
Dinner in the Dark, A Fundraiser Like No Other!! 
 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 – Seating starts at 6pm  
 

Enjoy the challenge of eating a meal while blindfolded. This fun and entertaining event 
creates an educational experience like few others. You will be served a 4-course meal and 
eat it like the blind and visually impaired. The goal is to help you understand the 
difficulties of everyday activities for the blind and visually impaired. 

 
The Roberts Lions Club supports Leader Dog. Once a year, we hold our Dinner in the Dark with all proceeds given 
to Leader Dog.  
 
Cost:  $25 per meal or $45 for 2 
 
Reservations requested but not required:   
dindarkrobertslions@gmail.com 
 
Menu: Appetizers, salad, Main Course of Walleye or oven fried 
chicken, rice/baked potato, vegetable, roll & dessert. 
  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Connections 
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ   

      February 2020 

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.  
Scripture basis:  We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our God 
… your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3) 

Lenten Worship Services 
February 26th – Ash Wednesday, 7pm Worship 

April 5th – Palm Sunday, 10am Worship 
April 9th – Maundy Thursday, 7pm Worship 

April 10th – Good Friday, More Information to Come 
April 12th – Easter Sunday, 6:30am & 10am Worship 

 Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ 
 1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023 
 Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC 
        Office: ruccsecretary@gmail.com | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org 



 
 
 
 
 

“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find;  
knock, and the door will be opened for you.  

For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds,  
and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 

—Matthew 7:7-8 
 
The new year has begun with opportunities abounding.  As we head into this new year many of us have set 
goals and resolutions for our personal lives.  Have you done the same for your daily lives?  What about the life 
of the church?  Now is the time to start bringing our ideas together and looking at where we want to go in the 
year to come. 
 
When I am doing spiritual guidance with people the question I ask first is almost always, “What are you 
passionate about?”  Inevitably, I get one of two answers.  The first, and most common, is, “I don’t really know.  
I have never given it much thought.”  The second is, “Oh, no one would be interested in what I want to do.”  
So I am going to suggest we all answer these questions this year first personally, and then for the church, 
because they are tied together in very unique ways. 
 
What are you passionate about? 
Our passions drive and fulfill us in ways we are often unaware of.  In fact, by not following our passions, we 
are often left feeling empty and without purpose.  Our passions are often how God reaches out to us and 
inspires us to do great things.  Remember Jesus’ words, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also” (Matt 6:21).  The converse is also true.  Although Jesus was cautioning us in this passage about watching 
what treasures we horde here on earth, the converse is also true.  If we search our heart of hearts for what we 
are passionate about in our spiritual lives, we often find great treasure and reward…a peace we can find 
nowhere else. 
So, what drives your passion?  What things would you like to do?  It may be we are already doing something 
which you can become more involved in.  Maybe it is something new we could try.  Maybe it is something 
which has fallen to the wayside over the years which we could resurrect in the life of the church.  We will 
never know until it is brought forward and discussed. 
It starts with sitting down and giving serious thought and prayer to the matter.  In theological terms we refer 
to this as a “discernment process.”  First looking at what things we are interested in doing.  Then we pray 
about them asking for God’s guidance as to what we are being called to do.  Finally, listening for an answer.  
Sometimes this comes in the form of just knowing.  Often though, it comes through talking the matter out 
with others God places in our lives and hearing what God says through them.  Seek and you will find! 
 
What are others passionate about? 
This is the step we tend to second guess ourselves on.  I refer to this as finding ourselves “Terminally Unique.”  
The idea is that we are sure no one else thinks like us or would be passionate about the tings we are.  So, we 
simply do nothing.  We do not want to be the odd one out, so it is better to just keep our thoughts to 
ourselves.  I have NEVER found this to be true.  There is almost always someone else within a congregation 
who has similar passions and ideas to what we do.  It may only be one other person, but they are there.  
Unfortunately, they may not speak up either, so we feel we are totally alone (unique) in our thoughts and we 
lay them to rest (they become terminal and die). 



I have found just the opposite to be true in congregations, if we are willing to take the risk of starting the 
conversation.  I equate it to a family reunion most times.  In our family reunions everyone brought a dish to 
pass.  Some of them came in ornate glass bowls, some in old Tupperware containers, some in disposable 
dishes, and some came in the old gallon Blue Bunny pails so worn that all that was left to tell you what it was 
were faint outlines of the ears on the sides.  Not every dish was something I personally cared for.  I always 
looked for the Blue Bunny bucket though, it held my favorite dish…my aunt’s three bean salad.  The same is 
true when we bring our ideas for ministry to the church.  It may not be fancy.  It may not be everyone’s 
favorite.  There will be someone though who is looking for that dish, that idea and a new ministry begins. 
Maybe you are the one looking for that dish and you join a ministry which is already started.  We have many 
great ministries already going here at Roberts UCC you can become a part of.  You may need to seek them 
out.  You may have a dish which no one has brought in a while.  There have been ministries from the past 
which were great and could be again if they were resurrected.  Will they be exactly the same?  Probably not, 
but they may be even better this time around.  Or, you may have a completely new dish no one has tried 
before.  These may take time to catch on.  A few people may have to try them before someone finds it to 
their liking.  God’s time not ours.   
The point I am trying to make is you are important and so are your passions.  You are not “terminally unique!”  
Regardless if you are the crystal bowl or the faded Blue Bunny pail, it is what is inside which matters.  Before 
you can find out who likes the idea and whether it is going to be someone else’s passion though, you have to 
bring the dish and let people try it.  Knock and the door will be open! 
 
How do we work with one another? 
This final step is important.  Our passage above ends with “For everyone who asks receives, and everyone 
who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.”  This is so important for us to 
remember…the word “everyone” is the operative word here.  We must be willing to listen and discern with 
one another.  We must be willing to try new things and resurrect old things.  Ecclesiastes 3 tells us “For 
everything there is a season…”  our seasons are cyclical.  Just because something is new or was tried once 
before we have to listen for God’s call for our congregation through the voices and passions of others.  We 
also must be willing to hear the discernment of others when it may not be the right season to start a 
particular ministry or passion.  It isn’t a personal attack or complete “no.”  It is a “not yet!”  Again, God’s time 
not ours!  We have to be compassionate with one another and make this a place where people can explore 
their passions God places upon their hearts.  Help them find others who have similar passions.  Then, watch 
what God can do when we say yes and support one another. 
 
So, I will close with the same idea I started with.  It is a new year, a year of great possibilities.  What would you 
like to do with it?  What would we as a church like to do with it?  Let’s make this the best year yet as we serve 
our God.  Let’s make it a year of amazing ministry.  If you have an idea, bring it to the leadership and be ready 
to work with it.  Let’s explore and discern what God is calling us to together and see what god does in and 
through us as a church family! 
 
Peace and God bless you all, 
Pastor Burt 
 
~Pastor Burt 



  

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are 
available upon request.  

General Fund Financial Summary as of December 31, 2019 

 
 
 

Pete Ament – 2/2  Evelyn Stoffel – 2/20 
Bruce Libby – 2/11  Carol Dull – 2/21 
Dave McKenna – 2/13  Roger Ray – 2/21 
Delila Johnson – 2/15  Barb Haas – 2/25 
Leslie Dull – 2/17  Brian Poulin – 2/26 
Jackson Hanson – 2/18 Ken Fern – 2/27 
Shelly Dull – 2/19  John Vorwald – 2/28 
Laurene Ray – 2/20 

Pete & Deb Linaman – 2/3 – 1 year 
 

Justin & Danielle Johnson – 2/9 – 11 years 
 

Wes & Mary Frederick – 62 years!  
 



  

 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  This is a condensed version of the minutes.  To read the minutes in their entirety, they are 
available in the church office. 
 
Lori Jurek (Moderator), Duane Loewel (Deacons), Roger Ray (Trustees), Cheryl Lindquist (Church Clerk), 
Michelle Hansen (Christian Ed.), Margie Ricci (Treasurer) and Pastor Burt Williams 
 
Meeting was called to order by Lori at 6:00 pm 
Devotions: Lead by Duane: Morning with Jesus, New Year’s Day; Luke 16:10 
 
Minutes: December minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Roger to approve the minutes and seconded 
by Duane. Motion carried. 
 
Reports 
Women’s Fellowship:  

● Figured out coverage for things while Judy (President) is out of town for two months. 
Christian Education:  

● Christmas program wrapped up. 
● Jesus’ Birthday gifts need to be moved to Food Pantry. 

Deacons:  
● Santa Sitter had 6 kids.  Thanks to all who helped out. 
● Nominating committee is looking to fill 1 Deacon and the Church Clerk. 

S.H.I.F.T.:  
● Had a Holiday party and had a nice time. 
● Meet next on January 13th. 
● Blessing Bags for the Police department to hand out with warmer winter items.  
● Still trying to schedule a time to visit Brittany’s Place in the Cities. 

Treasurer:  
●  See Treasurer’s Report. 

Trustees:   
● Finalized the budget, using contributions from last year.  With these numbers we are showing a larger 

deficits than last year.  
● Still waiting to get a quote for carpeting in the sanctuary. 

Pastor:  
● Burt will be on vacation January 9-15. 
● Each Board bring dates to put on the Master Calendar. 
● Looking at dates for Installation of new leadership. 

Other Business 
● Annual Meeting: January 19, 2020 after church with potluck to follow meeting 
● Lifetouch Directory: Would like to have the heads of the Boards to get their pictures for the directory.  

 
Next meeting, February 6th (Time to be confirmed with new board members) 
Motion was made by Duane to adjourn 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Cheryl Lindquist Church Clerk 

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

January 2, 2020 



 
  

After a four-month study of Saturday morning hours, 
the Food Pantry will be returning to Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday hours only. It was deemed 
that there was no real interest in the Saturday 

morning hours. The new hours will start January 1st.  
~The Food Pantry 

 
Pantry Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 9-11:30 am 

& Wednesdays 6:30-8 pm  

Community Dinner 
Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship 

Thursday, February 6, 2020 
4:30 pm – 6:30 pm 

Menu: 
Lasagna & French Bread 

Lettuce Salad & Relish Tray 
Assorted Bars & Beverages 

 
Adults $6.00 Children $3.00 

Take out is available! 

Those currently on the Prayer List: 

If you have placed someone on the prayer list, 
please update us on how they are currently. If 

you would like to add or remove someone, 
please contact Tiff in the office at 

ruccsecretary@gmail.com or (715) 749-3225. 

Bobbie Kuhnke Carol Moenke  Marge Wolske  Lisa Briess  Jo Fenstermaker 
Earl Pechuman Mary Fredrick  LaVere Wolske Amy Moshier  Hannah LeMay 
Marlys McGaver Bernie McGaver Todd Knochenmus Heidi McGregor 
Evelyn Wood-Funkhouser  Ericka Evans Schweitzer 
 Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf  
 Those serving on active Military duty. 
 Those serving our state & community in Law Enforcement 

 

mailto:ruccsecretary@gmail.com


 
 
  

MEET YOUR CHURCH LEADERS – 
PASTOR BURT WILLIAMS 

Pastor Burt has been with RUCC for over two years and serves on most 
boards. When asked what his dream job is, he says he is living his 
dream job by being a Pastor. He also says that he would like to have 
the superpower of flight because he’s always dreamt of being a fighter 
pilot. “Do Something” by Matthew West is a worship song that has 
spoken to him. He says, “the idea that God has put us all here to make 
a difference in the life of others is core to who I am.” Pastor is thankful 
for his wife, Toni. “Her support and understanding makes all I do 
possible. She inspires me to keep going when times get tough and 
calls me back when I start to get too far away.” Pastor Burt’s door is 
always open. He is always interested in sharing life stories and learning 
more about people.  
 
 
 

MEET YOUR CHURCH LEADERS – 
ROGER RAY  

Roger was born in New Richmond and raised in the area. He 
has been a member of RUCC for 46 years and serves on the 
Board of Trustees. He says that a sense of responsibility and 
giving back for everything the church and community has done 
for his family over the years is what drew him to serve on the 
Board of Trustees. He has also served on the Board of Deacons 
previously. Roger’s favorite part of church is the music and his 
favorite Bible passage is Psalm 23. Currently Roger is a 
Commercial Loan Officer but, his dream job would be to be a 
Lighthouse Keeper. He says that his favorite local activity is Card 
Club because of the good food and funny people. 
 
 

Take the Plunge with us! 
 
Roberts UCC’S Frozen Faithful will be participating in the Hudson Rotary Club’s 3rd Annual River Dunk 
on February 15!  The event is hosted by the Rotary Club to raise funds for St. Croix Valley non-profits 
and clubs.  There are a few ways for you to get involved:  
1) Become a team member to raise pledges and take the plunge.   
2) Make a financial donation to the Roberts UCC team. Money raised by our team will benefit RUCC! 
3) Come to Lakefront Park in Hudson WI on February 15 to watch and cheer for all the hardy folks 
who will be jumping into the St. Croix River.  
Please visit the RUCC team fundraising page at https://www.firstgiving.com/team/398068 or contact 
Tony Jurek, Team Captain, at 612-816-3828 for more information. 
 

https://www.firstgiving.com/team/398068


 
 
 
 
 

Thank you, Terry & Carol Dull! 
Thank you to Terry & Carol for the many years of 
service and cleaning here at Roberts UCC. The 
congregation thanks you for your dedication to our 
church!  

Clothesline Appreciation! 
Thank you so much to all who 

contributed to the amazing success of 
the Clothesline gift giving! These gifts 

let struggling people know that 
someone cares. Christ at work through 

us! 
~Nancy Kirouac 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 
The next manna meal packing will be February 8, 2020 (9-11am).  

Carpooling from Church will meet at 8am. 
PLEASE consider participating in this session. You will never regret it! 

Call, text or email Jo Fenstermaker at (612) 437-7890 or fenstermakerjo@gmail.com or sign up in the 
narthex. 

Lifetouch will be coming back on February 12th from 2pm – 9pm to 
update our directory with new members, those who had family 
changes, are new to the leadership team or would simply like to 
update their photo. Those who sign up for a portrait session will get a 
FREE 8x10. Those who do not sit for an updated photo will still be 
included in the directory using their 2018 Lifetouch photo. Every 
family included in the directory will also get a free updated church 
directory. Visit our church website to sign up for an appointment. 
Questions can be directed to Lori Jurek at (715) 386-3214 or 
aljurek@baldwin-telecom.net. 

Lenten Bible Study 2020 
We will again be doing a Lenten Bible Study this year.  It is a six-part study running from March 4th through 
Holy Week.  It will be held on Wednesday’s at both Noon and 7pm here at the church.  The sessions look at 
the Scripture for the upcoming Sunday.  It will cover the topics of “Born Again,” “Spiritual Thirst,” “Spiritual 
Vision,” “Hope for Salvation,” “Triumphal Entry,” “He’s Alive.”  Although they sound heady and deep, the study 
is meant to cover the topics for people of all stages of their journey and can easily be done by people of all 
levels of Biblical knowledge. 
Lent is a time of preparation and the study is meant to do exactly that.  It will look at some topics which we in 
the mainline church tend to shy away from and explain the importance and meanings behind some 
theological ideas which can grow our faith in amazing ways.  Come and join us as we all prepare ourselves for 
our Easter Celebrations.  To sign up either watch for the signup sheet on Sunday mornings or call (715-749-
3225) or email (RUCCPastor@gmail.com) the church office.  We look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible there! ~ Peace, Pastor Burt 

mailto:fenstermakerjo@gmail.com
mailto:aljurek@baldwin-telecom.net


 
 2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1  

 

2  
8:45am Sunday School 
 
10am Worship with Holy 
Communion 
 
10am Installation of New 
Board Members 

3  
6pm League of Women 
Voters Meeting 

4  
6:30pm Deacons 
Meeting 

5  
6pm DISCIPLES 1 
 
6:30pm Bell Choir 
Practice 
 
7pm DISCIPLES 2 

6  
3pm Women’s 
Fellowship 
 
4:30pm Community 
Dinner 
 
6pm Council Meeting 

7  
 

8  
9am Feed My Starving 
Children 
 
6pm Dinner in the Dark 

9  
SCRIP Due  
 
8:45am Sunday School 
 
10am Worship 

10  
6:30 SHIFT! Meeting @ 
Lori Jurek’s Home  

11  
10am Care Center 
Worship 

12  
2pm – 9pm Lifetouch 
Portraits 
 
6:30pm Bell Choir 
Practice 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
11am – 2pm  
St. Croix River Dunk with  
RUCC’s Frozen Faithful 

16  
8:45am Sunday School 
 
10am Worship 
 
11am PPRC 

17  

 

18  
6pm Trustees Meeting 

19  
6pm DISCIPLES 1 
 
6:30pm Bell Choir 
Practice 
 
7pm DISCIPLES 2 
 

20  
6pm Christian Education 
Board Meeting 

21  
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
 

22  
9am Joyful Brass Band 
Practice 

23  
SCRIP Due 
 
8:45am Sunday School 
 
10am Worship 

24  
 

25  
7pm Joyful Brass Band 
Practice 

26  
ASH 

WEDNESDAY 
 

6:30pm Bell Choir 
Practice 
 
7pm Worship 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
9am Joyful Brass Band 
Practice 

LEAP DAY 

 

Food Pantry Hours: 
 

Tuesday & Thursday:  
9am – 11:30am 

 
Wednesday: 6:30pm – 8pm  

http://english4childrentoday.blogspot.com/2013/02/14th-of-february-happy-valentines-day.html
http://english4childrentoday.blogspot.com/2013/02/14th-of-february-happy-valentines-day.html
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