Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

December 2021
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our God …
your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

Advent
A Season of Preparation & Anticipation

The Birth of Jesus
December 18, 2021
11:00am

All are invited to come watch our youngest generation, along with some wonderful
adult volunteers, tell the amazing story of the birth of our savior!
Cookie Fellowship Celebration to follow

Christmas Eve
Services
December 24, 2021 – 4:30pm
Family Oriented Service

December 24, 2021 – 11:00pm
Traditional Candlelight Service

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116 | Roberts, WI 54023
Church Office: 715-749-3225 | https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
Pastor: pastor@robertsucc.org | Office: secretary@robertsucc.org
Website: http://www.robertsucc.org | YouTube: Roberts Congregational UCC

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.—John 1:9
And so we are once again in the season of Advent; one of the most beloved times of the Christian year,
those four weeks leading up to Christmas. I wonder if we truly stop to think of what all of it means though?
We need to look at three things in order to grasp fully what this season really is.
First the word itself, Advent. By definition it is the “arrival” or “coming” of something notable (person or
thing). Specifically in our setting it is the coming of Christ. Our celebration is about that after all. There are
innumerable books written on this subject with as many ideas as to what this means as there are stars in the sky.
Each one with valid points and ideas. For us today though, being very specific in the wording, “Advent is the
coming of Christ into our world,” and our traditions around celebrating this help us to see more clearly what
that means.
Which leads to the second thing we must look at…our traditions. Advent is broken down into 4 weeks;
week 1 celebrating Hope, week 2 is Peace, week 3 is Love, and week 4 is Joy. Most of us are aware of that
though, because of our tradition of lighting the Advent Candles each week at service. None of this is by
accident though. It has all been thought out very carefully over the life of the church. Each piece has a specific
meaning. There is another part of the tradition, though, which you may not be aware of. When we talk about
the Advent of Christ it is not just about the birth, the first coming of Jesus. It is also about Christ’s second
coming, which timing and what it will look like has long been debated within the Church. This tradition is also
not something which came by accident. It is a long thought out and evolving tradition within our Advent
celebration. The first two weeks are to celebrate the Second Coming of Christ which bring Hope and Peace.
The second two weeks, Love and Joy, are to celebrate Christ’s First Coming into the world, the birth of Jesus.
Finally, there is the tradition of lighting the Advent Candles. This too has a much deeper meaning the tradition
has been developing and evolving. This tradition is two-fold and leads us into the third piece we need to look
at, what does Scripture tell us.
We start with our first two weeks, Hope and Peace. Toward the end of Jesus’ time on earth He reminds us
of his purpose in John 12:46, “I have come as light into the world, so that everyone who believes in me should
not remain in the darkness.” It is for this reason we “light” the candles of Peace and Hope, to remind us of
Christ’s second coming or advent and that it brings peace and hope for all who believe. This is no small thing
as we will soon see. In the second two weeks we celebrate the first coming or Advent of Christ in the birth of
God in human form, Jesus of Nazareth. So, we light the candles of Joy and love reminding us of how we
should live our lives as John tells is in John 1:9, “The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.” The “true light” of God’s desire for our lives here and now, despite what our situations may be or
what the world tells us, was meant to enlighten us ALL! The light (represented by lighting the candles) is the
purpose of the season of Advent.
What does that have to do with here and now as we live though? The first Advent is history, and the second
Advent is an unknown yet to come. As it stands, our here and now is one wrought with not love and joy, but
animosity and uneasiness. The church is seemingly dividing into two courts of conservative and liberal
theologies, both certain their theology is the only “right” way to interpret Scripture and live out a faithful life.
Which is sad and heartbreaking, especially at this time of year. I once heard someone say that what was
important on a headstone was not the beginning date or the ending date, but the dash between them. In other
words, it is about how we live our lives. Are we living them in the celebration of Advent (Hope, Peace, Love,
and Joy) or are we going to live them arguing over human interpretations and understandings? Each of us has
the right to choose what we believe for ourselves. I will take you to one last Scripture which may hold an
answer, John 3:17, which happens to be in Jesus’ living out his faith (the Dash): “Indeed, God did not send the
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” Note that
Jesus says, “…that the WORLD might be saved through him.” It is not about who is right and who is wrong, a
portion of the Light of God exists in us all. It is about understanding our pasts, living in our presents, and
looking toward our futures in the Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy which is brought about by the Advent of the
Christ. Merry Christmas and God’s love be with you all!
—Pastor Burt

COMMUNITY DINNER
Sponsored by Women’s fellowship

Thursday, December 2, 2021
4:30 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.
Menu:

Scalloped Potatoes & Ham
Green Beans & Cole Slaw
Rolls & Assorted Desserts
Coffee & Milk

Adults: $6.00 Children $3.00
Take-out meals are available upon request.
Invite your friends and family for this time of
fellowship. All are welcome!

Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements
are available upon request.
General Fund Financial Summary as of October 31, 2021

Income/Contributions
Match Game
Adopt A Mortgage
Fundraising income
Interest
Total income
Expenses
Transfers from other accounts
Net Activity
Assets

General Accounts
Other bank accounts
Fixed assets
Total Assets

$

$

$

170,291.15
40,174.87
42.43
210,508.45
163,982.18
46,526.27

4,977.77
69,374.76

1,874,642.28
$ 1,948,994.81

Liabilities & Equity
Accrued expenses
Bank mortgage balance
Member mortgage
balances
Total liabilities

$

406.45
629,319.54
150,000.00
779,725.99

Equity

1,169,268.82

Total Liabilites & Equity

$ 1,948,994.81

BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP

Once again, we are using Signup Genius as our Bulletin Sponsor Sign Up
sheet. A new Sign Up has been created for all 2022 worship services. The
cost for sponsoring bulletins is $15 per Sunday. An email invitation to
view and sign up online has been sent out. The direct link is:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4eaba92aa3fac61-2022
**When you have signed up for a Sunday, simply send payment to the
church office and we will get the records updated. Thank you for your
support!
If you prefer, please contact the church office to select the dates you
would like to sponsor. We are happy to offer assistance!

Open Weekly
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9-11:30am
Wednesdays: 6:30-8pm

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
November 4, 2021

Dawn Budrow (Moderator), Toni Williams (Christian Education), Lori Jurek (S.H.I.F.T. and Women’s
Fellowship), Duane Loewel (Deacons), Roger Ray (Trustees), Margie Ricci (Financial), Pastor Burt, and
Connie Mueller (Church Clerk).
Meeting was called to order by Dawn at 6:00 P.M.
Opening Devotions was led by Duane: Colossians 2: 15 “All Hallows’ Eve”
Minutes: October minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Roger to approve the minutes and seconded
by Lori. Motion carried.
Reports:
Women’s Fellowship:
• Met today
• Officers will remain the same next year.
• Funeral committee will remain the same as well.
Christian Education
• Christmas Program preparation continues
• Will be holding an Advent Birthday Party. Contributions, for the gift bags, will be sought from the
congregation with very specific requests. The bags will be packed by the Sunday School children
which will then go to Safe Haven Foster Shop.
Deacons:
• Met November 2
• Stewardship Sunday will be November 14th. Two more testimonials will be given prior to
Stewardship Sunday.
• Preparing for Advent
1. Church cleanup and church decorating will be done on November 27th at 9 A.M.
2. All members and friends are encouraged to come assist
• Annual reports are due to the office by December 15th. The annual meeting will be held on January
16th.
• Nominating Committee will soon be seeking new members for 2022 boards.
S.H.I.F.T
• Meeting on November 8th.
• Will be discussing ways to support THUG Life. It is currently assisting 82 youth. S.H.I.F.T. will
discuss how they might help in providing Christmas for these youth.
• The New Richmond School District has requested 10 Feel Good Kits. Those have been packed and
delivered to the school.

Council Meeting Minutes, continued.
Treasurer
• See the report in the newsletter.
Trustees:
• Continuing to prepare the 2022 budget. Awaiting the final pledges which will impact it.
• No secretary hired at this time.
Pastor:
• Secretary position: A special thank you to Lori Jurek for agreeing to serve as secretary through
Christmas. This allows pastor to focus on Advent/Christmas. The position will be reposted and
interviews for the secretary position will be held after Christmas.
• Pledges have been coming in.
• Asking all to reach out to the visitors who have been in attendance for worship.
Other Discussion:
• None
Next Meeting: December 2nd Duane will lead devotions.
Meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Connie Mueller, Church Clerk

CHRISTMAS CLOTHESLINE
It is that time of year again! A time when we can share our blessings with ones that are less fortunate. Our
Christmas Clothesline has been put up at church. There are a variety of tags hanging on the line. Each one
has a specific gift item listed on it. Pull the tags for any items you’d like to shop for. You are asked to return
the wrapped gift, with the clothesline tag attached, no later than Sunday, December 12. For those who
would like to support this ministry project but are unable to shop, I would be honored to do it for you.
Monetary donations are welcome and will be used to purchase any remaining gifts that are needed. Please
include a gift receipt when purchasing any clothing items. Let me know if you have any questions.
Your friend in Christ,
Nancy Kirouac
715-749-3260
651-269-6103

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEES FOR 2022

Women’s Fellowship meetings are open to all and are held at 3:30 p.m., the first Thursday of the month, with the exception of June
and July. A Community Dinner follows from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.
**Chairperson of the committee needs to be REIMBURSED for expenses beyond food donated
Each committee needs to take home everything they bring. Nothing should be left in the refrigerator. If you cannot serve at your
appointed time, please notify your chairperson. If you are not listed and would like to serve, please contact one of the
Executive Committee members.
Serving Dinner from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Plan food for 50-75 people

Note: Main course must be made at the church –STATE LAW!!

Cookies, Cookies,
Cookies

Advent Project

Our youth are hard at work
preparing for their Christmas
program which will be presented
December 18 at 11am. Following
the program, we will share a
time of celebration with a
Cookies & Coffee Fellowship.

The Sunday School class will be supporting Safe Haven Foster
Shoppe as our birthday gift to Jesus this year. Safe Haven is an
organization that helps support children who have been removed
from their homes. Unfortunately, this often means they have no
personal possessions left. Our goal is to provide 2 Safe Haven
bags – one for a teen boy and another for a teen girl. If you would
like to help us provide this gift, there will be a sign up at church
for the items needed for each bag. Items must be new (with tags)
and returned to the church, unwrapped, no later than December
17. You may also use this SignUpGenius link https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4EABA92AA3FAC61safe
Thank you so much for all the ways you help support the Sunday
school class!

The CE Team is looking for
donations of cookies for the
celebration. If you are interested
in providing some cookies,
please contact Toni Williams.

Safe Haven Foster Shoppe

If you have placed someone on the prayer list, please
update us on how they are currently. If you would like to
add or remove someone, please contact the office at
secretary@robertsucc.org or (715) 749-3225.

Those currently on the Prayer List:
Bobbie Kuhnke
Brian Wille
Mary Frederick
Linda Hall
Terry McKinley
Walt Lamson
Dianne Loewel
Margaret Cave
Larry Graf
The family & friends of Judith Permann



Tracy Grabau
Renate Koch
Donna Lamson
Mandy Clay

Earl Pechuman
Danielle Anderson
Linda Jourdeans
Pat & Michelle Kamm

The family & friends of Brian Weiss

Those serving on active Military duty.
Those serving our state & community in Law Enforcement

Cole
Justin
Anthony
Cecil
Mandy
Daniel
Melanie
Nancee
Dianne
Burt
Trudy
Presley
Keith
Aidan
David
Rylee

Delander
Johnson
Jurek
Brighton
Clay
Frye
Robelia
Hurlburt
Loewel
Williams
Hinkel
Dull
Logas
Hansen
Lindquist
Muller

December 01
December 02
December 02
December 03
December 03
December 03
December 04
December 05
December 05
December 06
December 07
December 12
December 12
December 16
December 16
December 17

Brian
Emma
Shawn
Scarlett
Grant
Jeremy
Janice
Adam
Luke
Adele
Don
Mike
Camryn

December 01
December 02
December 03
December 13
December 31

December 18
December 19
December 19
December 20
December 21
December 22
December 22
December 22
December 22
December 27
December 28
December 29
December 30

Happy
Birthday!

Happy
Anniversary!
Carol & Terry McKinley
Daniel & Megan Frye
Mike & Pamela Kamm
Dave & Roxie Hatch
Donna & Wayne Hadley

Wille
Delander
Vorwald
Logas
Gooding
Bazille
Kuschel
Nelson
Vorwald
Ament
Graf
Kamm
Kramer

18 years
31 years
32 years
51 years
40 years

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

6:00pm Disciples
Together
6:30pm Bell Choir

5

10:00am Worship with
Holy Communion
10:00am Sunday School

2

Thu

3:30pm Women’s
Fellowship
4:30pm Community
Dinner
6:00pm Church Council

3

Fri

4

6

7

8

9

10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

6:00pm Deacons

6:00pm Disciples
Together
6:30pm Bell Choir

Sat

Scrip orders due

12

10:00am Worship
6:30 SHIFT @ Nancy K’s 6:00pm Trustees
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am CE
Scrip orders due

19

10:00am Worship
10:00am Sunday School
11:00am PPRC

6:30pm Bell Choir

5:00pm SHIFT @ Grace
Place

ANNUAL MEETING
REPORTS DUE

20

21

22

23

24

25

28

29

30

31

Upcoming:

6:30pm Bell Choir

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

26

10:00am Worship
10:00am Sunday School
Scrip orders due

27

10:00am Christmas
Program Practice
11:00am Christmas
Program
12:00pm Cookie Fellowship

4:30pm Family Oriented
Worship Service
11:00pm Candlelight
Worship Service

New Year’s Eve

January 16 – ANNUAL
MEETING

