Connections

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

November 2020
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our God
… your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Trunk-or-Treat
Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
there will not be Trunk-or-Treat this year.
We hope to have it back next year.

Advent Boxes
Coming for Advent this year are Advent Boxes
and Children’s Bags! These are designed with
the intention of bringing families closer together
and all of us closer together during this time
when we cannot gather together for our usual
Advent Traditions.
The Advent Boxes will include 5 votive candles with
glass holders, an advent wreath that the candles can sit around, an
ornament, daily Advent devotional, a few other items, and some Advent
activities. There will also be an activity bag for children, too. These items
are going to be incorporated in our in-person and online worship services.
These boxes will be ready by November 22nd. To offset the cost of these
boxes, we are charging $10 per box. That cost includes up to 3 children’s
activity bags. Any children’s activity bag after the first 3 will be $1 each.
The Deacons will be calling each household to gather orders soon.
Thank You for your help making this outreach possible!

Christmas Clothesline
St. Croix County has provided us with the wish list of about 10 individuals
in need. The Clothesline will be emailed out to members. Due to COVID-19,
gift cards may be the best and easiest idea. There will be more information
to follow. Please contact Nancy Kirouac at (715) 749-3260 (home) or
(651) 269-6103 (cell) with any questions.
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Stewardship
Each of you must give as you have made up your mind,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
—2 Corinthians 9:7
That time of year has once again come when we start to look our annual Stewardship Drive. It has been
a crazy year to say the least and I want to thank everyone for their generosity and helping us to keep things
afloat financially here at Roberts UCC. The good news is we are sitting ok, especially given our inability to meet
in person and hold our usual fundraisers. We are still in need of your help this year. As our biggest season of
given tends to be November and December we are hoping people’s hearts will be as large and giving as they
have been in the past. I know God is at work among us even while we are apart and trust fully that in this
upcoming season of Joy that the Spirit of God will fill your hearts and lives with joy and peace in new and
wonderful ways.
I wanted to take some time this month to talk about Stewardship and share in some of the joy I have
seen and found in it. Stewardship is one of the great gifts God has given us. The practice itself is about being
good “Stewards” of the gifts God has given us; to manage what God has blessed us with. The first thing to
remember is what we have is not specifically ours, but gifts we have been given by God. We are always
thankful for the gifts we have been given. The question becomes what will we do with those gifts? As a pastor,
I am blessed by the gifts you share with the church and am often in a position to be a steward of those gifts. In
and of itself that is a blessing I take very seriously and a job I take on with great joy. By the end of this I will
share a story of how all of this works together. For now, though, it will suffice just to know that Stewardship is
the managing and looking after the gifts we have received.
Stewardship and Cheerful Giving
The way I tried to teach this to my two oldest children was to take them out at Christmas time. We
would go to Wal-Mart and I would by $100 worth of gift cards. The cards were then given to the kids with the
instruction that these gifts they were getting were to be used to help others. Then I would send them out to
watch people and when they saw someone whom they thought looked like they needed a gift, they were to go
up and give a card to them and tell them to use it for whatever they needed. They did nothing to deserve the
gift. I did not follow them around to see if they did what I instructed them to. They easily could have pocketed
the cards and used them later. The interesting part is I could always tell they had given them away. How? By
the joy they had as we left. It is a marvelous side effect of being a good steward. We find joy in it. I have often
thought about that same thing when it comes to God’s commands to be good stewards of the gifts we have
received. God doesn’t micromanage us or constantly sit waiting to see what we are doing with the gifts we
have; it will show in the amount of joy we have in our hearts.
So, the first thing we need to do is to change our perspective on what we have. If we quit taking
ownership of everything we are given and realize they are gifts to be used, it becomes much easier to give
them away. That is why it was easier for the kids to give away the cards. They never looked at them as being
theirs to begin with. In return, their joy was much greater, because they did not count the giving of the cards
as a loss. Instead, they were able to see the joy the gift brought the person receiving the gift and their joy was
amplified. So, if we look at our Scripture above, we begin to see why it is “God loves a cheerful giver.” The
cheerful giver has figured it out. They never owned the gift to start with. It was not earned but given by grace
to start with. Therefore, there was not reluctance or a sense of this being something the cheerful giver “had to
do” (under compulsion).

Stewardship of My Own Gifts Doesn’t Do Much
So many of the needs people have far outweigh what we are able to do on our own. We have gifts we
are able to share, but typically not enough to meet the full needs others have. God asks for a portion of the
blessings we receive in order to help others. Those blessings are also intended to meet our needs as well. So
there is always the need to make up our minds as to what our needs are and how much we are able to give.
God doesn’t intend for us to suffer in order to give back our portion. Instead we must take an honest inventory
of what we truly need and then give what we are able. It is not meant to be a burden or make us feel reluctant
to give. If that is the case though, what good can my meager gifts do.
This is one of the reasons we give to the church. Each of those small gifts added together allow us to
collectively meet the needs of others on a much bigger scale. I am reminded of the story of the feeding of the
5,000 here. There is absolutely no way in which 5 loaves and 2 fish should have fed all those people much less
having 12 baskets full of leftovers at the end. I believe it was the miracle of God’s inspiration and Spirit moving
amongst the people which provided this. Those who had food with them shared what they had in order that
all could eat and when everyone was full what was left over was greater than what had been started with. We
saw this last year with our “Match Game” drive. Initially, several donors agreed to match up to $7,500.00 of
what people gave. Many weren’t sure we would even be able to raise enough to meet the $7,500.00. In the
end we met the goal and exceeded it by $8,258.00 to bring us to a total raised of $23,258.00 to meet our
annual budget. Everyone gave what they were able. No one was told they had to give more. There was much
joy and a good time had by all who participated. And the money raised helped with the ministries we do at the
church allowing us together to meet much greater needs than we could have separately. Each person’s
donation, no matter the size, helped us to get there.
My Stewardship to the Church Just Seems to Go to Pay the Bills
Stewardship and giving to the church doesn’t feel the same as what I just described though, does it?
When I give to the church it goes to pay the pastor, keep the lights and heat on, pay for the insurances and
maintenance of the building and grounds, and pay for programming and missions. A majority of what is given
goes to pay for things which do not seem very joyful or helpful for others. It is not like that money goes
directly to someone to help with food or shelter or fixing something in their lives. This is how it seems.
However, if you remember back a couple of months, I broke this down differently using our mission statement
in what I referred to as a Narrative Budget. It takes the expenses we have and divides them categorically
around our Mission Statement (Our mission statement reads: “Our Mission is to Connect with God, as we Live
by Faith, are Known by Love, and Cultivate Hope”). In this way we are able to see what our donations to the
church are actually doing other than just keeping the lights on. The results were as follows:
Connect with God
Live by Faith
Known by Love
Cultivate Hope

$69,119.07
$49,199.92
$33,613.03
$83,829.73

29%
21%
14%
36%

By taking the various expenses of our budget and dividing them up into these categories we are able to
see how the money we give which pays bills the bills also contributes to meeting our mission statement. For
instance, we figured that in the category of Cultivate Hope broken down in percentages of our expense
categories in the budget was as follows: Worship Expense (25%), Mission/Outreach Expense (25%), Pastoral
Leadership Expense (40%), Administrative Expense (25%), Fundraising Expense (50%), Building/Maintenance
Expense (30%). In other words 30% of what we spend on building and maintenance contributes to the ways in
which we cultivate hope by providing space for worship, counseling, community events, fellowship events,
housing the food pantry, meetings, missions projects, programs, and the like. The same is true for our other
expenses. So although, yes, much of what is given to the church goes to cover expenses. The work that
covering those expenses allows though does great things in our community and surrounding world. What we

give to the church goes for so much more than just paying bills. Think of all the people who are touched by
God’s love in any given year because this place is here for people to come to and use.
The Real Story
Over the last year alone, just in what your support to this church has allowed, we have touched
hundreds of people’s lives. The story I want to share started over a year ago when I received a call here from a
gentleman named James Smith. A person many of you have heard me speak of before. He was the one whose
car had broken down and he called me from the Flying J asking for assistance with a place to stay. Your
generosity provided this office and phone which brought that call in. James had brought his aunt from Illinois
to visit his ailing mother for the last time. His car broke down and the repairs were taking longer and costing
more than had been anticipated. Because of this job I not only got to meet him and his aunt, but I had the
means by which to help him with the repairs and for my family and I to have dinner with him and his aunt while
the repairs were finished. We were able to get him back on the road that day, which allowed him to get to
work on time and keep his job. Simple story. It was sweet and a joy for my family and me.
Here is what has happened since which is the truly inspirational part. James and I share a common life
experience and affliction in addiction. We have shared much of our stories with one another since and grown
to be friends. A month after helping him James and his wife Darice were coming to Sunday service here to
show their gratitude and speak with all of you, when he got the call that his mother had passed. He wasn’t
able to make it in person but sent a letter which has since been read in church. I was able to attend that
funeral and be there to show my support. Just recently James and his wife came to visit, while I was on
vacation. We shared a meal again and he told me of what the incident a year ago had inspired him to do. He
had long been thinking about starting a ministry of transitional housing for those who were in need, especially
with drug and alcohol problems. Our discussions around our addictions and journeys fueled that fire further.
In the end though, it had to do with what I said when I had helped him that first day. When he was short on
the repair bill, I helped to pay the difference. He immediately started to calculate how much he could afford
from his paycheck and told me how he was going to pay it back. I simply told him not to worry about it and to
pay it forward to someone else when he had the chance. The difference in what he had to what the bill was a
chunk of change, but not a lot in the long scheme of things.
His response was to give back in the best way he could think of in order to honor God and me…to
those people who had addiction issues. He started working on the transitional housing project shortly
thereafter. In that time he has been able to set up a non-profit ministry, get investors to help with the project,
purchase a building which they will be renovating into the transitional housing, and I just found out last week
they were blessed enough to be able to purchase a duplex next to the building they are going to use for the
main ministry for additional housing and another stage to the transition. What he is giving back far outweighs
what I was able to do for him. What is more exciting is the way in which this investment on his part will
continue to grow as they begin serving those in need. The rewards will continue on exponentially. None of
this is a way of bragging. It is a way in which to show how what our giving does in real world terms.
If it had not been for your generosity in giving to keep this building here and me employed, none of
this would have happened. I would never had met James. I would never have had the chance to help with the
little bit I could have. I would not have gained this friend and brother in Christ. This ministry would not have
started. I would not have the Joy in sharing all of this with you. Why give? What is the point? The point is our
God can take even the smallest of gifts and create immense joy which ripples out in amazing ways! So please,
watch for your stewardship letter and pledge card. Give thought and prayer and make your commitment to
God. Pledge and help us continue ministries just like this! Then on November 22nd, help us celebrate all that
God is doing through this congregation, because this is but one small story in all the work God is doing in and
through us!
Peace to you all!
Pastor Burt

Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are
available upon request.
General Fund Financial Summary as of September 30, 2020

RUCC SCRIP PROGRAM
SCRIP orders are very low right now. The few orders we receive do not earn enough rebate
for the shipping charges we incur. Some members of our congregation have found
ordering reloadable cards that incur a shipping charge when it is sent directly to their homes, but
no further charges after that initial card delivery, is easiest.
I would like to encourage members of the congregation to create a SCRIP account and order
reloadable gift cards from SCRIP. If you sign up with our church ID, we still receive a rebate for your
purchases. You will have to pay the shipping cost for the first card, but then you can log on and
reload dollars to the existing card. When you reload your card, the church still gets the rebate. If
you would like instructions on how to create an account or a list of the cards that are reloadable,
please let Tiff know and she will get you the information.
In the meantime, our inventory of gift cards will now be held strictly to County Market (as of
Friday, 10/23). I will not be holding any other inventory. If you would still like to order through the
church, I am happy to still do so. SCRIP is only shipping twice a week now, so there may be a few
days delay in getting the cards.
Cards currently in stock are:
7 – $100 County Market
~Dianne Loewel

5 - $25 Family Fresh

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
October 1, 2020
Dawn Budrow (Moderator), Rachel Ackley (Deacons), Jennah Stoffel (Christian Education), Margie Ricci (Financial report),
Pastor Burt Williams, and Connie Mueller (Church Clerk).
Meeting was called to order by Dawn at 6:00pm
Opening devotion was led by Dawn.
Minutes: September minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Margie to approve the minutes and seconded by Rachel.

Motion carried.
Reports

Women’s Fellowship: (written report submitted by Lori Jurek)
• Did not meet in October
•

Held the Fall Rummage sale on Sept. 18 and 19. It was successful and ran smoothly. Planning to hold another in

the spring.

Christian Education:
•

First day of Sunday School was Sept. 20. At this time, there have been no registrations or participation. Sunday
School continues to be offered at this time.

•
•

Optional programming may need to be explored.

Discussed participation in future Christmas programs that may require two Sundays of attendance per month

during October, November, and December. This requirement is to assure adequate preparation for the program.
Deacons:
•

Nominating Committee: For this year, it has been proposed that all board members serve an additional year in
their term.

•

Rachel discussed the need to make exterior of church more reflect worship opportunities and the welcoming of all,
including our children, to the church. This would include fencing off the pond, moving the play equipment, and
creating an outdoor worship area, with the three large crosses, that is visible from the road.

•
•

Plans are being made to Live Stream the November 22nd service, Stewardship Sunday.
Continued review of Constitution

S.H.I.F.T: (written report submitted by Lori Jurek)
•
•

Did not meet in September

Will meet October 12 at the church to discuss the Grace Place dinner that will be provided on October 15.

Treasurer:
•

See the report in the newsletter.

(Continued on next page)

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
October 1, 2020
(Continued from previous page)
Trustees: (update by Pastor Burt)
• Someone is coming to repair the leak in the roof. The leak is in the nursery area.
• Locks have been adjusted and the blind has been repaired.
Pastor:
• Confirmation: Classes will meet on alternate Wednesday evenings. Date for confirmation is tentatively Pentecost
Sunday.
• Exploring opportunities for Advent worship. Ways to reach out to all members during this time of apprehension of
attending live services. This includes creating a surprise box for families to purchase that would assist in the daily
observation of Advent at home.
• Discussion regarding Trunk or Treat. General consensus was to contact those who participated in the past and
then make a determination.
• James Smith, an acquaintance of Pastor Burt’s, has opened a facility in Illinois to assist in meeting the needs of the
homeless, the recovering addicted, and the recently released from prison. Pastor Burt is exploring a potential
outreach program to assist this program.
Other Discussion:
• Connie requested the ability to access Church Windows for the purpose of maintaining accurate clerk records.
Next Meeting: November 5
Devotions: Rachel Ackley
Meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Connie Mueller, Church Clerk

Food Pantry Needs
 Pancake Mixes
 Syrup for Pancakes
 Pudding
 Jellies
 Personal Hygiene Items
The Food Pantry is continuing to serve the community with regular
hours. Car-side service will continue until further notice.
Thank you to all who have donated and those that continue to donate!

Missy Gooding – 11/2
Jean Lindus – 11/2
Connie Cox – 11/9
Brianna Rolling – 11/12
Ashley Stone – 11/12
Jane Bond – 11/14
Leroy Lindquist – 11/14

Suzie Lange – 11/17
Krysta Hoyer – 11/18
Brett Budrow – 11/26
Joe Schultz – 11/26
Tracy Ronnander – 11/28
Megan Frye – 11/29
Lori Jurek – 11/30

♥ No Anniversaries this month.

Help Wanted!

As many of you know, we have been working extremely hard to find ways of bringing everyone
back together again. One of those ways is to start live streaming our services. Our goal in this is to
help everyone feel involved in the service, even when you are not physically here with us. We have
gotten close and the time has come to find some people that are interested in helping out. The
need is simple really, we are looking for anyone interested in running the camera, running a
computer, or running sound. No experience is necessary as all training will be provided. Pastor Burt
has been talking lately about being called, I am asking all of you to prayerfully give this some
consideration and then let the deacons, Pastor Burt, or Tiff in the office know if you are feeling
called to help us out. We are looking for enough people to step forward so that nobody has to feel
overwhelmed. Ideally, we would like to have multiple groups of 2-3 people so that no one has to
commit to every Sunday.

Church Fall Clean-Up
November 8th after Worship

If you have placed someone on the prayer list, please
update us on how they are currently. If you would like to
add or remove someone, please contact Tiff in the office
at ruccsecretary@gmail.com or (715) 749-3225.

Those currently on the Prayer List:
Carol Moenke
Lisa Briess
Earl Pechuman
Mary Fredrick
Joann Libby
LaVere Wolske
Amy Moshier
Marlys McGaver
Bernie McGaver
Todd Knochenmus
Evelyn Wood-Funkhouser
Ericka Evans Schweitzer
Spence Porter
Brian Willie
Joann Libby
Bobbie Kuhnke
The Family & Friends of Jim Moenke




Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf
Those serving on active Military duty.
Those serving our state & community in Law Enforcement

MEET YOUR CHURCH LEADERS –
LAURA LOGAS

Laura has been a member of Roberts UCC for 36
years and currently serves on the Board of
Deacons. She said she was drawn to serving as a
Deacon because it is the only board she had not
served on. Laura sees God at work in her life
through the blessing of her family and friends. She
says the church family and sermons are her favorite
part of church and “Amazing Grace” is her favorite
hymn. Outside of church, Laura is an Accounting
Assistant, but retirement and volunteering are her
dream jobs. She also enjoys doing yard work and
spending time with her family and friends.
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Sun
DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS
TIME ENDS

2

Mon

3

Tue

ELECTION DAY

4

Wed

6:30pm Deacon’s
Meeting

5

Thu

6pm Council
Meeting

6

Fri

2020

7

Sat

10am Worship with
Holy Communion

8

SCRIP DUE

9

10

11

12

13

16

17

18

19

20
21
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

23

24

25

26
27
Office Closed

6:30pm SHIFT! @

VETERAN’S DAY

14

10am Worship
11am Church Fall
Clean Up

15

10am Worship

6pm Trustees

11am PPRC

22

STEWARDSHIP
SUNDAY

8am American Red
Cross Blood Drive

6pm Christian
Education Meeting

28

SCRIP Due
10am Worship

29

10am Worship

30

Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday:
9am – 11:30am
Wednesday: 6:30pm – 8pm
****See article in Newsletter for more information!****

