Connections

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

July 2020
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our God
… your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

As we continue to return to in person worship services, please remember the following:
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Social Distancing and Health Safety Items
If you are sick, coughing, sneezing, or have a fever, please be respectful of the health of others and
stay home.
If you are uncomfortable attending in person currently, or at high risk of contracting COVID-19,
please stay home. Your health and the health of others is of great concern to us all.
Sit 6 feet apart from one another with an empty pew between you and the person ahead of you.
People in the same household may sit together without 6 feet between them.
No handshaking, hugs, etc.
Please enter using only the Main Front Doors and follow the signage that has been put up in the
building.
There will be no fellowship hour after service.
The Fellowship Hall and Nursery will be closed.
Worship Items
The YouTube services will be continuing for all who are unable to attend for any reason.
As always children are gladly welcomed in worship. All Social Distancing and Health Safety Items
apply to them as well. Parents are asked to keep the little ones with them during the service. Our
usual toy bags will not be available, so please bring things from home if they are needed.
Though we can do congregational singing, the words will be on the large screens as hymnals (and
Bibles) will not be available (bulletins and large print bulletins will still be available on entering).
We will start doing Communion again. We will have individually pre-packaged cups of juice and
wafers for this. There will be no passing of trays or Communion by Intinction.
Offering plates will be at the back of the church for collecting offering before and after service.
At the current time, and we do not expect this will be an issue, we will need to limit our numbers
for service to 50 people due to our seating capacity and social distancing.

We respect and honor your decision to be safe and make the right choice for you and your families. All
our members and friends are sacred to us and loved very much. We are doing the best we can to meet
the needs of our varied and diverse family! God bless you all!
~Your Leadership Team
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Office: secretary@robertsucc.org | Website: http://www.robertsucc.org

Change, Discomfort, and the Future
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
—Isaiah 43:19
The last few months have been a whirlwind of change and adaptation for all of us. It has caused unsure
footing and anxiety as we try to make sense of what is happening and what will come next. There is a ton of
information and opinion out there which has made many of us start to ask the question, “Where does the truth
lie?” It may be that we need to step back, take another look from a different perspective, and change the
question. There may very well be conspiracy, greed, and deception going on in the world, but what is so different
about that. The world has had those things from the beginning, it is an unfortunate part of the human condition.
What if there is something much larger going on? What if all this upheaval is actually God’s way of calling us to
refocus our thinking and behaviors back to a more faithful way of living.
As I start to think about our current situation, I was drawn back to conversations I had with many people
regarding the trend society seemed to be caught in of being self-focused and running at a pace which was not
maintainable. I would hear people say we had gotten so focus on outside things we had lost family time. There
was much talk about the evils of our consumerism and how we all had too much stuff. People’s inability to have
a conversation because they were addicted to technology were another topic of discussion often. There seemed
to be a lot of talking going on and usually the end of the conversations were left with a lack of solutions as to
how to rectify the issues and a feeling of resignation that this was just the way things were going to be. So, what
has changed if anything?
Some observations I have are the following. I see families having to learn to be together again. There are
not a million things we feel we need to be at on the schedule. Even though we suddenly want to fill that new
found time with going places things have been closed up, so we can’t run and hide away from the issues of family
by going to be entertained and distracted by something else. Beyond just the family situation, people are getting
to know who their neighbors are again. The isolation has left us longing for more human interaction and we are
finding it in new ways.
People have begun to notice how much “stuff” they have and are “cleaning house.” Have you noticed seen
all the dumpsters and Gorilla Bags setting out in front of homes? We are cleaning out the old stuff in order to
get rid of the clutter in our lives. It is another side effect of having more time on our hands as well. Cleaning,
projects, improvements, and doing all this on a budget are on the rise.
It is also getting harder and harder to impulse shop online or in the stores. Order something online and it is
at least a few days before you can get it (if you can find it), where it used to be 1 to 2 days before all of this. Go
into a store and you have to plan ahead, because simple things which were “always” on the shelves before are
out of stock. With our many of our incomes being reduced we are also having to learn to spend more wisely.
With being distanced from one another, we have been forced into a need to use technology more. What I
am starting to see is people wanting to get away from it! People are fighting the idea of meeting via the internet.
They want to be together. They want that personal contact and miss it greatly. Mentioning technology in certain
circles can lead to a heated discussion resisting using it. Even those of us who have been great fans of technology
are finding its limitations and getting disgruntled, wishing for a return to doing things in person. It is not only
limited, but we are finding how un-useful it can be.
These are just some of the observations I have made as I have thought about all that has happened. This is
not to say that there haven’t been discomforts, abuses, and horrible things which have happened in this time of
transition and change. There have definitely been tragedies and losses which we must contend with. As I look

at it though, I think there may be something more going on. Many of the issues we talked about before all of
this chaos were things we could not find solutions for or felt the solutions were too hard and would never be
accepted. Now, a situation has arisen where we found ourselves in a place where we did not have a choice.
Could we argue whether we needed to do all of this or not. Of course we could. The question remains though,
“Was there a Divine plan in all of this?” And a bigger question remains. “What do we do now?”
There is a lot of push to return to “Normal.” We could have a long existential conversation on the validity of
that question and what “normal” actually means, but that is for another article. It will be enough for this one to
simply discuss the possibilities for our future from here. It is now time to step back and assess what has
happened, what good things we would like to move forward with, and what parts of this need our attention to
help the healing and growth process to start in ministry.
What does that mean? It means are there things we feel God is calling the church to maintain and grow from
our experience of turmoil? Throughout Scripture we hear story after story of how God uses our turmoil to call
us to change and grow. What parts of what has happened over the last three months are thing you feel God is
calling us to? Family ministries? Financial Ministries? A better stewardship of technologies and properties at
our disposal? A better stewardship of relationships and things?
God has given us a wonderful opportunity here, both personally and as a congregation. We can step back
and look at what has happened and look for the good and the not so good. We can see God at work in our
society. Or, we could simply follow the lead of the world around us. We could focus on all the possible wrongs
that have been done by others, seeking to punish them. We can continue to judge one another for the points
of view which differ from ours. We could focus on our individual wants and feelings, getting lost in that mire.
Meanwhile, God has been at work. Scripture reminds us, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable
and perfect” (Romans 12:2).
God is doing new things in our world today, despite what the world may have intended. God is making rivers
and streams in our wastelands and new life is popping up all around. Can we see those things? Can we allow
the Spirit and the love of God to transform our hearts and leads us in new ministries? Will we step back and
discern where God is calling us in all of this? It is still early in the game for all of this I know. We are just starting
to come back together in person. We are just starting to get our bearing back amidst all of this chaos. Yet, that
is the perfect time to allow change to happen and to be starting these conversations. If we wait until everything
is comfortable again, it will be infinitely harder to rebreak the habits we start again.
If instead, we begin to look at what God has done for us out of love and begin to look for God’s hand at work
amidst our discomfort, we can then be the shining light in the fog of the chaos for others to look to. I encourage
you all to pray, watch, listen and talk about the things you see and the places you are inspired. Have discussions
about where you feel God might be calling us to begin helping the world heal. Take off the blinders of the world
and allow God to transform your life abundantly. Because even in all the discomfort and Chaos, God has walked
right beside us and shown us new ways to imagine the world around us. The almighty has given us glimpses of
how things could be. Do we have the courage and will to stand up now and begin the work God calls us to?
God’s blessings on you all as you begin this process for yourselves and with others. May you find many
blessings, glorious inspiration, and a newness of Spirit moving forward from here!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Burt

Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are
available upon request.
General Fund Financial Summary as of May 31, 2020

Generous Gift Leads to Sanctuary Improvement!

The next time you enter our sanctuary, you will notice a big change! After many years of unfinished flooring, we
are excited to share that the alter, bell choir area, ramp and aisles of the sanctuary now have carpeting! This
improvement was only made possible by the generous act of David Ray’s family to designate the memorial gifts
given in his honor be used toward the purchase and installation of the carpeting. By approval of the Memorial
Committee, available undesignated memorial funds were used to cover the remainder of the cost.
The Trustees have spent many months exploring options, gathering bids and engaging in thoughtful discussions
before moving forward with this decision. Given the desire of the Ray family to designate funds for this purpose,
coupled with the lack of activity in the sanctuary due to the COVID-19 restrictions, it was determined to be the
perfect time to complete this project! Join us in thanking the Rays and Trustees for making this improvement a
reality!
Thank you,
~Sonya Jansma
~Lori Jurek
~Laura Logas
RUCC Memorial Fund Committee Members

Terry Dull – 7/3
Jamie Delander – 7/5
Steve Mueller – 7/7
Wil Ronnander – 7/7
Tiana Kristensen – 7/8
Derek Ray – 7/9
Wendy Gonzalez – 7/11
Joanne Libby – 7/17
Carrie Segebrecht – 7/17
Jennah Stoffel – 7/17

♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

Nancy Waughtal – 7/19
Lowell Johnson – 7/20
Sonya Jansma – 7/21
Doug Ackley – 7/23
Darla Ramberg – 7/23
Alaina Sain – 7/23
Pamela Kamm – 7/24
Nicole Vorwald – 7/26
Glen Nelson – 7/28

Charles & Laura Hahr – 7/9 – 26 Years!
Kevin & Kate Kapaun – 7/10 – 21 Years!
Joe & Marcy Sain – 7/13 – 7 Years!
Jerry & Connie Mueller – 7/14 – 47 Years!
Brian & Sue Wille – 7/29 – 9 Years!

Food Pantry Needs
Thank you to the community for all the support received recently
and any received in the coming months! We appreciate everything
that has been collected and donated!
Due to the current situation with coronavirus,
the food pantry will continue with regular hours
of Tuesdays & Thursdays – 9-11:30am and Wednesdays – 6:30-8pm.
However, until further notice, we are asking that
patrons remain in their vehicles. Someone will
visit the vehicle and we will do curbside delivery of your pantry
items.

Free Money from AmazonSmile for RUCC

This is a simple and automatic way for you to support Roberts Congregational
United Church of Christ every time you shop, at no cost to you!
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select Roberts Congregational
United Church of Christ to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin
shopping. They will remember your selection, and then every future eligible purchase you
make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.
To get started, visit www.smile.amazon.com and search for Roberts
Congregational United Church of Christ from their list of approved organizations. It is that
simple! Remember to use the SMILE site rather than the usual Amazon.com site each time
you make a purchase for a donation to be generated. If you have any questions, contact
Lori Jurek. **We have received $75.03 this quarter from AmazonSmile orders!!**
***As of June 1st, you can now access AmazonSmile from the Amazon App. To
activate AmazonSmile on your smart phone, click on your menu, click “settings”,
click “turn on AmazonSmile”.***

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
June 4, 2020
Dawn Budrow (Moderator), Rachel Ackley (Deacons), John Stoffel (Trustees), Jennah Stoffel (Christian
Education), Lori Jurek (Women’s Fellowship and S.H.I.F.T), Margie Ricci, Pastor Burt Williams, and Connie
Mueller (Church Clerk).
Meeting was called to order by Dawn at 6:00 P.M.
Opening devotion was led by Dawn.
Minutes: May minutes were reviewed. It was noted that Margie Ricci was in attendance at that meeting.
Motion was made by Margie to approve the minutes and seconded by Lori. Motion carried.
Reports
Women’s Fellowship:
• Next meeting is August. Fellowship has not been meeting traditionally in June or July.
Christian Education:
• Discussing Vacation Bible School. There will be no virtual Bible School. Currently planning on Vacation
Bible School in August, using a curriculum that the church currently has.
• Will be looking into purchasing Adventure Bibles for the Sunday School students. Anticipate getting a
classroom set, plus an Adventure Bible for the students. Money received from the Bible Brunch on Rally
Day will be used to purchase the Bibles. If need be, the board may need to seek Bible sponsors to assist
in this project. Having multiple versions of the Bible has been confusing for the children.
• Board members are writing the 2020-2021 curriculum. Sunday School will continue next year as a one
room classroom set up.
Deacons:
• Live worship services will begin on June 14th. Communion will be served that day.
• Committee being formed for Constitution revision. The goal is to have all revisions made and the
congregation to approve the changes in the Constitution at the Annual Meeting in January 2021.
• NRSV Bibles are going to be purchased for the pews, regular and some large print. At this time, this has
not been included in the 2020 budget.
• Board is working on live streaming the church service through Restream. The monthly fee is $20.00, and
the service would be available through YouTube and Facebook. Rachel will be meeting with
representatives from the company to see if the camera and sound system we are currently using will
work.
• There is a need for volunteers to assist with sanitizing the church following church services and for
maintaining the landscaping surrounding the church. In addition, volunteers are needed for learning
how to record the service, run the sound system, and advancing the PowerPoint throughout the service.
(Continued on next page)

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
June 4, 2020
(Continued from previous page)
S.H.I.F.T:
• The group will be serving a meal at Grace Place on June 18th.
• Lori is contacting Minnesota UCC churches in the cities to see what support is needed.
Treasurer:
• See the report in the newsletter.
Trustees:
• Carpet tiles are being installed next week. The carpet will be in before the June 14th service.
• Approved the use of church property for a community garden.
Pastor:
• More coordinating continues with area clergy regarding the reopening of area churches.
• Prayers are needed for those with health concerns in our church family.
Other Discussion:
• Lifetouch is back to work. The proof book has been sent in and the new directories should be available
in several weeks.
Next Meeting: July 2, 2020
Devotions: Rachel Ackley
The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Connie Mueller, Church Clerk

Giving Options During Virtual Gatherings

During the time of virtual methods of worship and ministry, we want to encourage your continued
financial support of Roberts UCC. In addition to checks/cash mailed to the church, we have two easy
options available to you: Electronic Giving and Online Payments.
An electronic giving form authorizes Roberts UCC to debit your bank account for the selected
amount you choose as a reoccurring transaction on the 15th of each month. Contact the church office if
you would like a form.
To give online, visit www.robertsucc.org/giving. Simply click on the "GIVE NOW" button to be
taken to a secure page where you can donate via PayPal or with your debit/credit card. This donation can
be a one-time occurrence or a reoccurring monthly donation.
The Giving page also features additional ways to support your church: AmazonSmile, SCRIP, Direct
ROand Prayer.
Your Dollars

If you have placed someone on the prayer list, please
update us on how they are currently. If you would like to
add or remove someone, please contact Tiff in the office
at ruccsecretary@gmail.com or (715) 749-3225.

Those currently on the Prayer List:
Carol Moenke
Marge Wolske
Lisa Briess
Earl Pechuman
Mary Fredrick
LaVere Wolske
Amy Moshier
Marlys McGaver
Bernie McGaver
Todd Knochenmus
Evelyn Wood-Funkhouser
Ericka Evans Schweitzer
Spence Porter
 Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf
 Those serving on active Military duty.
 Those serving our state & community in Law Enforcement

MEET YOUR CHURCH LEADERS –
DANIELLE JOHNSON
Danielle is on the Board of Christian Education. She
was drawn to serving on this board because both of
her children are in Sunday School and she wanted
to be part of a group that she could relate to. Her
favorite part of church is the music and children’s
services. She loves the meaning behind the hymns
and says it is fun to watch the children engage in
service and show that they are learning something.
Danielle sees God work through her children and
their being able to see the beauty in everything.
She says she has also seen Him at work in saving
the life of loved ones who have been in accidents
where the outcome should have been very
different. Danielle has been a member of UCC for
12 years.
Are you hungry for scripture? Mark your calendars!
Bible Brunch and Rally Sunday

Sunday, September 13th, following church

Scripture Scramble!

This month’s theme: service
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Community Garden Opportunity

Recently Mike Deneen reached out to Roberts UCC with a proposal to
start a Community Garden on the southwest portion of the property, north of
the holding pond. Currently there are Community Gardens at Cross Lutheran,
St. Mary’s Cemetery, United Fire Hall and on Thayer Street in Hammond. The
goal of these Community Gardens is goodwill, community outreach, and
growing food for yourself and others. If you’d like to participate, please see the
information below to contact Mike Deneen to get started!
Central Community Gardens “CCG” in Hammond & Roberts
Benefits: plots are ready (tilling, soil amendments), water, education, group buying, friends, flowers, tools, and
likely nutrient dense foods.
Garden Plots: Annual rent is $28 for 10X20, $ 38 for 20’X20’, 6¢ per square foot thereafter, or consideration
can be made for waiving rent if there is a need. Please contact Mike Deneen if interested.
Sponsors are needed for: Irrigation, fence, seed, donated plot, or your time.
Coordinator: Mike Deneen mbden@outlook.com text 715-386-9792
Bee Jimpson bee@beeJimpson.com Home: 715-796-2927
Central Community Gardens plots are located at;
Cross Community Garden, Cross Lutheran Church, 1246 County Rd TT, Roberts
St. Mary's Cemetery “S/W corner”, 1420 Fithian St, Hammond
United Fire Hall 1055 Clyde Hanson & Cty Rd T, Hammond
Village of Hammond, 1630 Thayer St., Hammond

RUCC SCRIP PROGRAM

The SCRIP Program is still available. The process has not changed. Fill out your order forms, writing the
check to Roberts UCC SCRIP, and place it in the SCRIP Order box, as usual. Tiff is checking the box weekly
and notifying me when there are orders to place.
There are some cards available for immediate purchase:
Family Fresh - $50 – 2 cards
Family Fresh - $25 – 5 cards
County Market - $100 – 8 cards
Holiday Station - $25 – 1 card
If you wish to purchase from the inventory on hand, please fill out an order form and give it to Tiff or place
in the Office Admin mailbox. Include your check that is made out to Roberts UCC SCRIP.
Thank you to all who participate in this fundraiser.
~Dianne Loewel

MINUTES FROM CHURCH LEADERSHIP MEETING
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
June 1, 2020
Dawn Budrow, Brett Budrow, Rachel Ackley, Brent Ackley, John Stoffel, Jennah Stoffel, Laura Logas, Roger Ray,
Laurene Ray, Jane Bond, John Bond, Toni Williams, Glenn Hall, Margie Ricci, Nancy Kirouac, Wanda Hopkins,
Tracy Ronnander, Liz Croes, Pastor Burt Williams, and Connie Mueller (Church Clerk).
Purpose of the meeting: To begin development of plan for returning to live church services.
Pastor Burt opened the meeting of the church leadership team with a word of prayer.
The leadership team reviewed the data regarding COVID-19 cases in St. Croix County and the surrounding area.
At this time, no significant increase has been seen in the county.
Rachel Ackley moved to open the church on June 7th.
Comments followed by various members of the team:
•

Conference has not changed its guidelines at this time. These are guidelines and are not mandated.

•

Liability is a concern. In the event someone contracts COVID while in church, the church’s insurance will
not cover any lawsuit if a there is not a written policy for the protection of participants, volunteers, and
staff. Therefore, having a plan for social distancing, signage, and sanitizing the church is of the utmost
importance.

•

Sanitizing following the use of the church must be done after each service. Dawn from the Roberts Café
gave the church some Sani-Tabs that can be used for wiping down any surface that needs disinfecting.
In addition, there is a product used at our local firehall that can be applied through a sprayer. It was
recommended that the cloth pew cushions be removed.

•

In the event someone enters who is sick, they will be asked to leave.

•

Cloth chairs, hymnals, pew pads, toy bags, etc. all need to be removed.

•

Glenn was asked about the availability of the sanitizing products. The Sani-Tabs were given to the
church. Tablets are added to water and used for wiping down areas. The other cleaner needs to be
ordered and it is stated that it will be shipped in seven business days. This cleaner is applied through a
sprayer.

•

Comment of concern that it still is too early to open.

•

Concern that there will be enough people to help with everything.

•

Pastor Burt indicated that there will still be YouTube availability of services for those not able to attend.

•

It is too quick to open on Sunday, June 7th. Much needs to be accomplished before that happens. Plans
needs to be in place before opening.

•

Continue to monitor cases within the county. What happens if there is a sharp increase?

•

Meghan is making signage for the doors.

(Continued on next page)

MINUTES FROM CHURCH LEADERSHIP MEETING
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
June 1, 2020
(Continued from previous page)
Following the discussion, Brett Budrow motioned to amend Rachel’s motion to open June 7th to June 14th. This
allows the church time to acquire disinfecting materials needed, have procedures written up and in place, and
to make the congregation aware of guidelines for reopening. John Stoffel seconded the amended motion. All
were in favor of the amended motion.
Sanitation plan: Glenn will head that committee. Its purpose is to acquire cleaning agents and equipment
needed. It will also develop procedures for the sanitizing of the church and the documentation needed to
support the church’s effort. A plan will need to be developed by this committee for acquiring volunteers to do
the actual cleaning.
Signage: Meghan’s group has developed a plan for entering and exiting the church, as well as entering and
exiting the sanctuary. Signs will be posted on the doors as well as throughout the church.
Children: The church welcomes all children to come to worship. The nursery will not be available. All
parents/guardians bringing a child to church are asked to keep the child with them throughout the service.
Parents should bring toys or snacks for a child if needed-none will be available at the church.
In addition:
•

Social distancing will be required during a service. Maximum of 50 can be in the sanctuary at one time.
Do not believe that will be an issue during the summer months. Hand sanitizer will be available.

•

Congregational singing is allowed

•

Full use of the big screens for worship, no bibles will be available.

•

No attendance pads or use of hymnals.

•

Individual communion cups have been ordered.

•

Offering plates will be placed at the back of the sanctuary at each door.

•

No coffee fellowship following worship at this time within the church.

•

No hand shaking of greeters or pastor

•

Burt will e-mail congregation. Mailings will be sent to those without e-mail.

•

Church spring clean-up day is Saturday. This day will also be used to prepare for the installation of the
carpet that will be installed as soon as possible. Pew covers will be removed as well.

John Stoffel motioned to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Connie Mueller, Church Clerk
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