Connections

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

January 2021
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our God
… your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

2021 ANNUAL MEETING
• January 17, 2021
• Immediately Following Worship
• No Potluck afterwards due to COVID-19
• NOTICE: All year end reports must be submitted
to Tiff at secretary@robertsucc.org
no later than December 27th!
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When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?
Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory and honor.
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands… —Psalm 8:3-6a
As we head into 2021 and say goodbye to 2020, let us look back on this last year in awe. I know many
of you are struggling with that statement right now. 2020 was a rough year for us as a world. So many
negative things happened, and the year seemed to be a perpetual case of what will happen next? I saw an
interesting post the other day I want all of us to give serious consideration to, “We are not all in the same boat,
but we are weathering the same storm!” It is so true. There are many boats weathering this storm. Varying
political opinions. Varying scientific opinions. Varying theological opinions. Tack on the varying financial
situations and hardships which have hit us because of all that has happened, and all these boats being tossed
about in this storm, it is hard to believe there have not been more serious crashes of opinions, feelings, and
heartaches. Yet, we have all weathered the same storm and may have to do so for a bit longer. Even once the
storm is over there will be much work to be done to clean up the aftermath. The whole idea has started me
thinking, “What is our role as the church of God in all of this?” We are called to be the light, a lighthouse so to
speak, help guide people to the safety of God’s shores.
If you take a look at our passage above, two things become apparent. The first is that we are not in
control of all of this. It is God who has created and blessed us with all we have…the abundance of good things
at our disposal. The second is God blesses us with both those things and also with the faith in us to use them
wisely; to use them to guide and help people to a place of safety and peace. Regardless of our personal
opinions politically, scientifically, or theologically we are called to look for where God is calling us to use the
gifts we are so abundantly blessed with to bring about the guiding light for the world. Why would God even
care enough to be mindful of our plight? Because what God does in and through us reaches out to a world
lost in the storm as a beacon of hope for better things yet to come. God trust that we will band together as
the body of Christ and overlook our personal opinions in order to reach out with salvation to those who have
no hope.
Therefore, I again urge you to look back on 2020 with a sense of awe! Has it been easy? No! Could it
have been much worse? Yes! Have we navigated well? Probably not as well as we could have. Can God still
work in and through us? By all means! There have been many blessings this year, but we have to look past the
battering waves of negativity and the winds of fierce opinion to see them as we sit calm in the protection of
our God. Regardless of our opinions God is still busy at work: creating, healing, saving! Where are we? Are we
listening for God’s call amidst the chaos? Are we being beacons of light and safety? Or, are we adding to the
chaos and the storm by continuing to hold onto hurts, opinions, and dogmas which push people away or give
a false image of our caring God.
I have struggled greatly throughout this year. I see where people are coming from with their opinions
on both sides. The long and the short of it is the one thing I do not see in these battles is God. I have heard
people use theological talk in order to back up their points on both sides, but it is almost always just to back
up their opinions. A way in which to prove that what they believe is correct. I do not find a desire for true
healing and compromise or places of forgiveness, or many times compassion for those who cannot begin to
filter through all the information thrown at them which leaves them even more lost and confused. The greatest
blessing in which I am in awe of this year is the one of God’s call! Even amidst all that has happened, God is
still choosing to call us together to continue the ministry of Christ in the world as beacons of light and hope! It
truly is amazing that God would even consider us for such an important mission!
As we say goodbye to 2020 and head into 2021, what will we do? What can we accomplish in the name
of God, with the help of God? What ways will God move in the lives of the world’s lost because we are here?

These are the important questions. These are the places in which to focus. Do I have to agree with you in
order to reach out a helping hand? Will my judgement of another’s actions or opinions bring about peace or
guide them closer to God’s love and redemption? Can God use even someone like me in order to change the
life of another? What are humans that God is mindful of them? They are created in love, redeemed in Christ,
and able to be molded into the image and likeness of God, if they will simply have faith to answer the call!
Together let us make the year of our Lord, 2021, truly a year where our Lord is known by any and all we come
in contact with! Let us help the world to see the beauty and abundance of the gifts God is blessing the world
with!
Peace to you all,
Pastor Burt
Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are
available upon request.
General Fund Financial Summary as of November 30, 2020

Food Pantry Thank You
Thank you to all those who have donated and continue to donate.
Thank you to Cross Lutheran for their help keeping the pantry stocked
this year and their donation of numerous Birthday Bags. The Food
Pantry is continuing to serve the community with regular hours. Carside service will continue until further notice.

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
December 3, 2020
Dawn Budrow (Moderator), Rachel Ackley (Deacons), Jennah Stoffel (Christian Education), John Stoffel (Trustees), Lori Jurek
(S.H.I.F.T and Women’s Fellowship), Margie Ricci (Financial), and Connie Mueller (Church Clerk).
Meeting was called to order by Dawn at 6:00pm
Opening devotion was led by Lori. Based on Psalm 139:13-14
Minutes: November minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Lori to approve the minutes and seconded by Margie.
Motion carried.
Reports
Women’s Fellowship:
• Meeting held Dec. 3
•

Decision made to revisit the monthly meetings at the May 2021 meeting. If approved, monthly suppers may begin
August 2021.

•
•
•

Rummage Sale Dates for 2021: Spring: April 23 & 24, Fall: Sept. 17 & 18

Officers will remain the same for the next year.

Reminder to all using the church refrigerator. Food needs to be labeled and dated, or it may get thrown out.

Christian Education:
•
•
•

Sunday School is resuming this month through Zoom. Toni Williams will be instructing the class.
There will be no Christmas program this year.

Subcommittee is continuing to work on revamping the Sunday School program.

Deacons:
•

No meeting held

S.H.I.F.T:
•
•

Will meet Dec. 14. One purpose of the meeting is to plan for serving a meal at Grace Place on Dec. 17th.

Decided to send donations to groups for this year. Donations were made to the THUG Life Ministry and also to
Women’s Advocate Domestic Abuse Shelter.

Treasurer:
•

See the report in the newsletter.

Trustees:
• Working on budget. Several line items have increased. Anticipate $30,000 more needed to cover all 2021
expenses.
• Payroll protection loan was forgiven.
(Continued on next page)

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
December 3, 2020
(Continued from previous page)
Pastor:
• Stewardship Ship Drive update:
o Currently $121,576.00 has been pledged thus far.
o Pledges continue to come in.
•
Advent boxes: 72 boxes were sold at $10.00 per box. Actual cost was $15.05 (this does not include the kid’s
bags). Due to donations given and the money collected, the total profit for this project was $665.80.
Other Discussion:
• Reminder to all boards and committees that the year-end reports are DUE by Dec. 27, 2020.
•

There will not be a nomination committee this year. All boards will be extended for one additional year. Duane
Loewel has agreed to fill the open seat on the Board of Deacons.

•

Annual meeting will be held on January 17th.

Next Meeting: January 7th
Devotions: Margie Ricci
Meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Connie Mueller, Church Clerk

RUCC SCRIP PROGRAM

SCRIP orders are very low right now. The few orders we receive do not earn enough rebate for
the shipping charges we incur. Some members of our congregation have found ordering reloadable cards
that incur a shipping charge when it is sent directly to their homes, but no further charges after that initial
card delivery, is easiest.
I would like to encourage members of the congregation to create a SCRIP account and order
reloadable gift cards from SCRIP. If you sign up with our church ID, we still receive a rebate for your
purchases. You will have to pay the shipping cost for the first card, but then you can log on and reload
dollars to the existing card. When you reload your card, the church still gets the rebate. If you would like
instructions on how to create an account or a list of the cards that are reloadable, please let Tiff know and
she will get you the information.
In the meantime, our inventory of gift cards will now be held strictly to County Market (as of Friday,
10/23). I will not be holding any other inventory. If you would still like to order through the church, I am
happy to still do so. SCRIP is only shipping twice a week now, so there may be a few days delay in getting
the cards.
Cards currently in stock are:
10 – $100 County Market
~Dianne Loewel

John Bond – 1/1
Trevor Nelson – 1/18
Danielle Johnson – 1/9
Macie Segebrecht – 1/21
Cole Anderson – 1/10
Tyson Ferrick – 1/23
David Fisher – 1/10
Mackson Stone – 1/23
Jacob Stoffel – 1/14
Margaret Cave – 1/24
David Hansen – 1/31

♥ Bill & Margo Schultz – 23 Years!

Help Wanted!

As many of you know, we have been working extremely hard to find ways of bringing everyone
back together again. One of those ways is to start live streaming our services. Our goal in this is to
help everyone feel involved in the service, even when you are not physically here with us. We have
gotten close and the time has come to find some people that are interested in helping out. The
need is simple really, we are looking for anyone interested in running the camera, running a
computer, or running sound. No experience is necessary as all training will be provided. Pastor Burt
has been talking lately about being called, I am asking all of you to prayerfully give this some
consideration and then let the deacons, Pastor Burt, or Tiff in the office know if you are feeling
called to help us out. We are looking for enough people to step forward so that nobody has to feel
overwhelmed. Ideally, we would like to have multiple groups of 2-3 people so that no one has to
commit to every Sunday.

Snow Days
Just a reminder that if schools are closed in the
area (Roberts, Baldwin, etc.) church activities
will most likely be cancelled that day or evening.
The Roberts Food Pantry will also be closed. In
case of bad weather, please call the church
office before venturing out. Thank you!

If you have placed someone on the prayer list, please
update us on how they are currently. If you would like to
add or remove someone, please contact Tiff in the office
at ruccsecretary@gmail.com or (715) 749-3225.

Those currently on the Prayer List:
Carol Moenke
Lisa Briess
Earl Pechuman
Mary Fredrick
Joann Libby
LaVere Wolske
Amy Moshier
Marlys McGaver
Bernie McGaver
Todd Knochenmus
Evelyn Wood-Funkhouser
Ericka Evans Schweitzer
Spence Porter
Brian Willie
Joann Libby
Bobbie Kuhnke
Linda Hall
Renate Koch
Danielle Anderson
Tracy Grabau




Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf
Those serving on active Military duty.
Those serving our state & community in Law Enforcement

Women’s Fellowship – Community Dinner Update

Due to COVID-19 concerns and restrictions, Community Dinners will not resume at this time.
This issue will be revisited in May to determine if the monthly Community Dinners
will be able to resume in 2021.
Please watch future newsletters for information from Women’s Fellowship on Community Dinners.
The Women’s Fellowship Committee heads are below:

Executive Committee
President: Judy Snoeyenbos – 715-425-6730
Vice President: Lori Jurek – 715-386-3214
Secretary: Nancy Kirouac – 651-269-6103
Treasurer: Judy Snoeyenbos – 715-425-6730

Funeral Committee
Lori Jurek – 715-386-3214
Mary Thorsen – 715-220-3999
Judy Snoeyenbos – 715-425-6730
Laura Logas – 651-341-7639
Set-up and clean up - husbands

CLOTHESLINE THANK YOU
I would like to extend a huge thank you to all who
supported the clothesline gift giving this year. You were
all very generous and a big help at making this a very
Merry Christmas for some people who are less blessed
than ourselves!
Sincerely,
Nancy Kirouac

2021
Sun

Mon

3
4
10am Worship with
Holy Communion

Tue

5
6:30pm Deacons
Meeting

Wed

6
6:30pm
DISCIPLES 2

Thu

7
3pm Women’s
Fellowship

Fri
1
2
New Year’s Day –
Office Closed

8

9

6pm Council
Meeting

10
SCRIP Due

11

12

13
6:30pm
DISCIPLES 1

14

15

16

18

19
6pm Trustees
Meeting

20

21
6pm Christian
Education

22
1pm – 7pm
American Red
Cross Blood Drive

23

28

29

30

10am Worship

17
10am Worship
11am ANNUAL
MEETING

24
SCRIP DUE
10am Worship

31
10am Worship

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

6:30pm
DISCIPLES 2

25

26

27
6:30pm
DISCIPLES 1

Sat

