Connections

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

December 2020
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our God
… your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Christmas Eve Services In-Person and Online
*

*

Thursday, December 24th @ 4:30pm –
Family Oriented Service
* Thursday, December 24th @ 11pm –
Traditional Candlelight Service
Please watch for email updates on Online Services

Christmas Clothesline
There are 10 people on our Christmas Clothesline list this year. Nancy Kirouac has
a list of items that have been suggested. If you would like to help out with this,
please contact Nancy at nlkirouac@me.com or 715-749-3260 or 651-269-6103 to
get a list. If you would like to donate monetarily, Nancy is more than willing to
shop for items. Nancy would like to have all items in hand no later than December
1st to allow time for the St. Croix County Social Workers to distribute the items
and Advent Boxes before Christmas.

2021 ANNUAL MEETING
• January 17, 2021
• Immediately Following Worship
• No Potluck afterwards due to COVID-19
• NOTICE: All year end reports must be submitted
to Tiff at secretary@robertsucc.org
no later than December 27th!
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Pastor: pastor@robertsucc.org | Office: secretary@robertsucc.org
Website: http://www.robertsucc.org

Stewardship
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
—Isaiah 9:6
Advent is upon us. A time to reflect and prepare ourselves for the coming of our Savior. It has been a
crazy 9 months and at this point, I know many of us are feeling it at this point. In our months of being apart
there has been much that has happening in our world which has affected us in various ways. From fear to
anger, worry to hurt, being overwhelmed to lonely, the world just seems to be in turmoil. I know for my family
and myself it has taken its own toll. That is why I find the Christmas story more than just a little relevant this
year. At the same time, I recognize that this time of year is not always the easiest for many as well. What are
we to do with times such as these?
It may help us to take a moment to stop and think about the times that the Christ Child was born into. It
was a time of upheaval and unrest as well, especially for the young family of Mary, Joseph and Jesus. The times
were rough back then. Justice was not something which was easily found. People’s allegiances were often in
question. Are you a good Jew? Are you a good citizen? Do you pay taxes to the Romans? If so, does that
make you a bad Jew? If you don’t, what will happen to you? Will your neighbor turn you in to the Romans if
you aren’t following the Roman Law? Will they turn you in to the Sanhedrin if you aren’t following the Laws of
the Church? How are you going to make a living if you are turned in either way?
To top off all of this, Mary is found to be with child before she is married. That is a majorly punishable
offense with serious repercussions for both her and her family. If all of these things weren’t enough, she has
seen a vision telling her she is carrying the Son of God! It all seems a bit overwhelming and a bit too familiar in
its intensity for many of us. And the whole time, God is right there…preparing to come into the world…
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Wonderful Counselor
Within our Christmas story Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth, Zechariah all hear from and turn to God for guidance.
Their worlds are all more than a little crazy, but they step back from time to time when things are tough and
turn to God. They trust that God has everything in hand, even if they are unable to see where things may go.
They fall on their faith in God in order to find a path to travel through the craziness they are living through.
They not only pray to God and give praise and thanks, but they also take time to be still and listen. Is there a
place in your life right now in which you need to do this? A place where you need to take time for prayer,
study, and most of all to just be still and listen for God’s voice of guidance?
Mighty God
Our faith in God is based on the things which we have experienced both individually and as a church family.
Our God is able to do amazing and mighty things even in the midst of our greatest trials. Joseph and Mary
must have known this in order to have the faith they did. I often wonder if the world in which they lived wasn’t
much like what we experience now. It had been a long time since God had spoken to the world with great and
mighty acts or through a prophet when God decided to come to the world in the form of Jesus. It wasn’t that
God wasn’t present and didn’t still interact, but God had not acted within the world in ways which they were
looking for such as a prophet like Moses or Isaiah or a warrior king like David. In this one Miracle, the birth of
the Christ Child, God chose to show us a new way in which the Mighty God would move. How might God be

doing the same in today’s world? Do we need to look for the new ways in which God is speaking and moving
in our world now?
Everlasting Father
God has always and will always be our protector and provider that is the point of referring to God as the
Father. This does not mean, however, that we do not need to be learning and growing. Just as any good
parent does, God needs to allow us the room to grow and learn so we are able to become the best versions of
ourselves under God’s teachings. So much of what we go through we want God to just take away. Our
experiences are what make us who we are, though, individually and as a family. God continues and will
continue to protect us as the Created Children we are, but that does not mean everything will be easy or
comfortable. At least not in this life! Our God promises us an everlasting life beyond this one. Until then, it is
our responsibility to continue to grow and learn from the trials which we go through. Where is God protecting
us today? Where are our growing edges? What might we still need to learn both individually and as the family
of God?
Prince of Peace
This promise of the future is the image which most closely touches me this season. As we prepare and
make ready for the birth of Jesus once again in our lives, we each have work to do. Just as the world into which
Jesus was born was full of a multitude of tensions and problems, so is ours. Peace is something which is hard
to come by for many because we are so inundated with information and other people’s emotions that we rarely
have time to truly work through how we feel or what we think about anything. As we prepare for the birth of
Christ into our lives, we truly need to refocus on what is important. The Gospel of Christ was always one of
love. It looked beyond nationality, personalities, and past transgressions in order to see others for what they
could potentially be. It focused on forgiveness and the joy it allowed to come into the world. It caused the
world to stop, if even for a moment, and follow a star to a manger where a tiny babe lay brought into the world
by a love which surpassed all human understanding. For just a moment there on that night, the world forgot
to hate, forgot to war, put aside its political differences, and loved unconditionally. The world, at least for those
who truly turned to see this child - the Messiah, found a spot where everything was made simple and right
through the love of God. So, the questions then become. Will we take time to prepare and refocus? Will we
allow the love of God to shine through us to be the star which leads others to that child? Will we allow the
compassion and forgiveness of God to flow over us into the world, so others might begin to see themselves
and others as worthy children of God? May you all have a very merry and joyous Christmas!
Yours in the Family of Christ,
Pastor Burt

Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are
available upon request.
General Fund Financial Summary as of October 31, 2020

RUCC SCRIP PROGRAM

SCRIP orders are very low right now. The few orders we receive do not earn enough rebate for
the shipping charges we incur. Some members of our congregation have found ordering reloadable cards
that incur a shipping charge when it is sent directly to their homes, but no further charges after that initial
card delivery, is easiest.
I would like to encourage members of the congregation to create a SCRIP account and order
reloadable gift cards from SCRIP. If you sign up with our church ID, we still receive a rebate for your
purchases. You will have to pay the shipping cost for the first card, but then you can log on and reload
dollars to the existing card. When you reload your card, the church still gets the rebate. If you would like
instructions on how to create an account or a list of the cards that are reloadable, please let Tiff know and
she will get you the information.
In the meantime, our inventory of gift cards will now be held strictly to County Market (as of Friday,
10/23). I will not be holding any other inventory. If you would still like to order through the church, I am
happy to still do so. SCRIP is only shipping twice a week now, so there may be a few days delay in getting
the cards.
Cards currently in stock are:
10 – $100 County Market
~Dianne Loewel

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
November 5, 2020
Dawn Budrow (Moderator), Rachel Ackley (Deacons), Jennah Stoffel (Christian Education), John Stoffel (Trustees), Lori Jurek
(S.H.I.F.T and Women’s Fellowship), Pastor Burt Williams, and Connie Mueller (Church Clerk).
Meeting was called to order by Dawn at 6:00pm
Opening devotion was led by Rachel.
Minutes: October minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Rachel to approve the minutes and seconded by Jennah.
Motion carried.
Reports
Women’s Fellowship:
• No meeting in November
•
•
•

Currently using e-mail communication for reviewing the Women’s Fellowship portion of the Constitution.

Considering a change in meeting times to accommodate more.

A December meeting will be held.

Christian Education:
•

Considering a revamping of the Sunday School. This would be held at a different time and become more family
based. One guardian or parent would be required to attend with the youth. This, if adopted, will replace the
current Sunday School program.

•
•

Currently have had 5 children in Sunday School.

The Christmas program will be a recorded program, done primarily by the CE Board. This will be online for all to
view.

Deacons:
•
•
•

Tabled Live Streaming until the first of the year.

Stewardship information is prepared and is ready to go out.

Fencing around the pond has been approved. No other work on an outdoor worship area will be done until next
spring.

•
•

Nov. 28th. Hanging of the Greens. All are welcome on that Saturday to come and help.
Next Deacons’ meeting will be in January.

S.H.I.F.T:
•
•

Will not meet in November

Upon request by the Spring Valley Elementary School, more Feel-Good Kits are being put together and sent to the
elementary.

Treasurer:
•

See the report in the newsletter.

(Continued on next page)

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
November 5, 2020
(Continued from previous page)
Trustees:
• Roof has been repaired.
•
•
•
•
•

Filed for a forgiveness of the loan given to assist the church during the summer months.

Discussed the loans coming due next July that were given by church members.

Approved the Farmers’ Market to hold their market on Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings next summer.
Tony Jurek donated a snow blower.

Plowing and sidewalk cleanup has been taken care of for this winter.

Pastor:
• Confirmation: Classes will be online due to quarantined students.
•

Thirty-six advent boxes are being put together. The pastor is looking for volunteers to light their wreath from their

•

Christmas Eve online service: The pastor is looking for volunteers to read from their home and for volunteers for

home and do some Christmas readings. These recording will be incorporated into the Advent services.

the lighting of the candles portion of the service. Theme is “Home” Town Christmas.

Other Discussion:
• Reminder to all Boards and committees that year-end reports are DUE by December 27, 2020
•

Annual Meeting will be held on January 17th.

Next Meeting: December 3
Devotions: Lori Jurek
Meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Connie Mueller, Church Clerk

Food Pantry Needs
 Cream of Chicken Soup
 Tomato Soup
 Crackers
 Popcorn
 Baked Beans
 Coffee
The Food Pantry is continuing to serve the community with regular
hours. Car-side service will continue until further notice.
Thank you to all who have donated and those that continue to donate!

Cole Delander – 12/1
Aidan Hansen – 12/16
Carol Moenke – 12/1
David Lindquist – 12/16
Justin Johnson – 12/2
Rylee Muller – 12/17
Tony Jurek – 12/2
Brian Wille – 12/18
Cecil Brighton – 12/3
Emma Delander – 12/19
Mandy Clay – 12/3
Shawn Vorwald – 12/19
Dan Frye – 12/3
Scarlett Logas – 12/20
Nancee Hurlburt – 12/5
Grant Gooding – 12/21
Dianne Loewel – 12/5
Jeremy Bazille – 12/22
Pastor Burt – 12/6
Janice Kuschel – 12/22
Trudy Hinkel – 12/7
Adam Nelson – 12/22
Kevin Kapaun – 12/11
Luke Vorwald – 12/22
Presley Dull – 12/12
Adele Ament – 12/27
Keith Logas – 12/12
Don Graf – 12/28
Mike Kamm – 12/29

♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

Terry & Carol McKinley – 12/1 – 18 Years!
Dan & Megan Frye – 12/2 – 31 Years!
Bernie & Marlys McGaver – 12/3 – 38 Years!
Mike & Pam Kamm – 12/3 – 32 Years!
Dave & Roxie Hatch – 12/13 – 51 Years!
Wayne & Donna Hadley – 12/31 – 39 Years!

Help Wanted!

As many of you know, we have been working extremely hard to find ways of bringing everyone
back together again. One of those ways is to start live streaming our services. Our goal in this is to
help everyone feel involved in the service, even when you are not physically here with us. We have
gotten close and the time has come to find some people that are interested in helping out. The
need is simple really, we are looking for anyone interested in running the camera, running a
computer, or running sound. No experience is necessary as all training will be provided. Pastor Burt
has been talking lately about being called, I am asking all of you to prayerfully give this some
consideration and then let the deacons, Pastor Burt, or Tiff in the office know if you are feeling
called to help us out. We are looking for enough people to step forward so that nobody has to feel
overwhelmed. Ideally, we would like to have multiple groups of 2-3 people so that no one has to
commit to every Sunday.

If you have placed someone on the prayer list, please
update us on how they are currently. If you would like to
add or remove someone, please contact Tiff in the office
at ruccsecretary@gmail.com or (715) 749-3225.

Those currently on the Prayer List:
Carol Moenke
Lisa Briess
Earl Pechuman
Mary Fredrick
Joann Libby
LaVere Wolske
Amy Moshier
Marlys McGaver
Bernie McGaver
Todd Knochenmus
Evelyn Wood-Funkhouser
Ericka Evans Schweitzer
Spence Porter
Brian Willie
Joann Libby
Bobbie Kuhnke
Linda Hall
Renate Koch
Danielle Anderson
Tracy Grabau




Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf
Those serving on active Military duty.
Those serving our state & community in Law Enforcement

MEET YOUR CHURCH LEADERS –
NANCY KIROUAC

Nancy has been a member of Roberts UCC for
about 25 years and is currently on the Board of
Trustees. She has also been on the Board of
Deacons and the Call Committee. Nancy is retired
but she still is an Adult Family Home Provider and
says that she is doing her dream job. She also
shared that one of her favorite activities in the local
area is to drive around the countryside while
listening to books on tape. There is an interesting
fact about Nancy that we bet most didn’t know…
She knows how to hand sew shoes and did it as a
job in Maine many years ago! When asked where
she sees God at work in her life, she told us, “no
matter what problems the world has thrown at me,
God has given me the strength and courage to go
on and work through it.” Today she is thankful for
being able to continue caring for her foster son and
stay in her home.
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Fellowship
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Sat

6pm Council Meeting
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10am Worship with
Holy Communion
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NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
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22

23

24
25
26
Office Closed Office Closed

10am Care Center
Worship

6:30pm DISCIPLES 1

12

3pm DISCIPLES 2

13

SCRIP Due

6:30 SHIFT! @

10am Worship

20

10 am Worship

6pm Trustees
Meeting

6:30pm DISCIPLES 2 6pm Christian
Education Meeting

6:30pm DISCIPLES 1

11am PPRC

4pm Worship
11pm Candlelight
Worship

27

ANNUAL
REPORT INFO
DUE!

SCRIP Due

10am Worship
3pm DISCIPLES 2

28

29

30

31

Quarterly Donation NEW YEAR’S EVE
Statements Available

Food Pantry Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday:
9am – 11:30am
Wednesday:
6:30pm – 8pm
****See article in
Newsletter for more
information!****

**** If you have not turned in your pledge cards, please do so as soon as possible. These cards help our
Trustees build our Annual Budget! If you have misplaced your cards, please contact the office to get a new set
of cards. Thank you to those who have turned their cards in already!****

