Connections

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

May 2020
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our God
… your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Giving Options During Virtual Gatherings

As we continue virtual methods of worship and ministry, we want to encourage your continued financial
support of Roberts UCC. In addition to checks/cash mailed to the church, we have two easy options available to
you: Electronic Giving and Online Payments.
An electronic giving form authorizes Roberts UCC to debit your bank account for the selected amount
you choose as a reoccurring transaction on the 15th of each month. Contact the church office if you would like
a form.
To give online, visit www.robertsucc.org/giving. Simply click on the "GIVE NOW" button to be taken to a
secure page where you can donate via PayPal or with your debit/credit card. This donation can be a one-time
occurrence or a reoccurring monthly donation.
The Giving page also features additional ways to support your church: AmazonSmile, SCRIP, Direct Your
Dollars and Prayer.

We would like to honor the Graduates of 2020, but
we do not know who they are.
If you know of someone that is graduating or has
graduated this year, please get their name to
Tiff in the Office by May 20th.
The graduates can include High School, College
and Military!

Roberts Good Neighbor Days
The Roberts Lions Club has decided it is best to cancel Roberts Good Neighbor Days for 2020. They are committed
to having Good Neighbor Days in 2021 and anticipate it will be “a party and a half!”
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See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.
And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
– 1 John 3:1-3
These past few weeks have been some trying times for many of us. We have had to find new ways of staying in
touch, displaying our faith, worshiping, and simply doing ministry in general. I do not want anyone to
misunderstand the messages of optimism and hope I have been trying to put forth. They are not mere
platitudes or “fluff” messages meant simply to calm our spirits. They are founded on sitting back and observing
our times and the many things happening in and around us. Please do not think in any way these times have
been easy for us pastors as we sit in offices, sanctuaries, and churches which use to bustle with activity and now
stand silent. I know, at least for me, that the lack of personal, face-to-face interaction with all of you has been
more than a little bit of a struggle. Those interactions and opportunities to see firsthand God at work in
people’s lives is something which has always lifted my faith and made the tough times bearable. Yet, as I sit
and watch from a distance and speak with people through the various mediums at our disposal, I am uplifted
at the strong example of resurrection I find.
I find myself feeling a sense of great gratitude at serving a congregation which has risen to the challenge thus
far and not allowed the social distancing to paralyze us with fear of the unknown and new things. Some
ministries have been put aside due to the current circumstances, but others have arisen. People have shown
how resilient we are as God’s people through the courage and ingenuity God has graced us with to find what
the “new” needs are in this time of isolation. So, let me help you see what I am seeing as a pastor, which brings
this “Resurrection Hope” I keep speaking of. Hopefully, in some small way, it will strengthen your own journeys
while we are apart.
People are speaking of their faith more openly…
This may seem like an odd point, but it is true. As I speak with people on the phone, read their posts on
Facebook, am contacted through emails, or sit in meetings and Bible studies, I am hearing people share things
in daring and courageous ways they were not before. People are sharing their stories much more openly than
they have before this pandemic. As they struggle with being isolated, they are also wrestling with some of the
tougher questions of life and sharing where they find their peace and hope…and openly giving credit/praise to
God for what they do have. People are taking stock of what is truly important in their lives, especially as they
feel the loss of connectedness with many of those pieces of themselves.
This is a two-fold blessing. The first is it is strengthening their ability to speak what they believe as they have
time to truly ponder it now that the world has slowed down to a pace which affords us more time. The second
is it is helping others to have the courage to speak as well. It inspires others to tell their stories and take stock
of their own blessings. It is wonderful as a pastor to watch this unfold in these trying times. Sit back and watch
the world around you and truly listen to what others are saying. We do not have to necessarily agree with one
another on the points being made, but it is good that people are opening up about their faith and what is
important. I encourage you all to continue this growth and to encourage others to do so as well. Listen and
hear one another as we share our faith with each other and the world.

People are reaching out and being more generous than we may know…
I am equally amazed at the generosity I am seeing as I observe things. We hear all the stories of hording and
selfishness. Have you heard the stories of generosity and selflessness? I am seeing it all around and not in some
distant place, but right here in our own area. People’s generosity to the food shelf has been overwhelming.
Whether through cash or food donations, or even through donations of time and talents, we are seeing new
faces and an abundance of items and funds come in in this time of need. We are seeing similar actions with the
giving here at the church in general. Church leadership, myself included, has seriously worried that in this time
of social distancing people would forget the financial needs we still have to meet. I am not saying we are sitting
in an excess of funds, but we are nowhere near where most of us feared we would be. Our giving here has not
fallen anywhere near as far as many of us feared. These are nuts and bolts type things though. What about
those who have been reaching out with cards, calls, emails, texts, meals, and many other ways to members in
the community? Have you heard about those individuals? Are you one of them? Maybe you reached out
because of your need for interaction, maybe it was out of compassion for others, or maybe it is just who you
are, and you would have done it anyway. I have talked with so many in the community who have been quick to
point out how much these actions have meant to them. I wish sometimes I could bring you all into my world
when these things happen. Or what about those who are reaching out to help the needs of local businesses
and farmers as they struggle to find their way through these trying times? Have you seen/heard these stories
or noticed them as they circulate? These folks who we have turned to time and again for help and support
when we do fundraisers or need assistance in helping someone out in their time of need, need our help and
support more than ever. Or the way in which people are making their gratitude known to our local healthcare
and emergency personnel who are standing at the frontlines ready to be there for those who are in need in
these trying times? Again, I am always thankful to God to hear the ways in which people from this
congregation and community are leading the way in these areas!
People’s willingness to learn new technologies and try new ways…
I have been truly amazed at the willingness people have had to adapt as we search out new ways of doing
worship, meetings, Bible study, and numerous other outreaches. It is not easy for many of us to learn new
technologies and even harder to feel comfortable worshiping from our own living rooms and kitchens. There is
a learning curve here which is frustrating for everyone, especially when the technologies are struggling to
handle all the new traffic and people who have a hard time even turning a computer on are having to suddenly
become electrical engineers in order to stay connected. I feel your pain in all of this. It is a struggle trying to
teach these things long distance and even harder to preach to literally “No Bodies.” As someone who has been
trained to speak and watch the crowd for signs of what is working and not working this has been a real
struggle for me. I can only imagine the frustration levels many of you must have.
Yet, I cannot express my joy and gratitude in how many are fighting the fight. Our attendance for meetings and
Bible studies has gone down slightly, but our worship attendance has really gone up! We are reaching more
people than we ever have before. Our total average views during services has been 91; during Sunday services,
94; during special services 85. Given the statistics we receive only tell us how many devices are logged in and
many of these logins have couples and families watching, that means we have had well over 100 people
worshiping with us during our services. Even more exciting is that these are just the numbers of people
watching during service. If we look at total views, we are seeing the following numbers: total views, 1,147;
Sunday service views, 746; special service views, 401. This is truly AMAZING in a four-week period. Especially, if
we look at our attendance in comparison to the last few years. Last year, over the same three weeks this is what
our attendance looked like for the three weeks prior to Easter and Holy Week: total attendance, 580; Sunday
services, 479; special services, 101. We are reaching more people with God’s Word and presence than we ever
have. This should truly be inspiring for us as Disciples of Christ.

People’s caring, prayers, and support…
Beyond all of this, I just want to add a thank you here for all of you who have reached out to Toni and me with
your caring thoughts, prayers, and emotional/spiritual support. In the best of times, ministry can be a place
where one feels like they are alone with the work and time away – especially during special holiday times like
Holy Week. We are so grateful to have such a loving family of people around us. You all make even times like
the ones we are going through much more bearable. That being said, I want you all to keep in mind that it is
often the people closest to us we neglect most. Please remember to be kind, loving and forgiving to those
whom you interact with most. Remember to have the heart and mind of Christ Jesus with you. I have heard
from more than a few how stressful all this togetherness is in our homes. We are not used to having the people
we are closest to around ALL the time. It disrupts our usual routines and little things we would typically
overlook become major annoyances. Trust me, with a 2 and a 4-year-old in the house, Toni and I completely
understand. Take time to thank God and your partners/families out loud for the many things they do which
brighten your lives.
There is great hope ahead in all that I am seeing in the world and this congregation. I hope this small article
helps for you to see what can and is happening and how God is taking what is hard to make good things
happen! Peace and God bless you all!
- Pastor Burt

Food Pantry Needs
Thank you to the community for all the support received
recently and any received in the coming months! We
appreciate everything that has been collected and
donated!
Due to the current situation with coronavirus,
the food pantry will continue with regular hours
of Tuesdays & Thursdays – 9-11:30am and
Wednesdays – 6:30-8pm.
However, until further notice, we are asking that
patrons remain in their vehicles. Someone will
visit the vehicle and we will do curbside
delivery of your pantry items.

If you have placed someone on the prayer list, please
update us on how they are currently. If you would like to
add or remove someone, please contact Tiff in the office
at ruccsecretary@gmail.com or (715) 749-3225.
Those currently on the Prayer List:
Carol Moenke
Marge Wolske
Lisa Briess
Earl Pechuman
Mary Fredrick
LaVere Wolske
Amy Moshier
Marlys McGaver
Bernie McGaver
Todd Knochenmus
Evelyn Wood-Funkhouser
Ericka Evans Schweitzer
Spence Porter




Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf
Those serving on active Military duty.
Those serving our state & community in Law Enforcement

Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are
available upon request.
General Fund Financial Summary as of March 31, 2020

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN
The May 2, 2020 event has been cancelled.
All Feed My Starving Children packing locations
will be closed until July 31, 2020
You can still help by:
Praying, funding meals (give.fmsc.org/covid-19),
and shopping the Market Place online
(fmsc.org/marketplace).
Visit fmsc.org for more information.
Call, text, or email Michelle Hansen at
(715) 377-8887
or shell_329@hotmail.com with questions.

Community Dinner
Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship
Thursday, May 7, 2020
4:30 pm – 6:30 pm
Cancelled due to COVID-19

♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
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Tony & Lori Jurek – 5/9 – 21 Years!
Melanie & Kevin Robelia – 5/10 – 11 Years!
Bruce & Joanne Libby – 5/12 – 57 Years!
Al & Chris Bohl – 5/15 – 9 Years!
Dan & Jacque Nelson – 5/28 – 42 Years!
Duane & Dianne Loewel – 5/29 – 17 Years!
Eric & Carrie Fisher – 5/31 – 33 Years!

MEET YOUR CHURCH LEADERS –
MEGHAN AMENT
Megan serves on the Board of Deacons and has been a
member at Roberts UCC for 10 years. She is currently a
stay-at-home mom and part-time floral designer but,
her dream job would be something in the hospice field.
When asked what her favorite part of church is,
Meghan shared, “RUCC has an awesome sense of
community. I cherish the friendships I have made here.”
She says being part of SHIFT! has been amazing for her
because she loves being in the presence of all the
wonderful ladies, soaking up their wisdom, serving the
community with them and lifting each other up when it
is needed. Meghan credits her serving on the Board of
Deacons to Rachel Ackley and Rachel’s not giving up on
her. Meghan looks forward to learning a lot and
contributing her best efforts while on the Board of
Deacons.

Gail Cotterman – 5/2
Wayne Hadley – 5/3
Terry McKinley – 5/3
Mary Frederick – 5/4
Rachel Ackley – 5/7
Melissa Delander – 5/8
Eric Fisher – 5/9
Roene Frederick – 5/9
Kevin Robelia – 5/9
Uriah Williams – 5/13
Roxanne Nelson – 5/15
Duane Loewel – 5/17
Cynthia Hansen – 5/18
Liz Croes – 5/20
Haylie Hansen – 5/20
Jeff Haas – 5/21
Donna Lamson – 5/21
Patti Robertson – 5/22
Jessie Kinney – 5/25
Cindy Schultz – 5/25
Ann Ostendorf – 5/26
Riley Hansen – 5/29

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
April 2, 2020
Dawn Budrow (Moderator), Rachel Ackley (Deacons), John Stoffel (Trustees), Jennah Stoffel (Christian

Education), Lori Jurek (Women’s Fellowship and S.H.I.F.T), Pastor Burt Williams, and Connie Mueller (Church
Clerk).

Meeting was called to order by Dawn at 6:00 P.M.
Opening devotion was led by Pastor Burt based on 2 Corinthians 5:17
Minutes: March minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Lori to approve the minutes and seconded by
Rachel. Motion carried.
Reports:
Women’s Fellowship
•

Spring Rummage Sale: has been postponed until further notice. If they cannot get it done by May it will
probably be canceled and just a fall one will be held.

Christian Education
•
•

May 3 spring festival has been postponed.

They are doing virtual Sunday School using a podcast put out by Go Fish, Jennah has designed a bingo
type board as a way for the kids to earn tickets for the carnival in the future. All the kids are asked to

reflect on the lesson and do so in a creative way, this is where the bingo card comes in, if they can cover
the board, they earn extra tickets.

Deacons
•

Lent and Easter prep all services have been moved to a virtual format, follow the link for YouTube when
emailed to you for the services

Maundy Thursday: 7pm

Ecumenical services on Good Friday: 12:30pm

Easter morning: lilies are ordered. Burt and Rachel are working on an outdoor display to help
uplift the community. Pictures will be taken and placed on the website and in the newsletter.

S.H.I.F.T.
•
•

Thank you to all that purchased flowers for the display.

Meat Raffle at Jonesy’s Bar and Grill on April 25th has been postponed

Paul Oman, a pulpit supply minister, has a program called “Drawn to the Word” has been scheduled for
Sept. 20th

•

Their next meeting will be held virtually to discuss how to do the dinner for Grace Place this month.

Treasurer
•

No treasurer’s report Dawn is going to talk with Jane to make sure she knows that she is wanted at the
council meetings

(Continued on next page)

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
April 2, 2020
(Continued from previous page)
Trustees
• Jo Fenstermaker is now done on the board in preparation for her move to WA. If you know of anyone
that would be interested in filling her position, please let the trustees or deacons know.

•
•
•
•

Should have all 3 carpet estimates in by their next meeting.

Spring cleaning is going to be summer cleaning because of the mandates.
No changes to the constitution for the trustees.

Trustees are working on getting a small business loan from the government stimulus package to help
cover our costs for payroll, mortgage, and other things necessary to the upkeep of the building and

employees while we are shut down. John is hoping to get the information he needs ASAP so he can get
it submitted right away.

Pastor Burt
• The doors are open for the food pantry, but unsure how much longer that will last based on information
coming down from the government.

•
•

As of right now hospitals are not allowing any visitors including clergy.

Virtual services are going well with higher than usual attendance, they are time consuming and Pastor

Burt could use our prayers to see him through the Easter season. Easter Sunday will have a virtual service
for the sunrise service, but at this time we don’t know what we will do for the regular service.
•

Burt’s email has been spoofed so if you get an email from him disregard it if it doesn’t contain his
signature.

•

If you are in need of a hymnal for the virtual services, please let the office know and we will get one
signed out to you and delivered.

•

Bible Study is being held virtually at 12 noon and 7pm on Wednesdays

Business Discussion
• Constitution review is moving forward, all boards except the deacons have submitted their changes if
they were needed. However, with the current situation it may be put on the back burner until the
restrictions are lifted.

•

Pastor Burt wants us to think about how we can make our first service back together a big blow out

celebration type event. Suggestions made were a potluck or a big picnic, bouncy castle, and other fun
games.

Devotions are being led by Lori at the May meeting
Closing prayer led by Dawn
Next meeting: May 7, 2020 at 6 P.M.
Motion was made by Rachel to adjourn.
Respectfully submitted by:
Rachel Ackley, Acting Secretary

Easter Flowers Sponsored by:

John & Jane Bond
♥ In honor of all the workers making sure we have services and supplies to get
us through the uncertain times.
♥ In honor of our RUCC family.
♥ In honor of our children & grandchildren
Patti Robertson
♥ In memory of Wes & Doris Cowles
♥ In memory of David & Kathy Cowles
Kate Kapaun
♥ In memory of Travis Peterson
♥ In memory of Phyllis Marek
♥ In memory of Dan Sarafolean
Cheryl Cowles
♥ In memory of David Cowles
♥ In memory of Le Roy Doornink
Carol & Terry Dull
♥ In honor of Viola Dull
♥ In memory of Vernon Dull
♥ In memory of Raymond & Dixie Hughes
♥ In honor of all our church members & friends
Doug & Audrey Ackley
♥ In memory of Roger Ackley, Hershel & Dora Hadler, and Cecil & Doris Ackley
Melissa & Jamie Delander
♥ In memory of Delores Lewis
Sue Willie
♥ In memory of her dad, Bob Larson
Marge Wolske
♥ In memory of Lyman Wolske
Dawn & Brett Budrow
♥ In honor of Doug & Audrey Ackley
♥ In honor of Glen & Sheryl Budrow
Cecil Brighton
♥ In memory of Cleo Brighton
♥ In honor of Maggie Olson
Brent & Rachel Ackley
♥ In honor of Doug & Audrey Ackley
♥ In memory of Kathy Benge
♥ In honor of Tyler Ackley
Wanda Hopkins
♥ In memory of Don May
♥ In memory of Sharon Hudson
John & Dorene Stoffel
♥ In memory of Walter, Florence, Walter Jr., and John Meyer
Burt & Toni Williams
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All Virtual Worship is on YouTube. To find our YouTube Channel, search
Roberts UCC on YouTube.
Most meetings are taking place through Zoom. Please watch your email for invites if you are part
of a board or committee. Please check the calendar on our website for current updates.

Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday: 9am – 11:30am
Wednesday: 6:30pm – 8pm
****See article in Newsletter for more
information!****

