
  

2 
  

3 8:45am SS 
10am Worship/w 

Holy Communion 

4 
  

5 Election Day 
 6pm Financial Peace 

University 

6:30pm Deacons 

6 

 12:00pm WWF 

6:30pm Bells 

6:30pm WWF 

7 

 3pm WF 

4:30pm Community 

Dinner 

6pm Council 

8 
  

9 
  

10 

 8:45am SS 

10am Worship 

Stewardship Sunday 

SCRIP due 

11  
 6:30pm SHIFT @  

Jo Fenstermaker’s  

12 
 10am Worship@ 

Care Center 

6pm Financial Peace 

University 

13 

 6pm Disciples 1 

6:30pm Bells 

7pm Disciples 2 

14 

 6pm CE 

15 
  

16 
  

17 

 8:45am SS 

10am Worship 

11am PPRC 

18 
  

19 

 6pm Trustees 

6pm Financial Peace 

University 

20 

 12:00pm WFF 

6:30pm Bells 

6:30pm WWF 

Newsletter Deadline 

21 
 10am Ministerial 

Meeting 

22 
  

23 
  

24 

 8:45am SS 

10am Worship 

SCRIP due 
Wreath Contest  

Entries Due 

25 
  

26 
 6pm Financial Peace 

University 

27 

 8am Blood Drive 

6:30pm Bells 

28 Thanksgiving 
Day-Church Office 
Closed 
  

29 
  

30 
 9am Decorate for 

Advent 


