Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

April 2021
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our God
… your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Lenten Services
• Sunday, March 28th – Palm Sunday – Worship 10am

Lenten Services
❖ Thursday, April 1st – Maundy Thursday – 7pm
❖ Friday, April 2nd – Good Friday – Ecumenical Worship -7pm
❖ Sunday, April 4th – Easter – Sunrise (In Person) Worship 7am
❖ Sunday, April 4th – Easter – Worship 10am
❖ All worship services are also being offered online unless
otherwise noted at:
https://www.youtube.com/c/RobertsCongregationalUCC

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Pastor: pastor@robertsucc.org | Office: secretary@robertsucc.org
Website: http://www.robertsucc.org | YouTube: Roberts Congregational UCC

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have
in the presence of our God because of you?
—1 Thessalonians 3:9
My brothers and sisters in Christ,
As I sit here to write to you today, it has just hit one year since the beginning of all the COVID-19 changes. I
am acutely aware of how distressing and hard this past year has been for all of us. I, myself, miss you all greatly
and getting together in fellowship on a regular basis. This year marks the 20th year I have served churches as a
pastor and in that time, I have never been as separated from those I serve as the past year. Like all of you, the
past year has been one of learning to do things in a different way and struggling to find moments of peace
among the chaos of life. Yet through it all I have found reason to rejoice. That reason is all of you! Your kindness,
support, generosity, and faithfulness have far exceeded expectations and the stories I hear reported from many
of my colleagues.
It is all of you that give me cause to give thanks to our God on a regular basis. I thank God and all of you for
your kindness. There has not been a playbook for pastors in how to go about ministering in the past year and
the circumstances of the year have taken the old playbook and made it obsolete. Your kindness and patience
as I have fumbled along learning new technologies, trying to find new ways to gather and stay in touch, and
going about the everyday tasks of ministering has been a phenomenal gift. It has not been without struggles
and moments, but many of you have reached out at just the right moments and lifted my spirits when they were
the lowest giving me inspiration to try harder at new things. Thank you, God, for this gracious and loving family
of believers.
Your generosity has not only been in your spiritual support of ministry in this last year though. Your financial
support and generous hearts throughout the last year have been more than a little inspiring. Even though we
have not been able to come together as we once did physically, you have remained faithful to your pledges and
been generous beyond even that. Because of all of you, we ended the year in the positive financially when
many other congregations struggled to stay afloat. It has allowed us to continue to reach out in assistance to
people and keep the doors to this church open as a sanctuary for the lost and broken spirits around us. I thank
you, God, for the generous hearts of this family of believers.
Your generosity has bolstered faithfulness. Even though we have not been able to be together as we once
were, our worship attendance has actually gone up through offering alternatives. Even though our average inperson worship attendance has fallen from 75 people to 20 people a Sunday, our online worship has been an
average of 28 devices during our Sunday morning time and another 18 devices viewing sometime after. Those
46 devices tend to have an average of 2 people watching (some have only one, many have 2 and we have more
than a few families of 3 or 4 watching together) meaning we have an average of 92 people reached per online
service, bringing us to an average of 112 people reached per week. There is reason to rejoice in and of itself.
We have gone from reaching an average of 75 per Sunday to 112 meaning we are reaching 33% more people
than we were. Your faithful attendance shows in your kindness, patience, and generosity. So, thank you, God,
for this family of faithful souls and the way you are working in and through them.
More importantly, “Thanks to each and every one of you!” In a time when many pastors are getting out of
ministry due to the stress and struggles of the past year, you all have inspired and bolstered my faith. It has
been a long hard year. It has been a year of ups and downs in ministry and personally, as it has been for all of
you. The grace, mercy, and numerous other blessings God has given each of you in the process you have shared
with me and many others in generous, faithful kindness. May God continue to bless you now when we begin to
see a light at the end of the tunnel and dream of the great and wondrous days to come as the world begins to
(Continued on next page)

open back up. This amazing family will once again see the day when we come together to greet each other in
Christian love. It may look different than before, but, as I have come to appreciate about all of you, it will be an
amazingly loving and generous outpouring of faith in the name of our God!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Burt
Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are
available upon request.
General Fund Financial Summary as of February 28, 2021
Financial Summary as of February 28, 2021

Income/Contributions $
Adopt A Mortgage
Fundraising income
In-kind Services
Interest
Total income
Expenses
Transfers from other accounts
Net General Fund Activity $

15,094.00
45.92
3.43
15,143.35
15,501.84
(358.49)

Assets
General accounts $
7,086.91
Other bank accounts
61,868.99
Fixed assets 1,874,642.28
Total Assets $ 1,943,598.18

Liabilities & Equity
Accrued expenses $
278.73
Bank mortgage balance
664,481.57
Member mortgage balances
150,000.00
Total liabilities
814,760.30
Equity

1,128,837.88

Total Liabilites & Equity $ 1,943,598.18

Food Pantry
The Pantry is currently very well stocked! This is a community funded
resource for the community. Share the word – the pantry is open to all
those in need without question. Curbside service is still being offered
during normal Pantry hours.
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9-11:30am
Wednesdays: 6:30-8pm

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
March 4, 2021
Dawn Budrow (Moderator), Toni Williams (Co-Christian Education), Lori Jurek (S.H.I.F.T. and Women’s
Fellowship), Margie Ricci (Financial), Pastor Burt, and Connie Mueller (Church Clerk).
Meeting was called to order by Dawn at 6:00 P.M.
Minutes: February minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Lori to approve the minutes and seconded by
Margie . Motion carried.
Reports:
Women’s Fellowship:
• Met March 4
• State of Wisconsin has established new rules for licensing a kitchen. The kitchen must have an on-site
incident guide that deals with issues such as vomit and diarrhea. Also, how things are to be stored in the
refrigerator. The kitchen will be reclassified in the fall.
Christian Education
• Sunday School is going well. 6-9 students per week in attendance.
• Seeking fundraising ideas.
• Vacation Bible School is tentatively scheduled for August 8-11. Curriculum for VBS has been secured.
• There will be no spring festival. Hoping to have in person Sunday School starting in the fall and then a
fall festival may be held.
Deacons: (reported by Pastor Burt)
• Holy Week will consist of in person and virtual services for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Easter.
The early Easter service (in person only) will be held outside.
• Tabling the review of the membership list until the church fully opens up again.
• Planning outdoor events for all members to attend and reconnect.
S.H.I.F.T
• No March meeting.
• Paul Oman (church service presentation) has been indefinitely postponed.
Treasurer
• See the report in the newsletter.
Trustees:
• Interviewing candidates for the church secretarial position.
• New refrigerator has been purchased for the kitchen.
• Church fundraiser (Giving Grid) will take place during the month of April. Laurene and Roger Ray are
heading up this fundraiser. More information will be available soon regarding the event.

(Continued on next page)

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
March 4, 2021
(Continued from previous page)

Pastor:
• Took part in a two-day Boundary Training. Special thanks to Lori Jurek for covering the office so that
the pastor could participate fully in this virtual training.
• Confirmation will be held on May 23rd. Planning for an outdoor service and hoping all members will
attend in person.
• Pastor Burt will hold a monthly Zoom meeting with residents at the Hammond Heritage Center.
• Pastor will be on vacation Memorial weekend. The Deacons are working on coverage for that Sunday.
Next Meeting: April 8 (Devotions by Duane)
Meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Connie Mueller, Church Clerk

RUCC SCRIP PROGRAM
SCRIP orders can be placed on the forms available in the Narthex or can be placed online at
www.shopwithscrip.com under our Roberts United Church of Christ organization. Our enrollment code is:
D7L4154436429.
SCRIP has national cards available. Many of them are represented on the order forms. There are
reloadable cards available also which allows you to use the same card and reduce shipping charges for new
cards. Family Fresh and County Market cards are ordered locally by Dianne Loewel and must be ordered on
the paper forms. Checks for SCRIP should be made out to Roberts UCC SCRIP and paid at the time you
place your order.
Currently, orders are collected on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. Once orders are placed, all
cards are shipped to Dianne at her home to reduce shipping charges incurred if shipped directly to the
church with morning delivery. Cards are typically available for pick up on the 1st and 3rd Sundays.
Cards currently in stock are:
3 – $100 County Market
If you are looking to place an order, please strongly consider ordering online and using a
rechargeable card if possible.

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

RUCC Fellowship Hall
1001 Birch Drive & Hwy 12
Roberts, WI
Friday, April 23, 2021

8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Unless otherwise marked, all items are .50 cents each!
Saturday, April 24, 2021

8:00 am - 10:30 am

Stuff a big garbage bag for $2.00!
*Masks are required to enter the building
*To maintain distancing, shoppers will be limited
to 20 people at a time.
Thank you for your cooperation and understanding!
Drop off dates…
Monday, April 19th from 4pm – 7pm
Tuesday, April 20th – Thursday, April 22nd from 1pm – 5pm
*****************************************************************
If you have items to drop off, please make sure they are clean and in good
condition. We have always had a GREAT SALE because of your GOOD STUFF!!

Questions may be directed to Judy at (715) 425-6730

Giving Graciously through God
Hello! Our names are Ceola, Gracie, and Maddy, and this is our third year in the DISCIPLES Together class
(Confirmation) where we are learning more about God’s gifts and how to create a deeper connection with Him
through Christ. We have learned a lot about how God works and the gifts he has given us, and we are now
working on our own mission project! For our mission project, we have decided to donate to Grace Place, a
temporary house for those who cannot otherwise afford a living space of their own and help them with their
mission. Donations would be greatly appreciated. All you have to do is purchase or find items that you have
laying around your house that are on the list, and drop them off at the RUCC church, 1001 Birch Dr. Roberts,
WI. We will be accepting donations from now until April 25.

Donation Items:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Paper Towels
Toilet Paper
Garbage Bags (Kitchen Size & 55 Gallon)
Office Supplies
Bath and Kitchen Towels
Copy Paper
Stamps
Gift Cards
Shampoo, Conditioner
Deodorant (Mens and Womens)
Female Hygiene Products
Razors and Shaving Cream
Toothbrushes, Toothpaste
New Socks and Underwear (All Sizes)
New Bed Pillows
Your help would be greatly appreciated, as it would not only be helping us with our mission project, but also
people who are less fortunate! And that is what God is all about, spreading love and lending a helping hand
when needed, sharing His great word.
SMILE… WE JUST RECEIVED A DONATION
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with
the same products, prices, and shopping features as
Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on
AmazonSmile, the Foundation will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price of eligible products to the charitable
organization of your choice.

Quarterly Giving Statements will be
available after April 1st. They will be
mailed out to you.

This is a simple and automatic way for you to support
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ every
time you shop, at no cost to you!
In the fourth quarter of 2020, RUCC earned $45.92
from the Foundation! If you haven’t signed up yet,
visit our website or contact Lori Jurek for instructions
on how to participate! Thank you!

Powerful Tools for Caregivers classes help caregivers take better care of themselves
while caring for a friend or relative. Whether you provide care for a spouse, partner,
parent, friend at home or in a care facility; whether down the block or miles away, yours
is an important role. This course is for family caregivers like you!
The classes give you tools to help:
• Reduce stress
• Improve self-confidence
• Manage time, set goals, and solve problems
• Better communicate your feelings
• Make tough decisions
• Locate helpful resources
This six-week virtual class series gives you the confidence and support to better care
for your aging loved one – and yourself.
Attendees will receive The Caregiver Helpbook, which follows the curriculum and
provides additional tools to address specific caregiver issues. Attendees will also receive
handouts and link to join the class virtually.
Date: Mondays April 19th -May 24th
Time: 10am – 11:30am
Location: Virtual via ZOOM - Link & materials provided upon registration
REGISTER NOW – SPACE LIMITED: To register or to find out more information
call Tara @ 715-381-4366 or Kim @ 715-381-4411
“After taking this class I am a more confident caregiver!
Having tools to resolve problems is a definite advantage in becoming
a better caregiver and a happier, wiser, healthier me...and a healthier ‘us’!”
- PTC Class Participant
Powerful Tools for Caregivers (PTC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. The PTC national office in Portland, OR
supports caregivers, Class Leaders, and Master Trainers in the US, Canada, and Korea.

Brenna Hansen – 4/1
Laura Logas – 4/2
Diane McKenna – 4/3
Jerry Vasfaret – 4/3
Skyler Henley – 4/7
Alex Ray – 4/7
Dylan Frye – 4/8
Roxie Hatch – 4/8
Sheryl Johnson – 4/9
Callie Robelia – 4/11
Rusty Cox – 4/13
Debby Phillips – 4/17
Briella Hansen – 4/19
Noah Steinke – 4/20

♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

Tim Meyer – 4/21
Margo Schultz – 4/22
Connie Gillis – 4/23
Dan Rogers – 4/23
Ron Boenish – 4/24
Dick Colbeth – 4/25
Rick Fenstermaker – 4/25
Dawn Budrow – 4/26
Ryan Hansen – 4/26
Ceola Lindquist – 4/27
Nancy Kirouac – 4/29
Anna Lindquist – 4/30

Ken & Mary Fern – 4/4 – 67 Years!
Skyler & Hayley Henley – 4/6 – 8 Years!
Dave & Diane McKenna – 4/8 – 49 Years!
Dennis & Carrie Segebrecht – 4/19 – 16 Years!
Roger & Laurene Ray – 4/24 – 39 Years!
Don & Rockie Graf – 4/29 – 55 Years!
Steve & Roxanne Nelson – 4/29 - 32 Years!

Help Wanted!
As many of you know, we have been working extremely hard to find ways of bringing everyone
back together again. One of those ways is to start live streaming our services. Our goal in this is to
help everyone feel involved in the service, even when you are not physically here with us. We have
gotten close and the time has come to find some people that are interested in helping. The need is
simple really, we are looking for anyone interested in running the camera, running a computer, or
running sound. No experience is necessary as all training will be provided. Pastor Burt has been
talking lately about being called, I am asking all of you to prayerfully give this some consideration
and then let the deacons, Pastor Burt, or the church office know if you are feeling called to help us
out. We are looking for enough people to step forward so that nobody must feel overwhelmed.
Ideally, we would like to have multiple groups of 2-3 people so that no one must commit to every
Sunday.

If you have placed someone on the prayer list, please
update us on how they are currently. If you would like to
add or remove someone, please contact the office at
secretary@robertsucc.org or (715) 749-3225.

Those currently on the Prayer List:
Carol Moenke
LaVere Wolske
Spence Porter
Linda Hall
▪
▪
▪

Lisa Briess
Amy Moshier
Brian Wille
Renate Koch

Earl Pechuman
Bernie McGaver
Lois Hall
Danielle Anderson

Mary Frederick
Todd Knochenmus
Bobbie Kuhnke

Joann Libby
Dean Hansen
Tracy Grabau

Terry McKinley

Baldwin Care Center: Marcia Graf
Those serving on active Military duty.
Those serving our state & community in Law Enforcement

Bulletin Sponsor Information
This year, due to restrictions, we are using Signup Genius as our Bulletin Sponsor Sign Up sheet.
Dates listed below are the currently available Sundays to sponsor the bulletin. The cost for
sponsoring bulletins is $15 per Sunday. If you are interested in sponsoring the bulletin on a date
available, please let the office know so we can get you signed up.
- April 11th - April 25th - May 16th - July 18th
- July 25th
- August 1st - August 8th
- August 22nd - August 29th - September 12th -October 31st - November 7th - December 12th
- December 24th Christmas Eve 4:30pm
**If you have signed up for a Sunday, simply send payment to the church office and we’ll get the
records update. Thank you for your support!

We are pleased to announce that Meagan Barlow has accepted the position of Office
Administrator! Meagan’s first day in the church office will be April 5th.
We’ll have Meagan “introduce” herself in next month’s Connections!
Meantime, please welcome her to the team!

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1
Maundy
Thursday
7pm Worship

4

5
Easter Sunday

6
Easter Monday 6:30pm Deacons
Meeting

7

8
6pm Council
Meeting

Fri
2

Sat
3

Good Friday
7pm Ecumenical
Worship

9

10

16

17

7am Sunrise
Worship
10am Worship

11
SCRIP Due

12
6:30pm SHIFT

13

10am Worship

14
15
6:30pm DISCIPLES 5pm SHIFT @
1
Grace Place
6pm Christian
Education

18
10am Worship

19
20
4-7pm Rummage
NEWSLETTER
Sale Donations
DEADLINE
Accepted
1-5pm Rummage
Sale Donations
Accepted
6pm Trustees

21
1-5pm Rummage
Sale Donations
Accepted

25
SCRIP Due

26

28
6:30pm DISCIPLES
1

10am Worship

27

22
23
24
1-5pm Rummage 8am- 6pm Spring 8-1030am Spring
Sale Donations
Rummage Sale
Rummage Sale
Accepted

