
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connections 
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ   

      October 2020 

Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.  
Scripture basis:  We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our God 
… your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 (1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3) 

 Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ 
 1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023 
 Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC 
 Pastor: pastor@robertsucc.org  | Office: secretary@robertsucc.org  

Website: http://www.robertsucc.org  

For Heaven’s Sake, Let’s Play BINGO 
CANCELLED 

 
 

For Heaven’s Sake, Let’s Play BINGO has been cancelled for this year. We 
hope to be back bigger and stronger next year with the BINGO event! 

 
Roberts Lions Club – Chicken Dinner On-the-Go 

October 10, 2020 
 $14 per Meal 

*1/2 Chicken *Baked Potato with Butter & Sour Cream 
*Cole Slaw  *Cookie *Water or Soda 
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Swords Down!  Eyes Up! 
By Tara Venable 

My wife shared this with me on Facebook.  Tara is a Pastor’s Wife 
and part of one of the many pastor’s wives group my wife is a part of. 

She is from New Life Baptist Church in Arkansas and has stated quite eloquently 
what I have been thinking about and trying to figure out how to say. 

Therefore, I share this with you with her permission 
as I think she has done a fabulous job expressing what many of us are feeling. 

 
Heavy on my heart. What keeps playing in my mind over and over: Why has 2020 caused so much 

division? In homes? In churches? In the world?  
So much division. So much sword-raising, fighting, arms-up arguing.  
It has felt so heavy to me, especially among those who claim Christ. Honestly, it has been gut-

wrenching - to watch the posts and the words and the arguments.  
It makes me think of Peter. He is so relatable to us...but that’s not always good. Especially when we 

mirror his actions over the actions of Christ. I’m reminded of Peter at the end of Jesus’ life, at His betrayal, when 
Judas and the guards come to seize Jesus - the first step in Christ’s walk to the cross. Something that had to 
happen - for Peter, for me, for you, for the world. Salvation.  

It had to be hard for Peter: watching them come after Jesus with torches and swords, watching them 
come after God Himself. So, he does what all of us are inclined to do: Peter raises his sword. He attacks. He cuts 
off the ear of Malchus, one of the guards. Because fighting and sword-raising sometimes seem like the right 
thing to do - it’s defense. It’s standing up. It’s taking action. Peter is defending Jesus...or so he thinks.  
But, Jesus. He restores the ear; He heals.  

Jesus knows that the good that is to come requires the hard road to the Cross. And fighting others 
during the hard, raising our swords and fighting for what we think is right - instead of for what God says is 
right - is wrong and contrary to how Jesus showed us how to live. Jesus knew His time had come and although 
He no doubt knew He was walking headfirst into the hardest moments of His life, He did not refuse to walk in 
the hard. The Bible tells us He endured it - for the joy set before Him.  

Friends, 2020 is hard. But we cannot refuse to walk in it. To live in it with grace and compassion and 
love and peace. We can mourn it, feel it, hurt in it, and “wish it could be another way” in it. Jesus asked God if 
the cup could be taken from Him. But we cannot refuse it. For often times, the hard way is the way that brings 
us to repentance, the way that leads to the narrow, the way that produces living fruit. The way that sanctifies us. 
The way that saves us. The way that saves others.  

We have to put down our swords here. We have to quit fighting. We have to emulate Christ. Healing. 
Restoring. Seeking forgiveness for the very ones that have wronged us, while they are wronging us.  

What makes something hard, anyway?  
Hard is hard because it is: Unknown, Unfamiliar, Uncertain, Unreliable, Unfair.  
If those words do not sum up 2020, I don’t know what will.  
But Jesus has Undone all of these. He has made Himself known. He is a familiar friend. He is certain. He 

is reliable. He is fair - forgiveness for all.  
Can we please, please put down our swords? Can our goal be healing and restoration with one another?  
God knows we are walking through 2020. Jesus knew He was walking to Calvary, leaving His disciples to 

carry His message - and here is what He said in John 17, just before His betrayal in John 18: 
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may 

all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as 



we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may 
be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation 
of the world. O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that 
you have sent me. I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with 
which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”” –  26-17:20 John  

As those who believe in Him through the Word of the early disciples, we have to be one, to be unified. 
Political parties, opinions, pandemics - these things should have no power to divide the people of God and if 
we are making arguments that are divisive, we must recognize the error in that. Satan would have no greater 
feat than to divide the people of God, to divide those of us whom Jesus prayed would be perfectly one.  
My husband has taught me this (among many other things): There are hills worth dying on and there are hills 
not even worth climbing. And, friends, truly - the only hill worth dying on is the very true hill that Jesus climbed 
to His own death. The hill of the gospel. The hill of dying to yourself so that Christ may reign, and others may 
live and know Him. The hill that puts others before yourself in a way that is loving and sacrificial.... and... well, 
hard.  

Let’s put down our swords. Let’s seek to be one. Let’s not refuse the hard.  
This does not mean you cannot have an opinion. But if your opinion is divisive, if it calls others out in a 

way that is unloving, if it is the sword of your own defense or opinion instead of the very real sword of God’s 
Word, then we have to be slow to speak. Please hear that this does not imply there are not things worth 
fighting for but be sure that those things are Gospel-centered. Not politically centered. Not man centered. Not 
self-centered.  

Jesus did not fight for Himself. He did not fight for His own way, His own rights. Jesus fought for 
people, for souls, for the lost, broken, outcast, sin-ridden people; for the sick that He came to save. For the 
glory of God. Remember Paul? Imprisoned? That was hard. But he didn’t fight it or refuse it - he walked it well 
and it led to freedom for himself and salvation for others.  

How we walk through the hard of 2020 as believers is really important. Let’s walk as Jesus did. Swords 
down. Eyes up. 

 
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,  

plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 
—Jeremiah 29:11 

 
One of the questions I field a lot as of late is, “Do you think this is God’s plan for us?”  I wish I had a good 

answer for that one.  I am not entirely sure what we are to be learning from all this craziness.  The only thing I 
am sure of is it is here, and we have to live through it like it or not.  Yet, I find the above passage comforting in 
the fact that God has a plan, I just may not be able to fully see where it is going.  And the passage above clearly 
states that the plan is for our welfare and not our harm and to give us a future with hope.  So all that being said, 
I will continue to move forward as best I am able and take time each day to count the ways in which God has 
moved in my life and the lives of those around me.  It is a great way to not focus on the craziness and also realize 
God is still present and working in the lives of each of us. 

I like the plan theme though, as I sit here writing this article.  What are our plans?  Do we have a plan?  Are 
we looking ahead to see where things may be headed and adjusting accordingly as we get small glimpses of 
what God is up to?  It is not enough to simply exist.  Most of us make plans of some sort.  The one I am going to 
focus on at the moment is budgeting.  Many of us have budgets and do our best to try to stay within them.  We 
budget for how much we will spend on groceries, housing, utilities, medical bills, transportation, entertainment, 
retirement, and the list can go on and on.  I have a question though.  Do you budget for what you are going to 
give?  How do you figure out what you are going to give back to God?  Is it generously out of the abundance 
God has blessed you with?  Is it the last line item of the budget and a portion of what is left after everything else 
is what you are going to give?  Somewhere between those two extremes? 



God calls us to give back out of our first, choice fruits (Proverbs 3:9-10, Ezekiel 44:30; Deuteronomy 26:2-4, 
and many other places).  We are to give back a portion from the best of what we have received and worked for.  
If we are going to do this though, it is going to take some planning on our part.  It is going to mean giving more 
than a little thought to how we are going to do this.  I wonder what would happen if we were to make our giving 
the first line item of our budget and adjusted the rest of how we are living to fit in with that?  Is that even possible 
for most of us? 

It is exactly what God calls us to do, but it seems so hard.  How much have we received though?  Even in our 
service God blesses us.  We find hope, love, purpose, identity.  So, the idea of giving back and making it a first 
priority is a practice that may just bring more of those things as well.  Rarely have I found something God has 
asked of me to be more of a hardship than I can handle and often it has become a greater blessing than I 
deserved.  What I find more interesting are some of the things I have learned as all this craziness around us has 
been happening.  In a very short period of time, we have had to reprioritize, change habits, and find new ways 
of being.  Some of the things I have experienced and seen are as follows.  There haven’t been as many things for 
people to go and do.  They have had to learn to have fun and spend time together as family.  They are saving 
money that just a few short months ago they would have not been able to see how they could.  They have taken 
the time to declutter their lives of “things” which have just been laying around.  There is a new appreciation for 
those who have careers in taking care of and teaching children.  Short supplies of things have got us planning 
ahead and watching our consumption.  All these things were once high on our lists of reasons we were not able 
to get by on what we had in time and money we had and still be able to give like we would “like” to. 

If we can make those shifts and God has given us a path to do it, then maybe we can make the shift of 
thought to making a plan for ourselves to be more disciplined in our giving as well.  Maybe we can move that 
giving line item from the last on the sheet to the first.  Budget from there rather than letting everything else tell 
us what we are able to give.  Will it take making some sacrifices?  Probably.  Yet, I am not sure they will seem as 
large after the times we have been going through.  Even so, God has a funny way of making those sacrifices all 
worth it in the end. 

As we look back over the last couple of months of newsletter articles, you will find we have been working 
towards this.  Go back two months and look at the information given in the narrative budget I showed you.  
Where does your passion lay in our mission as a congregation?  Connecting with God?  Living by faith?  Being 
known by love?  Cultivating hope?  Think about how much what you have given has gone to support and grow 
these missions.  How much good what you given has done.  Now think about how much more could be done if 
we were intentional about our planning and giving in these times.  God is still at work.  God is still planning.  God 
is still blessing.  God is still very much alive and well in each of our lives.  If we are going to be God’s people, 
doesn’t it only make sense we do the same as examples of God’s faith, hope, and love in the world. 

We are definitely in some different times right now.  Yet, God has a plan.  We may not see it, but it is there.  
It is a plan to prosper us and not harm us.  It is a plan full of hope!  May it is time we start looking at what God 
is doing in our lives daily and responding with plans and actions of our own.  Imagine how much change we 
could bring about in the world by simply sharing in the abundant gifts God is blessing us with even in these hard 
times.  Imagine what God could do with them in and through us.  Imagine what that future of hope may look 
like and make the commitment to be a part of it! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Burt 

 
 

 
  



 
 
 
 
  

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are 
available upon request.  

General Fund Financial Summary as of August 31, 2020 
 

 
 

RUCC SCRIP PROGRAM 
The SCRIP Program is still available. The process has not changed. Fill out your order forms, writing the check to 
Roberts UCC SCRIP, and place it in the SCRIP Order box, as usual. Tiff is checking the box weekly and notifying me 
when there are orders to place.  
 
There are some cards available for immediate purchase: 

4 - $100 County Market   5 - $25 Family Fresh  1 - $25 Holiday 
 
If you wish to purchase from the inventory on hand, please fill out an order form and give it to Tiff or place in the Office 
Admin mailbox. Include your check that is made out to Roberts UCC SCRIP.  
 
Thank you to all who participate in this fundraiser.  
 
~Dianne Loewel 

IMPORTANT UPDATE! 
As of October 1, 2020, the Gmail accounts for Pastor 

Burt and the office emails will no longer be used!  To reach 
Pastor Burt, please email him at pastor@robertsucc.org and 
to reach Tiff in the office, please use 
secretary@robertsucc.org.  
 
 

mailto:pastor@robertsucc.org
mailto:secretary@robertsucc.org


 

 
 
 
Dawn Budrow (Moderator), Laura Logas (Deacons), John Stoffel (Trustees), Jennah Stoffel (Christian Education), Pastor Burt 
Williams, and Connie Mueller (Church Clerk). 
 
Meeting was called to order by Dawn at 6:00pm 

Opening devotion was led by Pastor Burt. 

Minutes: July minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Jennah to approve the minutes and seconded by Laura. Motion 
carried. 

 
Reports 
 
Women’s Fellowship:  

• Did not meet in August or September 
• Fall Rummage Sale: September 18 & 19 

 
Christian Education 

• Bible Brunch and Rally Day:  postponed until spring 
• First day of Sunday School:  Sept. 20 
• Discussed fundraising activities:  possibility of a Read-a-thon of favorite Bible passages 
• Discussed Christmas program  
 

Deacons 
• Discussed services while Pastor Burt is on vacation. 

 
S.H.I.F.T  

• Coordinated and provided dinner for Grace Place on August 20. 
• Next meeting September 14. 

 
Treasurer:  

• Pastor Burt gave update on finances. 
• See the report in the newsletter. 

 
Trustees:  

• Fixed the blinds in the sanctuary 
• Updating Trustees section of the constitution. 

 
Pastor: 

• Cultivating Generous Congregations course has completed 
• Seeking ideas for the fall Stewardship Sunday campaign 
• On vacation from September 14th to the 27th. 

 
 
(Continued on next page) 

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

September 3, 2020 



 
  

October 21, 2020 
Happy 103rd Birthday, 

 Lois Hall!  
~Roberts UCC Members  

& Staff 

 
 
 
(Continued from previous page) 
 
Other Discussion: 

• Let’s Play Bingo has been postponed 
 
Next Meeting:  October 1  
 
Devotions:  Dawn Budrow 
 
Meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Connie Mueller, Church Clerk 

 
 

Food Pantry Needs 
 Pancake Mixes 

 Syrup for Pancakes 
 Pudding 
 Ketchup 
 Jellies 

 
The Food Pantry is continuing to serve the community with regular 
hours. Car-side service will continue until further notice.  
 
Thank you to all who have donated and those that continue to donate!  

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

September 3, 2020 



 
 
 
  

Wanda Hopkins – 10/1 Hayley Henley – 10/15 
Steve Nelson – 10/4  Carrie Fisher – 10/21 
Jerry Mueller – 10/5  Lois Hall – 10/21 
Maggie Olson – 10/6  Allyson Nelson – 10/21 
Kate Kapaun – 10/9  Brent Ackley – 10/22 
Gordon Gallati – 10/10 Donna Ray – 10/24 
Dennis Thorsen – 10/11 Darrell Nelson – 10/26 
Lydia Weiss – 10/11  John Stoffel – 10/26 
Tori Williams – 10/12  Sheryl Budrow – 10/29 
Camille Budrow – 10/14 Kamaria Stone – 10/29 
Bentley Muller- 10/14  Laura Hahr – 10/30 

♥ Terry & Carol Dull – 10/3 – 39 Years! 
♥ Brent & Rachel Ackley – 10/10 – 27 Years! 
♥ Jeff & Barb Haas – 10/14 – 31 Years! 
♥ Brett & Dawn Budrow – 10/24 – 33 Years! 

Fall Rummage Sale Update 
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped make our fall 

rummage sale a huge success!  We took in $887.70 before 
expenses.    Because of Covid 19 we did not serve lunch this year. 

A special thank you to all our dedicated workers.  To 
everyone who contributed items to sell, and to all who came 
shopping.  This event couldn’t happen without all of you.   A 

special thank you to the men who helped make it easier for us 
with set up and take down; Tony Jurek, Dennis Thorsen and Bill 

Snoeyenbos.  A special thank you to Tony for being our bouncer 
and making sure that only 20 people, with masks, could enter at 

one time. 
The left-over items were delivered to Goodwill, Treasurers of the 

Heart and Burkwood Residential Center in Burkhart, WI. 
See you in the spring! 

 



 
 

  

Carol Moenke  Lisa Briess  Earl Pechuman  Mary Fredrick  Joann Libby 
LaVere Wolske  Amy Moshier  Marlys McGaver Bernie McGaver Todd Knochenmus 
Evelyn Wood-Funkhouser Ericka Evans Schweitzer Spence Porter  Brian Willie Joann Libby 
Bobbie Kuhnke The Family & Friends of Marge Wolske 
 
 Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf  
 Those serving on active Military duty. 
 Those serving our state & community in Law Enforcement 

 

MEET YOUR CHURCH LEADERS – 
JOHN STOFFEL 

 
John has been a member of UCC since December 2018 
and serves on the Board of Trustees as the current 
Chairman. He is recently retired as an engineer but says 
that his dream job is retirement. If John could have a 
superpower, he says he would like the power of healing. 
When asked where he has seen God at work in his life, 
John says, “I have never seen God at work. I have come 
to understand that we can only try to recognize the 
results of His work, which is around us constantly, 
should we stop to ponder on what we see.” John’s 
favorite Bible verse is 2 Timothy 4:3-4, “For the time is 
coming when people will not put up with sound 
doctrine, but have itching ears, they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will 
turn away from listening to the truth and wander away 
to myths.” 

If you have placed someone on the prayer list, please 
update us on how they are currently. If you would like to 
add or remove someone, please contact Tiff in the office 

at ruccsecretary@gmail.com or (715) 749-3225. 

Those currently on the Prayer List: 

mailto:ruccsecretary@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 

  2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Food Pantry Hours: 

Tuesday & Thursday:  
9am – 11:30am 

 
Wednesday: 6:30pm – 8pm  

 
****See article in Newsletter for more 

information!**** 

1  
3pm Women’s 
Fellowship 
 
6pm Council 
Meeting 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
10am Worship with 
Holy Communion 

5  
 

6  
6:30pm Deacon’s 
Meeting 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
4-8pm Lion’s Club 
Chicken Dinner On-
the-Go 
 

11  
SCRIP Due 
 
10am Worship  

12  
6:30pm SHIFT! @ 
UCC 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
6pm Christian 
Education Meeting 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
10am Worship 
 
11am PPRC 

19  
 

20  
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
 
6pm Trustees 
Meeting 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
SCRIP Due 
 
10am Worship 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31 HALLOWEEN 

 
 

 


