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Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope. 
 

 

Connections 

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ 
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116  |  Roberts, WI 54023 
Church Office: 715-749-3225  |  https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC 
Pastor: pastor@robertsucc.org   |   Office: secretary@robertsucc.org  
Website: http://www.robertsucc.org    |    YouTube: Roberts Congregational UCC 

DECEMBER EVENTS 
 

December 1st  
4:30 pm Community Dinner 

 

December 4th 
11:00am Cookie Sale & Potluck 

 

December 7th 
5:30pm RUCCUS Potluck 

6:00 RUCCUS Program Begins 
 

December 11th 
Last Day to Purchase RaiseRight 

Orders for Christmas 
 

Last Day to Bring in Christmas 
Clothesline Gifts 

 

December 11th 

5:00pm S.H.I.F.T. at Grace Place 
 

December 17th 
11:00am Children’s Christmas 

Pageant 
 

December 18th 
UCC Christmas Fund 

Last Day of Advent Donation Drive 
 

December 21st 
5:30 RUCCUS Potluck 

6:00  Adult Christmas Pageant 
 

December 24th 
Christmas Eve Services 

4:30pm & 11:00pm 
 

December 25th 
Christmas Day Service 

10:00am Worship 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANTS 
 

December 17th   11:00 A.M. - YOUTH PAGEANT 
 

Our church youth are excited to invite you to join us as we 
tell the story of The Birth of Jesus! 

 
December 21st   6:00 P.M. - ADULT PAGEANT 

 
Set this evening aside as RUCCUS presents our first ever 
Adult Christmas Pageant for the kids!  We will start with a 
potluck meal together at 5:30pm with the pageant to 
follow.  For decades the kids have been helping us to 
celebrate Christmas by putting on their Christmas Pageant 
for us.   
 
Come and join us as we give back to them by putting on our 
pageant for them! 

December 24th 
 

4:30pm Worship 
Family Oriented 

 

11:00pm Worship 
Candlelight  

 

December 25th 
 

10:00am Worship 

https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
mailto:pastor@robertsucc.org
mailto:secretary@robertsucc.org
http://www.robertsucc.org/
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From the Pastor’s Desk… 
 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it. 
—John 1:5 
 
Greetings to you all this Advent Season, 

 
As a pastor I am constantly writing and planning 

for a future date, often a month to three months in 
advance.  What is hard about that is by the time the 
writing is published or the plan is unrolling before all 
of you, I am typically already another couple of 
months ahead in prep and writing.  In many ways, this 
leaves me feeling a bit disjointed as I try to be in the 
moment with all of you.  There are two times out of 
the year though where I make a point to set all of that 
aside and delve into my own guilty pleasures of two 
very special services for me.  The first is Easter 
Sunrise and the second is the Late Christmas Eve 
services. 

Today, I focus on the Late Christmas Eve service.  
Although there is plenty of planning that goes into the 
Advent season and the build up to our Christmas Eve 
celebration, on that night, especially at the late service, 
the story tells itself.  I do not have to spend hours 
discerning its meaning or prepping a message.  It is 
the retelling and celebration of the Light of the World 
being birthed into our existence once again.  We are 
brought to a whole new place, a whole new way of 
being (if for even just a moment) through that light. 

It is for this reason I stay just a little longer than all 
of you.  I turn off all the lights except the Christmas 
tree and the Advent Wreath candles, and I stop, sitting 
completely quiet and still.  In that moment I purposely 
focus on the presence of our God in the silence of the 
night.  I allow the flickering light of the candles to 
overcome any darkness which has entered my life and 

once again submit to will of our God without any 
interruptions.  Those small lights warm me in a way 
which nothing else can and centers me once again in the 
love of our God.  It is a rekindling of my spirit as I begin 
the journey of the new year. 

As I prepare to return home to the precious treasures 
of my wife and family, I slowly extinguish the lights.  
First the tree.  Then the candle of Hope, then Peace, then 
Joy, then Love until all that is left lit is the single light of 
the Christ candle which holds all of those lights and then 
some.  I allow it to fill my entirety as I extinguish the 
final visible flame and walk with the light of Christ 
within me.  I need no light to make my way out of the 
church.  It is a familiar journey with my God.  I grab my 
coat and head back out into the world.  I purposely leave 
my coat off as the cold night air and darkness of the 
world surround and permeate me.  Yet, that light is there 
leading my way.  Warming my soul. 

May the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of Christ be lit 
in you this Advent.  May that light which is coming into 
the world renew and lead you throughout the new year! 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Pastor Burt 
 

 

 
 

January 6th & 7th 

 
Picture Days for Our New Church Directory 

(See page 5 for more information) 
 

January 15th 

 
Annual Meeting 
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ITEMS NEEDED 
 

Pancake Mixes 
Ramen Noodles 
Chef Boyardee 
Pork & Beans 

Jell-O / Pudding 
Any Paper Products 

Laundry Soap 
Grocery Bags 

OPEN WEEKLY 
 

Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 

9:00 -11:30 am  
 

Wednesdays 
6:30 - 8:00 pm 

 
C O M M U N I T Y  D I N N E R  

Sponsored by Women’s fellowship 

Thursday, December 1, 2022 
4:30 P.M. - 6:30 P.M. 

 
MENU 

Scalloped Potatoes & Ham, 
 Vegetable, Cabbage Salad, Rolls, 

Desserts, & Beverages (Coffee & Milk) 
 

Adults: $6.00 Children $3.00 
Take-out meals are available upon request. 

 
Invite your friends and family for this time of 

fellowship.  All are welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROBERTS
Food Pantry
Giving hope to our neighbors

Women’s Fellowship News 
2023 Monthly Community Dinners 

 

 ALL interested members of our church family 
(women and men) are encouraged to serve on a monthly 
dinner committee!  Dinners are served on the first 
Thursday of the month from 4:30 to 6:30pm and provide a 
wonderful opportunity to build connections with one 
another.  If you are not on a committee and would like to 
serve, please contact Judy Snoeyenbos, Lori Jurek or the 
church office.  We’ll find a spot that works for you!  
Additionally, we will be putting together an “On-Call” List 
for those willing to be fill in as a substitute when, on 
occasion, a committee finds themselves short-handed for 
the night of their dinner.  Let us know if you’d like to be put 
on this list.  Thanks in advance for your willingness to 
support our church through service! 
 Each month’s menu is determined by the serving 
committee and should be communicated by the 
chairperson to the church office at least a month prior to 
allow for announcements.  The chairperson will be 
responsible for coordinating the grocery shopping and 
should be reimbursed by committee members. 
 

New for 2023: 
 

• All (hot) Main Entrees should be served through 
the kitchen window; side dishes and other 
accompanying items may be placed on a table for 
guests to self-serve. Thank you for helping us 
with this process! 

• Beginning in January, pricing for the monthly 
meal will be as follows:  
Adults - $7,  
Children (5-13 yrs.) - $4 
Under 5 - Free  

 

 
 

 
Christmas Clothesline 

 
 

 The Christmas Clothesline is up and 
ready for choices to be made. As in the past, 
we have received these individuals through 
the St. Croix County Mental Health Social 
Workers. I am willing to shop for anyone that 
would prefer for me to do so.  
 
If you are purchasing clothing, please include 
a gift receipt. 
  

Gifts are due by December 11th 
 

Thank You for your support, 
 

Nancy Kirouac 
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If there is anyone wishing to purchase RaiseRight 
gift cards for Christmas, please submit your order  
by Sunday, December 11th to ensure delivery 
before Christmas.  
 

How it Works:  Every gift card purchase made 
through RaiseRight will raise money for RUCC. 
 

To Order: Fill out a form at church and place it in our 
box located in the narthex. 

 
OR 

 
go to www.RaiseRight.com 

 
If questions, please contact: 

Dianne Loewel 651-343-7614. 
 
 

 

 Advent Donation Drive 
 

 Once again, our youngest church members will 
be hosting a donation drive to support the Safe Haven 
Foster Shoppe.  This year we will be sponsoring 2 bags, 
one boy and one girl, for children aged 18 
months.  Donation cards will be available at church if 
you would like to participate, or email Toni 
(drtonidc@gmail.com) for a list of items still needed. 

 

RUCCUS 

December 7 

5:30pm     Potluck 
6:00pm     Christmas Program Practice 
 
December 21st 

 
5:30pm     Potluck 
6:00pm     “It’s the Gift That Counts” Play 
 
RUCCUS is FAMILY oriented Christian education, 
meant for the ENTIRE family here at the church; 
made up of kids from little to the oldest of us. 

 
 

COOKIE SALE & POTLUCK 
 

11:00 Sunday, December 4th 
 

Shop for your holiday treats from a large selection 
of cookies and bars! 

 
Boxes provided – You choose the kind & quantity. 

 
Goodies sold at $ 8.00/pound 

 
All proceeds will benefit T.H.U.G. Life Ministries 

 
Sponsored by SHIFT 

The Birth of Jesus! 
 

 Our church youth are excited to invite you to join us 
on Saturday, December 17 as we tell the story of The Birth of 
Jesus!  If you have any questions please contact Toni at 
drtonidc@gmail.com or at 563-379-0786. 
 Dress rehearsal will be at 10am with the program 
beginning at 11am.  We also invite you to join us for cookie 
and coffee fellowship following the program!  And we 
welcome any cookie baking volunteers! 

It’s the Gift That Counts 
 

 The CE team has decided to add something extra to 
this year’s Christmas festivities at church.  On Wednesday, 
December 21st during RUCCUS, some of our “play”ful adult 
volunteers will be putting on the program “It’s the Gift That 
Counts” for the kids in attendance.   
 It’s the Gift That Counts is a story of finding 
the true reason for this special season! If this intrigues you to 
join in the fun, please contact one of us for more details! 
 We’d love to have you join us for potluck at 5:30pm 
and the program at 6:00pm. 

http://www.raiseright.com/
mailto:drtonidc@gmail.com
mailto:drtonidc@gmail.com
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JOY! 

 

Thank You! 
13th century mystic Meister Eckhart wrote: “If the only prayer you ever said was, ‘Thank you,’ that would 
suffice.” 
The United Church of Christ’s Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross aims to be that prayer in our 
midst. The Christmas Fund supports retired clergy and lay staff and surviving spouses in need through 
regular gifts to supplement their (often very limited) retirement incomes, through once- a-year “Thank-
you” checks. It also provides individual grants to clergy in crisis or acute need. 
The Christmas Fund is one of the Special Mission Offerings of the United Church of Christ, and this 
congregation supports it with our gifts, because we believe that while  
the sacrifices clergy and church workers make for their ministries are good for our churches, they can 
be bad for those pro- fessionals’ bottom lines. We do it because clergy are as likely to need help as the rest 
of us, maybe for different reasons, maybe not. We do it because their service is valuable to us. We do it to 
say, “Thank you.” 
You may not be able to write checks to rescue retirees from poverty. But you can help anyway. By giving 

to the Christmas Fund, you will make sure that your pastor has a place to go for help if she needs it, make 
sure that re- tirees have support when they need it, make sure that this season, our church can be the 

church for those who need it throughout the UCC.   In 2021, gifts to the Christmas Fund enabled: 

The Christmas Fund  For the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund 

 
  

 

 2:10 

UCC 
 Christmas Fund 

@ Roberts: 
 

December 18, 2022 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
 You may have noticed a new face joining 
your team in the office…  
 My name is Kim Ashton, and I joined your 
staff on October 17th. Thank you Lori J. for all of the 
help transitioning into this position. 
 A little about me…I have 3 beautiful 
children, who are some of the joys in my life.  I 
come from a background of various years in the 
administrative field in many settings. I returned to 
college as an adult, & in 2018 graduated with Honors 
from Bethel College. My B.A. degree is in Christian 
Ministry with a Minor in Communication.  

  
 A few of my hobbies include painting. Right 
now, it’s on rocks – which started my small 
business, “Art Rocks,” and stained glass/mosaics. 
My children are all talented and my oldest son 
makes the frames for my stained glass & “mosaic 
glass” projects.  
 I enjoy using my administrative gifts here. 
In addition to my administrative role, I pray for the 
ministries and all of you. Please stop in and 
introduce yourselves. I look forward to meeting 
you. 

. Monthly pension supplementation for 231 retired clergy and lay employees ($1,104,479) 

 
Health benefits supplementation for 87 retired clergy and lay employees ($177,600) 

 

Emergency grants for 53 individuals and families ($150,338) 
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If you have questions regarding the campaign, call the office at 715-749-3225 or email Pastor Burt at 
Pastor@robertsucc.or 
 
  

      
                  

                   
                   

                      
            

Dawn Budrow (Moderator),  Lori Jurek (S.H.I.F.T. and Women’s Fellowship), Tony Jurek (Trustees),  Duane Loewel 
(Deacons), Pastor Burt Williams, and Connie Mueller (Church Clerk).   
 
Meeting was called to order by Dawn at 6:00 P.M. 
Opening Devotions was led by Dawn:  “Crazy Busy” brochure excerpts were shared.   
Minutes:  September and October updates were reviewed.  Motion was made by Lori to approve the minutes and 
seconded by Duane.   Motion carried. 
Reports: (report given by Pastor Burt) 
Christian Education:  

o RUCCKUS is off to a great start: (Roberts UCC Kids Understanding Scripture 
o Christmas program will be held on Dec. 17 

 Dress rehearsal at 10 
 Program will be presented at 11 
 Cookie fellowship to follow program.  Volunteers needed to provide cookies. 

o Partnering with Safe Haven Foster Shoppe to set up bags for several foster children. 
o December meeting will be held earlier in the month in order to finalize plans for December activities.  It will be 

held on December 12th.  
Deacons: 

o Stewardship Sunday is November 20th.  Letters have been sent out. 
o Nominating Committee has begun.   
o A review of the membership is being done.  The goal is to have reached all current members before the end 

of the year.  The purpose is to inquire about desire to maintain membership and update information. 
 

S.H.I.F.T 
o Refreshed activity bags 
o Made additional Feel Good Kits. 
o Feed My Starving Children sign up has been set up for Feb. 11th.  
o Christmas Mission Potluck and Cookie Sale will be held on Dec. 4th.  All proceeds from the free will offering 

and the cookie sale will go to the THUG ministry.  Volunteers bringing cookies should plan on bringing 3 
dozen. 

 
Women’s Fellowship:  

o Met today 
o Monthly meetings price increase:  $7.00 per adult/$4.00 for child (over 5) 
o All entrees will now be served from the window. 
o Creating  a sub list of people who are available to work should a committee be short of workers. 
o Request that the Deacons review that the coffee fellowship money given has been going to designated 

missions.  Also, review the list of missions and revise if necessary. 
 
 
Trustees: 

o Met Oct. 18th. 
o New office administrator has been hired. 
o Roof is being replaced shortly due to hail damage.  
o The door that was going to be made handicapped accessible will be completed in the spring. 
o Approved up grading our web site 
o Memorial money to go toward new audio equipment and possibly live streaming our church service. 
o Refining church budget for 2023 
o Discussed fees for commercial use of the church kitchen.                 Continued on Page 8  

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

November 3, 2022 
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Continued from Page 7 

Treasurer: 
o See newsletter for financial statement 

Pastor:   
o Kim Ashton is our new office administrator.  
o Thank you to all who assisted with redoing the floors.  Due to the volunteer help, it is estimated 

that the church saved $5,100.00. 
o Christmas Eve services will be held at 4:30 and 11 P.M. 
o Pastor is exploring the possibility of a “Sacred Rest” retreat. 

Other Business: 
• Lori reported that all reports for the annual meeting are due to the Office Administrator by 

December 15th. 
• Website is being redone. 
• A new church directory will be completed upon the finalization of the active membership list. 
• A church cookbook will be put together as a fundraiser. 
• Brett and Dawn Budrow will contact Jeremy Jones about a meat raffle to be held at Jonesy’s Local 

Bar and Grill.  Proceeds to go to the church. 
• Dawn inquired about the possibility of a need to assist any homeless in the area as discussed last 

winter.   
Next meeting:  December 1st.  Lori will do the opening 
Respectfully submitted, 
Connie Mueller,  Church Clerk 

 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
**Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including financial statements are available upon request. 

General Fund Financial Summary as of October 31, 2022 
 

Statement of Activity  Statement of Financial Position 
Income/Contributions $154,609.38  Assets 

Insurance Reimburse (Roof) $56,620.42    
Facility use income $       1,470.00  General Accounts $          62,451.06 

Fundraising income $18,032.37  Designated Accounts $54,798.19 
Interest                       1.33  Fixed assets $1,874,642.28 

Total income $230,733.50  Total Assets $1,991.891.53  
Expenses           (160,364.53)     

Transfers from other accounts $13,500.00   Liabilities & Equity 
Net  Activity $83,868.97  Accrued expenses $2,370.95 

   Bank mortgage balance $582,063.14 

   Member mortgage balances $150,000.00 

   Total liabilities $734,434.09 

   Equity $1,257,457.44 

   Total Liabilities & Equity $1,991,891.53 
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Brian Wille   Tracy Grabau  Earl Pechuman   Eric Wangen  Mary Frederick  
Linda Hall   Terry McKinley   Walt Lamson   Donna Lamson   Joe Fetzer 
Linda Jourdeans Audrey Ackley   Bob Hartmon  Curt Ness  Forman Family 
Friends & Family of Linda Hinkel   
    
All those serving active in the Military and those serving our state & community in law enforcement.  

Prayer  L I S T  

If you have placed someone on the prayer list, please keep us current on their situation.  If you would like to 
add to remove someone, please contact the office at 715.749.3225 or secretary@robertsucc.org 

Cole Delander  Dec. 1 
Justin Johnson  Dec. 2 
Tony Jurek  Dec. 2 
Cecil Brighton  Dec. 3 
Mandy Clay  Dec. 3 
Dan Frye  Dec. 3 

Melanie Robelia Dec. 4 
Nancee Hurlburt Dec. 5 
Dianne Loewel Dec. 5 
Burt Williams  Dec. 6 
Trudy Hinkel  Dec. 7 
Presley Dull  Dec. 12 
Keith Logas  Dec. 12 
Aiden Hansen  Dec. 16 
David Lindquist Dec. 16 
Rylee Muller  Dec. 17 
Brian Wille  Dec. 18 
Emma Delander Dec. 19 

Shawn Vorwald  Dec. 19 
Scarlett Logas  Dec. 20 
Grant Gooding Dec. 21 
Jeremy Bazille  Dec. 22 
Janice Kuschel Dec. 22 
Adam Nelson  Dec. 22 
Luke Vorwald  Dec. 22 
Adele Ament  Dec. 27 
Don Graf  Dec. 28 
Mike Kamm  Dec. 29 
 

Carol & Terry McKinley  Dec.  1st 

Dan & Megan Frye   Dec.  2nd 

Mike & Pamela Kamm  Dec.  3rd 

Dave & Roxie Hatch   Dec. 13th 

Donna & Wayne Hadley  Dec. 31st 

 

Monthly CELEBRATIONS 

mailto:secretary@robertsucc.org
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 December  2022  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  

3:30pm  Women’s            
Fellowship 

 
4:30pm Community 

Dinner 
 

6:00pm Council 

2  
  

3  
 

4  
10:00am Worship with 

Holy Communion 
 

11am Cookie Sale & 
Potluck – S.H.I.F.T. 
Christmas Mission 

5  
 

6 
  
6:00pm Deacons Meeting 

7 RUCCUS (Christian 
Ed for all ages) 

5:30pm Potluck 
6:00pm Program Begins 

 

6:00pm Bells Choir 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11 10:00am Worship 
 

Christmas Clothesline 
Due 

 

RaiseRight Gift Card 
Orders Due – (Last Day 
to Purchase Orders for 

Christmas) 

12  
6:00pm Christian Ed 

13  
  

14  
8:00am Piano Tuning 

 

6:00pm Bells Choir 

15  
Annual Reports Due to 

the Office 
 

5:00pm SHIFT @ Grace 
Place 

16  
 

17  
10:00am Children’s 
Christmas Pageant 

Rehearsal 
 

11:00am Children’s 
Christmas Pageant 

18  
10:00am Worship 

 
UCC Christmas Fund 

 
Final Day for Advent 
Donation Drive - CE 

19  
  

20  
Newsletter Deadline 

 

6:30pm Trustees Meeting 

21 RUCCUS (Christian         
Ed for all ages) 

 
5:30pm Potluck 

6:00pm Adult Christmas 
Pageant 

 

6:30pm Bells Choir 
  

22  
 

23  
 

24  
4:30pm Christmas Eve 
Service – Family Style 

Worship 
 

11:00pm Christmas 
Eve Service – 

Candlelight 
 

25  
10:00am Worship 

 

RaiseRight (SCRIP) 
Orders Due 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
   

6:30pm Bells Choir 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ 
1001 Birch Drive | PO Box 116  |  Roberts, WI 54023 
Church Office: 715-749-3225  |  https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC 
Pastor: pastor@robertsucc.org   |   Office: secretary@robertsucc.org  
Website: http://www.robertsucc.org    |    YouTube: Roberts 

  

https://www.facebook.com/RobertsUCC
mailto:pastor@robertsucc.org
mailto:secretary@robertsucc.org
http://www.robertsucc.org/

