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Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THE KIND OF SORROW WE NEED 
 

The picture of God as a shepherd is a familiar one in the pages of scripture. The prophet Isaiah 
said of God, “He will feed his flock like a shepherd. He will carry the lambs in his arms, holding 
them close to his heart. He will gently lead the mother sheep with their young” (Isaiah 40:11). 
 
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep” (John 
10:11 ). And the apostle Peter wrote, “For you were like sheep going astray, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls” (1 Peter 2:25). 
 
Isaiah also said, “All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow 
our own” (53:6). We love the picture of God as a shepherd. We like the idea of being sheep. 
We imagine a peaceful pastoral scene of a shepherd keeping watch over his flock. What a 
beautiful picture of humanity. 
 
In reality, being compared to sheep isn’t something we should feel good about. The Bible likens 
us to sheep for a simple reason: sheep are incredibly stupid and need constant care. They tend 
to wander and get into trouble. They are vulnerable and defenseless animals that require more 
attention than any other kind of livestock. 
 
ROLES OF THE SHEPHERD AND SHEEP 
In his book “A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23,” W. Philip Keller, who was a shepherd for a time, 
pointed out, “Because of their very makeup, it is almost impossible for [sheep] to be made to 
lie down unless four requirements are met… There must be a definite sense of freedom from 
fear, tension, aggravations, and hunger.” 
 
Keller goes on to say that it is only the shepherd who can provide the very relief from these 
anxieties. After all, who can forget David’s words in Psalm 23, when he compares his 
relationship to God to that of a shepherd and a sheep? He said, “The Lord is my shepherd; I 
shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. 
He restores my soul” (verses 1–3). 

 

…Continued on page 4 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Connections 

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ 
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116  |  Roberts, WI 54023 
Church Office: 715-749-3225  |  https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC 
Pastor: pastor@robertsucc.org   |   Office: secretary@robertsucc.org  
Website: http://www.robertsucc.org    |    YouTube: Roberts Congregational UCC 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Welcome 
Welcome to Roberts 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ, which is part of an historic 
mainline Protestant 
denomination. We are the church 
of the "still speaking God" that 
believes we should never place a 
period where God has placed a 
comma. Roberts UCC is family-
centered and bible-grounded. We 
embrace openness for all God’s 
children, celebrate diversity and 
put love in practice. Here you will 
find a gracious welcome where 
judgment is left at the front door 
and God’s grace is 
experienced.  We invite you to 
worship and experience a 
message that will touch your soul, 
or attend one of our fellowship 
events to experience a hospitality 
that will warm your heart. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
mailto:pastor@robertsucc.org
mailto:secretary@robertsucc.org
http://www.robertsucc.org/
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
VACATION SEASON 
And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for 
man, not man for the Sabbath. 
—Mark 2:27 
 
SABBATH 
We have hit that time of year when the weather gets 
nice, and we begin to take some time for ourselves 
to recoup and enjoy the gifts God has given us and 
this is as it should be.  All that God created is meant 
for us to enjoy and we must do so while we are able 
and the time is right for it.  Jesus often took time to 
go away and just be.  More importantly he reminds 
us in our passage above that we were not made for 
the Sabbath, but the Sabbath was made for us.  This 
is an extremely important concept for us to 
understand.   
 
The Sabbath, the time of rest with our God, is a gift 
given to us and so we should treat it as such.  Our 
time of recouping and enjoying the gifts God has 
given us is so important to our staying healthy 
physically, mentally, and spiritually.  We all need 
time for these areas in our lives to be rejuvenated 
and as we do, we are better able to work and serve 
when we come back.  This was God’s plan from the 
beginning.  I even often challenge people to find a 
place to worship while they are on vacation.  Go, see 
what others are doing.  Is there something you 
particularly enjoyed?  Bring it back to us and share 
it.  Maybe, it is something new which will help to 
enrich our faith journeys.  Maybe what you 
experience is not your cup of tea.  This is good as 
well.  It helps us to appreciate what we have here.  
This practice also helps us to expand our own 
spiritual development. 
 
Another piece to this is it helps us remember who 
has given us these gifts we have and our necessity 
to say thank you.  I have met many pastors who 
dread the summer months because attendance and 
giving are down over the vacation season.  I am not 
one of those pastors.  Of course, I would like to see 
our numbers stay exactly the same or go up.  Yet, I 
know the necessity of recharging and enjoying what 
God has given us.  Otherwise, there would be no 
need for pastors to have vacations and sabbaticals 

as well.  Beyond that, I know that people are going 
to return and our numbers will once again be more 
and more full.  We will once again get busy with the 
work God has for us.  It is not that ministry stops.  It 
is just that we live in an area were this is the best 
time to vacation. 
 
REACHING OUT 
That being said, ministry does not stop.  We are still 
reaching out to others, having events, holding 
services.  We continue to need to meet our budgets, 
so we are available for those who need us.  Every 
summer we seem to hit one of those spots where we 
need to ask for a little extra help from all of you.  This 
year that spot is now.  We have had some 
unforeseen expenses and repairs which have 
needed to take care of (needing to fix two of our 
furnaces, some pest control issues, etc) as well as 
having hit our end of second quarter which has our 
typical quarterly expenses.  All of these have put us 
at a shortfall for this quarter of about $10,000.00.  
Your generosity so far this year has been great.  We 
thank you for that.  I know for many of us the rising 
costs of just about everything has put a crunch on 
some of our discretionary cashflow.  Hopefully, even 
with the times, you will be able to see your way clear 
to help us out in this time of need.  All help you are 
able to give is greatly appreciated. 
 
It is a time for celebrating, enjoy the gifts of God, and 
giving in thanks and praise!  God has granted us 
times of vacations and respite, times to heal and 
rejuvenate.  I am praying that you are all having a 
marvelous summer filled with adventures and 
memories made as you take full advantage of the 
gifts God has blessed you with! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Peace and God Bless, 
Pastor Burt 
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BLOOD DRIVE 
HELP SAVE A LIFE 
 
Wednesday, July 20, 2022 at 2:00 – 7:00pm 
Ecumenical Service with Cross Lutheran Church. 
 
The most common type of donation, during which 
approximately a pint of 'whole blood' is given. This 
type of blood donation usually takes about an 
hour. 
 
POWER RED 
A Power Red donation collects the red cells but 
returns most of the plasma and platelets to the 
donor. These donors must meet specific eligibility 
requirements and have type A Neg, B Neg, or O 
blood. 
 
DID YOU KNOW 

• Every 2 seconds someone needs blood. 
• 1 in 7 hospital patients needs blood. 
• Blood makes up about 8% of the human 

body. 
• A liver transplant recipient needs approx. 45 

units of red blood cells, plasma and 
platelets. 

• Heart surgery patients may need 7 units of 
red blood cells and platelets. 

• A marrow transplant recipient needs up to 
45 units of red blood cells and platelets. 

• Trauma victims can need up to 50 units of 
red blood cells, and platelets and plasma. 

• Sickle cell anemia patients need 2 – 10 
units of red blood cells per treatment. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INDENPENCE DAY – JULY 4 2022 
 
Independence Day is without a doubt one of the 
greatest celebrations in our nation.  It brings out deep 
expressions of patriotism among the people citizens 
and non-citizens.   
 
We celebrate the greatest nation in the world!  We 
remember those who fought for freedom and stood up 
to the mighty British.  We celebrate those that have 
fought for freedom ever since.  We celebrate those 
men and women who are protecting our freedom right 
now! 
 
We celebrate FREEDOM!  Without question, America 
is the most free nation on the globe.  It is also the most 
prosperous and wealthy nation.  It truly is the land of 
the free and the home of the brave. 
 
God has blessed this nation abundantly ever since its 
inception.  Some will argue as to when that took place 
actually; however, it is clear that all those that came to 
North America in the early 1600s had something very 
important in mind.  It was religious freedom! 
 
Psalm 33:12 Blessed is the Nation whose God is the 
Lord. 
 

ROBERTS
Food Pantry
Giving hope to our neighbors

OPEN WEEKLY 
Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 

9:00 -11:30 am  
 

Wednesdays 
6:30 - 8:00 pm 

ITEMS NEEDED 
Syrup / Pancake Mixes 

Egg Noodles 
Jell-O / Pudding 

Any Paper Products 
Laundry Soap 
Grocery Bags 
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Statement of Activity  Statement of Financial Position 
Income/Contributions  $        78,053.62  Assets 

Facility use income 
                      

1,120.00   General Accounts  $          3,956.77 
Fundraising income 3,207.36   Other bank accounts            70,599.86  

Interest                       0.55  Fixed assets      1,874,642.28  
Total income           82,381.53  Total Assets  $  1,949,198.91  

Expenses           74,940.31     
Transfers from other accounts              9,000.00   Liabilities & Equity 

Net  Activity  $          16,441.22   Accrued expenses  $              944.02 

   Bank mortgage balance          597,552.35  

   Member mortgage balances          150,000.00 

   Total liabilities       748,496.37  

   Equity      1,200,702.54  

   Total Liabilities & Equity  $  1,949,198.91  
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial 
statements are available upon request.  

General Fund Financial Summary as of May 31, 2022 
 

THE KIND OF SORROW continued 
Only the person who says, “The Lord is my shepherd” can then 
say, “I shall not want.” When the Lord is not your shepherd, you 
always will want something. It isn’t wrong to want certain things in 
life, but the reason we want that something or someone is 
because we are trying to fill a void inside that God wants to fill.  
Yet our natural tendency, like sheep, is to go astray. 
 
In Luke 15, Jesus tells a parable in which He portrays God as a 
shepherd seeking a lost sheep. He said, “If a man has a hundred 
sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he do? Won’t he leave 
the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go to search for the 
one that is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he will 
joyfully carry it home on his shoulders” (verses 4–5). 
 
This is clearly a picture of God, our good shepherd, searching for 
us. Our natural tendency, like sheep, is to go astray. And despite 
our shepherd’s constant, loving, compassionate care, we wander 
around because we think the grass is always greener somewhere 
else. 
 
Even when we go astray, what does our shepherd do? He goes 
after us until He finds us. Once He has forgiven you, even if you 
go astray, He won’t let you go. He will go after you, calling you 
back to repentance. 
 
It would have made sense if Jesus had said, “And when he has 
found the sheep, he drags it back, swatting it with his rod.”  
Instead, Jesus said the shepherd “will joyfully carry it home on his 
shoulders.” That is a picture of affection. The shepherd brings 
back the tired, worn out, malnourished, and thirsty sheep. 
 
This is a beautiful picture of God carrying us, even when we have 
fallen. David wrote, “Save your people! Bless Israel, your special 

possession. Lead them like a shepherd and carry them in your 
arms forever” (Psalm 28:9).The Lord has promised not only to do 
this in your youth, but also to the end of your life. He said, “I will 
be your God throughout your lifetime – until your hair is white with 
age. I made you, and I will care for you. I will carry you along and 
save you” (Isaiah 46:4). 
 
Jesus concluded his parable by saying, “There is more joy in 
heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than 
over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed 
away!” (Luke 15:7).  Notice that Jesus said, “one lost sinner.” One 
person is important to God. And it brings joy to Him when a lost 
person comes to repentance. 
 
THE MEANING OF REPENTANCE 
The word “repent” means regretting something or being sorry for 
it. The kind of sorrow that a lot of people feel over their sin is 
sadness over the consequences of what they’ve done wrong. But 
when those consequences are gone, they’ll go back and do it 
again.  That is not the kind of sorrow we need. We need the kind 
of sorrow that the Bible says will lead us to repentance. If our 
hearts are broken, then our behavior will be broken. 
 
I think there are a lot of people going to church who think they are 
Christians, but they have never repented. They are still doing 
things they are not supposed to be doing. Have you truly repented 
of your sin?  Maybe you’ve been like the wandering sheep in the 
parable that Jesus told. You’ve been looking for fulfillment. But 
until you say, “The Lord is my shepherd,” you never will say, “I 
shall not want.” 
There is nothing this world offers that will satisfy that deep void 
inside—nothing, that is, except a relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ. 
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If you have questions regarding the campaign, call 
the office at 715-749-3225 or email Pastor Burt at 
Pastor@robertsucc.or 
 
  

      
                  

                   
                   

                      
            

Dawn Budrow (Moderator),  Lori Jurek (S.H.I.F.T. and Women’s Fellowship), Tony Jurek (Trustees), Duane Loewel 
(Deacons), and Connie Mueller (Church Clerk).   
 
Meeting was called to order by Duane at 6:00 P.M. 
 
Meeting opening was led by Lori.   “Roses, Thorns, and Buds.” 
 
Minutes:  May minutes were reviewed.   Motion was made by Lori to approve the minutes and seconded by Duane.   Motion 
carried. 
 
REPORTS: 
S.H.I.F.T 

• Meeting:  June 13th.  Serving Grace Place on June 16th. 
• “Feed My Starving Children.”  Signed up to work at 9 A.M. on October 1.  Have signed up 10 for workers. 

Women’s Fellowship:  
• No meeting or community dinner this month or in July. 
• Wisconsin Public Health will be conducting a kitchen inspection on August 4th during the Community Dinner.  These 

are required of all licensed kitchens in the state. 
Christian Education:  

• Vacation Bible School decoration day June 25th at 9 A.M.  Will have donation cards if anyone would like to help with 
snack supplies. 

• Summer Sunday School will be held on July 10 and August 14. These Sunday Fun Days will include a potluck picnic 
and games.  If any other board/team members would like to join in hosting this, CE would love the help. 

• Considering bringing back Trunk or Treat the Saturday or Sunday before Halloween.   Will talk to local groups to see if 
they have interest in making this a community event. 

Trustees: 
• Pastor Burt shared video entitled “Gaps.” 
• No float will be in the Good Neighbor Day parade. 
• Discussed the CD’s that are currently part of the Memorial Fund. 
• Instead of a clean-up day, time will be spent on several areas in the church that need sorting reorganizing. 

Treasurer: 
• See newsletter for the report. 

Deacons:  
• Sending out letter regarding membership.  It will be sent out with the quarterly statements.  Asking for a response by 

the end of July. 
• Will be discussing working with the Board of CE on the Sunday Fun Day activities. 

Pastor:   
• Sonya Jansma has agreed to start a Fund-Raising Committee.  If you are interested in working on this committee, 

contact Sonya or Pastor Burt. 
• Thank you to Jenny Korn for agreeing to serve on the Christian Education Board.   
• Trends in attendance are good in comparison to the last couple of years. 
• Rob MacDougal, our Associate Conference Minister, will be retiring at the end of this calendar year. 

Other Business: 
• Discussion:  Sonya requested considering a 9am service, rather than a 10:00, in hopes of increasing attendance.  

The Deacons will discuss posing a question to everyone through the letter being mailed out the end of June regarding 
a change in time. 

• Discussed the July meeting.  It was decided to not have a July Council Meeting.  Instead of the meeting, all council 
members are to submit a report any time between now and July 6th regarding board updates.  Connie will send out the 
report on July 7th (which would have been the date for the regular council meeting). 

Next Meeting: August 4  Tony will lead the opening.   September 8 will be the date for the Sept. Council. 
 
Meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Connie Mueller,  Church Clerk 

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

June 2, 2022 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
MISSION: DEEP SEA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNE 26-29, 2022, 6:00-8:00PM 
Hey families, we had 23 kiddos signed up and attend 
the 2022 VBS this year!  
 
What an amazing time we had – watch for a recap 
of the event in upcoming bulletins and newsletter.  
 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY FUNDAY! 
SAVE THE DATE 
JULY 10: Join us Sunday, July 10th for a Sunday 
Funday potluck and picnic immediately following 
service!  Bring bean bags or another game to share 
with your church family, or sit and have fun 
catching up with friends. We hope you will join us 
for some good food, good fellowship and good fun! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH AUCTION 
SAVE THE DATE 
August 17, 2022 
4:00 pm:  Bake Sale & Food Stand open  
5:00 pm:  Live auction begins.  
 
ITEMS NEEDED FOR DONATION 
*Hand-crafted Quilt 
*Blocks of GOLD! (butter) 
*Garden Goodies 
*Theme Baskets 
*Gift cards to many local restaurants 
*New and gently used treasures 
*And much more! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTICE  
COMMUNITY DINNER FOOD PREP 
INFORMATION 
On August 4th we will be having a kitchen 
inspection.  We have been informed that we have 
not been complying to all the licensing rules.  In the 
future whenever we are serving meals open to the 
public we are required to prepare all of the meal in 
the church kitchen. This includes the entrees and 
side dishes, like pasta and vegetable salads and 
any refrigerated desserts.  Cakes, bars and 
desserts not requiring refrigeration can be brought 
in. 
 
Church potlucks or coffee. Fellowships do not have 
to comply because we are serving mostly church 
members.   
 
If any committee chairman or member has any 
questions please contact Judy Snoeyenbos 
at jsnoeyen@gmail.com or 715-410-1909.  Thank 
you for your cooperation. 
 

mailto:jsnoeyen@gmail.com
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Brian Wille   Tracy Grabau  Earl Pechuman   Eric Wangen 
Mary Frederick   Linda Hall   Danielle Anderson  Terry Nygaard  
Terry McKinley   Walt Lamson   Donna Lamson   Linda Jourdeans 
Audrey Ackley   Nancy Hansen  Bridget McConnell Joe Fetzer 
Terry Dull  Mark Clay   Janice Kuschel  Bob Hartmon 
Forman Family  Wanda Hopkins   
    
All those serving active in the Military and those serving our state & community in law enforcement.  
 

Bruce Riggins  July 03 
Terry  Dull   July 03 
Jamie Delander July 05 
Steve Mueller  July 07 
Tiana Kristensen  July 08 
Derek Ray  July 09 
Wendy Gonzalez July 11 
Joanne Libby  July 17 
Carole Segebrecht July 17 
Lowell Johnson July 20 
Sonya Jansma  July 21 

Prayer  L I S T  

If you have placed someone on the prayer list, please keep us current on their situation.  If you would like to add 
to remove someone, please contact the office at 715.749.3225 or secretary@robertsucc.org 

    
    
      

    
      
     
     

     
     

     
      
     

July 9th    
Charles & Laura Hahr 
 
July 14th  
Jerry & Connie Mueller  
 
July 29th  
Brian & Sue Wille  
 

   
    

    
 

   
    

 
   
     

 
   

     
    

 
 

Doug Ackley   July 23 
Darla Ramberg  July 23 
Pamela Kamm  July 24 
Nicole Vorwald July 26 
Glen Nelson   July 28 
 

 

Monthly  C E L E B R A T I O N S  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       1 

 
2 
 

3  
10:00 am Worship  
11:15 am Fellowship 
Communion  
  

4 
Independence Day 

 

5 
No Deacons Meeting 
 

6 
 

7 
No Council Meeting 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
10:00 am Worship 
11:15am Fellowship 
RaiseRight Due 
 

11 
No SHIFT Meeting 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 
 

15 
 

16 

17 
10:00 am Worship 
11:15am Fellowship 
 
 

18 
6:00pm CE Meeting 
 

19 
No Trustee Meeting 
 

20 
2pm Blood Drive 
Newsletter Due  
 

21 22 
 

23 

24 
10:00 am Worship 
11:15am Fellowship 
RaiseRight Due 
 
 

25 
Pastor on Vacation 

26 
Pastor on Vacation 

27 
Pastor on Vacation 

28 
Pastor on Vacation 

29 
Pastor on Vacation 

30 
Pastor on Vacation 

30 
10:00 am Worship 
11:15am Fellowship 
Pastor on Vacation 

 
 

AUGUST 
August 1-7th 
Pastor on Vacation 

    LOOK AHEAD: 
October 1st 
9-11am Feed My 
Starving Children 
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