Connections

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

August 2020
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our God
… your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS COMING!
The Sunday School Registration Form is now on our website!

♥ Visit: http://www.robertsucc.org/ministries/childrens-education/ to fill out the Sunday

School form!
♥ If you need an emailed version of the form, please contact Tiff in the office –
Secretary@robertsucc.org

♥ FIRST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL: SEPTEMBER 20TH
♥ REGISTRATIONS DUE: SEPTEMBER 13TH
Sunday school is right around the corner! I am so excited to be your child’s teacher again this
year! Registration is posted on our church website or available in paper copy at the church. Please
follow the link above for a digital copy or email Tiff in the office for a copy. I am looking forward
to seeing you all again this fall! ~Ms. Jennah
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I consider that the sufferings of this present time
are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us.
– Romans 8:18
From Scarcity to Abundance
In the twenty years I have been in authorized pastoral ministry there has been one constant in every
conversation I have had with parishioners regarding stewardship. It always starts with, “How are we going to
meet the budget this year?” From there it usually goes to talk of “How we can make cuts to the budget in
order to make it more attainable?” Rarely do I hear the question, “How have we positively impacted the world
around us?” Or, “How do we better let everyone know what good is coming out of the generosity people have
had in giving to the church?” There seems to be a mindset of Scarcity rather than that of Abundance. The bills
will always be there and so will the needs of those around us. Yet, our God has blessed us ABUNDANTLY! We
receive far more than we deserve from God both individually and as a church.
Currently here at Roberts Congregational UCC we have a group of people who are doing classwork on this very
idea. The class is called “Cultivating Generous Congregations” and this is one of the aspects it is asking us to
take a look at; moving from an attitude of Scarcity to Abundance. These four individuals (John Stoffel, Wanda
Hopkins, Glenn Hall, and Rachel Ackley) are about one third the way through the twelve week course, which is
helping us to take a look at our giving practices and ways in which to grow together as a congregation around
generous stewardship. Some of the results have been more than a little interesting thus far.
Today though I want to talk about this shift of mindsets from Scarcity to Abundance and how that fits in
theologically with our faith. I put a quote from Paul’s letter to the church at Rome above. In the passage he
asks us to make a very similar mind shift in our thoughts on God and the world we live in. He asks us to look
beyond our current circumstances and sufferings to the work God is doing in and around us for the future of
Creation. As he puts it, “…the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to
be revealed to us” (Rom 8:18). The change he is asking for is to look not to the things which seem so
overwhelming and scary, which are happening now, and to focus on the future product that the blessings we
are currently receiving will bring about.
Hope seems scarce, yet everyday stories are out there of how small blessings are bringing hope to others
(abundance) – if you will look for them. Love seems scarce, but many people are working on the frontlines of
our health and justice issues, showing sacrificial love to their neighbors (abundance) – if you look for it.
Positivity seems scarce, yet it is there in the stories of hope and love I just mentioned (abundance) – if you will
look for it. You will not find these stories prevalent in the news media or social media. They are not what is
feeding the money machine, so they are back page news at best. The powers that be want us to focus on the
negative, the fear, the hate, the SCARCITY! If we stay there, we stay dependent on worldly things. If, however,
we look for the ABUNDANCE God is working in the world our faith and dependence shifts from the sufferings
(scarcity) to the blessings (God’s abundance) being given through everyday people like you and me. We can
give from that abundance and help to foster people’s faith, hope, and love for the future God is bringing about
in Creation.
It will mean some sacrifice on our parts. It will mean a sacrifice of time; time to find the abundance
stories…time in consciously shifting our mindset from worldly things to faith things. It will mean a sacrifice of
talents; using our talents to talk and share the Gospel (the Good News) of God in our world today. It will also
mean having to move forward in faith that God is with us and working for the greater good of Creation despite
what may be happening in negative ways in the world as we know it. Moving from the idea that we can do
nothing because things are so scarce to counting all our blessings and giving back as abundantly as God is
giving to us. This is the true stewardship and mission God calls us all to.

The same is true when it comes to our stewardship in church. Honestly counting our blessings and taking
stock of what we are and can be doing in God’s world with them, becomes so important. To be as generous in
our giving as God is in giving to us. As we look at our abundance and stop focusing on our scarcity, how are
we doing in meeting our mission as a church? Let me show a small portion of what the group taking this
course has discovered about our budget spending.
Our mission statement is as follows:
Our mission at Roberts Congregation UCC is to
Connect with God,
as we Live by Faith,
are Known by Love,
and Cultivate Hope.
If we take those four categories, what the group has found out is our budget breaks out as follows:

This is where the money we give to the church goes to in meeting our own mission statement. This is only a
picture of what happens with the finances. It does not take into consideration the giving of time and talents,
which I am sure would look a bit different, but speaks volumes to the love and generosity this faith community
has. If nothing else this fosters in me, as a pastor, a sense of great joy and hope. Even more importantly, this is
working off the current mindset we have with meeting the budget that has always been there (scarcity), “How
are we going to meet this year’s budget?” Imagine what would happen if our mindset were to look at the
budget from a viewpoint of abundance. Dream and DREAM BIG!
What area(s) would you like to see grow? Where do you feel God calling you in this mission you have
covenanted with one another and God to join into? Are there any sacrifices you might make in the time,
talents, and money in your life (abundances) which you might feel called or willing to give in order to grow this
mission of ours? How might you find purpose in doing so and grow in your faith in the process?
In the world we live in today there is so much focus on the negative, the scarcity. God has a plan and a hope
for our future as a part of God’s Creation and blesses us abundantly in order to bring that plan to fruition. Just
look at the results above which God has brought about in us already. A generous God has given us abundant

blessings to make those results happen and they reach out into the world around us in many, many ways.
Where do you fit into those results? Where would you like to?
I for one am grateful and honored to have been called to serve alongside such a wonderful family of Christians,
and I look forward to seeing what God can do in and through all of us together in the future!
Yours in the Family of Christ,
Pastor Burt

Church Auction
5:30 Wednesday August 19th
If you’re tired of being cooped up and looking for some activity/tradition to continue, we are
planning to hold the annual church auction, with a few precautions. Sale will be held outside this year near
the east end fellowship door. Chairs and a limited amount of shade will be available, but you are
encouraged to bring your own.
You will be able to participate from your vehicle if you would feel more comfortable, by registering
by phone (715) 441-5942 from the parking lot. Bidding number will be brought out to you. We will reserve
a few parking spaces for vehicle bidders that will have a clear view of the proceedings.
We will not be serving food, but will have water, soda, and some prepackaged snacks available for
purchase in the fellowship hall, but it will be unstaffed and you will need exact change (everything will be
$1) or ask sale clerks to add to your purchases. Hand sanitizer will be available and encouraged. Social
distancing will need to be practiced.
Donated items can be dropped off in the fellowship hall any time prior to the auction. Please call
(715) 246-5239 to arrange donations that need special attention or assistance.

Are you hungry for scripture? Mark your calendars!
Bible Brunch and Rally Sunday

Sunday, September 13th, following church
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Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are
available upon request.
General Fund Financial Summary as of June 30, 2020

RUCC SCRIP PROGRAM

The SCRIP Program is still available. The process has not changed. Fill out your order forms, writing the
check to Roberts UCC SCRIP, and place it in the SCRIP Order box, as usual. Tiff is checking the box weekly
and notifying me when there are orders to place.
There are some cards available for immediate purchase:
Family Fresh - $50 – 2 cards
Family Fresh - $25 – 5 cards
County Market - $100 – 8 cards
Holiday Station - $25 – 1 card
If you wish to purchase from the inventory on hand, please fill out an order form and give it to Tiff or place
in the Office Admin mailbox. Include your check that is made out to Roberts UCC SCRIP.
Thank you to all who participate in this fundraiser.
~Dianne Loewel

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
July 2, 2020
Dawn Budrow (Moderator), Rachel Ackley (Deacons), John Stoffel (Trustees), Jennah Stoffel (Christian
Education), Pastor Burt Williams, and Connie Mueller (Church Clerk).
Meeting was called to order by Dawn at 6:00 P.M.
Opening devotion was led by Rachel.
Minutes: June minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by John to approve the minutes and seconded by
Rachel. Motion carried.
Reports
Women’s Fellowship: (written report submitted by Lori Jurek)
• Next meeting is August. Hope to meet in person.
•

Discussion to be held on renewing kitchen license. The fee is $433.00. Options to consider are the
license fee to be paid from the general fund since outside rental fees collected by the church are

deposited in that account OR request general fund to cover phone/internet expenses that the fellowship
has been covering until such time activities are held to provide income.

Christian Education:
• No Vacation Bible School this year. Planning to resume during the summer of 2021.
•
•
•

Purchased classroom set of Adventure Bibles for the Sunday School.

Bible Brunch and Rally Day: Sept. 13

First day of Sunday School: Sept. 20

Deacons:
• Deacons have not met since the last council meeting.
S.H.I.F.T: (written report submitted by Lori Jurek)
• Made and dropped off dinner for Grace Place in June.
•

Hoping to partner with Ain Dah Yung shelter in St. Paul to provide support to the Native American
youth/families they serve.

•

Received no response from Minneapolis UCC churches regarding service projects that could be
supported by S.H.I.F.T

Treasurer:
• Pastor Burt gave update on finances.
• See the report in the newsletter.

(Continued on next page)

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
July 2, 2020
(Continued from previous page)
Trustees:
• Did not have quorum at the meeting.
•

Researching possible way to have church auction.

Pastor:
• Cultivating Generous Congregation course has begun
•

Restructuring confirmation

Other Discussion:
• Continued research is being done on live streaming the Sunday morning service.
•

Request by Roberts Farmers Market group to use the parking lot on Wednesdays from 2 to 6. This is a
WIC approved and licensed farmers market. There will be no access to the building, and it will need to
be set up on the southeast part of the parking lot. Trustees will need to approve it yet.

Next Meeting: September 3rd (Due to number of people not able to attend August meeting, all reports are to
be e-mailed to Dawn and Connie. Connie will compile the reports and the reports will then be distributed by
August 7th. Meeting would have been August 6th)
Devotions: Jennah Stoffel
Rachel motioned to adjourn the meeting. John seconded the motion.
Respectfully submitted,
Connie Mueller, Church Clerk

Food Pantry Needs
Thank you to the community for all the support
received recently and any received in the coming
months! We appreciate everything that has been
collected and donated!
Due to the current situation with coronavirus,
the food pantry will continue with regular hours
of Tuesdays & Thursdays – 9-11:30am and Wednesdays
– 6:30-8pm.
However, until further notice, we are asking that
patrons remain in their vehicles. Someone will
visit the vehicle and we will do curbside delivery of your
pantry items.

Dorene Stoffel – 8/1
Donna Hadley – 8/6
Vi Dull – 8/7
Levi Johnson – 8/8
Jacque Nelson – 8/10
Connie Mueller – 8/11
Julie Nelson – 8/11
Dean Hansen – 8/12
Bernie McGaver – 8/12
Luke Budrow – 8/13
Stephanie Jansma – 8/13
Jean Johnson – 8/15
Sharon Johnson – 8/15
Wes Frederick – 8/16
Elijah Williams – 8/17
♥
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♥
♥
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♥

Al Bohl – 8/18
Deanna Gallati – 8/19
Tim Ronnander – 8/20
Glenn Hall – 8/21
Brenda Poulin – 8/22
Jaxson Sain – 8/22
Ben Segebrecht – 8/22
Beth Rogers – 8/23
Mary Fern – 8/24
John Weiss – 8/24
Alexia Anderson – 8/27
Nicole O’Connell – 8/28
Cody Ronnander – 8/29
Bill Schultz – 8/31

Dean & Glenda Hansen – 8/1 – 39 Years!
Jerry & Sheryl Johnson – 8/4 – 41 Years!
Tony & Angie Nelson – 8/4 – 19 Years!
Pete & Meghan Ament – 8/5 – 15 Years!
James & Sonya Jansma – 8/6 – 26 Years!
Walt & Donna Lamson – 8/8 – 67 Years!
Rusty & Connie Cox – 8/15 – 50 Years!
Bill & Judy Snoeyenbos – 8/17 – 52 Years!
Dennis & Mary Thorsen – 8/19 – 59 Years!
Jon & Erin Weiss – 8/19 – 14 Years!
Kyle & Krysta Hoyer – 8/19 – 3 Years!
Lowell & Sharon Johnson – 8/20 – 54 Years!
Mark & Mandy Clay – 8/23 – 40 Years!
Rick & Jo Fenstermaker – 8/24 – 7 Years!
Rick & Christie Risberg – 8/27 – 32 Years!
Dick & Pat Colbeth – 8/30 – 62 Years!

IMPORTANT UPDATE!

We are going away from using
ruccpastor@gmail.com and
ruccsecretary@gmail.com for Pastor Burt
and the office emails. To reach Pastor Burt,
please email him at pastor@robertsucc.org
and to reach Tiff in the office, please use
secretary@robertsucc.org.

As we continue to return to in person worship services, please remember the following:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*

Social Distancing and Health Safety Items
If you are sick, coughing, sneezing, or have a fever, please be respectful of the health of others and
stay home.
If you are uncomfortable attending in person currently, or at high risk of contracting COVID-19,
please stay home. Your health and the health of others is of great concern to us all.
Sit 6 feet apart from one another with an empty pew between you and the person ahead of you.
People in the same household may sit together without 6 feet between them.
No handshaking, hugs, etc.
Please enter using only the Main Front Doors and follow the signage that has been put up in the
building.
There will be no fellowship hour after service.
The Fellowship Hall and Nursery will be closed.
Worship Items
The YouTube services will be continuing for all who are unable to attend for any reason.
As always children are gladly welcomed in worship. All Social Distancing and Health Safety Items
apply to them as well. Parents are asked to keep the little ones with them during the service. Our
usual toy bags will not be available, so please bring things from home if they are needed.
Though we can do congregational singing, the words will be on the large screens as hymnals (and
Bibles) will not be available (bulletins and large print bulletins will still be available on entering).
We will start doing Communion again. We will have individually pre-packaged cups of juice and
wafers for this. There will be no passing of trays or Communion by Intinction.
Offering plates will be at the back of the church for collecting offering before and after service.
At the current time, and we do not expect this will be an issue, we will need to limit our numbers
for service to 50 people due to our seating capacity and social distancing.

We respect and honor your decision to be safe and make the right choice for you and your families. All
our members and friends are sacred to us and loved very much. We are doing the best we can to meet
the needs of our varied and diverse family! God bless you all!
~Your Leadership Team

Free Money from AmazonSmile for RUCC

This is a simple and automatic way for you to support Roberts Congregational
United Church of Christ every time you shop, at no cost to you!
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select Roberts Congregational
United Church of Christ to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin
shopping. They will remember your selection, and then every future eligible purchase you
make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.
To get started, visit www.smile.amazon.com and search for Roberts
Congregational United Church of Christ from their list of approved organizations. It is that
simple! Remember to use the SMILE site rather than the usual Amazon.com site each time
you make a purchase for a donation to be generated. If you have any questions, contact
Lori Jurek. **We have received $75.03 this quarter from AmazonSmile orders!!**
***As of June 1st, you can now access AmazonSmile from the Amazon App. To
activate AmazonSmile on your smart phone, click on your menu, click “settings”,
click “turn on AmazonSmile”.***

If you have placed someone on the prayer list, please
update us on how they are currently. If you would like to
add or remove someone, please contact Tiff in the office
at ruccsecretary@gmail.com or (715) 749-3225.

Those currently on the Prayer List:
Carol Moenke
Marge Wolske
Lisa Briess
Earl Pechuman
Mary Fredrick
LaVere Wolske
Amy Moshier
Marlys McGaver
Bernie McGaver
Todd Knochenmus
Evelyn Wood-Funkhouser
Ericka Evans Schweitzer
Spence Porter
 Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf
 Those serving on active Military duty.
 Those serving our state & community in Law Enforcement

MEET YOUR CHURCH LEADERS –
DAWN BUDROW
Dawn is currently the Church Moderator and the
Bell Choir director. Being a member of Roberts UCC
for 50+ years, she has served as the moderator
previously along with being part of the Board of
Deacons, Board of Christian Education and has
served on a few Search Committees when UCC was
looking to call a new minister. Dawn tells us that
her favorite Bible passage is Psalm 23. The songs
that speak to her heart are “Borning Cry”, because
she cries every time she hears it, and “You Have
Come Down to the Lakeshore”. If she was able to
have her dream job, Dawn says she would want a
job in music that pays well, or she’d like to be a
librarian.
Rev. Maggie Isaacson (Speich) will be retiring from pastoral
ministry on August 30, 2020.
She gives thanks for the formation for Christian life and
ministry she received while being a part of our congregation
as the Wednesday night Pastor in 1996 & 1997 while she was
in seminary.
If you would like additional information about the
celebration, please contact her daughter, Sarah Hill at
715-410-4315.
You may mail cards to Pastor Maggie at:
Maggie Isaacson
921 E. 3rd Ave
Luck, WI 54853
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Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday: 9am – 11:30am
Wednesday: 6:30pm – 8pm
****See article in Newsletter for more information!****

