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Connections
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.

Welcome

Welcome to Roberts
Congregational United Church of
Christ, which is part of an historic
mainline Protestant
denomination. We are the church
of the "still speaking God" that
believes we should never place a
period where God has placed a
comma. Roberts UCC is familycentered and bible-grounded. We
embrace openness for all God’s
children, celebrate diversity and
put love in practice. Here you will
find a gracious welcome where
judgment is left at the front door
and God’s grace is
experienced. We invite you to
worship and experience a
message that will touch your soul,
or attend one of our fellowship
events to experience a hospitality
that will warm your heart.

WHAT IS THE POWER OF PRAYER?
When the disciples walked the earth with Jesus, they had the privilege of being able
to ask him any question they wanted. (We have that same privilege as well.) But of
all the things that they asked Jesus, one of the things that sticks out above the others
is when they asked him to teach them to pray.
What is the power of prayer? How can prayer bring a person back to life? How can it
heal the sick? How does prayer comfort those who are anxious or sinking into the
depths of depression? Why do Christians pray for their future spouses or pray prayers
of protection over their children as they send them off to school? How can prayer
impact those who don’t know Jesus or help in a time of crisis like a pandemic?
The answer is found in one pivotal scripture. In Matthew 18:18-20, Jesus tells us
about the power of prayer when he said,
“Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, if two of
you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in
heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”
There are dozens of real-life accounts in the Bible where Jesus and other disciples
battled in prayer. God shut the heavens and prevented rain from falling for three years
at Elijah’s request. He parted the red sea for Moses to lead His people through. He
cast out demons; Jesus healed the sick and gave sight to the blind, and, on more than
one occasion, raised people from the dead, like Lazarus.
Do we realize the power we have available to us when we take our authority in prayer?
If we did, we would be praying in Jesus’ name more. There would be no such thing
as doubt, fear, or anxiety because we would be on our faces before God, storming
the heavenly realms in battle with the darkness and evil forces in our world.
…Continued on page 4
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
ARE WE THERE YET?
We know that the whole creation has been groaning
as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present
time.
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption
of our bodies.
For in this hope, we were saved. But hope that is
seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they
already have?
But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait
for it patiently.
—Romans 8:22-25
ARE WE THERE YET?
"Are we there yet?" The most dreaded phrase of a
long trip! Everyone who has ever taken a trip with
children has heard that phrase over and over from
either a bored or excited child. So, along the way we
try to find ways to distract the child(ren) by playing
games and directing their attention to things which
might capture their imagination, if even for a little
while.
I talked with a rather ingenuitive parent once who
even printed out a map, showed the child the route
they were going to take, and highlighted landmarks
along the way in hopes that it would make the trip
easier for the child to take. The idea backfired. The
question, “Are we there yet?” came up for every
landmark. On top of that, the child didn't understand
many of the symbols on the map, which the father
couldn't understand from the child's description, and
the child became more frustrated because he wasn't
getting the answers he was looking for.
As a Christian I have often wanted a road map and in
a way have been given one in the Bible.
Unfortunately, I don't understand all the symbols
(passages and their meanings); and even when I pray
about it (asking my Father in Heaven), I'm not truly
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sure I do a good job describing what I'm REALLY
asking about. I have an idea of the destination, but
I've never been there so I'm not sure of the route. I
get excited sometimes and at other times I get bored
stiff! Along the way God is able to distract my
attention for moments as I notice the beauty of the
scenery around me or get busy with any number of
tasks suggested to me to occupy my time here on
earth. There are times when I sing songs and times of
quiet reflection. Yet I'm impatient and the question
always returns..."Are we there yet?"
I have to give praise to our ever-patient God though.
The journey is one I'm thankful to be on, and just like
every other CHILD I need to be patient and enjoy the
hills and the valleys, the sunny days and the storms.
I need to be thankful that whatever happens God is at
the wheel and knows not only the destination, but the
route to get me there!
Still the question arises..."Are we there yet?"
May your journey today be filled with sunshine, the
windows open, and the wind blowing in. May you
find wonderful landscapes to look at and your heart
filled with songs of praise. May you ask the question
and hear God answer, "Not yet, but you're going to
love it when we get there!"

Peace and God Bless,
Pastor Burt
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RUMMAGE SALE THANK YOU
A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who helped
make our Spring Rummage Sale a success. We
took in $1,530.00 between the rummage sale
and lunch. We are transferred $1,500 to the
general fund to be used at their discretion.
A special thanks to all our dedicated workers, all
of our contributors and all our shoppers. This
sale couldn’t happen without all of you. Mark
your calendars for our Fall sale on September
23rd and 24th, 2022.
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GOOD NEIGHBOR DAYS
WORSHIP IN THE PARK
Sunday, June 5, 2022 at 9:00 am

Ecumenical Service with Cross Lutheran Church.
Our usual worship services will be suspended for this
Sunday, (no in-person at the church or online worship
for this particular Sunday), and our normal scheduled
communion will be held the next Sunday, June 12th.
We look forward to seeing as many of you with our
brothers and sisters from Cross Lutheran Church!

PARADE INFORAMTION – NO FLOAT

No parade float this year; please join us in the park for
service at 9:00 am and enjoy this time with your family.

BOY SCOUTS THANK YOU
A special thank you goes to the Roberts &
Hammond Communities in support of the
Roberts Food Pantry. Through your generous
contributions, 690 lbs. of food were donated to
the pantry on April 30th along with several cash
donations.
This could and would not have happened without
the service of Boy Scout Pack 161, under the
leadership of Raena DePerry & Chris Koss. In
spite of hard rain, these young men worked
tirelessly to organize, gather, & assist in sorting
of the donations. Again, so many thanks go out
to all that helped.

SUNDAY FUNDAY POTLUCK AND PLAY
The CE team would like to invite you to join us on
Sunday, July 10th for a Sunday Funday Potluck
immediately after service.
Lemonade, milk and coffee will be provided. After
you enjoy the bountiful table of goodies, take some
time to let the littles enjoy the playground, bring bean
bags or another beloved outdoor activity, or just sit in
some shade and visit. We hope you will join us for a
time of good food, fellowship and fun!

ROBERTS
Food Pantry

Giving hope to our neighbors
OPEN WEEKLY
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9:00 -11:30 am
Wednesdays
6:30 - 8:00 pm

ITEMS NEEDED
Syrup / Pancake Mixes
Egg Noodles
Jell-O / Pudding
Any Paper Products
Laundry Soap
Grocery Bags
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Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial
statements are available upon request.
General Fund Financial Summary as of April 30, 2022
Statement of Activity

Income/Contributions
Facility use income
Fundraising income
Interest
Total income
Expenses
Transfers from other accounts
Net Activity

$

$

61,112.21
700.00
2,825.91
0.55
64,638.67
61,399.64
7,000.00
10,239.03

POWER OF PRAYER continued

So, what exactly is the power of prayer? The power of
prayer isn’t in the words you utter. It’s not about what you
pray or even how you pray. Prayer can be defined as talking
to God, but it is much more than that. Prayer is an act of
worship that glorifies God and reinforces our need for Him.
Through living a life of prayer, we communicate with the
very source of and purpose for our existence.
It is our fiercest weapon against the enemy and all things in
this fallen world.
When we ask God to give us a love for our neighbors, he
does. When we ask for patience, he begins to tend to our
hearts, uprooting areas of impatience and then provides
opportunity to practice patience. When we ask him to be
near to us, his presence sweeps in and surrounds us like a
cozy blanketed embrace filled with his peace and strength.
Even when we lack faith or have very little faith. Sometimes
learning to trust God with our prayers is like being a toddler.
We wobble, waver and fall. But he doesn’t chastise us.
Instead, he encourages us to get back up and try again with
his hands held out as he says, “Because of your little faith,”
He told them. “For I assure you: If you have faith the size of
a mustard seed, you will tell this mountain, ‘Move from here
to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for
you”

Statement of Financial Position
Assets
General Accounts
Other bank accounts
Fixed assets
Total Assets

$

2,931.70
71,238.49
1,874,642.28
$ 1,948,812.47

Liabilities & Equity
Accrued expenses
Bank mortgage balance
Member mortgage balances
Total liabilities
Equity
Total Liabilities & Equity

SCRIP

$

1,463.91
602,168.76
150,000.00
753,632.67
1,195,179.80
$ 1,948,812.47

CHANGES

SCRIP has changed their name from ShopWithScrip to
RaiseRight™
WHAT TO EXPECT
Shop.ShopWithScrip.com website will now be
RaiseRight.com. Don’t worry they have redirect links in
place to make sure you get to the right place
WHAT DOESN’T CHANGE
What will not change is every purchased made online
or order form filled out at church and placed in the order
box will raise money for our Roberts UCC.
BONUS PURCHASES
You’ll still have the opportunity to purchase gift cards with
“bonus rewards”. Each month RaiseRight will announce
featured gift cards that will help earn the church more of a
rebate. These are printed off by the RaiseRight box as
well.
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MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
May 5, 2022
Dawn Budrow (Moderator), Lori Jurek (S.H.I.F.T. and Women’s Fellowship), Tony Jurek (Trustees), Duane
Loewel (Deacons), and Connie Mueller (Church Clerk).
Meeting was called to order by Dawn at 6:00 P.M.
Meeting opening was led by Duane. Council was given an “Opening Quiz.”
If you have questions regarding the campaign, call
the office
at 715-749-3225
or email Pastor
at that she made an error in not listing Duane as having
Minutes:
April
minutes were reviewed.
ConnieBurt
noted
Pastor@robertsucc.or
attended the April meeting. Motion was made by Lori to approve the minutes with the correction and seconded by
Tony. Motion carried.
REPORTS:
S.H.I.F.T
• No meeting this month
Women’s Fellowship:
• Met today
• There will be no monthly meetings or dinners during the months of June and July.
• Rummage sale brought in over $1500.00.
• Voted to donate $1500.00 to the general fund.
Christian Education:
• Vacation Bible School will be held from June 26-29. (6 to 8 P.M.) The theme is Deep Sea Mission.
• Served cake, fruit, and punch for fellowship following confirmation.
• GND float: Tony Jurek has agreed to pull the float. Toni is having banners made and Danielle will make
the lettering.
• Summer Sunday School will be held on July 10 and August 14.
S.H.I.F.T
• No meeting this month
Trustees:
• Summit for Fire Management will be conducting the first inspection in June.
• Fund Raising Committee is being formed for the purpose of generating funds for projects such as repaving
the driveway, ceiling and lighting improvements, redoing floors, or paying down the church mortgage.
• The trustees will be reviewing the current policies that relate to all board members.
Treasurer:
• See newsletter for the report.
Deacons:
• Have not met since April 5th.
Pastor:
• Lenten services went well.
• Lenten Study has completed.
• Five new members joined and three youth were confirmed and joined our church family.
• June 5th, there will be an Ecumenical Service at 9 A.M. in the park. We will be worshipping with Cross
Lutheran.
• New people have been visiting on Sunday mornings. A reminder to all, please wear your name tag.
Other Business:
• Question: Has anything been set up for Spring Clean Up.
Next Meeting: June 2, Lori will lead the opening.
Meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted, Connie Mueller, Church Clerk

5

ROBERTS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

JUNE 2022

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
MISSION: DEEP SEA

JUNE 26-29, 2022, 6:00-8:00PM
Hey families! We are just a couple months away
from our summer VBS! We can’t wait to see how this
summer grows your kid’s connection with God and
with others.

FATHER’S DAY
JUNE 19, 2022

To all the dads, dad figures, and everyone in between, we
are thankful for you! To those on this day that carry a
heavy heart we are praying with you.
The righteous man walks in his integrity; His children are
blessed after Him. Proverbs 20:7

Once again, this year, we will only be providing
snacks during our time rather than meals
before. While we understand it isn’t always feasible,
we do highly encourage parents to join us for the fun
each night as we believe family involvement is a key
part of our children’s faith journey.
Registration forms are available at the church or can
be emailed upon request. The cost will be $10 per
child or $25 per family of 3 or more children. Please
let us know if you have any questions by emailing
Toni Williams at drtonidc@gmail.com. See you
soon! Registration due by June 12
SCHEDULE
June 26: People can help my faith grow deeper.
June 27: My faith grows deeper when I use my gifts.
June 28: My faith grows deeper when I spend time
with God.
June 29: My faith grows deeper when I share my
story.

Father's Day was first officially celebrated in 1966 (in the
US). There is a debate about who is responsible for it.
Some say it was Sonora Dodd, who began campaigning
for a Father's Day celebration in 1910 after being raised
by a single father after her mother died in childbirth.
Others say it was Grace Golden Clayton who pioneered
Father's Day in 1908 after 360 men in her community
were killed in a mining explosion, and she insisted the
children should have a time to remember their fathers.
WE ARE THANKFUL
God, we are grateful and thankful for all wonderful dads
here at Roberts UCC you have worked through them to
teach us and guide us; to be an example to us of faith and
perseverance. We see your spirit in them, in their
joyfulness and grace, in their selfless compassion, in their
unconditional love. You have filled their minds, with
wisdom and patience, you have shown us Your love, by
giving them nurturing hearts; so we thank you God for all
the wonderful dads. We ask you to Bless them, not just
today but everyday.
Psalm 103:13: "As a father has compassion on his
children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear
him."
Proverbs 22:6: "Start children off on the way they should
go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it."
2 Samuel 7:14-15: "I will be a father to him, and he'll be a
son to me.
Jesus can bring life in all its fullness and that God is our
perfect father. Happy Father’s Day!
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SPECIAL COLLECTION
We will be doing a special collection the last 3 Sundays of June (June 12th, 19th, and 26th) for Vladimir Foreman
(Ted) who is doing missionary work in the Ukraine. Many of you may remember Ted from a few years back. Ted
was a part of Operation Christmas Child and had come to visit and speak with the congregation. Ted is originally
from the Ukraine but was adopted and brought to the States through Operation Christmas Child. Since Ted has felt
called to go back to the Ukraine to help. During his time there everything broke out with Russia, and he has chosen
to stay to help those who are in need (of which there are many).
We are trying to raise some money to get to him through friends here in the Minnesota where he would have direct
access to the funds for the things they need. If you are able and willing to help, checks can be made out and sent
to the church making sure to put “Mission to Ukraine” in the Memo line (or cash can be brought directly to the church)
and once the collection is done, we will get the funds to those who are helping Ted to continue this ministry in a time
of war and pain. Thanks in advance for all who able to give and please keep the prayers going for Ted and his wife
as well as those who are suffering in the Ukraine.
UPDATE FROM TED:
Hey y’all, Another update. As always, my heart is still heavy and breaks for Ukraine. Things in Ukraine are still very
terrible despite what the media says. Many Ukrainians are returning back as media continues to be optimistic.
Please be praying for people of Ukraine, their safety, that they would have some work and food. In many regions
that have been freed there’s much destroyed property, fuel shortages, lack of work and as a result people have little
food to eat.
I praise God that there are many who are trying to help. This past week I met a great brother who lives in kiev region
and who along with his church deliver food to places that had been previously occupied. They are able to bless with
food but most importantly share the spiritual food and share the Gospel. A big need was diesel fuel. So we located
a 1000 tank and bought one in 24 hours (huge blessing). Then we delivered it to the border where we transferred it
to Vitaliy’s van who drove like 600 km to get it. This fuel will give them the ability to continue delivering help to those
in need.
From my last post you also may remember we went to see our orphans, It was such a blessed time. We brought
them back packs as they requested them to keep their things organized. And brought some sweets. We talked about
the creation of the world and how God made us in his image and for a relationship with him and we talked about
how Jesus showed us that love. They then drew the story of creation. We talked and played with them, we also
prayed for Ukraine and encouraged the staff people who are watching after them.
Continue to keep these precious children in your prayers.
One day we drove to visit some friends who are refugees. We took the mom Sasha and her son Miron to a zoo. It
was a great time of fellowship and encouraging them. Yesterday our car registration finally came woot woot!
Tomorrow we will be going to load up humanitarian aid to go to Kiev region. Then Saturday we will go and take it
to the border. On Tuesday we plan to begin our trip to Moldova as we will be gathering supplies there to take to
our odessa region partners.
I often am bummed that our ministry is so not standard, requiring many miles in the car ( this is hard on my wife );
But I’m reminded that kind of like when I was an orphan and received an operation Christmas child box it was a
tangible gift that paved a road for me to then later on discovering the fullness of Gods love and the gospel. Please
pray for us, for perseverance and strength in ministry and that God will use our efforts for his glory.

7

ROBERTS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Prayer

LIST

Brian Wille
Mary Frederick
Terry McKinley
Audrey Ackley
Terry Dull
Forman Family

Tracy Grabau
Linda Hall
Walt Lamson
Nancy Hansen
Mark Clay
Roene Frederick
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Earl Pechuman
Danielle Anderson
Donna Lamson
Bridget McConnell
Janice Kuschel
Wanda Hopkins

Eric Wangen
Terry Nygaard
Linda Jourdeans
Joe Fetzer
Friends & Family of Larry Graf

All those serving active in the Military and those serving our state & community in law enforcement.
If you have placed someone on the prayer list, please keep us current on their situation. If you would like to add
to remove someone, please contact the office at 715.749.3225 or secretary@robertsucc.org

Monthly

CELEBRATIONS
Meghan Ament
Reanna Gullixson
Kyle Hoyer
Adelaide Korn
Quinn Rogers
Tyler Ackley
Conner Hansen
Eldon Myer
Charlotte Hansen
Fran Hall

June 01
June 02
June 04
June 06
June 09
June 10
June 10
June 10
June 11
June 12

McKenzie Budrow
Carol McKinley
James Cave
Judy Snoeyenbos
Patty Johnson
Olivia Adrian
Marcy Sain
Anne Loewel
Carol Morgen
Joe Sain
Kelsey Jurek
Gloria Myer

June 4th
Dan & Beth Rogers
June 5th
John & Jane Bond
June 9th
Doug & Audrey Ackley
June 14th
David & Cheryl Lindquist
Burt & Toni Williams
June 18th
Bill & Margaret Cave

June 14
June 17
June 18
June 20
June 21
June 23
June 23
June 24
June 26
June 27
June 28
June 29

June 20th
Richard & Natilee McDonald
Eldon & Gloria Myer
June 21th
Bob & Margie Ricci
June 22nd
Ross & Ashley Stone
June 30th
Karl & Tiana Kristensen
Joe & Cindy Schultz
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Sun

Mon

Tue

JUNE 2022

1

Wed

2

Thu

3:30 pm Women’s
Fellowship

3

Fri

4

Sat

NEXT Community Dinner
in AUGUST

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

JULY:

LOOK AHEAD:
October 1st
9-11am Feed My
Starving Children

Good Neighbors Day
9:00 am Worship in Park

6:00pm Deacons
Meeting

1:00pm Parade

12

10:00 am Worship
Communion
11:15am Fellowship

6:30pm SHIFT meeting

5:00pm SHIFT at Grace’s
Place

RaiseRight Due
VBS registration due

FATHER’S DAY
10:00 am Worship
11:15am Fellowship

10:00 am Worship
11:15am Fellowship

Newsletter Due
6:00pm CE Mtg

VBS

6:30pm Trustee

VBS

VBS

Quarterly Giving
Statements Due

65th Anniversary of
the United Church
of Christ

RaiseRight Due
VBS

May the Lord bless you and keep you
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